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Loue, by an apparant example of a Neapolitan „ 
her approued & long miſeties, and wyth many 
ſounde dehortations from the lame. 


Firſt wrytten in Italian by Maſter Iohn Bockicephe. 
learned Florentine, and Poet Lauredt, 


Andnow done into Engliſh be B. Gionang | 
del N. An. 


With notes in the and witraToblei in the ende 
of the cheefeſt f matters contayned i in Lit, Wo 1 


Vel fine 2 ben amando muore. rener: TY 
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VVilliam Hatton Knight. 
( 9 ) 4% | 


He paltring Poet Cherillus, dedicated his 


7 2 Monarc he 


E dauncing poemes to that mi 
Alexander, ſaying, that he 
Xe if that he woulde not accept the in that they 
mere not pithy, yet he wald not vtterly reiect 
the in that they had a shew of Poetry, Aemilius thinking 
to gratify that worthy conquerer Cæſar, with ſome curious 
peece of workmansbip,waded ſo far in the depth of his arte, 
as ſtrayning curteſie with cunning he skypt beyond his skill, 


not beeing able to make it perfect. pr ho beeing blamed of, 


his freend, for ſiryuing further the his ſleeve would ſtretch, 
anſwered : that although arte & skyll were wanting to bean 
tifie the worke, yet hays and wyll did polish that part which 
lacke of cunning had left unperfett, VF hoſe anſwere, as 


ane guilty of a greater cryme, I claywe for 4 ſufficient ex- 
Cuſe of my folly, that durſt enterpriſeto Fryue beyonde my 


ſtrength, knowing my ſelfe vnable, both by nature and arte 


takes in hand to talle 22 may 1 
Yes 


o ” 3 » 
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NO 
— 49 wok 


newe aſſuredly, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 9 


But as there is no greater cooling carde to a rash wit, then 
mant ſo there is not a more ſpeedy ſpurre to a willing mind, 
then the force of duetie, which droue me in a double doubt, 
either to be counted as bold as blinde Bayard, in preſuming 
too farre,or to incurre the preiudice of ingratitude, in being 
toſlowe: But as wishes are of no value, ſo his will as vaine 
that couettes to paie his debtes with counter fait coyne, there 
in I nde the fault, and commit the offence . For beeing 
greatly indebted to my honourable good Lord by duety, for 
the firit payment 1 offer although not mine o une labour, to 
you his honours worthy Nepbue,this ſmall pa wphlet M. 
lohn Boccace a famous Poet, and tranſlated by M. Bar- 
tholmewe Young of the middle temple , a peece of worte 
worthy the wearing in that it cheweth the manner home to 
eſehew deceitfull & wicked laue which conſidered although 
wiſadge willed me to goe(non Vltra crepidã) / thought good 

to preſent this pamphlet under your worships protectio: ho- 
ping you will deigne to accept the matter although it be but 
proſe, thaugh ſomething vnſauery for want of 9 
the Authours well meaning for his and my boldneſſe, in that 
his (kill and my good will is not in the wane , whalſoeuer 
this worke do = want. The Emperour Traian neuer wan 
ted ſutors becauſe ſo curteouſly he would heare euery mans 
complainte. Allthat conrted Atalam a were hunters,where 
Mececenas,lodgeth ſchollers will flocke, And your worshippe. 
being a worthy fofterer of the learned, bath forced my au- 
thour by your vertue and me by duetie, to offer theſe his 


fruites at the shrine of jour worships curteſie . Beſeeching 
the almighty te ſend you health, wealth and proſperity. \ 


Your worſhips to commaund 
in all duety Thomas 
Newman, 


i» To the noble and gallant Dames 
| of the Cittie of Caſtale in Mon: Ferrato 
© Gabriel Giolito. | 
| a Y | 


J;Mongſt the fineſt and vulgare 
[proſe of that moſt excellent & 
learned Clarke, Maſter John 
Boccace,wrytten for your pro- 
fit and conſolation , there is 
none (moſte noble Ladies) 
ſvrhich you ought to hold more 
deere, aud eſteeme more preci- 
2b thc ous, then this preſent work, in- 
tituled ( Amorous Fiammetta.) Becaule contay ning in 
it the ſighes, the teares, & prolonged miſcries of an ena- 
moured yong Gentle woman forſaken of her Louer, 
who doth not conceiue this very ſame to be ſet foorth 
as a ſoueraigne example, and ole inſtruction for you 
all. Not, that by the condemned ingratitude of one 
yong man, you ſhould learne, generally to deſpiſe all 
men, but rather becauſe knowing by another, howe 
daungerous a thing it is, lightly and quickly to giue 
credence to euery one his promiſe, Loue beeing a na- 
tural fire to burne the braueſt & moſt gentle minds, & 
enclyning your ſelues to loue, you may ſelect & choſe 
out ſuch a ſubiect, that afterwards the like repentance, 
and a worſe condition perhappes then Fiammetta had, 
may not befall vnto you, _ 
VVhereuppon my ſelfe, who was borne to doo ; 
you all tlie ſeruice I canne, having with all diligence 
ved thys Booke, and committed it to the preſſe, 
7 W. ili. I 


ed 


— 


8 


8 


I thought it moſt beſeeming my deuoyre to bring it to 
light, authoriſed vnder your worthy names, and ſha- 
dowed (I hope) vnder the fauourable winges of your 
aſſured ampare and defence. Reade it therefore, & dyſ- 
courſing amongſt your ſelues the dolorous cõplaints 
of that miſerable and hapleſſe Lady e Fiammetts : by 
her deſaſtrous and aduerſe Fortune, learne you (fayre 
Ladyes) to be wyſer and better aduiſed , And hauing 
the name and tytle of the fayreſt and nobleſt Ladies in 
Italy, aſſume alſo the prayſe and commendation vppon 
you of the wyſeſt and moſte pittifull Gentle omen in 
the ſame. Becauſe a womans ornament is not in her 
cruelty encloſed, or in her pecuiſh auſternes, and hone 
amongſt them was euer commended for an ynworthy 
enemy to mens affections. In the meane whyle I wyll 
not omitt (gracious Ladies) hereafter to offer yppe to 
your high and ſacred thoughts, more noble matters, & 
of greater conſequence. | 
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The Authour his Prolog 


Frammetta ſpeaketh. 


Iſerable men, when 


I || they perceine that others hane compaſ- 
» || fionok theyz milerites , and lee them 
ſelues to be pitied of ſome, are wont to 
take a certaine kinde of delights plea⸗ 
ſure in their ſozrowes and greefes. Be 
A cauſe the occaſion therefoze,of mp vo⸗ 
l tuntary ſozrowe, by tract of long time 
A andcuſtome,is rather augmented then 
deminiſhed in me, 7 thinke it not 6= 
mille, in telling and dicourſing mp bit⸗ 
ter channces to vou (molt noble Ladies)in Whole tender hearts lone 
perhappes doth dwell moze happelp then in mine, to attempt to fill 
(it poſſibly J may)the ſame with pittie and compaſſion. Ind J recte 
not Whether mp ſpeeches come to mens eares 03 no, but will rather, 
hide them as much as I may, from them all: becauſe the crueli dea= 
linges of one falſe man, are here ſo inuectiuely diſcouered of me, that 
others imagining the like, J might ſooner expect with their ſcoznes 
and tauntes to be flowted, then to be pittied with their ſozrowfull 
teares. 

J beſeech yon(gentle Ladies)to reade it, whom J knowe by my 
owne ſelfe naturally inclined to commiſeration _ miſfoztunes.you 
ſhall not in reading of it, finde anp Grecian fables depainted and ſet - 
foo: th with plauſible lies, noz Troian warresfoule and lothſome by 
deadly goare , but Amozous battailes pzocured and maintained 
by innumerable pꝛicking deſires , in the which ſhalbe pzeſented bee. 

_ foze pour epes, the miſerable cares, the oucrwhelming and burning 
ſighes,the dolefull complain es, and the bopſterous and tempeſtuous 
thoughtes, which continnall ; 
taken from me mp Wwonted appet 
exited my toyfull times, and O death to my remembzaunce) 
me of my perelclle and derreſt beantie. Fil which thinges,ifyou Wpil: 

_cucrp- 


# 
* * £4 * , 
1 4 y 
8 3 
. 4 
6. N E x * 1 


8 
Abs 
L : ttoopugge ages oy rear re en 


euery one bp her ſelfe;oz elſe altogeather With that pittifull heart be⸗ 
hold, which foz the moſt part all women haue, then aſſuredlp J per- 
ſwad my ſelte, that pou will bath pour delicate cheekes with ſtreames 
of guſhing teareg, which are to me a material cauſe,and cheefe occaſion 
(diſpairing of au hope and comfo2zt to come) ot perpet uali anguiſh and 
gr tete of minde. pʒay you therefoze( tender harted Ladies and gens 
tlewomen) not to withhold them, but let them iſſue from their koꝛced 
fountaines, thinking with pour ſelues, that il pour foztunes, Which 
are not very ſtedfaſt and ſure,. ſhould chaunce ( which the Gods fozbid) 
to be ſemblable to mine, how deere and grateful a thing ſhould it be to 
pou, it in lue of your lamentations, and foz pour hard happes J ſhould 
power koꝛth ſome teares againe. But beca uſe the time, (ſpent moꝛe in 
woꝛ des, then wailinges, ) may not ſlide away, J Will koꝛce my ſelte 
bzeefelp to come to the perfoꝛmaunce of my pzomille , beginning fyzlt 
with mp happy and ſtedfaſt lone, becauſe deducing in argument from 


that fozmer felicitie, to this pzeſent ſtate and condition of lite, you map 


both knowe and call me the moſt vnfoztunate woman that lues. Ind 
from thence J wil (as well as J can) with a ruthfull and deplozing 
ſtile, pꝛoſecute theſe vnluckie acctdentes , Which not cauſeleſſe make 
me ſo greeuouſly moane aad lament. But firlt(if miſerable ſoules are 
heard)wzetched woman as J am,bathed in mp owne teares, J do im⸗ 
ploze ſome heauenly deitie, (iłanp there be, ) whole holy minde (mw - 
ued with pitty of my diſtreſſed kare) to helpe my dolefull memozy, and 
to directe my trembling hand in this pꝛeſent wozke, and being op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed, to adde ſuch foꝛce and vigour to them againe, that, what an⸗ 
guiſhe and bitter greefes J haue ſuſtained,and dw pet ſerle in my toz 
mented minde euen ſuch the one recozding the woꝛdes and ſtratages, 
and the other ( moze willing then able to ſuch an oſtict) n sy fullie and 
wholp wzite them downe. | 
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ooke of Boccace his 
Fiammetta_. 
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oe 
N the time, when the re- 


ueſted earth doth ſhew it ſelfe moꝛe plea⸗ 
ſant and fap2er:,then in any other ſeaſon 
of the yeere : boꝛne of molt noble parents, 
and receiued heere of bountifull and fa - 
nourable Foztune , J came into thys 


Wozlde, 
+ Accurſed bee that day, and hated of me moze then any o⸗ 
5 ther, in the which J firſt enioped this common light. Yowe 
5 happy bad J beene (alas) if J had neuer bene boꝛne, o2 if J 
had at the time ołf my vnfoztunate byꝛth, beene carryed to 
mx graue, oꝛ bad not bzeathed anie longer time, then the _, 
tet le wne ol Cadmus: oz els, if Lacheſis at one and ſelfe , "1 © 
1 ſame howꝛe, had begunne and cut in too her vitall thꝛedde: „ee ſowne 
becauſe then, in that ſmall time of life, theſe infinite woes. of Cadmus 
which are nowe a ſozrowfull occaſion to putte my penne to teeth, lyued 
Paper, ſhoulde wyth the ſame haue bene concluded. But but a day 
what doth it nowe auaple foꝛ theſe cauſes to lament 2 Foz 
beere Jam neuertheleſle by the generall decrees and plea⸗ 
ſures of the Goddes, | 
Being receiued then (as J haue ſayde) in moſt hygh de- 

lights, and nouriſhed onelie amongſt them, and in my youg = 
and tender yeeres, bought vppe vnder a reuerend and ſagg - 
Patrone, J eaſilte learned euerie good qualitie, which was 
moſt conuentent and commendable foz anie pong and noble 
Woman, And as my perſonage did wyth paſſed peeres en⸗ 
creaſe, ſo were my beauties alſo 1 were the 

+ Is | onelp 
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"The firſt — of 


onely and eſpeciall occaſions of all my ſozrowes,and infinite 
grefes.Alas (although J was yet but a little one) how great 
lie did J glozy with my ſelfe , in hearing my commendati⸗ 
ons in euerp ones mouth, and did therefoze with arte and 
induſtrie datlie ſtudie to make them moze perfect and curi⸗ 
ons. 


But arrined nowe from my thildhoode, to a moze full 
und ryper age, and conceauing by the inſtincts of nature, 
with what burning deſires amozous pong Gentlewomen 

map entice pong and wanton pouthes, J perceined that my 

f your _ ſurpaſſing beautie, (a myſerable gift to her, who loves to 

OT bathir leade a verfuons life) did not onelie incende moſt of al thoſe 
pong Gentlemen, who liued at v time in floziſhing vouthe 
like my ſelfe, but mante other noble menne, with a feruent 
and amo2ous fire: who infinite times with diners d2yftp, 
manie meanes, and ſund2y flights, (bnknowne to mee as 
then) did attempt fo kindle mee with that fire, wberewith 
they themſelues did burne, and that it ſhould not then onely 
ſcozcbe mee, but in pꝛoceſſe of time, in long and lingering 
flames vtterlie conſume mie. And of manie with carneſt 
ſufe, as well to my Parents, as eſpectallie to me, J was 
requeſted in marriage. But after that one among ali the reſt 
la moſt abſolute (in my opinion) and perfect Gentleman) 
had wonne that p2ize, fo2 which they ſtriued all, the impoz- 
fungus and troubleſome route of wocers (beetng nowe paſt 
all hope,) did ceaſe fo ſollicife mie anie moze with their cun- 
ning and dailie purſutes.WWherefoze remaining in tuft con- 
tent with my louing Yuſbande, J liued a moſt happy & toy- 
full Woman , vntill furious Loue with a ſecrete kinde of 


fender and pong bꝛeaſt. Alas there was not ante thing, that 
might ſai iſ-fpe either my deſire,02 any Womans els, which 
pꝛeſentlp J had not foz my pleaſure and cõtentation. J was 


and as hee was fruely beloued of * ſo did hee equally and 


l B greatlie lone me againe. 


O how happy might J baue thought my ſelle . bo 
other 
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. bnknowne fire, and neuer felt of mee befoze, enfredinto my 


the onelie toy, and ſinguler felicitte of my yong Yuſbande, , 


{4.3 


amorous Filammetta_. 2. 


other Momen, if this newe lone had foꝛ euer continued in⸗ 
niolated in my hart? Lyuing therefoze in great happineſſe, 
and ſpending my pouthfull yeeres in daplie ſpozts, and toy- 
full feaſtes, falſe Foꝛtune, the ſuddaine chaunger of wozldly 
things, and molt enuious of the ſelfe ſame gods that ſhe had 
earſt beſtowed on me, purpoſing nowe to withdzawe her 
hande, and not knowing by what meanes to ſpett fozth her 


venome, with ſabtile and Sophiſticall arguments, made 


an aduerſe way (leading to the Dungion of ſoꝛrowe) open 
to mine epes. And truely by no other meanes, but by thoſe 
by which fonde Loue 1 into my hart ſhee could entrap 
me, oz vſe her foꝛce at all, but the Gods fanozable to me, and 


carefull of my affayzes, perceiving her couert and malifions 


guyles,did infend to arme my yeelding hart and feeble bꝛeaſt 


with weapons, if J hadde bene ſo wyſe to haue taken and 


bled them foz my defence, becauſe A might come fozewarned 
and not vnarmed to the batfayle in the which J ſhould mi⸗ 
ſerablye haue fallen. Mherefoꝛe with a manifeſt viſion in 
my dꝛeames, the berie night befoze Þday (that diſmall day 


AI. ſaie) did come, which was the ſozrowfull beginning of my 


endles paynes, and loſſe of libertie,they did cleerely admo- 


niſh me of future accidents inthis ſozt. 


Mee thought lying in a faire bꝛoade bedde, with euerie 
part of my bodie reſolued into deepe ſleepe, J ſawe the fap⸗ 
reſt and bꝛighteſt day that might be, and my ſelle (J knowe 
not how) moꝛe iocant and merr ie, then euer 3 had bene be⸗ 
foꝛe. And toying all alone in this kind of mirth, I did ima⸗ 
gine that I ſat in aſwe&te Bedowe, vpon the greene graſſe, 
and amongſt manie golden and pleaſant flowzes, defended 


Dreameg 
ſomtimes 
foretell 
things to 
come. 


from the heate ofthe Sunne, and fro his parching beames, 
with manie coole ſhadowes of diucrs Trees, newly appa⸗ 


relled with thicke and greene leanes, And hauing gathered 
manie flowꝛes in the ſame, wherewith all that place was 
moſt bꝛauelie depainted, with my lyllie white handes 2 did 


ſeperate one fram another, as they lay confuſed and mingled 


in my lappe, and with the fineſt that J coulde picke out, A 


made a fayze and little Garlande, wherewith J did adozne 


A.2, my 
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The firſt booke of 


my ſtatelie head. Beautified thus, and ryſing bp (as Proſer- 


pina did, when Pluto didde rauiſhe her from her mother) 1 


went ſinging vp and downe in this pleaſant and trym Me⸗ 


dowe, reiopſing at the entrance of merrie Spꝛingtide. And 


afterwards, feeling my ſelfe ſomewhat wearie, J layde mer 
downe amongſt the thickeſt and freſheſt graſſe to reſte my 
ſelfe a little. But like as that little hydden Uiper did pꝛicke 


Euridices tender foote, euen ſo a lurking and creeping Ber- 


pent did like wyſe appeare to my ſight, as J lay along vpon 
the ſoft and thicke graſſe, the which (me thought) did wyth 
her cruell tongue ting me vnder the left pappe, which veni- 
mous byting, at the firſt entrance of her ſharpe teeth, dydde 
ſeme to burne me like a ſcalding and fierie flame, And then 
beeing almoſt aſſured,and paſt feare of y woꝛſt, mee thought 
J put the colde Serpent info my burning boſome , imagy- 
ning that wyth the benefit of her colde (kynne, ſhe ſhoulde a 
little eaſe me, and be moze fauourable vnto me foꝛ this gen- 
tle derde. But emboldened rather by the ſame, and nowe be⸗ 
come moze fierce then befoꝛe, to the foꝛeſapd ſting, ſhe reiop⸗ 
ned her cruell mouth,and hauing after a good while ſuckeda 
great quantitie of my vitall blood, me thought, that meerely 
going out from my wounded boſome, (though J did ſtryue 
to p contrarie) ſhe went alſo away wyth my fainting ſoule. 
At the departing of which, the golden day obſcured,and(like 


a ſhadow dꝛiuen by the Sunne comming behind me) did co⸗ 


ner me all ouer, after which followed a foggy © miſtye dark⸗ 
nes,accompanted with multitudes of black & thick clowdes, 


which banging vpon it, did ſeeme to bee d2zawne after, and 
luke a confuſed and diffozmed Chaos fo follow. And not long 
after, (as a little whits fone caſt info a deepe and cleere wa⸗ 


fer, doth by little and little vaniſh away from the ſighte of 
them that do beholde it) eucn ſo was the bzightnes of thys 
Sunne (hyne dap taken away from my dimmed ſight. Then 
might J perceine the Heauens to bee ouercome with dark- 
nes, and the gladſome Sun retp2ed backe, and obſcure night 
appꝛoching, made me call fo mind, that this ſuddaine altera⸗ 


tion was not vnlike vnto that, which happened to the Gre- 
| | clans, 
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amorous Fiammetta—. z. 
cians, when the Sunne did hide his face, betauſe he woulde N 


not fo2 ſhame behold the enozmitie of Atreus his foule fault. e ok 
The fearefull lightnings peecemeale glaunced vp and down „de che 


in the apꝛe, and cracking thunders made the earth, buf mee Father, 


molt of all afraide, And the wound which vntill this time, which was 
had but onely ſtunge mer (me thought) by reaſon of the late Þis — 
byting,remaining now full of viperous venome, ouerranne, — wha 
and occupyed all my bodie with moſt filthie and lothſome „ herupon 
ſwellings, no ſccrets of phiſicke being able fo cure y ſame. the Sun te- 
Ulhereuppon feeling my ſelfe at the firſt without any ſpt- tired backe 
rite, and afterwardcs the fozce of the poyſon by moze ſubtill _—_ be- 
enfraunces ſerching euerie vaine of my hart, J tumbledand "ef 
toſſed my ſelfe vp and downe the greene grafle, expecting al- . o jc. 
wayes when death would aſſaile mee. And nowe the finall ked a meſſe 
bow2e (to my thinking) beeing come, terrified alſo with the and table. 
ho2ro2 of the time, and with tbe extreame greefe of my in⸗ 
fected hart, attending the moꝛtall ſtroke of death, made mee 
to ſhzyke and ſtart on a ſuddaine in ſuch ſozt , that it canſed 
my deadly ſleping bodie fo ſhake againe, and ſo bzake mee 
out of that bozrible and gaſtlie dzeame. 

After the which (as it was very ſuddaine) and not a lit⸗ 
fle afraide alſoof thoſe things, which (me thought) J hadde 
ſcene, with my right hand J made great ſpeede to my bytfen 
left ide,ſceking that pzeſently there, which was afterwards 
p2epared fo2 me in time to come. But yet when J found no 
wound,noz ante ſigne thereof, paſſing merrie againe , and 
careleſſe, J began to deride,and laughe at the foliſhneſſe of 
dꝛeames, and ſo accounted the labour of the Goddes herein 
but vaine. But, wzetch that J am, how iuſtly (though then 
I ſcoꝛned them) haue J after wardes to my greate greefe of 
minde beleeued, and found them moſt true, and planted them 
without ante fruite, beeing no leſſe greeued at the Gods, who 
declare their ſecrets to vncapable minds with ſo greate ob- 
ſcuritie, the which no ſoner ſhewed, but incontinentiy they 


happen. Being therefoze thozowlie awaked, 3 lifted vvpe 


my head, and by a little crenifſe in the doꝛe, did ſ& Titan foꝛ⸗ 
ſake Auroras Chamber, and enter into mine. Wherefo:e 
1 „„ caſting 


The firſt booke of 


- caſting all ſuch fond conceits aſide, J roſe vp, 

That was a high and feſt iuall day almoſt fo all þ wozld, 
in the which euerie ene, to hondz the ſolemnitie of it, atty - 
red themſelues with their beſt and bꝛaueſt robes: where⸗ 
foze, apparrelling my ſelfe moſte curiouſly with garments 
wwouen with ſhyning Golde, and with cunning and ſkilfull- 
bande, ſetting euerie thing in euerp part about me in the fl- 
neſt oꝛder, 4 ado2ned like to p fapʒeſt of thoſe thꝛe Goddel⸗ 
ſes, which Paris ſawe in the Ualies of Ida, J pzepared my 
ſelfe to goe fo this ſolemne and high feaſt, And while J was 
beholding my lelfe on euerie ſide, not otherwiſe then the 
Pecock doth her gay Feathers, and imagining as well to © 
pleaſe others, as my ſelfe, one of my flowzes (bꝛoken from 
my crowne by the Curtaine of the bedde, oz els perhappes 
plucked from my heade by ſome celeſtiall t inuiſible bande) 
fell from my head to the ground. But J, taking no regarde 
of the ſecrcte operations of the Goddes, and eſteeming it as 
nothing,toke it vppe, and put it in his fozmer place againe, 
and ſo paſſed it ſlightlie oner. 

Alas what moze manifeſt ſigne toulde the Goddes giue 
me ok that, which afterwards did happen then this. Truely 
none at all, This had beene ſuffictent inough to declare vnto 
me, that my ſoule, that day ſo free, and miſtreſſe of it ſelfe, 
laping do bone her ſweete ſignoꝛie, ſhoulde bee made ſeruile 
and bonde, as if happened indeede. Db if my mind had beene 
ſounde, howe had J not then fozeknowne Þ day, (that blaſns⸗ 
keſt day) that afterwards happened vnto me, and had ſafely 7 
onerpaſſed it without going once out of my doꝛes. But the 
Goddes although they lende them (with whom they are an⸗ 
gry) certaine ſignes and tokens of their welfare, pet do they 
neuertheleſſe depꝛiue them of the due knowledg of b lame. 
And ſo in one how2e ſeeme to do their willing deuoyze, and 
to kullill their wꝛathfull minds. My hard deſtinies ther foꝛe 
did (as it were) dꝛiue me on fozwards like a vain & careleſſe 
Moman, and beeing accompanied with many Gentle wo⸗ 
men, that ſerued on my trapne, with a ſoft and ately pace, 


| A went to the holy Temple in which the ſollemne and di 
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amorous Fiammetta_. 
nine office, due fo2 that day, was celebꝛated. The antiquitie 
of my generous p2edeceſſo2s , and my nobilitte alſo had re⸗ 
ſerued a high place foz me, amongſt other moſt excellent and 
wozthie Ladies there, in the which, after that J was ſette, 
obſeruing my olde cuſtome, which was, in ſuddainly caſting 
mine eyes rounde about, 3 ſawe the Church equally full of 
of Pen and Momen, in diue rs companies, dinerfly to em⸗ 
ploy themſelues. But no ſoner was J eſpyed in p Temple, 


though in the midſt of ſacred ſeruice time, but (as it was a [ 3 
cõmon thing many times befvze ſo then did it alſo fall out 9 
that not Men onely, but euery woman did furne their eies "pil 


towards mee, to beholde mee: a1 
Venus oꝛ Minerua (neuer ſeene of 
veierelie come dawn from Beauen a 
O howe manie times did J ſmyle with my ſelfe, feeling 
ſuch content fo tickle mee, and gloꝛping in my ſelfe no leſſe 


wondering at mee, as if Ml 


then a Goddeſſe,beeing not a little pꝛoude of all theſe moſte 1 
; Happy fauours. All the company therfoze of vong Gentle- | 7 
men, leauing of (at ſight of me) to gaze vpon other Gentle» A fine de-. 


women, (of which there was no ſmall number ok rare and ſcription of 
paſſing beautie) and placing themſelues about me, didde in um N 
manner of a Crowne compaſſe me round about, And euerie 
done after his owne fancie, ſpeaking and viuerſly diſtour ſing 
bol my beantie, but all concurring and concluding in one ſens 
tence, did highlie extoll and commende it. But J, who with 
mine eyes turned another wap, made a ſemhlannee fo buſie 
my mind in deuotions, but ginip-oing to paſſe furver; v2 
talke, did conceiue and f&le. »not) ſuddainly went penetra⸗ 
deſired pleaſure and comich fearing they2 violent entrance, 
ing my ſelfe greatlie beherterioꝛ fozces, left me altogether 
eye and pleaſant regardes aboade was not lo long there, but 
gaine. Whereupon J mig, and then were they welcomed | 
nie of them fondly conceiniallion : wherevron the fozefayde 
hope thereof, did greatly gllates againe, b2onght with them 
their companions foꝛ the ſand all palenes quite away, payn 
Whilft J remained thus! Roſe,and made me burne as 
and beheld greatly of many, al from whence all this dydde 
x 15 r, pꝛoceede 


s | ſhonld taptiuate others, it chaunced that an others moſt vn⸗ 
foꝛtunatly entrapped me. And beeing nowe neere to that dos 
i lorous paſſage, which of moſt certaine death, oz els of ſuch a 
1 kind of life, that ſhould be full of anguiſh and ſozrowe, might 
haue beene a ſozrowfull and ſiniſter occaſion, J hne we not 
with what ſpirite moued, but with a ſermelp grace lyfting 
vp mine epes, with an earneſt and ſharpe viewe J ſpzedde. 
: they2 beames amids the multitude of pong Gentlemen, that 
Fiammetta dyd enuiron me round about. And beyond them all J eſpyed 
1s cnamou- A pꝛopper pong Gentleman, leaning vpon a Marble pillar, 
T as f che ag directly obiect to my ſight as myght be. And inſtigated by 
ens. mypurſaing deſtinies, J beganne to marke bis perſonage, 
and his behautour, which of any other befoꝛe, J had neuer to 

dw ſo much, J lay therefoze, that (accoꝛding to my ſlender 
iudgment, which was not yet verie rype about loue mat- 

ters) in his counfenaunce hee was paſſing fapze and amia⸗ 

ble, in hys actions ſwerte and pleaſant, and in his attyꝛe des 

cent and comely, And the little golden t criſped woll which 

began to appeare on his lonely chekes, did giue a maniſeſt 


ſigne of his pong and flo2tſhing age. Who beeing no leſſe pit 


tifall (as it ſeemed) then wyſe, omitted not betweene Man 
and Manne, fo requite mee with louing lokes againe. And 
though J had ſomtimes the power to withdꝛawe mine eyes 
a little whyle from beholding him, pet no accident whatſoe- 
uer, no, not my ſelfe (though ſtrpuing to the contrar p) could 
make mee lee of to trauerſe many ſtraunge and vncouthe 
| | ſolinely was hys very counter - 

iy my hart, that with what 

e ſame, J am not able to 

s did affyzme wyth my 


:are in him, to bee moſte 


ented in mind, and wylh⸗ 


J caſt ſometimes a glance 


ime. 
mes that J beheld him ( vn 


he ſecrete ſnares of lone) fyr⸗- 
newhat longer vpon hrs, * 43 
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2 was wont te do. and the percingbcames of his fapze eyes. 
encountring with mine, me thought,that with a piftiful and 
ſweet: countenaunce bee ſeemed to ſpeake theſe wozdes, O 
Lady, thou art nine onely wy and ſinguler felicitie. Truelp if 
J ſhould ſay, that theſe wo2des did not wo2ke an cxtrao2dis 
narie delight in me, 1 ſhoulde flatly lpe: the ſuppoſition of 
which did ſo highly pleaſe mee, that from the center of my 
hart they dꝛew foꝛth a ſweete and pꝛofound ſigh, which came 
accompanied with theſe wozds, And thou art myne. But 
that remembꝛing my ſelfe, J tooke them from my mouth, 
But what did it auaile 2 That which was not expꝛeſſed and 
pttered foꝛth, my hart did conceive t imagine with it ſelfe, 
retaining y in if, which if it had gone foꝛth, perhaps J chold 
haue pet beene free. Then from that time foꝛ warde. making 
my fooliſh epes the whole arbyters of that, the god where⸗ 
of they were ſo greedy to enioy. J did (me thought) in ſo dw⸗ 
ing greatlie content & pleaſe them. And certes if the Gods, 
= Whodeductall thinges to ſome knowne and certaine ende, 
bad not taken away my vnderftanding, and bereaued me of 
my due knowledge, J myaht haue ſtyll beene myne owne 
woman, But all ſuch conſiderations lapde aſide, J followed 
my ſenſual appetite, t᷑ quickly perſwaded my ſelfe to pteld to 
love : Becauſe no otherwiſe then the elementarie co2uſcatts 
ons ſhooting themſelues from one parte of the ay2e to ano⸗ 
ther, a ſhyning light iſſuing from out hys cleere epes, + run⸗ 
ning by a moſt ſubtile and fine beame , did meete and bytte 
directly againſt mine, which contending to paſſe furder, by 
what ſecret wayes (J knowe not) ſuddainly went penetra⸗ 
ting to my very hart, which fearing they2 violent entrance, 
and calling to it all her exterio2 fo2zces, left me altogether 
pale and colde: But their aboade was not ſo long there, but 
the greateſt feare was paſt, and then were they welcomed 
wyth a hote and burning paſſion : wherevron the fozeſayde - 
fozces returning to their places againe, b2onght with them 
a certaine heate, which d2tuing all palenes quite away, payn 
ted my face like the vermillion Noſe, and made me burne as 
bote as fire: And yet beholding from whence all this dydde 
| „ pꝛocede 


ER 
Wok; — — —— - _ 
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pꝛottede, J could not but bꝛeathe out a ſozrowfull gh, And 
from that how2e foꝛ warde, my thonghtes were occupped in 
nothing els, but meditating of his bꝛaue perſonage,and ap- 
parant vertues,and eſpecially in imagining howe to pleaſe 
him, 
24 In all theſe intertourſes, without chaunging of place 03 
. | countenaunce, he did moſt pꝛiuilie ſteale now & then a looke 
at me againe. And peraduenture as one who hadde beene a 
tryed Souldiour in other amoꝛous battailes, and know- 
ing with what Engines bis wyſhed pꝛape might beſt 
be taken, wyth arguments of greater humilitie, continuallp 
he ſhewed himſelfe moze pittifull, and full of amozous de- 
fires. Alas how much deceite was hydden vnder the vaile of 
that pietie, which (ateg ding as the pꝛeſent effects do te⸗ 
Kifie) beeing nowe moꝛlilled in his bart, where it neuer re- 
iued againe, ) bare onely but an outward ſhow and vyſard 
of lone 2 And becauſe J may pꝛoſecute euerp thing & action 
n perticuler, whereof there was not any , which was not 
_ fraught with rare fraude and cunning guile, whither it was 
be, that voluntarily did wozke it,oz my vnlucky ſtars, that 
would haue it ſo, thus it fell out, that (wanting the due ſkyl 


exactly to ſhew pon how) J found my ſelfe enfangled wyth 


ſuddaine and vnloked foz lone, as at this pzeſent Jam not 
free from the ſame. 

91 my conquered hart wyth a fooliſh conceite, amongſt ſo ma 

nie noble, beautifull, and valiant pong Gentlemen, ß were 

* not onely there pꝛeſent, but alſo in all my Parthenope, dpd 

"rg ae choole to be the firlt, the onely,and laſt Lo2de and maiſter of 

. my life, This was he, whom J loued, and do loue ſtyll moze 

A then ante one in all the wozlde beſides. Thys was bee who 

„was the beginning and pꝛincipall occaſion of all my woes, 

and halbe (as J hope) the finall cauſe of my tragicall death 

* atlaſte. Thys was that day , in the which, firſt of a moſt 

IT free and happy Lady, J became a moſt miſerable x vnhappp 

| *  captiue, Thys was that day, in the which J did firft appꝛe⸗ 

| hende the miſerable effects of fooliſh loue, neuer knowne of 

ms 
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Thys therefoze was he (molt pittifull Ladyes) wbom 
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me befoze. This was that day, wherin venercons benoms © 4 
contaminated firſt my pure and chaſte bꝛeaſte. Alas pooze © © 
=> wzetch,how manie ſoꝛrowes, and what miſery came thys © * 
* day into the wo2ld to the, by thine owne default? Howe far 
> (alas) ſhould annoy and griefe haue bene from me, pf thys 
day had bene turned into darknes? and howe great an ene⸗ 
mie was this day to my vnſtapned honoz? . cc 
But euill things (alas) which are commitfed and paſt, All things 
may be eaſter repzehended then amended, J was therefoze hich are 
taken (as J haue ſapde) and Whither it was ſome infer- 13 
nall farte,oz enuious foꝛtune, which did ſo emulate my chaſt controlled 
felicitie, laping ſnares to entrappe mee, map thys dap Wykh then reme- 
hope of infallible victoꝛp tryumph and reiopte in my miſe⸗ died. 
rable fall. Beeing therefoze poſſeſſed, nay rather oppzeſſed 
with new kinds of paſſions,as one aſtonied, and like a ſence 
leſſe Moman JA ſafte amongſt the other Ladyes and Gen⸗ 
tlewomen, And froubled thus in mind, J did neglect the ſa⸗ 
cred and dinine ſcruice, which as A did ſcarcely heare, ſo dyd 
A not vnderſtande it at all: and thought the ſund2p ſpeeches 
and diſcourſes of Gentlewomen,that ſatte round about me, 
but a kind of buzzing and murmuring in my troubied eares. 
And ſo this newe and vnexpected loue did take ſuddaine poſ- 
ſeſſion of my tender hart, ſo that eyther wyth myne eyes, 02 
with my thonghtes J was euer contemplating on mp belo- 
ved pong Gentleman. And pet my ſimplicitie was ſuch, that 
2 did not almoſt then know, what ende J might wylh oz des 
ſtrre ot ſuch a ſtraunge and feruent paſſion. Now many times 
(alas) coueting to haue ſcene him appꝛoche neere vnto mee, 
did blame his ſaying behind al the reſt of the Gentlemen, 
thinking wyth my ſelte that that was but a colde kinde of 
= , affection in him, which he did perhaps craftilie vſe,and foz a 
pollicie, to make mee moꝛe deſirous to looke on hym, and in 
looking to loue him moꝛe. 
And moꝛeouer, the companie of luſtie vouthes, that ſtode 
befoꝛe hym, did greatly hinder my ſight, of whom, whilſt 
that J buſied myne eyes in looking ſometimes amongſt the, 
there were not a fewe, that, (thinking, that foz thep2 ſakes 
| 15 24 I loo⸗ 
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J looked ſo much towards them) did vainely perhappes be⸗ 


leeue, that I did it fo2 loue of them. But while my thoughts 
and ſences were occupyed in theſe fancyes,the ſollemne ſer - 


uice was finiſhed : and the Ladyes and the reſt of my com» 
panions were riſen vp to depart, when J,recalling my wits 


together, which went wandꝛing about the [werte imagina⸗ 
tion and figure of they2 onely obiect, at the laſt J beheld my 
louelie vong Gentleman againe. And now my lelfe riſen vp 


with the other Gentlewomen ready to be gone, and turning 


mine eyes fowardes him, I percctned that by his pittifull 
lokes (which J had thought to haue pꝛeuented vy mine)tbat 
bis departure, and mine didde greatlie greene him. But not- 
withſtanding, after certaine ſecrete ſighes, and pet ignoꝛant 


of what parentage, eſtate and condition bee was, J went a⸗ 


wap. 

Alas (gentle Ladies) who would beleene it poſſible, that 
ones hart in a moment and point of time ſhoulde alter and 
chaunge ſo much 2 Who would ſay that a man neuer ſeene 
befoꝛe might be ſo extreamelie loned at the firſt ſight? And 
who would thinke, that the deſire of ſeetng ſhould bee ſo fer⸗ 
uentlie kindled in ones bꝛeaſt, as the very ſight it ſelfe, and 
beeing depꝛiued of that, to feele the greateſt paine in p wozld, 
fo2 deſire to ſee the ſame thing againe ? Who would imagin 
that all thoſe things, that haue beene ſo toyfull and delightful 
fo vs befoze, in reſpect of a newe thing tome in place, ſhould 
not peelde ante moꝛe pleaſare at all. Not any one truely,vn- 
leſſe he had pꝛooued and felt them, as J do nowe, Alas that 
lone is not onelie content to vſe ſuch a ſtrange, and to leuere 
kinde of crueltie towardes mee, but in ſubduing mee to his 
might, to pꝛeſcribe new Lawes, clene variant from others. 
X haue oftentimes hearde, that lone in others at his firſt en⸗ 
trance is but light, but by nouriſhed thoughtes augmenting 
his foꝛte, is made greater. But ſo if fared not with mee: foz 
he entred into my beart wyth that ſame fozce, wher with her 


" confinucd ener afferwardes.as one, who at the verpe firlkg 


aſſanlt had moſt entyꝛe and fre poſſeſſion of me. And lyke as 


the grene wood, which is hardly at the firſt ſette on fire, and 
doth 
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doth lie a long time,befoze it reteiueth flames, but after it 
is onte kindled, with greater heate dooth conſerue the fire 
longer, euen ſo it happened vnto me, who with this kynd of 
pleaſing paſſion, neuer oucrcome of any befoze (though at- 
tempted of many) and at the laſt conquered of one, haue bur⸗ 
ned and kept, (as pet J do moze ſenſibly) theſe new flames, 
that haue taken moꝛe hold of mee, then euer they did of ante 
other, who befoꝛe haue aſſayed the like. But leauing aſide 
=> many thoughts, which with diners accidents that moꝛn ing 
” turmoylcdmytroubled mind, and beſides theſe, which nowe 
J haue told, J ſay, that being intended with a newe farte, 
with my captivated and bonde ſoule J returned againe tht- 
ther, from whence (not long ſince) J had bꝛought it free, 
Where after wardes, that J was nowe ceme into my 
Chamber all alone,kindled with variety of burning deſires 
ſarcharged with new thoughts, and pꝛicked with a thouſand 
ſtinging cares, terminating euerie ende of them in the ima⸗ 
gined app2ebenſion of my pong Gentleman, J thought, that 
ik J coulde not weane my lelfe from this ne we lone, at the 
leaſt in my ſecret and ſozrowfull bꝛeaſt, wiſely to haue nons 
riſhed and gouerned the ſame, and warilie to haue bzought 
it to ſome good effect. Uhich things, howe difficult they are 
fo perfoꝛme, none can tell vnleſſe they pꝛoue them, vndoub⸗ 
tedlie beleening , that they do no leſſe harme, then loue it 
ſelfe, Wlberefoze, confirmed as it were in this opinion, A 
ſaide thus to my ſelfe. Alas thou art in loue pœꝛe ſoule, and 
pet thou doſf not know with whom. 

What kinds of cruell thoughts, and howe many carcfull 
cogitations were engendꝛed of this loue, it ſhoulde be to te⸗ 
dious fo2 you daintie Ladies to heare , and to greuous fo2 
me to tell. But pet (thongh fozcing my ſclfe thereunto) to 
obtayne the moze pittie at pour handes, and ſome comfoꝛt 
thereby, 3 meane to vnfolde ſome of them vnto yon. J ſay 
therefoꝛe, that careleſſe of all other thinges, to ſpende þ time 
in thinking of my beloued and amiable peng Gentlemanne, 
was only molk deare and pleaſant vnto me. And imagining 

with my ſelfe, that perſeuering in this, that which J did in- . 
B 
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The firſt booke of 


tend fo conceale,might perhaps haue eaſily biene pꝛeſumed, 
Joftenfimes found fault with my ſelfe foz it. But what did 
it helpe 2 Py owne repzebenfions gaue plate tomy deſires, 
and like woꝛds of light wozth paſſed away with the apze. A 
i: chtefely deſired manie dates together, to knowe what my 
1 BH beloued youth was, to the vnderſtandinge of which thing, 
| newe thoughts made me an open wap, by meanes of which 
moſt warily and pꝛiuilie J knewe it, and whereof J remai⸗ 
[ ned not a little contented. Mp godly oznaments likewpſe, 
. which (as one that little neede them) were not befoze thys 
time ſo much in requeſt with me, began now to be greatlis 2: 
liked of me, thinking that beeing adozned with the,J myght © 
pleaſe the moze : Wherefoze J eſf&emed nowe moze of gozo | 
gious apparrell, gold, pearles, and other pꝛecious ſtones, and 
gemmes, then euer J did befoꝛe. And J, who vutil this time 
bad frequented the holy Temples, Feaſtes, Sea banks, and 
pleaſant Gardens, without any further intent oz deſire, the 
to keepe other Gentlewomen and Ladyes company, began, 
(altered now in mind) foz new purpoſes to reſoꝛte moꝛe ofs 
ten to the fozeſaid places, thinking, that there J might with 
pleaſure not onely beholde , but with delight and deſire bee 
ſene againe, But the great affiaunce (truely) which J was 
wont to haue in my beautie,fozwke me nowe quite, where⸗ 
foꝛe J neuer went out of my Chamber, without the infallt- 
ble counſell of my truſtie Glaſſe : And my cunning handes, 
(A know not by what curions inſtructoꝛ newly taught) find 
ing euerie day moze bꝛaue and rare oꝛnaments, coniopning 
artificiall with naturall beautie, did make mee like Venus 
ſtarre) ſhine amongſt other Ladyes, The great honours 
moꝛcouer, curteſies, and obeiſance, which other Ladpes and 
Gentlewomen ok theyz mere good wyls, and dueties did vn 
to me, although indeede they were incident to my nobilitpe, 
J nowe began to accept and expect as ſeruices duely & woz⸗ 
thily belonging to my higb eſtate, thinking that J ſhoulde 
pleaſe my louer moſt of all, when by theſe meanes be didde 
perteiue, that 3 was of noble byꝛth and lynage. And that cõ⸗ 
mon couetouſnes, which is naturally bozne and ingratfed 2 
y a 
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amorous *1ammetta_. 8. 
all Momen, did wozke in mee (eſchewing the fame) no o⸗ 
ther effects,then to eſfeme of all my riches, land & treaſure, 
” as ifthey bad not bene mine owne : wherby J became not 
= onelie liberall, but f&ling alſo a certaine ſemelie boldnes to 
entreaſe in me, made me deuoide of all womanlie and ſuſpt- 
cious feare, accounting but one thing only deerer to me now 
then befoze. And beſides all this, my eyes which vntill this 
time had been but ſimple, and vnerpert in amoꝛous regards 
chaunged their fozmer faſhions,and grewe meruailous ſkil⸗ 
= full in perfozming their parts, And J diſconered mozeouer 
in me divers other mutations,all which by one and one, J 
” unsre not to ſet done, becauſe firft,it would tee to long a la- 
bour, and ſecondlie, becauſe J beleeue Þ yon (faire Ladyes) 
enamozed perhaps like my ſelfe,are not ignozant how great 
and manie thoſe are, which accompany louers in like cau- 
ſes, EN 
The pong Gentleman was moſt war ie and wiſe,as ma⸗ 
nie times by experience J was ſufficiently thereof acertap⸗ 
ned. Bee came but ſeldome times, and that in moſte honeſt 
and ſeemely ſoꝛt where J was, and hauing (as it ſemed)pur 
poſed the ſelfe ſame thing, that J hadde done, which was to 
conceale altogether theſe amoꝛous flames, did pet with ma⸗ 
ny pꝛiuie and ſtealing lokes, not a fewe times pittifully be- 
holde me. He did therfoze make thoſe kindled flames in me, 
moꝛe feruent and liuelie, and reuiued thoſe againe, (pf anie 
= they were) that were ſpent and quite conſumed in me. But 
flhe beginning ot all this laue was not ſo iopfull and happy, 
but the ſequell and ende of if was moze ſo2ruwfull and vn- 
foꝛtunate, at what time J remained depꝛiued of his ſight,be 
tauſe theſe eyes beeing denyed their wiſhed ioy,did miniſter 
a grenuous occaſion to my pooze harte of greefe, whereuppon 
my ſighes both in quantitie and quallitie were greatly aug⸗ 
mented: And hote deſtre,occupying almoſt enery leaſt ſente 
of myne,did make me line as one beſides my ſelfe, and as if — * 
J had not bene there wherg J was, made many that ſawe 1... ehe. 
me, to wonder often times at me, attributing after wardes cially is a 
infinite and feyned occaljons (taught mee onely of loue) to weake mind 
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ſuch ud cnn vncouth accidents. And beſides all thys, 
taking from mee mante times my (weete reſte in the night 
time, and appetite in the dap, did dꝛiue me ſometimes to cer 
fayne ſuddaine and furious kinds of actions, and tranſpoz⸗ 


ted my tongue into ſtrange and fonde ſpeeches. Behold how 


my bnaccuſtomed goꝛgious apparrell, my pꝛodigall attpze, 
my ſcalding and newe fighes,my vnwonted geſture, fran⸗ 
ticke fits, the loſſe of my reſt. quietnes, and health, and manp 
other things. which this newe loue bꝛought wyth it, amogſt 
many other Seruaunts and familiars in my houſe, made a 
Nurce of mine eſpecially to meruaile much, who, as ſhe: 
was burdened with many peeres, ſo in rype wyſedome and 
good experience ſhee was not pong at all. And who hauing 
ſometimes knowne and tryed the heate of Cupids flames, 
and making ſemblance to the contrary,did oftentimes rep2e 
hende me, and my ſuſpected follies. But finding me on a day 
laide vpon my bedde , and oppꝛeſſed with deepe melancholy 
and ſadnes, and perceiuing by my face, that I was ouerchars 


The Nurce (ed with bur dens of heauy thoughts, and ſeeing no company 
her ſpeeche With me but her ſelfe, began thus to ſay vnto me. 


to Fiam- 


metta. 
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Oh Daughter,derer to me then myne own hart ſfrings, 
what cares do moleſt the thus of late? Now thou ſpendeſf | 
not one howze ( whom ſometimes J was wont to ſ& merrg 
and free from all penũuenes) without infinite cares,and bur 
ning ſighes. 

Then after a great ſigb, and often chaunging of my to- 
jour, turning me now this way,. nowe that way, my tongune 
beeing ſcarce able to fozme and faſhion one woꝛde aright, 1 
aunſwered her againe. 5 

O dere Aurce, no newe thing doth annop mee, nepther 
do J fele any moꝛe grife, then J was wont to do, theſe nas 
farall courſes onely excepted. and influences, which, neuer 
keeping vs in one ſtay and eſtate of life, make mee at this 


au pꝛeſent (moze then they were wont) bothe painefull e pen- | 
tue. Thou verily doſt deceiuerne Daughter , (aunſwered | 


the olde Nurce againe,) noꝛ dwſt canteiue how great a mat ; 
ter it is, to make temperate and adyzſed perſons belene one 


thing 


amorous Fixmmettk—. 9. 
thing in wo:vs, and to ſhewe the tontrarie hy demonſtrati- * © 
on, Chou niedeft not to kepe that hidden from mee, which 10 
manie daies ſince J did knowe to be in ther. 28 

Alas when J heard her ſay ſo, ſurpꝛiſed with great mer⸗ 
uaile and greefe, knowing my ſelſe to be touched to þ quick, 
with an angrie countenaunte J ſaid to her. 

Then if thou doſf know, why dof thou aſke ? wherfoꝛe c 

J requeſte no moze at thy handes, but to conceale and keepe « c 

that cloſe which thou knoweſt. J will not belceue me, (aide 
the againe) diſcloſe that, which is neither lawfull noz rea- « e 
ſonable fo acquaint others withall, earneſtly beſeching the « 
Gods, that befsze J manifeſt (during the well nigh finiſhed « c 
courſe of my pooze life)ante thing, which (much oz litle)may c c 
turne to thy ſhame, oꝛ that may in ante one iotte pzciudicate « c 
thy honoꝛ, honeſtie, and vertuous name, the earth may open 
and ſwallow me aliue. It is a god while ſince my Daugh⸗ 
ter, that J learned to keepe ſecrecie in matters (perhaps) ol « 
as great impoztaunce as this: And therefoꝛe liue ſecure ot 
this, admoniſhing ther fo take dilligent heede, and to be verie 
car efull, leaſt others know that by thy indirect dealings, and 
vnaduiſed pꝛactiſes, which without repozt either ol thy ſelfe, c 
oꝛ of ante other but by thy outward countenance-onelp, and 
meere behauiour J haue perceiued. But if this kinde of mad 
ollie, into which (A knowe thou art raſhly fallen) were be⸗ 
feming a Moman of thy eſtate, if thou wert as wyſe no we, 
as of late thou wert, would leaue it to thine owne conſide 
ration, beeing tertaine, that my tounſell herein ſhoulde take . 
no place, as a thing needeleſſe. But becauſe this cruell Ty 
rant, (to whom like a vong and ignozant Moman, not ta⸗ = 

king anie heede ol him, and of his poyſoned bayts, thou haſte . 

ſimply ſubiected thy ſelfe (hath together with tyy ſweete li⸗ 

bertpe, bereaued, thce-alſo of thy ſounde vnderſtanding, 1 

thinke it not amille, to put ther freendly in remembꝛaunce, 

and humbly to entreate the , that from thy impotent and 
chaſte bꝛeaſt, thou wouldeſt baniſh all wicked thinges, and. 
naughtie thoughts, and by obliuion conſume theſe vnhoneſt 
flames, and not to ſuffer thy ſelfe become a handmaide and 
C1, bondſlauc 
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c bondllaus to moſt filthy hope. And nowe it is time fo reſiffe 
He that re- With fo2ce and courage, becauſe whoſoener doth ſtoutly res 
fiſterh lone ſift, oppoſe himſelfe in the beginning, he may eafily d2pne 
inthe be- gut this villanous and enuious lone, and like a wozthy and 
Joch aber. wyle Conquerer may ſafely triumphe ouer him. But who- 
come it in ſoener with tõtinued thoaghts and flattering imaginations 
the ende · doth continue and maintaine it, may hardlie, and to late 
<< caſt of his yoke, into the which voluntarilie hee did put hs 
| | << neck, | 5 
9 4 Alas (ſaid J then) howe caſte is it to talke of thoſe thin⸗ 
cc ges, and howe difficult a matter fo remedy them. Although 
<< (faid ſhe againe) that they are verie barde to bee done, yet 
c c are they poſſible inough to be refozmed,and ought to be per⸗ 
c c fozmed, Thon ſeeſt, oꝛ (af the leaſt if thou wilt) mayſt ſee, 
c a that in following thine owne fancies, thou haſt (as it were) 7 
cc acerfaine kind of deſire to ruinate the highnes of thy birth, 
cc to obſcure the great and ſhpning fame of thy manifold ver- 7 
| cc tues, to loſe the flower of thy beautie, to blemiſh thy honour 
cc in this pꝛeſent wozlde, and to diſcredit all thoſe other good 
c parts in thee beſſdes, which ought of all Women to be kept 
cc holy and vnſtained, and cſpectally of ſuch as thou art, whoſe 
cc vertues (as in nobilitie thou art aboue the reſt) ſhonlde alſs '” 
c c ſhyne aboue the reſt. And beſides all this, to hazard the loſls 
c c of the gracious fauoure of thy noble Yuſbande, whom thou 
cc haft fo long (and pet dooſt) loued ſo well, and who entirelie 
cc ſoueth thee againe, Thou ſhouldeſt not truely haue ſo much 
c c ag a thought of idle loue, neither do J thinke (iflike a wyſs 
cc Woman thou dot but fake ſound counſell of thy ſelfe) that 
c thou wilf,noz canſt buſie thy wits about it. But theſe olde 
cc bzeaſts of mine with manie pteres wozne ont (of the which 7 
c c thou diddeſt firſt ſucke out thy nouriſhing milke and lining 
| | cc ſuſtenaunce) even by theſe, moſte humbly J pꝛap the, that 
{ << thou wouldeſt in theſe timerons octurrents ſuccoꝛ thy ſeife, 
| cc and be careful both foz thy health and honoꝛ, and in theſe thy 
_ £6 perplerities not fo reiett my weake t willing comfozts, And 


b << think moꝛeouer that an earneſt wyll and deſire to bee made 
* © whole againe, is not the ſmalleſt parte, and no little helpe to 


recquer 


amorous Fiammett4_. 10 
retouer thy fozmer bealth. Then J began thus to reply, D A wyll to 

deere Narce, well do I knowe,that theſe things which thou >< bealed, 

telleſt me are mot true, but franticke furie compelleth mee h in 

to followe that which is my bane, and my guilty minde, and ay onc chat 

ouerralh in her deſires, attempts in vaine to put thy counſel is ſicke 

in pꝛactiſe, becauſe that which reaſon willeth me to dw, is o⸗ , 

nercome by vnrulie will, which moſt mightilte dooth domi- , , 

nate in me. Loue with his deitie doth poſſeſſe my harte, and „, 

there, with his migbtie ſignoꝛy oucrruleth my ſubiect mind , 

And how hard a matter is it.foz a feeble woman to reſiſt bys , 


foꝛtes. (Ah Nurce) thou knoweſt well enough. 11 90 mg 
Arnd hauing ſo ſaid,ouercome by the fozce of my greeuous „ an 
paſſion,and fainting J fell betweene her armes. But ſhee, „ 3 5 


troubled in mind moꝛe then befo2e, with an auſtere counte - 

naunce,and ſharper ſpeches beganne fo diſcipline mee thus. 

Pon wilfull companie of amozous and wanton pong Gen⸗ » 

tlewomen, kindled with burning deſires,4 firie luſte, which » 

ſpurring vou fozwardes to impious idolatrie, haue fondlye „ 

found out Loue to be a God, who moze tuſtiy deſerueth the 

title and name of frantick furie, And call him the Sonne of > , 

Venus, ſaying that be deriueth his omnipotent power from , 

the third Beauen,as though pon woulde excuſe pour follyes , 

with a needleſſe kind of neceſſitie, O decetued ſoules, and bt- , , 

terlie deuoide of all reaſon, and moſt ignozant of that which , 

you ſaie. Sent from the infernall furies, with a ſuddain and wanton #4 
ſwift flight he viſiteth all the woꝛld, bꝛinging to him 5 dooth Leue repro» -— 
entertaine him, not deitie but diſpaire, not freendly felicitie, _ "FB 
but fendlie folly,allighting on thoſe, wh6 be doth know to a 1 
bounde in ſuperfluitie of woꝛldlp goods, and to eniope them 7 
with a vaine and pꝛodigall mind, and on him whom he thin⸗ 4 
keth fitteſt and moſt foꝛ warde to make him place. And thys ? ? 

is heere moſt manifeſt by thee, Why,do we not (& holy Ve- ? * 

nus to dwell offentimes in little cottages, bothe p2ofitable ? * 

and neceſſarie fo2 our p2ocreation 2 yes truly, But this:who ? ? 

by frenſie is called Lone, coueting euer diſſolute thinges, ? * 

lodgeth in no other place, but where happy Foztune dooth ? * ul 
\myle, and where her gyfts abound. 8 1 


. The firſt Jooks of 


4% Thys dainty one, diſdapning no leſſe ſufficient fode to 


- « « ſatil-fie nature, then neteſſarp clothing, doth frame all bys 


« « perſwaſtons to delicate fare, and ſumptuous attyze, and ſo 
« « entermingling his ſecrete 4\weete poyſon with them, doth 
« « deceive and deſtroye vnwarie and ignoꝛaunt ſoules. Tbys 
« « m92e willingly and often ſcene in high and p2incly Palaces, 
is ſeldome oꝛ neuer ſcene in pooꝛe and Country cottages, 
« c Becauſe it is a certaine pꝛeciſe peſtilence, which doth chuſe 
c ott onely bꝛaue and ſtatelp lodginges, as moſt agreeable in 
c the ende to his wicked p2actiſes, We ſe in pwze and ſimple 
« « people, effects of god and quiet conſequence, but in the rich, 
«cWallowing in pleaſure, and ſhyning in they2 aboundaunce 
«« of gold, (inſatiable as well in this as in all thinges els) that 
he is ( moꝛe then is requiſite) foz the moſt part founde: and 
ce that which he cannot do (who can do moſt) he doth deſire, 
« « and eſpecially endeuour to bzing to paſſe , Among whom J 
ce perceiue thee (moſt vnhappp and vnfoꝛtunate Piſtreſle) to 
e be one, who by too much wealth, caſe and idle pleaſure, haſt 
cc enfred into theſe newe and vnbeſeeming cares. Whom, af- 
« c ter J had a god while heard, J aunſwered thus again. Holde 
e thy peace thou olde and foltſh dotarde, and pꝛate not thus as 
c - gainfk my God, Thou ſpeakeſt voluntarily againſt him, thy 


« « ſelfbeing no leſle impotent foz theſe effects, then iuſtlp caſt 


c « of all menne, blaſpheming hym nowe, whom in time of thy 
c vonger peres thou diddeſt religiouſly adoze. If other Ladies 


ts moꝛe noble, wiſer, and moze famous the my ſelfe haue here⸗ 


ac tofoze thus entitled him,. and ceaſe not pet to call him by the 
e name of a mighty God, how can J then alone giue him anie 
ce newe oꝛ deuiſed name. To be plaine with thee, J am become 
« « his Subiect, but from whence the occaſion of this allegance 
« « doth ſpꝛing, J neither know noꝛ can tell thee. And what can 
Ado moze { Py feminine fozces contoyned ofteftimes wyth 

. hys celeſttall power are ouertome, and tonſtrained to retyꝛe 
4c backe againe. Wherefoze there reſteth no moꝛe fo2 the end 
« c of my newe and mozfall papnes, but my neere death, oz eis 
« c tbe enioying of my wiſhed loue, which woes J pꝛape the to 
* mitigate (it p art ſo wiſe as 1 3 eſteeme there) by thy ſage coũſel 

- and 


amorous Friammetta_—. I. 
and ſpeedie helpe, which will perhaps leſſen them at pleaft, , , 
oz els by thy bitter repꝛehenſions ſurte aſe to exalperate and , 
make them greater,blaming that in mee, which my ſoule, , , 
(not able to do otherwiſe) with all the power and fozce it,, 
bath, is wholly diſpoſed to follow. She departed therfoze out 
of my Chamber ſomewhat offended (as ſhe had inderde god 
= cauſe) at this my peremtozie anſwere , not giuing mee one 
woꝛd againe, but murmur ing (J know not what) with her 
elfe, leauing me all alone. 
NA Nowe was my louing Nurce J ſay gone, without ſpea- lo this 
king anie moze to me, whoſe tounſelles though vnaduiſedly place one 
reeieced ot me, vet, J remaining all alone, pondered all ber MY d 
won des in my carefull bꝛeaſt. And (although my vnderſtan⸗ „ enſuali 
ding was obſcured with miſtie clowdes of ſenceles loue, ) J tie is to 
founde in them nenertheleſſe a werte and relyſhed taſte, rca(oo. 
which making my hart, touched as it were with repetance, 
with a wauering and vntonſtant mind J did tonſider better 
of that, which ( euen now J told her) J had reſolued to folow, 3 
Mherfoꝛe beginning nowe to thinke t to perſwade my ſelfe 1 
to let this doubtfull and daungerous matter paſſe away, J | We: 
thought if god fo call her backe againe foz my nedeful com- 
foꝛt: but this god motion was quickly countermannded by 
anew and ſuddaine accident. Becauſe lying all alone in my Venus doth 
ſecrete Chãber, a moſt faire Lady (nat knowing frõ whence zppeate vn- 
the came) appeared befoze mine eyes, glittering with ſuch her, 
ſhvning light, that compaſſed her round about, y my dazeled 
eies might ſcarce behold her, who ſtanding thus befoze mee, 
without either mouing o2 ſpeaking,as much as by þ golden 
light J might illuminate ſharpen my eies, ſo far foozth did 
J calf their beames, vntill at laſte ber beautifull fozme, and 
fozmall fepture of her body was fully arriued to my perfect 8; 
knowledge. Uhom whe J didclerely ſer, to be allnaked,ſa- * tine de- 1 


ſcription of 


uing only a thine vaile of fine purple filk, which (although it fayte wo- 
touered ſome part of her ſnow white body) did neuertheles ma, 
abꝛidge my ſight in loking on her no moꝛe, then if 4 bad be- 
held ſome godly figure oꝛ Image encloſed in criſtal oz clere 
glaſſe. er maieſtical head, the haire 8 did ſo much cx- 

| 3. cxde 


Venus her 


* 0 2 , * 
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ceede gold in bzightnes, as the golden colour of ours paſſeth 
the yelloweſt and ſofteſt in fairenes , was crowned with a 
fine Garland of greene Py2tils, vnder the ſhabow of which, 
A ſaw two eyes of incomparable beauty,and paſſing louelie 
to behold,did caſt foozth a mernailons and ſplendant bzighf- 
nes, and all the reſt of her faire face, was in like p2opoztion 
adoꝛned with ſuch diuine beautie, Þ ber like on earth myght 
not (A think) be found, She ſpake not a wozd, glozying per - 
haps in her ſelt, to (& me gaze on her ſo much, oz els to pleaſe 
and delight me,perceiuing me lo greatly content & deſirous 
to behold her, pet at length, by little and little in p tranſpa- 
rant and ſhyning light, moꝛe tleerely diſcouering to mee the 
fatreſt parts of her daintie body, becauſe ſhee knewe v with 
my vnable tongue J coulde not rehearſe her exceeding beau⸗ 
ties, noꝛ (without euident fight of them) imagine any ſuch fo 
line amongſt moztall men. Which admirable beauties, whe 7 
the perceiued, that I had ſeuerally e earneſtly marked, and 

to maruaile no leſſe at the rare perfection of them, as to wõꝰ⸗ 
der at her comming thither, with a pleaſant and mild coun⸗ 
tenaunce, and with an angelicall voyce, ſhe began to ſpeake 
thus vnto me. 

Pong Lady, and of all others moſt noble, what doſt thou 


peeche ro intend to do, diſturbed by the new coũſels of thy old Nurce? 
Fixmmetta, KnOWſt thou not, that theſe are moze intricate and harder to 


„ folow,then lone it ſelf, from which ſo fondly thou dellreſt to 
„„ lee: Doſt thou not conteiue what great and intollerable ſo⸗ 
„„ row they kerpe in ſtoꝛe foz thee ? moſt foliſh woma,once and 
, euen now ours, and by the þ bable of the old womũ doſt now 
„, feare to bee ours againe,like her who is yet igno2ant of the 
„„ quantity of our great deligbts, x quality of our ſwete iopes. 
, » Unaduiſed as thou art, vpholde and maintaine him by our 
„ ſpeeches, whom the heauens and earth canne ſcarce containe 
„„ with his might. What doit thou know how much our wins 
„„ged Sonne without reſiffance doth raigne, and command, as 
„much as Phæbus, ryſing with his golden beames out of the 
„ rich Ganges, and plunging in the Hiſperian waues with his 
„„ wearied Chariot, to gine ſome reſte to his fainting * 
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. 
and to eaſe his owne laboꝛs, ſich in a clire day : And howe 


he dilateth bis ſignozic ouer all that, which is ſhut bppe be c 


tweene cold Arture © the burning Pole, who is not onelte a a. 


God in heauen amongſt other Goddes, but is ſo much moꝛe . 
mighty then all the reſt, that there is not any one there,who ; c 


hath not bene ſomtimes wounded with his inenitable weas- cc 


pons. With golden and coloured feathers, flying ſwiftlie « c 


thozow out his kingdoms, in a moment of time hee doth vi- The great 
ſite them all, and gouerning bis ſtrong bow vppon his ſtret⸗ force of 


ched ſtr ing, cunningly diredeth his arrowes, wzought by vs Loue. 
and tempered in our holy waters: and when he findeth out 
ſome one,moze woozthy and fit fo2 his ſeruice then another, 
bee ſhotes them ſpeedily whereſoeuer it pleaſeth him. Ye < © 
doth ſfir vp and augment in pong men cruell x firy flames, 
and in fyꝛed and old men, doth renue their ſpent and waſted < © 
beate, inflaming the chaſte bꝛeaſtes of virgins with an vn- © © 
knowne and hidden fire,and kindling liuelp e lovely toales, 


as well in wives as in widowes. Be commannded when be © © 


lit, the Gods (ſcoꝛched with his firebzands)to leaue þ Yea- © © 
nens aboue, and with counterfet ſhapes, and falſe habites, to 
ſoiourne on þ earth. Mas not Phxbus,who conquered ſinel © © 
ling Python, and firſt tuned the melodious Cyterns ef Per- 
naſſus,many times his vaſſale, ſometimes foz foliſh Daph- << 
ne, ſometimes fo Climene, and ſometimes fo2 waar" cc 
and fo2 many moe? pes truly. And at the laſt, hyding bys < © 
great light vnder the ſhape of a poze enamozed @Sbeepbeard © © 


kept Admetus his flocks 2 Jupiter himſelf, who doth gonern © © 


the heauens, & controleth all he Goddes,by his compulſion, © © 
foke vppon him fo2mes farre vnbeſeming his omnipotent < © 
deitie. Sometimes ſpꝛeading bis winges vnder the ſhape of < © 


a lillie white byzd,ſounded fozth moze lwert e pitiful notes, All mo 
then the dying Swannes of Meander. And ſomtimes tranſ, Fab * = 
fozmedinfoa yong and godly white Bullock, w rude hozns Gust fa hi, 
on his mighty Godhead,beltowed out amids the meadowes nl. for 
fleldes, and plaines, his ams2ous plaints, and deyned not to matioos. 


ffope t pꝛoſtrate his backe to the kntes and ſeate of a ſillye 


D pꝛap, with clouen © © 
C 4. bhafes < © 


—— * 4 try 
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40 babes, inttedde of cutting — — 
ee parting the waues, and making way thozowe ß derpeſt and 
« c raging billowes, he paſſed his bꝛothers kingdomes, who foz 
e Semele in his owne fozme,and who foz the loue of Calyſto, 
c turned himſelf into the likeneſſe of Diana. And fo tel of that 
« « wbich in times paſt he did, metamozphized into a ſhower of 
4 gold, foꝛ the loue of fayze Danace , and tranſ-fozmed info o⸗ 

 « ther ſhapes fo2 many moze, it would be to long. And þ fierce 

God of war, whoſe angry and ſterne countenaunce,+ whole 

« « boylkerly bebaniour doth make p very Gyants afraide, hath 

'« tempered his terrible and moztall effects vnder his power, 
ce and was content to become a Louer. And Iupiter his blacke 

Smith, who neuer firretb from his firy foꝛge, continually 
« beating and framing thunderbolts, hath beene alſo kindeled 

« with his fire,and (mitten with his golden bolts, which are 

tc moꝛe mighty, and wound moze deepe then his, though made 

« ok hard pꝛon and ſtur die ſteele. And my ſelfe likewiſe, (al- 
though am his mother) could not de fende my ſelfe fro hys 
« might, whoſe ſtreames of mourning teares powzed fooꝛth 
«7 foꝛ ſwert Adonis his vntimely and cruell death, can ſutfici⸗ 
« ently teſtiſie But wherfoze do wee trouble our ſelues wyth 
« retitall of ſo manp examples. There is no deity in Heauen, 
e which bath eſcaped him, but only Diana. And ſhe delighting 
i ber ſelfe in wods and hunting, hath fled(nay as ſome think) 


7» ry hid her ſelfe frõ him. But if perhaps (as incredulous) 7 
*«, thou doſt not allow of thts frue t fried examples of p Gods, = 
whoſe manſion places are in y heavens aboue;t art deſirous *! 
to know who hath in earth beneath felt like ſo many there 


8 


; , are,that I ſcarcely know where to begin, pꝛomiũng and gi- | 
« , uing ther to vnderſtand, that they were no baſe, pw2e,o2 ſim | 


— men, but the ſtouteſt + moſt valiant wights that euer li⸗ 
ued. And frſt of al let vs behold the maſt ſtrong and inuinti⸗ 
ble ſon of Alcmena, who laping aſide his dygie arrowes, and 


. caſting or bis huge and rongb Lyons ſkyniie,delighted very | 
often to paſſe his louing times awayin framing and fytting 
' Emeralds foz his martiall fingers; and afterwardes to pze- 


tribe Lawes foz his rugged and buſhy locks, and by one and 
one 


2 
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one to ſetfe them in effeminate and fine o2ver. 


And that mighty bande, with the which bee hadde but , 55 
erſt carped his ſfronge and knottie clubbe , killed great An- „ 
theus and beate downe,and dꝛawne from Pluto his Pallace , , 
gate the helliſhe triple headed Dogge, did now dꝛawe foꝛth , , 
ſmall thzedes, which he ſpun on lole her diſtaffe: And thoſe „ 
ſhoulders,on which high be auen was impoſed (Atlas chaun , , 
ginge ſhoulders with him) were firſt tenderly pꝛelled, and „„ 
beclipped of lole: And after wardes (to pleaſe her the moꝛe,) , , 


couered with embꝛodered garments of fine purple and gold. „„ 


What amo ꝛous Paris did fo2 his ſake , what faite Hellene, „ 
what Clytemneſtra, and what Egiſtus did, all the woꝛld doth „ 
knowe to well. And thereſoze as (as needcleſſe alſo) 3 omitte „, 
to ſpeake of Achilles, ot Seylls, Ariadne, Leander, Dido, and , 
many moꝛe. 53 

Belceue me (Lady) this i is a holy fper, and of great foꝛce. , 
Now half thou (thereloꝛe) heard howe mighty Gods in bea- , , 


uens,and no meane men in earth haue bene vnder the ſwet Louc dooth 


voake of my pꝛincely Sonne. But what wilt thou ſay of his vorke bis 


fozce extended in irrationall and bꝛute beaſtes, as well in the - eee 


ay2e,as in the earth. Foz him the moznefall Turtle Doue poaſtcs. 


doth followe her mate: and our pꝛittie Pigeons with a mer- , 
ueilous kinde of affection, do kilſe and bill their lwuing ones 3 
alſo. And thereis not any beaſt lining in the wide earth, that, 
can,o2 doth at any time eſcape his gins. The fcareful Parts, 

in the Wods waxing flerce, e crucil amongeſt th emlelues, 5 
when he doth wounde them with his dartes, fightinge and 5 


| : bzaping after their deſired rlouing Hinds, ſbe w blody ligncs „ 


of this burning heafe . The enraged  wylde Bozes theirs”? 5 
at the mouth with whot and firie froth , pꝛouoked by the in- , as 
ſtincte, and lawes of naturall loue, pꝛepare and whet they ; 
fearing tuſkes, to fight. And the whot Lions of Libia mit- 

ten with lone, make all the woddie hilles, and hollowe val⸗ 
leyes to reſound with their roaring outcries. But leaving } 
the waves and champaignes, 3 ſay mozconer,that the Gods 

of the Seas and running Niue rs, euen in their coldeſt wa⸗ > 
ters, fe&le the 1 and vnquenchable heate of my Son. , 
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« « N02 do J thinke that it is vnkowen to thee, what appꝛoued 
<< teſtimonie Neptunus,G'laucus, Alfeus, and others haue gi- 
cc gen therof, who were not able to cxtinguiſh,no, not ſo much 
cc as to mitigate theſe flames with their colde 4 frozen flodes: 
which although it hath beene of enery one long ſince knowne 
ce in earth, and in the deepeſt waters, pet penetrating further 
<c into the bowelles of the earth, it doth violently make open 
C way to the dzeadfull King of the darke Stigian Lakes, Peas 
c uen and earth therefoze, the Sea and Bell haue aſſaied the 
< vertue and foꝛte of his arrowes. And becauſe thou mapeſt in 
<< fewe woꝛdes compzehend eucry thing concerning his migh⸗ 
<< ty ſtrength, J ſay, that all things are ſubtect to natures loze, 
c and no power is free from it, and that this it ſelfe,alſo is vn⸗ 
c der his lawes. Foz if he doth once commaunde, olde hatreds 


cc and grudges are fo2goffen , and newe angers and auncient 


C rancours give place fo his fozcible fliers. - 

cc And laſt of all, his power ſtretcheth fozth ſo farre, that it 
c doth make mothers in lawe become gracious and gratefull 
e fo their ſteppe childzen, which is no little wonder. Uhatf 
c © daſt thou ther efoꝛe ſecke: Mhat dolt thou! doubt of? UWhat 
c © deft thou folifhly flie: if ſo many deuine Goddes, ſo manis 
c © and (a migbty men, and ſo many fierce and cruel beaſts haue 
c beene conquered ot him, wilt thon then thinke it a ſhame to 
c © be ouercomed: Alas thou knoweſt not what thou haſt to do? 
But it may be, in ſabmitting thy ſelfe to him, thou doſt ex- 
c pect ſome bitter repꝛehenſton, and doſt( perhaps) feare ſome 
«© ſhame to enſue thereof, which can by no meanes fall vnto 
ce thee, ſince a thouſande moze excellent women then thy ſelfe, 
c hauing committed fenne thouſand greater faultes then this 
« © ſhall ſuffitientlp excuſe thee, and, as great pꝛeſidentes ofthis 
« © thy reaſonable lappes (if ſo it be) exempte thee from repꝛoch: 


c who, as thou art not ſg mightie as they , haſt not erred ſo 


cc much as thep haue done. But if thoſe motiues do not alter 
« « thy minde, and pet per happes will obſtinatelp ſtill reüſte. 
« Thinke that thou canſt not iopne with lupiter in vertue, 
44 with luno in ritches , with Apollo in wiſedeme, and with 
« « Me in beauty. And if all we haue beenc ouertome, doſt thou 

Ones 
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onely thinke to triumphe in thy ſole conqueſt? Thonart de- © © 


ceiued, if thou art of this opinion, and ſhalt ſuffer a baſe foile © © 


in thine own p2owd conceite. Let that ſuffiſe the, which here 


tofoze hath beene enough, and to much fo2 heauen and earth, 
and make not thy ſelfe ſo timerous in ſaping. J haue a hul⸗ 
band, and holy lawes and pꝛomiſed faith fozbiddeth me theſe © < 
thinges, becauſe they are but vaine conceites and friuolous © © 
obiections againſt his vertue. Fo2 lyke a ſtrong and mighty © © 
P;ince he dofb plant his eternall lawes, when, not caringe © © 
foz other of meaner ſubſtaunce, be doth account them but 
baſe and ſeruile rules. Paſiphaefikewiſe had a huſband, and 
Phedra, and J my ſelfe, when J loued. Nay huſbands them © © 
ſelues fo2 the moſt part lwue other women, when they haue 
wiues of their owne , as laſon foz example, Hercules and 
wiſe Vliſſes. Noiniurie therefoze is offered vnto them, if < © 


that they are counterchecked with thoſe lawes , which they <<. 


themſelaes vſe towardes other. No pꝛerogatiue is graunted © © 
moꝛe to them, then to womt. Mherloꝛe abandon theſe foliſh << 
and vnconſtant thoughts, and loue ſecurely as thou haſt bee © © 
gunne. Beholde if thou wilt not ſubmit thy ſelfe to mighty © © 
loue,of neceſſitie thou muſt flie away , t whether wilt thou 
take thy flight but Þ be wil purſue, & overteke ther? his pow © © 
er is alike in every plate, and whereſoener thou goeſt thou 
art ſtill in his kindomes, in p which none can hide thẽſelues 
no longer then it pleaſeth him to ſuffer them. Let this ſuffiſe < 
ther ( poung Ladie) that thou art not moleſted with ſuch abho © 
minable and wicked luſt, as Mirra, Semiramis, Biblis, Canas © © 
ce, Cleopatra were. My Don ſhal wozke in the no ſtraung⸗ 
and new thinges . He doth rule by lawes as well as other 
Gods, in following which, thou muſt perſwad thy ſelfe, that © 
thou art not the fir ſt, and ſhalt not be the laſt . And if perad. < © 
uenture thou doſt belteue, that thou doſt at this pꝛelent loue 
alone, thy belefeis but vaine, and falſe. Fo2 to let the other 
woꝛld paſſe in ſilence, which is full of them, let vs onely luke 


into thy noble Citty, in the which thou haſt many bꝛaue and 


infinite companions, And note this withall, that what hath 
bene , and is done of ſo many = and iudicious perſons, © © 
1 55 2. map 
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c map net iuſtly bee thought vaine and accompfed friuolous. 

© © Followe vs therefoze, and with thankſull woꝛdes and crate 

full deeds requite our deifte fo2 thy peereſcſſe beauty, and ins 

te termit not to remember her, bobo hath out of the number of 

tc {imple 4 ignoꝛãt ſoules choſen q toke th ce, to make thee know 

© participate y pleaſure of our gifts. Alas god Ladies, what 

ſhold oꝛ could J anſwer, to ſuch perſwaſine oz foꝛcible reaſõs 

alleaged by ſo mighty a Goddelle, but only this. Diſpoſe W 

me as if pleaſeth the beſt. I ſap therfoꝛe, now ſhe held her 

peace, when J hauing gathered all her woꝛds into the depth 

of my capacitie, and felt them ſull of infinite cxcuſes , and 

unc wing her alſo better now (the at the firſt,)reſolued with 

my ſelfe to embꝛace and follow her weet and pleaſing coun⸗ 
telles:Nhereſoze riſing quickly out of my bedde, and with 

an humble minds caſfing my knees on the ground, being full 

c of feare, began ſoftely to ſay thus vnto her. Oh cternall 

cc and ſinguler beauty, Oh heanenly deity, Dh onely Lady and 

The force miltrefſe of my reſolute minde, whoſe fozce the moze it is re 
of loous ſiſted, the moꝛe it is felte, pardon my ſimple and ſwliſhe en⸗ 
- e aeg counter, which J haue made againſt the pearcing weapons 
ono. in Of thy vnknowen and puilſant Bonne: And wozke with mee 
themthat at thy owne pleaſure. And ſtoping to thy will, guerdon my 
ſceke faith as thou haſt pꝛomiſed at fit time and conuenient place, 
to expell it, hetauſe that others pꝛayſing thy effectes in me, and wiſhing 
* © themſelnes the like, the number of thy ſubiects may without 
ende entreale. | 
z had ſcarcelie ſpoken theſe woꝛdes, when moning from 
the place where the ſtod, ſhe came to me, and with a feruent 
kinde of affection and merrie conntenaunce embꝛacing mee, 
ſhe firſt kiſſed my foꝛehead, and after wardes, as falſe Aſcas 
nius b2eathing ſecret and burning fire info Dido her mouth 

ſo the reſpiring the lyke into mine, made my firſt deſires 
moꝛe whot,and my paſſicns moze feruent,as after fo the ru⸗ 
ine of mp toꝛmented hart 3 felte them. And opening a little 
her purple vaile, ſhe ſhewed me betweene her delicate paps, 

d liucly image of my beloned gentleman, enfolded in a fyne 
garment,whoſe werte face ſeemed to be full of many cares, 


not 
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not much vnlike to mine, and ſapde thus. Beholde young , , 
Ladye thy louinge and lopall gentleman. And wee haue , , 
not giuen the Litta,Geca , noꝛ Birria foz thy lover , no2 one , , 
like to any of theſe. But being moſt woꝛthy foz many bꝛaue „, 
parte, and a beautiful perſonage to be beloued of any God- ,, 
delle, doth lone th&e(as we haue o2dained') mo2e then hyme , , 
ſelfe , and will continue the ſame foꝛ euer. Wherefoze dꝛi⸗ "I 
ning all foliſh feare away, addicte thy ſelfe toyfully agatne , , 
to his pure and deſerned loue. Thy meritozions pꝛapers „, 


haue with pittie penetrated into our eares, and therefoze af , , 


= Cure thy ſcife that thou ſhalt without faple acco2ding to tby , , 
= will and wozkes reape no ſmall bencfit of them. And thus 
without ſpeaking any moze ſhe vaniſhed ſodainly out of my 
ſight. 1 

Alas poꝛe w2etch that J am, conld J other wiſe thinks 
frying the ſequelles of her ſugered ſuggeſtions , and of my 
enſuing mifertes,but that this counterfaite Goddeſſe , was 
rather cruell Cteſiphone, then gentle Venus, Þ thus appea- 
red vnto me, who taping alide foz a while her valte and hide⸗ 
dus heaire, no otherwiſe then luno the ſhining glozy of her 
deity, and faking vpon her a denine foꝛme, as ſhe did an olde 
and croked ſhape , repꝛeſented her befoꝛe my epes, as ſhe. 
came to Semele, giuing me, as ſhe did alſo her, ſweet counſell 
mixte with reueng and popſonne of my finall ouerthꝛowe 
and helpleſſe fall:receiuing which info my miſerable bꝛeſt, 
was the greateſt occaſion, and only canſe, O godly fayth, re⸗ 
uerend ſhame. and moſt holy chaſtity, to dzine and baniſhe 
rot from the ſame, from that then chaſt (J meane) but nowe 
vn woꝛthy and ſpotted bꝛeſt of myne. But par don ſ werte ver 
tues, pardon me, if due penaunce of a ſinner , and ſuſtayned 
puniſhment of this guilte, may impetrate any remiſſion c2 
fauour at all. But now after the Goddeſſe was, gonne from 
my ſight J remayned as one reſolute to ſollowe her pleaſu- 
res: And although this fur ions paſſion which J paſſed trou⸗ 
bled my wittes, and dulled al my ſences,one onely ſparke of 
all that god, and wiſcdome, which was loft and gonne, kind⸗ 
led ( a knowe not foz what deſerte 2 a pzudent 3 
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The firſt booke of 
ſell, and knowledge of this true rule in my ſmothered and 


Te gicelo. conſumed hart, which was, that lone once diltouered doth 
ſed loous a euet 02 Very ſeldome tome to a happy and god ende. And 


happy end, thereioze amongeſt other pzofound thoughtes ( although it 
is idome Was har de fo2 me to dw) J intended not to pzefer wil befoze 7 
or neuer, realon, in bzinging ſuch deũres to theyz wiſhed ende. And 
though J was truely by diners intermediate channces 
greatly conſtratned,yet ſo much fauour was graunted mee. 
that without ouercharging the marke, and ſtoutlie endu- 7 
ring the greefe, J paſſed it well away. And yet in truth the 
foꝛces which J vet haue, are of ſufficient power to vpholde 
and conſerue ſuch counſayle. Becauſe ( although J wzite 7 
moſt true things) J bane in ſuch oꝛder ſet them downe, that 
except he, who doth knowe them as well J, being the occaſt ? 
on of them all, no other, were he of neuer ſo ſharpe a witte 
and readie conceite, could, vnderſtande and knowe that it 
was J. And euen him J p2ay(if this little boke chaunce e⸗ 
uer to come to his handes, ) that, foꝛ that laue which ſome⸗ 
times he bare me, be would conceale that, which in manike⸗ 
ting it, would not turne to his honoꝛ oꝛ p2ofitte . And if hee 7 
haue taken that lone from me without any demerite of mm 
owne part, that at the leaſt, he would not diſpoſſeſſe me of |: 
that honoz, which, (admit that ininſtlie J haue it)he cannot ? 
(though he would) render vnto me againe. Adhering there- 7 
fo2e to this determination, and bꝛideling my ecer deſires, © 
and to to fozeward in their owne diſcovery, with a ſtrained 
and vnpatient rapne of ſufferannce, endeuoꝛed with all di 
ligence(and at my fitteſt opoztunity)by aluring meanes, and 
did pꝛadiſe fine ⁊ ſubtile demonſtrances to kindle the young * 
gentleman with thoſe coales, with the which my ſelfe was 
inflamed,and to warnehim to be as warie, c cunning in his 
pꝛoper affay2cs,as J was wiſe t circumlpect in my actions. 
In bzinging which to ſpeedy effect, daungerous delayes | 
were not deferred, and thought not my trauile in the ſame, } 
The condi- Epther to long 02 to great, becauſe if the true teſtimonie ol 


graunte d. 


non of the the qualities of the hart is compziſed in thoſe, which are not 
kearc is of- different in paſſios,J quickly percetued,that wiſhed effects 
| did 
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did followe my deſires : whereupon J ſawe him not only 


gas allo to fatiſfie bis deepe deſires, when time and place dyd 
= graunt him fit opoꝛtunitie, be did ſeriouſly ſolilicite me, and 


= bisſkil)to gaine the familiarit ie of every one, that was ne&@- 
= reftaliyed, & did daily conuerſe with me, but eſpecially and 
= laſtofal,to inſinuate into the acquaintaunce of my huſband 
and firmely to purchaſe bis freendſhip. The which he did not 


and fauour enioye it, that there was nothing that might con 
tent oꝛ pleaſe either of them, if mutually and louinglie the 
= Came was not made knowen to each other . J bel&ene(fay2e 
Ladies) that without wziting it, you may eaſily knowe, 
dn at leaſt may imagine, how greatly this pleaſed me, Fo2 


=> what woman is there ſo foliſhe, who would not eſpeciallie 


= conceine as much? e 


| happy familiaritie, that publiquelp, and in all companies 
J might talke with him, and he diſcourſe with me againe. 


2 Whothinking it nowe hie time top2occede to matters of 


5 greater effects, ſometimes with ſome other (perceſning that 
thinges, by the which J knewe, ( moſt willing to learne the 


* RY 
#3. : bo 


(as J belæœue) not without great paine,trying the vtmoſt of 


only obtaine , but did with ſuch ſhewe of great godwill 


This ſinguler and wiſhed pꝛiuiledge, J enioped by this 


J might both here and vnderſtand him) diſcourſed of ſache 


ten times 


ful of amoꝛous beate, but very wiſe alſoanderpert in purſu / compichen 
ſing bis amoꝛous enterpꝛiſes, which thinges vid yeeld me no ded in cheſe 
mall iop and great contentation. Mith as earneſt care ther which are 

 foze and due conſideration, tendzing my vnſuſpected honoz, like. 


pꝛinciples of this newe lawe)not by his talke onely , which Not with 
he had with others, that he could cunningly and ſubtillie de⸗ words one 
clare bis affection , and finely haue an aunſwer thereof a- !y.but with 


| gdaine, but with diners motions alſo of his handes , and gel- — 
„ture in his countenaunte, and body, he coulve paſſing well may be m. 
, [7 perfourme the ſame. And thus with pꝛetty leſſons pleaſing niteſted, 
„my willing minde ſo much, J learned alſo to bee ſo diligent 

and warie a ſcholler, that J would not tell him any thing, o: 
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be to me againe, but by theſe vnſuſpected meanes , whereby 
equally and iuſtly we conceiued our hidden conceits. Noz be 


ſelle Pamphilus : Alas howe many times in the pzeſence of 


Looue 4 
cunning 
maſter. 


metta and Pamphilus to be Grecians)) how J with him, and 


times,and ſcarce able amõgſt other gentlewomen my com⸗ 15 


learne ſo ſone, and moze difficult to tel, oꝛ put in pꝛactiſe.) 
But all theſe ſhiftes would ſme but ſhadowes, and of no 


8 
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The Grit boolee of 


ing vet content with theſe honeſt hel pes, by fignrative ſpeꝛ⸗ 
ches and inuented names hee taught mee howe to ſpeake 
in open companp, to make me therby moze aſſured of bis fer 
uertt loue, calling me by the name of Fiammetta, and hym⸗ 


my ſelle, and of my deereft freendes being pꝛittely heated 
with feaſting, and loues cates, did be deuiſe(fapning Fiam- 


be with me, were firſt comb pned in louing bondes: And al⸗ 
ter wardes what accidenfes did enſue of this Grecian looue, 
collouring his ſoꝛged nouell with &t and fayned names. t 
made me truely many times to laughe, not ſo much at the 


grauitie and conterfaite madeſtie in his diſcourſe, as at the 7 


ſimplicitie and god meaning of thoſe, who gaue eare and be 
lefe to his tale. = 

And yet J was ſometimes afrayd, leaſt that both his 
diſo2dinate heates might haue vnavuiſedly( perhappes) 
tranſpo2ted his tongue thetyer, whether, it would afterwar 
des haue repented, that it runned. But as he was a moꝛe pꝛu 


dent + perfect ſcholler, then 3 toke him to be, ſo did he crafte . 


ly take herde oliſpeaking cf falſe{Latine.D gentle and pitti- 
full Ladies, what doth not loue teache his ſubiectes: and 
whom doth not be enable to learne wiſe diſcourſes, and ac 
quainte him with bꝛaue and commendable faſhione? 5 

Py ſelfe being but a young and ſimple woman in ſuch pal⸗ 


panions, in plaine and common thinges to vntie my vnper⸗ 
fect tongue, by giuing a willing and an affect ioned care ko 
his ſpeeches, did reape thereby ſo much ſruite, that in a ſhoꝛt 
time, in fapning and talking J thought J did crcell enery 7 
famous Poet. Foz there were fewe oz none ok his pꝛeſuppo⸗ 
ſed poſitions, but with a fictions and painted tale J woulde 
baue effectually argued, and ſttlp aunſwered to the ſame, (a 
very hard thing in my opinion foꝛ a young gentle woman to 


conlequence , if J did wzite and ſet downe (it pꝛeſent mat⸗ 
. ter 


: 3 Soo | x is 


together, but that on the one 02 other ſide , ſpurred on wyth 


moꝛeouer, it my ſpeeches ſeeme offenſiue vnto you, (J ſpeake 


times wilhed to haue ſelt the ſame)that then moſte pꝛompt | | 
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fer ſhonlde require) with what ſubtill lights J did expert- 
ment the faith of one of my moſt familiar and truſty womẽ, 

to whom we bothe purpoſcd to committe the ſecrecte of our 
hidden loue (not as yet by ſpeeches manifeſted to anie one) 
conſidering with my ſelfe, that encloſed in my burning bꝛeſt 

it coulde not bee kept there long without great trouble and 
greefe,and perhappes without ſome violent and ſuddaine iſ⸗ 

ſue, vnleſſe there were ſome meanes and remedies applycd 


to the confrarie.Jt would be beſides this a tedious labour to 


recount, what tounſell, and how manie deuiſes were excogi⸗ 1 

tated betweene her and me (perhaps in vain and fooliſh mat * 

ters) and neuer put in vꝛe. no, not ſo much as imagined of a⸗ A 

nie befo2c : All which, although J haue ſeene them putte in 

tr all to my great pꝛeiudice and hinderaunce,J am not ſoz?⸗ 

rie neuertheleſſe, that J haue knowne them. = 
It da not erre (Geytlewomen) in my opinion, the Wun bart 

great firmenes of our yong yeres was verie ſtraunge fo be⸗ difficulty * 

holde, if that with a due and pcrfecte conſideration it is well lovers arc Wy. 

weighed,how hard a thing 1t is foz the enamozed mindes of contained 


two pong and rawe louers to continue any long time vnited we of 


i | realon, 
ſuperfluous and ouerruling deſires, they ſhould alter à wan 


der out of reaſons courſe. But the bondes of cur loues were 
ſa faſt knit, and of ſuch rare tenour, that the graueſt, wiſeſt, 
and ſtrongeſt perſonages in like paſſages ſhould haue gotte 
them high and woꝛthy pꝛaiſes. But now my ſtayned penne, 
with an vnbꝛidled and wanton deſire, doth pzepare it ſelfe 
to w2ite of thoſe finall termes of !one, beyond p which none 
can paſſe furder with deede 02 deſire whatſocuer. 

But befoꝛe J come to this point, as humbly as J may, J 
imploze (gentle Ladyes) pour pietie, and therewithall that 
amoꝛous foꝛte. which, poſſeſſing pour fender bꝛeaſtes, dooth 
alſo dꝛaw your burning deſires to ſuch an end And pꝛay you 


not of the deede, becauſe J know that if vou haue not as pet 
attained to ſuch felicity, you haue in your minds a thouſand 
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The rſt booke of 


pou would ariſe in my excuſe and defence. And thou ſeemelie 
and honeſt ſhamefaſtnes to late(alas)entred info my wilful 7 
4 minde, pardon mee, moſt earneſtlie entreating the to giue 
by place a little while to timerous yong Gentlewome, becauſe 7 
ſecure and free from thy reſtraint and menaces , they mas 
reade that of me, which in their feruent loues (J know)and 7 
hote deſires,they alſo wiſhe might handſomelie befall vnto 
them. With hungry hope (ther foꝛe) and ful of fearcful cares, 7 
The lack Our longing deſires, yet lingring delates dzew one cche date 7 
dealing in after other, Which bothe of vs with painfull thoughts didde 
conducting hourelie endure, albeit that one did manifeſt p ſame in daily 7 
Jcſesr Meeting, and ſecrete talke together, and the other did ſhewe 2? 
their end, is Der ſelfe in graunting of it verte cope, and in ſhewe repug- 7 
very bitter. nant (though againſt ber will) as you your ſelnes in king 
that(which perhaps moſt of all doth pleaſe your wanton aps 7 
petites) doo knowe well enough that enamoured pong gen 
tlewomen are wont to do. He therfoꝛe gining but little tre- 
dit to my woꝛds in theſe denials, attending fitt time e place, 
moꝛe audacious then aduiſed in that which he did, and moze 7. 
foꝛtunate then wiſe, obtained that of me, which J as wel as 
be (though with a fained face, and a little rigoꝛous reſiſting 
to the contrarie) did moſt greedilie.deſire. But if 3 ſhoulde 
fo2 all this affirme, that this was the occaſion that made me * 
loue him moꝛe, muſt confeſſe that euery time, that the re- 
membꝛaunte thereof touched my guiltie minde, it bzought 5 
with it an incomparable grefe, Wherefoze let the Gods a⸗ 
boue, (the ſecrete ſerchers of our harts) bee witneſſes wet 
me herein, that this ineuitable accident was then, and pet 
is, the leaſt canſe of that great lone which J beare him. Al⸗ 
beit not denying,but that this was thẽ, and enermoze ſince, © 
a molt ſweete, wyſhed,and welcommed delight vnto mee. 
And what ſimple and ſlender witted woman is ſhee, who |” 
would not wiſh that thing, which ſhe deerely loned to bee ra» 
ther nere vnto her. then farre of from her, and by how much 
the loued + deſired it, by ſo much moꝛe, to fle p lame neereſt 
of al vnto her. J ſay ther foꝛe, that after ſuch a quickly paſſed 
chance, not fallen in the cõpaſſe of my belly befoze, 3 not 
eldome 
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ſeldome times toſſed in my thoughts, with exceeding ioy and 
fauourable foztune,not once, but manie times by meanes of 
= our pꝛoper wits, and new inuentions, we recreated our ſel· 
ues with this maner of dainty diſpoꝛt, although p pleaſures 
= ofthe ſame is now(alas)ligbter then p windes flowne from 
me vnhappy womã. But pet wbile theſe pleaſant times pal⸗ 
ſed on, as lone it ſelfe tan make true repoz2t,and giue ſole te⸗ 
ftimony therof, ſomtimes his vnlawful comming vafo me, 
was not without great feare, when by ſome ſecret means oz 
other, and at vnſeaſonable times he would be with mer: pet 
how deere was my Chamber vnto him, and with what iope, 
and how willingly did it euermoꝛe teceiue him, whom J did 
alſo know to vſe moꝛe reuerence in the ſame, then in any ho 
lie Temple. Alas how manie pleaſant kiſſes, what infinite 
number of louing embꝛacements, ⁊ how many lweert nights 
moꝛe gracious and dere fo vs then the lightſome 4 clereſt 
daies,did we paſſe together without ſlerpe in pleaſant deni⸗ 
ſes & dainfy diſcourſes, Yow many other delights moſt deere 
{ focnery Louer, baue we felt in y bleſſed Chamber in py mers Maydengng 
rie pꝛime of our happy daies. O molt holye ſhamefaſtnes (a ſhamfaſtne 
pinching and hard bꝛidle to wanton 4 youthful minds) wher —— had 
onze once again at my requeſt doſt thou not depart⸗ wöy dolt „ton and 
= thou witholde my pen ready to vnfolde our paſſed iopes, and forwarde 
pleaſures Alas, in thinking perhaps fo gratify me, thou doſt mindes 
greeue me, ⁊ to help me, thou doſt hinder me. To thoſe wome » » 
therfoze to who nature hath granted ſo large & ample a p2i- » 
uiledge,that by thoſe things which are {poken, they map cds » » 
p2ebend x imagine the reſt which are ed to others, not » 
lo wiſe as theſe, let them be manifeſt M open. Hoꝛ let not 
any cal me fle, as ignoꝛant of ſo much, in knowing well ce » » 
nough,that it ſhould haue been moꝛe honeſty foz me to haue 
tcõtealed. then to manifeſt y which is already witten. But » » 
who can countermaunde Lone, when with wozking all hys » 
might and fozce,he doth oppoſe himſelfe 2 At this point ma- » » 
ny times Jlet my pen fall out of my handes,and as often a- » » 
= gaine (moleſted by bim) I tooke it vppe, and put it to his 
fozmer taſtze. 

E 2. | And 
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And finally like a ſabiect and bond woman J muſt needs 

ſerue him, whom, (when J was free in the beginning) J 

knew not how fo reſiſt, He ſhewed me, that hidden delights 

Delights and pꝛiup pleaſures, were as much woꝛth againe as hw2ded 
whichare Jewels and ſecrete treaſures. But wherefoze dow J feede and 
hidden are pleaſe my humour about theſe woꝛdes. I ſay, that then J 
as much thanked infinite times the tolly GoddcCſe,the pzomiſer, and 


| — ue perfo:mer of theſe ſwate ioyes: Dh how many times crow 
_ fre, ned with her areene leaues, did J viſit her ſacred Wemples, 

7H offering vp werte incenſe to her diuine Aulters, and howe 

1 often did J condemne the olde Nurce, and her ſimple coun- 


ſell: and did beſides this (rciopſing and glozying my ſeife a- 
bone all other enamoured pong Gentlewomen and Ladies, 
that J knewe and kept company with) ſcoꝛne and laughe at 
their ridiculous + appaſſionated loues, blaming that in my 
ſpeeches, which was deereſt to my ſoule, ſaping many times 

c to my ſelfe. There is no woman beloued ſo as J am, noz a⸗ 

c ny Ladp, bee ſhee neuer ſo noble and faire, that dooth laue fo 

cc bzane,ſo wiſe, and ſo woꝛthy a yong Gentlemanne as J do, 

c c no2 that doth with ſo greate delight and pleaſure reape ſuch 

cc amo2ous fruite in a paradiſe of all top, noz in ſo great aboun 


51 cc dance,as J moſt happilie and hourely do taſte. 

1. And to bee ſhoꝛt, in reſpect of this, J eſteemed the whole 
wooꝛld as a triſle of no accounfe, and thought that J reached 
49 the higheſt heauens with my thꝛiſe happy beade,and want⸗ 
> ing (as J thought) nothing els fo attaine to the higheſt top 

of felicitie, and fo p full accompliſhment of all my pleaſures 
and ſwerte contentg, hut onelp to haue bad the occaſion of all 

F my bliſ full top, and bleſſed foꝛtune manifeſted, and made o⸗ 

5 penly knowne to the wozlde', thinking with my ſelle, that 

that which delighted me ſo much, ſhould (as my ſelfe) haue 
pleaſed euerp one altke : But thon Dh baſhfulneſſe on the 
one ſive, and thou feare on the of her, pou haue ( ſay) with 
helde me, the one thꝛeatning me eternall infamie , and the 
other, the loſſe of that, of which indede enuious foztnne did 
Bk afterwards miſerably deſpople me. 
1 Thus therefoze Fpaſſed this golden and gladſome time 
5 _ many 


8 4 a: 0 , IS 3 — 
= 4 9 . WS "Iz ERS a4 $43 . w R oh TS © 4 „ e * „3 K 
Gs * * : Ws $ 5 * ; = ON N N n $358 I* 5 „ p £0, * * —_ * OR 688 _- 1 we, -+* WET 8 . Nen - 255 . 9 = 6.54 9 * Gr, * 
3 — 7 n 75 8 2 98 „ ß AE + 32 5 ASS ! EE on Ng, Bs T "PR . 3 35 * . . £2 Rs og a: 
* 5 PP ' 2008” = : II" . 4 * A 2 4 25 . . . 1 oy ” 4 * n r a ö ö 
5 "7. - HP E iy 2 5 2 IF; & Et nr Me yy 1 yy ck ES: oft „ W Fs FEES £7 pat N — — . 5 . > . 4 * 
8 r 5 £ * 2 22 x . 5 8 {hy ; Do F 3 L 3 1. « Lo ig 
oY CC e 5 T0 A nt „% Eee Bak © 2 ES rae 3 het 8 "ns 
* 3 a 1 2 5 „ 1 2 85 9 1 4 1 . 
be” WT 2% 8 1 4 hs » 
. 
: Ne fie % 
WOW i 7 * 


amorous Fiammetta_. 


1 


10 
* 


beauenly felitittes, and of alli 
tayning lo much as a thought of diſcontent and ſoꝛrowe, and 


neuer imagining, that theſe pleaſures, which then my mer⸗ 
ry hart was ſo amply and thozowlp poſſeſſed of, ſhoulde bee 
the rote and plant (tn time to come)of my miſerable woes, 
and wofull miſeries , which at this pzeſent, without any 
hope 02 remedy at all fo my hapleſſe paine & endleſſe grefe, 
too well J know, and moſt ſenciblp feele. 


* 3 


ty? 


FINIS. 


{a Ihe ſeconde booke of Mai- 
ſter John Boccace hys 


Flammetta_. 
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> iocund a life, as is aboue wꝛitten, neuer thin⸗ 
king of future chaunces, cruell foztune dydde 
5 ſecretlie pzepare her malicious popſon foz 


ick, and with continuall courage (my ſelfe not ſuſpecting as 


nie thing) did at an inche purſue my toyfull life. And think⸗ 
ing that (in making me become a vaſſall fo loue, and in my 
chiefeſt time of toy and liberty,) ſhe& was not well appaide, 
but perteiuing how this my werte ſeruitude did peelde me 
great delight, ſhee endenoured with a moze ſtinging nettle 
to toꝛment and pzicke my poꝛe and ſcely ſoule. And her ap⸗ 
pointed time beeing now come, ſhee tempered (as after you 
ſhall perceive) her bitter galls and wo2zmewod fo2 my vn- 
willing and feeble ſtomacke: which (mangre my teth)com- 
pelling me to dꝛink, turned my pꝛeſent myꝛth into ſuddaine 
ſadnes, and my wonted laughter into wofull lamentations: 
which thinges not onely enduring but vet thinking it my 
duetie in wꝛyting them, to ſhewe them fo ſome others, A 
toke ſuch compaſſton of my ſelfe, that taking almoſt all my 
foꝛce from me, and bꝛinging infinite teares fo myne eyes. it 
did Rove permitt mee any thing — to execute my 

pur⸗ 
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amorous Fiammetta-. 20 
purpoſe herein: which. albeit J may very vll do, pet wyll J 


fo2cibly goe about to per foꝛme the ſame. 


After that he and J (the weather falling out verie colde 
and rainie) were in my Chamber together, repoſing and ſol 
lacing our ſelues vppon a ſumptuous and ſ werte bedde, and 
Lady Citherea wearied,nay almoſt onercome, the dark and 
ſilent night with her long tariance fauourably graunted fo 
our pleaſant and deſired ſpoꝛts, fitte opoꝛtunitie of time and 
place: And a great light hanging in the midſt of the Cham- 
ber glutted his eyes and myne, (viewing each others beau⸗ 


tie) with exceeding top ; of which, while J recreated mp 


mind in gazing and diſcourſing of bis, mine eyes did dꝛinke 
a ſuperfluous kind of ſweetnes, which (making their lights 
inebꝛiated (as it were) with the ſame, with deceitfull leepe 
(A know not how) a little while oppꝛeſſed, and my woꝛdes 
interrupted alſo in the middes) remained locked vppe cloſe 
in their lyddes, 

Which pleaſant and ſweete lumber, paſſing ſo mildlie 
away from me, as it came, my cares by chaunce hearde cer- 
taine dolefull mutterings and ſoꝛrowfull be waylings vtte- 
red foꝛth by my beſt beloued. Wherfoze ſuddainly troubled 
in minde, and my thoughts at warre within themſelues fo2 
his welfare, made mee almoſte interrupt him wyth theſe 


words. Swerte hart what doſf thou ayle? But counterman , , 


bed by new counſell, J kept them in, and with a ſharpe eye 
and ſubfile eares, ſecretely beholding him turned nowe on 
the otherſide of the bedde, J lyſfened a good while to bis ſo⸗ 
rowfull and ſilent woꝛds, but mine eares did not appꝛehend 
anie of thẽ, albeit J might percciue him moleſted with great 
ſtoꝛe of lamentable ſobbes and ſighes, that he caſt fozth,and 
by ſeeing alſs hys bꝛeaſt bedewed all wyth teares. 

What wo2ds (alas) canne ſufficiently expꝛeſſe, wyth 
bowe manie cares my pooze ſoule all thys while ( beeing 
ignoꝛaunt of the cauſe) was afflicted? A thovſand thoughts 
in one moment did violentlie runne vppe and downe in my 
doubtfull mynde, meeting all at the iaſte, and contludinge 


in one e thing, . was. that hee louing ſome other 


E * woman, 
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The ſecond booke of 


Woman, remained wyth me heere, and in this ſozte againſt 
bys wpll. 
Mp wo2ds were verp often at the bꝛinck of my mouth, 
to examine the cauſe of his greefe,but doubting leaſt hee las 
e menting in this ſoꝛte, and beeing ſuddainly eſpted and inter 
(+ OEM rupted of me, he might not bee greatly abaſhed thereat,they Tz 
14 retyꝛed back, and went downe again: and oftentimes likes 
wiſe, J turned away mine eies from be holding him, becauſe 
leaſt the hote teares diſtilling from them, and falling vppon 
him, might haue giuen him occaſion and matter to knowe, 
that J perceiued his wofull plight, Oh how many impati⸗ 
ent meanes did J imagine to pꝛactiſe, becauſe that he (awa⸗ 
king me) might toniecture, that J hadde neither hearde his 
ſighes, noꝛ ſœne his teares: and pet agreed to none at ali. 

But ouercome at the laſt with eager deſtre to knowe the 
occaſion of his complaint, becauſe hee ſhoulde turne him to⸗ 
wards mee, as thoſe, who in their derpeſt leepe,terryfied by #7 
dꝛeaming of ſome great fall, wylde beaſt, oꝛ of ſome ghaſtlie 
thing, giue a ſuddaine ſtart.and in moſt fearefull wiſe rouſe 
bppe themlclues,affrighted out of theyꝛ leepe and wyttes 
at once, euen ſo wyth a ſuddayne and timo2ous voice J ſk2zti- 7 
ked, and lifting vppe my lelfe, J violentlp caſte one of my 7 
armes ouer his ſhoulders. And truly my decett deteiued me 
not, becauſe (cloſely wyping away his teares) with infinite 
(though counterfet) toy, he quickly turned towardes mee a ⸗ 
gaine, and with a pittifull voice ſapd. OS 
Dy fapꝛeſt and ſweeteſt ſonle,of what wert thou afraid? 3 

Nö without delay J anſwered thus. My Loue J thought 
J had loft thee. My woꝛds (alas) J knowe not by what ſpy | 
rite vftered foꝛth, were moſt true pꝛeſagers and fozetellers 
of my future loſſe,as nowe to true J find it. 5 
«« But he replped. O deereſt deere, not batefull death, no: 
c anie aduerſe chaunte of vnſfable Foztune whatſoeuer, can 
1 c wozke ſuch operations in my firme bꝛeaſt, that thou (my on⸗ 
1 « « lie toy) ſhalt leeſe me foꝛ euer. And incontinentlp a greate 
( wig and pꝛofound ſighe folowed theſe pittiful wo2ds,the cauſe of 
which not ſo ſone „ ol mee (who was alſo 28 
” — deſirous 
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deſtrous to knowe the ollpꝛing of his firſt lamentations, but 
ſodainely two ſtreames of teares from both bis eyes (as 


from two fountaines)beganne to guſbe out amaine, and in ks 
great aboundance to dzench his ſozrowfull bzeaſt, not pet he 
thoꝛowlie dzyed vp by his fozmer weeping. And holding mee * 
po2e ſoule (plunged in a gulfe of greefes , t ouercome with * 


floddes of; bziniſh teares) a longe time in a dolefull and 
doubtfull ſuſpence , befoze ( even ſo did the violence of his, Ft 
ſobbes and ſigbes ſtoppe the paſſage of his woꝛdes) he could 4 
aunſwer any thing to my demaundes againe. LE. 
But after that he felt the tempeſt of his outragious paſſion 
= ſomewhat calmed, with a ſozrowfall voyce , yet ſtill tnter- »» _ 
trupted with many heauy ſighes , be ſayde thus againe . D » » 
deereſt Lady and ſole Piltreſſe of my afflicted þart,and one- » » 
lp beloued ot me aboue all other women in the wozlde , as » » 
_ = theleextraozdinarie effeces are true recoꝛdes of the ſame: > » Meds 
At my plaintes deſerue any credite at all, thou mayft then » 2 M4 


beleue,that my eyes not without a greeuous occaſion ed » 2 

= earffſuchplenty of bitter teares, when ſo euer that is obiet » » x Ri 
ted to my memozy, which, (remaininge nowe with the in » 955 
great iope) doth cruelly tozment my heart to thinke of, that » 21 
is when J remember with my ſelfe , that thou mayeſt not » » 1 

(alas faine would J that thou couldeſt) make two Panphi »» . 
lowes of me, betauſe remaining here , and being alſo there, » » by be 
whether vꝛgent and neccfſary affayzes do perfozce compell - » Ta 

me (molt vnwillingly) to retire, J might at one time fulfill » 1 


the lawes of loue, and my pittifull, naturall , and duetifull⸗ꝰ⸗- ot 
denopꝛe, O my aged and loving father. Being therefoze not » » "i 
able to ſuffer any moze,my penũue hart with remembzance » "I 
of it, is confinually with great affliction galled moze and » » FF 
mo2e,as one, whom pitty dzawing on the one ſide, is taken »» 
: but of thy armes, and ou the other ſide with great fozce of 5 Wt 
aue is ſcill reteyned in them. All theſs _ 
- © - Thele wozdesperced my miſerable hart with ſuch ex- Odem 14 
o © fremebitterneNe,as J neuer felt befozs. And although my ned of lo. 
ef © DPuſked wittes did not well vnderftand them, notwithſtan⸗ vers, which |. 12 
e ding (as mach as my eares and ſences attentiue to the vz ende. 

Fi. barmes 1 — og 
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The — booke of 


harmes did reteiue and conteiue of tbem) by ſo much moze, 
the very ſame conuerted info feares,iſued out of my eyes, 
leaning behinde them their cruell # malicious .effects in mm 


gart. This was therefoze(god Ladies) the fyaſt ho wer, in ? 
which J felt ſuch grudgig greefs enuious ol my pleſures: this 
was hower which made me power fozth vnmeſurable tea 
res, p like neuer ſpent of me befoꝛe, whole tourſe and maine 
ſtreames not any of his comfozts,+ conſolatozy woꝛds could 
ſtop x ſtench one whit. But after J had a long time together 2 
remained in woefull walinges,enfolding him loningly ben 
twene my armes, I pzated him, (as muchas J could to tel! 
me moze clerely what pittie, t what due pyetie that was, 
that did dꝛawe him out ol my armes, and thzeaten me his ab 
. , {ence,wherups not ceaſing to lament, be ſaid thus vnto me. 


Ineuitable death the finall ende of all thinges , of manie 


c other ſonnes hath left me ſole to ſuruiue with my aged and 
© © xeuerent father, who burdened with many peres, and lining 7 
without the ſweet companie of bis deceaſed wife, and louing 
cc bzothers , who might in his olde yeres carefully comfozte 
© © him,and remaining now without any hope of moze iſſue, be 
ve ing determined not to marrte , doth recall me home to ſee 


* © hym,as the cheefeſt part of his conſolation , whome he hath 7 


c not ſcene theſe many yeres paſt. Fo2 chifting of which tour- 7 


<< nte(becauſe J would not wert Fiammetta leane the) there ; 


<< are not a fewe monthes paſt, when fy2ſfby divers meanes 
© © JF beganne to frame ſome iuſt and reaſonable excuſe. But bs 


«  infyne,not accepting ofany,did not ceaſe to toniure me, bs 


ce the eſſence, which J had by him, and by my impotent child- 7 


cc hoode tenderly bꝛought vp, and nourtered in bis lappe,by ? 


cc that love, which continually he had bozne mee, and by the 
<< duefie and that !oue, which J ſhould beare him againe, and 


© © by that requiſite obedience whichenery chyld Could beare 7 


© © vnto his father, and by all other things, that he thought moſt 


«© effectuall and perſwaſiue,did like a familiar freende ( whoſe 
parte is rather to commannd)pzay me, that, to commiſerate 


his aged and declyning vteres, and to tender his welfare 1 


would with ſpeede returne to viũte him . And beſides — | 
wit 
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amorous Fiammetta—. 22 12. 
with ſolemnes othes, and ſerious obteſtations, he cauſed all oy 
his freendes,and agents in theſe partes,and with molt ear- ? ? HY 
neſt entreaties pzonoked them inceſſantly to pzickeme on ? ? . 
in this behalfe, ſaping. that if he did not ſ& me ſhoztly with 15: 
bim, his miſerable ſonle would vtterly fozſake his olde and Ti lues 
comfo2tleſſe body. But (alas) howe ſtrong and foꝛcyble are of oature bn 
the lawes of nature? J could not pꝛeſentlv aſſent,no2 yet can are moſt 95.8 
ſcarce reſolue with my ſelfe,that,by reaſon of the great loue ſtrong, N 
I beare the, theſe pittious exoꝛations ſhould take place in » » i) 
me, Mhereupon hauing with tby god leaue determined fo » » x 
goe ſce him, and foz his great comfozt to remaine ſome ſhoꝛt » . 
ſpace of time with him, and not knowing alſo, how J could » i WE 
liue without ther, all theſe(J ſay)occurring and accumula- » » 400 
ted in my ſozrowfull memozie , dw make me every hower » 4.76 

( (werte Lady) moſt iuffly and ſoꝛrowfully complaine . And » » el 
= thus be helde his peace, 2, "4 


If there was euer any of you (fay? e Ladyes) that in her 
molt feruent and zealous lone had euer had ſo hard and bit⸗ 
ter a Pille as this, euen ſhe I thinke doth know, with what 
incomparable grefe,my minde, (nouriſhed long ſince with 
fode of bis lone , and ſet one fyze with vnſpeakable flames 
of my owne)was then afflicted : But others, fre from ſuch 
amoꝛous paſſions could not tonceiue, becauſe as allegations 
ofextrauagant examples, ſo all my ſpeeches beſides would | 
not be ſufficient to induce them to belceue the ſame . In The force 
b:cefc therefoꝛe J ſay, that hearing theſe woꝛdes, my ſoule of an amo- 


. did ſeeke to leape out of my body, and it had (A thinke) lowen vous paſli- 


away, if betweene his armes whome moſt of all it loued, it © 
had not beene ſtraightly embzaced , and fozciblye reteyned. 
But all the partes of my body remaining neuertheleſſe full 
of ſhaking feare,and my hart puffed with ſwelling grefe, 
and weltring in the paſſions of theſe agonies,they bereaued 
me a pꝛitty while of my ſpeech. But afterwards by quantity 
of time made moze pliable to ſuſtaine theſe neuer felte ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowes and vnwonted paynes , a certapne feeble and feare- 
full fo2ce was reſtoꝛed to my daunted ſpirites. And my eies, 
whole conduites ſtopped by the violence of this bnexpected 
F 2, accident, 


RAINER AF fa 


The ah bucks of 


accident,vid now burſt out into great plenty of teares, and | 


the ſtringes of my tongue contracted together with Warpe 
ſoꝛrowe, were now diſſolyed fo bfter and bꝛeath ont the ton 


fuſed anguiſh,and conteiued ſozrowes in my minde.Wher- 7 
foe turning me fo the Gar dien and Loꝛd of my life,cmbza» 
ting him, J ſapd thus. by 
« « D final hope, and ſoueraigne comfozt of my afflicted ſoule: 
let theſe my pittifull woꝛds take place with fozce in thy flee⸗ 
« ting minde, diuert the from thy newe-purpoſe , becauſe ik 


c thou doſt ſo deerely loue me, as thou ſheweſt, thy life and 


c mine, befoꝛe they2 naturall and pꝛefixed period commeth, 


c map not iopntly be depꝛiued of this iopfull and ſwerte light. 
« Haled on by duetifull pitty , and dzawne backe againe by 


« zealous loue, thou putteſt all thy future foztunes in doubts | 
c full hazard.But certes if all thy woꝛds are true, with which 


c thou haſt not once, but many times beretofoze affirmed, that 


« thou didſt love me, no other pittie therfoze then this ſhould |? 
c be moze mighlie, and of greater fozce to reſiſt, noz(wbyle 1 
c line)fo withdꝛawe ther to any other plate. And harken why, 
It is not vnknowen to thee , if thou followeſt that courſe, * 


« c which thou ſcemeſt to do, in what a doubtfull 4 miſerable e- 


cc late thou leaueſt | my poꝛe life, which heretofoze bath hardly 


4c paſſed one day not without great ſoꝛrowe, when J could not 
ler ther. Then mayeft thou by this be moze acertained, p wh 
4 0 dolt omitte to viũte me ſo long togeatber, all my iopes 
will vtterly foꝛſake mee, and this galas) would be to much. 


my ; But who doth not doubt,that all kindes of woes, ſozrowe, 1 


and anxieties will allaile mee, and ſucce&de in they? place, i 


4 which(without any reſitance,that J canpoſſibly make) will | 


I perbappes diſſolue my vitall powers into nothing . Thon 


3 — haue already knowen, bowe weake and impotent 5 


voung women are, to rebacke ſuch cruell and aduerſe octcur⸗ 
rauntes, and what f&ble fozce they haue, with a ſtronge and 


wy " reſolute minde fo endure them. Af peraduenture thou wilte 


« c object andſay,that in the fyꝛſt beginning of my looues, J 


baue both wiſely and ſtontly ſuffered greater aduerfities | 
then theſe,J will truely agree with the herein, but the — : 


"7 although his hope therein bee not afterwardes fruſtrate, 
-} UWherefoze conſidering this matter well, J plainely ſe my certaintie. 


l father be pzeferred befoze that great affection, which thou 
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flons of them, and of theſe are diners . Py hope placedin , , 
my-awne vallour, made that ſeme lyght vnto me, which , , 
now being put in an other his will) wilbe to heauy fo2 mee , , 
to ſuppoꝛte. Mho did ener denie me, when burning deſire , , 
2 had beyond all meaſare kindled my bꝛeſt, and ſurcharged it , 
with furious paſſions,that being enamozed of the, as thou „ 
wert alſo ot me, might not enioy the 2 Truelp no bodte. , , 
> Which comfoꝛt (when thou art ſofarre ſequeſfred from me) , 
will not ſo eaſelie fall to my lotte . Beſides this, J enioped „„ 
no moꝛe then, but the ſight of thy werte face, and godlie per , 
ſonage,and knewe the nomoze but by the outward figure, „, 
= lineaments,andp2opoztion of thy body,altbough in my hart,, 
A made great account and pziſe of the, but nowe bane by , , 
god pꝛofe perceiued and felt in d&de,that,as thou art nowe „, 


to be eſtœmed a great deale derer of me, then the reache of , , 


muy imagination could then extend unto, even ſo art thou, , 
now become mine own with that aſſured ſurenes, æ thoſe in- 


diadluble bbs, with which true louers may poſliblybe held , , 


4 and vnited to thoſe, that lone them againe . And who doth 1; ic a grea- 


9 not doubt mozeoner,that it is a greater grefe to loſe that, ter greefe 


wich one bath in holde, then that, which he hopeth to hane, w lecle a 
for an vn- 


A death will ſone appꝛoch. Shall therefoze the loue of thy olde | | 


dughteſt to haue of me, be the ominous occaſid of my vntime 
= liedeath, x 55 
And it tbou doſt ſo, thou art certes no loner but an open _ | 
enemie. Ah wilt thou make moze account of thoſe few yeres , , 
kreſerued fo2 the miſeries of thy olde father, then of theſe-ma- , * 


I > 
3 F 


wp, which by great reaſon andtikelþod J haue, (living iov- }; } 


7 
7 


> fullywith ther) to ſpende , Alas what indifcrete folly were, 
this · Dot thou belcene that any one conioyned to thee in pa- | 
rentage, neereſt in blod,oz moft firme in mutuall freendſhip, , 
doth loue thee ſo much as J do ? If this be thy beieefe(be- || 
leue me Piphilus)it is erronious, Foz truely none can loue 


22 
> I 
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Hane 


He that Ik therekoze J loue thee moze then others, J deſerue then ta 5 | 
dooth loue be requited with greater lone and pittie then others. Pzefer 7 


8 
5 


wary 1 me therfoze wozthely befoze the reſk,+ being pittiful towars 7 


pittie. des me, ſoꝛget all other pittie, that might offend and pꝛeiu⸗ 5 
4 cc dicate this, and let thy olde father, as hee bath lined a longs 7 
7 5e time without ther, enioy(a Gods name) bis wonted reſt wity 
13 « out thy companie. And lette him from hence fozthUf ſo ge 
cc pleaſe)liue amongeſt the reſt of his other freends and alie:: 
c And it not, let him dye. Ik it bee true (as J haue hearde) hen 
cc hath a god while ſince eſcaped the deadly ſtroke of death, 
ac and hath lined longer here then was conuenient foz bis ne- 7 
<< ceſſary health, and if he liue in payne t with much troble (as 
cc cõmonlꝝ olde men do) thou ſhalt in thy abſence ſhew thy ſelt 
c moze pittiful towards him, to let himdie,the,w thy pꝛeſente 
cc to pꝛolõg his trobled x tired life. But thou oughteſt rather to 
ac ſuttour me poꝛe ſoule whole life hath not beene a god while 
cc ſince, but by thy ſweet tõpanie pꝛeſerued, noꝛ cannot tell ho 

c cwithout the ſame, to enioy this mundane light, t who being 
c « pet in the pꝛime of my tender age, doth hope fo liue and leads 

; cc with thee many toyfull monthes, and yeres together. If the 
| ac journey were to ſuch purpoſe, and could wozke ſuch ſuper 7 
Medea her naturall effectes in thy olde father his body, as the charmes 7 
medicamen of Medea, and her medicinall ſpelles did vppon olde Eſon, 
es wr ra then would J ſay, that by tuft pietie thou wert inſtiged, and 
= i Would highly commend this requiſite pittie, and although it 
youth a= Would ſceme repugnaunt fo my will, yet would J withe and 
gzine, àllowe of this deuotion in ther, and exhoꝛte thee to the perfoz- 7 
© © maunce of it. HO ce ; 

£c© WÞutſuchamiracle,paſſing the lawes and boundes of na 7 
ture, can neuer come to paſſe, accozding to thy naturall rea- 

c © ſon, as thou knoweſt well enough. Behold then if perhappes 7 

<< thou ſhewelk thy ſelfe moze cruell and rigoꝛous to mee(then | 

c © Fbel&enae,o2 imagine thou wilt) oz doit ſo little care fo2 me, 


f © © whomeon thy owne mere choyce, and not by compulſion 
Wh gc thou haſt loued, and pet doſf,that aboue my lwue, thou wilt 
0 ws | - << fo; all this adnaunce the loſt and helpleſſe charity ofthe olde 7 


© © man,take ſome pitty at the lea of thy owne eſtate, and ca- | 
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ring little foꝛ him, and bemoning me lefſe, rue thy owne ton , 
dition, whom (it firſt thy countenaunce, and after wardes thy > , 
woꝛdes haue not deceiued me, J haue ſcene to be moꝛe deade » 

then aliue, as euen nowe thou werte ( without” percetuing 3 

me, that did marke the)by ſome vntouth accident, is a moſt > , 
ertreame and ſozrowfull paſſion , and depztaed once of my > » 
ught, and debarred of my company dot thou be lerue to lyne 5) — p 
ſo long tyme,as this pittilelſe pittie dooth require. Alas foz fenen 
the [one thon beareſt to the Goddes,lwke better fo thy ſelfe, re. 

and ſe what likely bode of death (ifbylonge and lingring „ 

greefe men dye, as J ſe it dayly by others) this tourney (ah „„ 

this inopinate t᷑ vnluckie iourney) wil yeeld thee: which, how |. 
hardemozeoner and vnpleaſaunt it is to the, thy ſozrowfull | | 

ſobbes and feares,and the vnwonted moning of thy beart, „ 
which panting and —— bp and downe in thy bzeaſt J, 
fele,do plainely ſhewe: And if not apparraunt death (which,, 
is moſt like) a woꝛſer and moze cruell condition of life, then, 
any death, (be aſſured) will accompany ther. Alas that my en, nh 
amoꝛed harf,v2ged with great pitty,that it hath of my owne , Ka 
diſtrelle, x conſtrained by that tender tõpaſſion, which J feele , N 
fo the, muſt now play the humble fuppliaunt, to pzay and , 


intreate thee, and to aduiſe thee alſo, that thou wouldeſt not _. 
= beſo fond (what kind of pittie ſoeuer moning ther therunto) |. 


as with euident c iminent daunger, to hazard thy ſafe perſd. who loo- 
Why, thinke that thoſe, who do not loue them ſelues pol⸗ ue ih not 
ſeſſe nothing in p wide woꝛld. Thy father of wbom (foꝛſoth) my fe 
thou art ſo pittifull, did not giue the to the wozld becauſe 33 
thou ſhouldeſt be thy owne miniſter and occaſion of taking i this 
thy ſelfe away out of it againe. And who doth not bel&ene, wort. 


but, that if our eſtate were as manifeſt,o2 could be lawftillie , „ 


2 folde vnto him, that be (being wiſe and of mature indgemtt , , 


and experience) would rather ſay.®tay there ſtill. And if dil⸗ , 
cretion and reaſon would not, pitty at the leaf would induce , , 
him to it, and this (J am aſſured) thou knoweſt wel enough. , 
It is therfoze great reaſon, that what iudgment in his own „, 


tried cauſe be hath giuen, he ſhould, (and is moſt likely) that , 


he wold in our cauſe (it he knew it) giue alſo the very ſame. „ 
F 4 | Ukheres 
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ec Mhereloꝛe omitte this troubleſome tourney, vnp;ofitable te 
c c thes,vnpleaſaunt to me, and pꝛeiudiciall to vs both. As theſe 7 
<< (my deareſt Lo2d)are reaſons fozcible enough (if followedꝰ 
<< to keepe the from going hence, ſo are there many moze not |” 
cc alittle effectuall(if put in pꝛactiſe) to dehozt,the from going 
cc hence,as fy2ſt foꝛ example, cõſidering the place whether thou 
<< goeſt. Foz put caſe thou doſf bende thy iourney thether, 
where thou wert bozne,tby natiue ſoyle and naturall coun- 7 
4 trey,and a plate belowued moze of the then any other, (as 1 
haue heard theeſay)in certaine thinges annoxous, and foz cer 
« « taine cauſes hated of the. Becauſe thy Citty (as thou thy ſelt 
<< halt fold) is ful of hanghtie e boaſting wozdes,but moze reple 
c niſhed with puſillanimous and bnperfozmed deeds. And that 
< « they are not onely ſlaues to a thouſand confuſed lawes but ta 
2 as many different oppinions as there are men. All which(as 7 
£ well fozriners,as Cittizens)naturally contencious, and full 
c c of garboyles , do dayly rage in ciuill bꝛoples, and inteſtiue 
4 warres,And(as it is full of pꝛoude, couetous and malicious 
c people, ſo is it not vnfurniſhed of innumerable and intricate 
e tares. the leaſt of which is (A know) moſt contrary to the god 
« diſpoſition of thy quiet minde. Eh 
Naples, But this noble Citty which thon doſt infend fo fozſake (J . 
dam ſure) thou art not ignoꝛaunt, with what toyfull peace it 
© © doth continuallp floziſhe,how famous it is ſoʒ plenty of all . 
© © commodities,how opulent, ſhining in glozy and magniſiten 
* © ſte,+ bow heropcally adminiſtred, vnder the ſole regiment 0 x 
©© amightie and inuincible king. All which thinges, J knowe ' 7 
** (if euer thy appetite J haue knowen)are moſt pleaſant to thy | 1 
i: is ſome daintie taſt. And beſides all theſe reherſed pleaſures, here am 
rimes "29 A(here am J Panphilus) whom thou ſhalt neither find there © 5 
© nes llt, noz mapſt liue within any other place.Leave of therfoze thy 
c ſoz0wful determination, chaunging the vnaduiſed counſell 
e into better conſideration,hane regard (J pꝛaꝝ the by tarping | 
c here ſtil)to the comfoꝛt & weale of both our lines, Py wo2ds - 
ce encreaſed bis teares in great aboundance,of the wbich,with ©! 
« « intermingled and ſweet kiſſes, J dzunke vp ſome , But after 2 
46 man a _ ſigh,that he fetched, he anſwered me thus a | 
gains | 
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anie way delt to perfoꝛme the ſame. 
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gaine. O cheefeſt and ſinguler felicitie ot my ſoule, à (doubt , , 
lefſe) know thy woꝛds to be molt true, as by every manifeſt , 


daunger included in them,thou haſt plainly ſet down befoze „, 


my eyes. 39 

But becanſe (ſince pꝛeſent and b2gent neceſſity doth re/ , 
quire, which J would it did not) J may bꝛefely anſwer thee, „, 
I tel the, that to pate and acquite with a ſhezt greefe,a long „ 
and great debt, A thinke (my Fiammetta) thou wilt eaſilye , , 
graunt that J may and muſt iuſtly do. Thou muſk therefoze , , 
think, and reſt aſſured, that (altbough J am ſafficiently by , 
the pitty of my ſicke and aged Father duely obliged) yet am , 
Ano lefſe (nay rather moze ſtraightly) bounde by the ſame, „ 
which J ought to haue of vs bothe, which, ik it were lawfull „ 
to diſcouer, it woulde of it ſelfe ſeeme excuſable enough, pꝛe/ z 
ſuppoſing, that what thou haſt ſaid ſhonlde bee iudged of my 


Father, oz of any other els foꝛ him, J would then leaue, and „ 


let my olde Father die, without ſeeing him at all. But ſince , , 
it behouetb,that this pittie muſte bee conert and kept cloſe, , , 
and accompliſhed alſo, without manifeſting the canſe of it, J,, 
ſee not how, without great infamy and repzebenſis, J might „, 


37 


To auoide which due launder in not diſcharge of my , , 


t © vuctie,frowning Foztune ſhall but th2>& oz foure monethes 


t the moſt interrupt x ſuſpend our wonted delights, which, 
no ſaner expired, but without all faile thou ſhalt ſee me ioy , , 

> fullyreturn to the againe, and make both our harts as glad , 
at our merry meeting, as they are nowe dolefully daunted , 


with their ſozrotvfull parting. And ik the place, to which A , , 


doe, is ſo vnpleaſant as thou makeſt it, (and as it is indeede , 
e compared with this thy werte ſelfe alſo being tere) then , 
p > this muſk greafly content the, thinking, that if there were, 
11 2 no other occaſion,that ſhoulde pꝛouoke mee fo departe frem , 


thence , the qualities of the place, moſte contrarpe to the „ 


diſpoſition of my mind, would bee fozcible motiues to make „ 
me returne and come hither againe. Graunt mee tberefoze , , 


(\weete Piftreſſe) this fauoure, that J may goe thither,and , , 


as thou haſt beene h&retofoze moſt carefull of my eſtate and , 


G1. honoz, 
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& honoz,fo now likewiſe tender the ſame; and arme thy mind 


c with patience in this croſſe of ſpightfull Foꝛtune, becauſe 3 
cc knowing this accident to be moſt greenous vnto thee, J ma 
c hereafter make my ſelfe moze aſſured,that in anie chaunce #7 


<< of Foztune whatſoeuer, my honoz is as dere to the, aa my 
He had now ſaide,and helde his peace when J beganne 7 


oy thus to reioyne as foloweth. Nowe do J cleercly ſee that, 7 
0 which framed in thy inflexible mind thou doſt beare inexoza 7 
ble. And J ſcarcely thinke, that in the ſame thou doſt admit 


„ any thought at all of thoſe great e'infinite cares, with which 


3 I thou leaneſt my diſtreſſed ſoule ſo heauily burdened , deui⸗ 
Thing that ding thy ſelfe from me, which not one dap, night, noꝛ boure, 


ate wont to 
hurt a lo- 


canne poſſiblie live here without a thoulande feares. And 7? 


uers mins ſhall remaine in continnall doubt of thy life, which (A pzay 7 
ca the Gods) may be pꝛolonged aboue my dates, to thine owne | 
cc will and deſire, Alas what neede J with ſauperfinons ſpeeche 

Dangers pgolong the time in diſcourſing and reciting of them by one 

that hang and one: thy ſelfe knowing well enough, that the Sea bath OF 


_ Aang. hot ſo manie ſandes, no2 heaven ſo manie ſtarres, as there 


cc be doubtfull and dangerous perilles that are imminent.and 


cc commonly incident to moztall men. All the which (if y go- 7 
ac eſt from hence) as doubtles they will not a little feare mee, 
cc ſo will they greatlie offend and hurt ther. Moe is me fo2 mm 


« c ſozrowful life, am aſhamed to tell the that, which nows 20 


c commeth to my mind: but becauſe by y which J haue heard 
c c it ſeemeth a thing poſſible and likely, conſtrained therfoze 1 
« c Will fell if thee, Now if in thy country, in the which (as the 
tc common fame is, and as my ſelfe perticulerly haue hearde) 7 
« c there is an infinite number of faire and daintie Ladies,who 7 


c « ſpending their pong yeres in cunning loue, ſolemne ſpoꝛts 
« c and feaſts, (the firſt a paſſion eſpectally incident to them, and 
ce the ſecond a common thing vſed there) with wanton and as 7 


« c luring meanes are moſt expert to entiſe and pꝛocure lone a⸗ 


« c gain, thy wandꝛing eie ſhould eſpie ſome one of theſe, which |? 
e might perhappes, pleaſe thy abſent hart, and ſo foꝛ her loue, 
c ſhouldeſt neglect and fozget mine, ab what — 2 
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ſhould J then leade 2 Wherefo2e,if thon'doT beare me ſuch , , 
feruent affection as thou ſapeſt and ſtemeſt fo dw) imagine „, 
howe thou wouldeſt take it, iffo2 exchaunge of an other, , , 
(which things ſhall neuer come to paſſe) 3 ſhould denye thee , , 
(Panphilus) my loue : But befoꝛe my true hart ſhoulde har- , , 
bour one trecherous thought thereof, theſe handes of myne , , 
ſhould rent it from my bꝛeſt, and be the executioners of my , , 
iuſt death. Ns. 7 

But let vs leave theſe imaginations, and that which wee , , 
defire map neuer happen, let vs not with ominous angurics , , 
diuinate, and tempt the Gods in vaine. But ik thy minde be,, 
relolutly bent to departe, and foꝛaſmuch as there is nothing , 
that can pleaſe mee, which may anie wayes diſpleaſe and,, 
diſcontent the, IJ muſt of neceſſity diſpoſe my ſelfe to bee a- , , 
arable to thy wyll heerein. Notwithſtanding, with earnelk , , 
= p2ayers J requeſt ther, that it would pleaſe the in one thing,, 
> to follow my minde, in delaytng-(J meane) pet a little lons ,, 
ger (ifpoſſiblye it may bee)thy ſuddaine and ſozrowful iour⸗ , 
ney, during which time, imagining in the meane time thy , , 
departure, & with continuail thinking thereof, pꝛeſuppoling, 
thy abſence, J may with leſſe greefe of mind, learne & frame , , 
mg ſelle to liue without thee : which is no ſtraunge thing, 
ſioꝛ mex to requeſt, noꝛ harde foꝛ thee to graunt, ſince that the,, 
weather, which foꝛ this time ofthe yere is moſt vnreaſo⸗ 
nable, doth greatlie encline to the helpe and fanour of thys , , 
my _ and is molt contrary to the dzifte of thy determi- , , 
nati . ; | 


Why,doft not thon ſ&@, bowe the ſkyes full of dark and virgill im- 
blackeclowdes, with tempeſts , ſfo2mes, and flooddes of minated in 
powꝛing rapne, and Hylles of thicke ſnowes choaking vppe the 4. boke 
the waies, with raging and boyſterous windes, and hozri- of ZEncas, 


ble thunders, doo dailie thzeaten the earth and earthlie cre⸗ ® 

atures with manifeſt daungers. Gt 2, 

And (as thou canſt not otherwiſe know) how enery little 

Riuer and Bꝛoke is nowe by thefe confinuall ſhowers of  ? 

rayne ſwelled info daungerous and myghtye flooddes, ? ? 

What ſenceles man ths is hee ues me god Panphilus) ? 2 
wh 8 . who 


— — —-—3 
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The ſecon 


who (bauing ſo ſmall regarde of his life) would in this blu⸗ 5 
« « ſtering ſto2zmy,and vll weather take any voyage oz iournexg 
cc in hand? Do therfoꝛe my pleaſure in this reaſonable aduiſe 5 


cc which if thou wilt not do, then tender thy owne ſafetp, e do 


c the duetp which thou oweſt to thy owne ſelfe herein. Lett 4 
< < theſe low2ing and doubtfull times paſſe on, and ſfay fo2 cal 
c mer winde and weatber to tranell at thine eaſe , and wyth > 


« c [eſſe daunger. And my ſelfe in the meaue while, (accuſtomed 1 


pp little 2 litle, and enured to penſine 4 ſo2rowful thoughts) 
c will with moze patience attend thy iopfull return. To theſe 
<< woꝛds he deferred not his aunſwere but ſaide. The toꝛmen⸗ 
cc ting paines.and variety of painfull cares, in the which (Dh © 
an pleaſure, J 1 
arry with mee in 
cc mine owne bꝛeaſt, let the comfozfable hope of my ſpeedie re- 
cc turne aſſwage and mitfigate, Noz is if (pardon me ſweefe 
cc Ladie)a point of wiſedome, to buſie thy thoughts about that 
cc (death J meane) which may as well pzenent mer here,as 
cc ſurpꝛiſe in another place, when my deſtynies muſt needes 
c c pteld to their time, and to her ſtroke. No2 to coniecture and 


c deereſt Miſtreſle) againſt my will, conf 
cc leaue th, and thoſe which vnkainedlp 


cc pꝛognoſticate of thoſe accidets poſſible perhaps fo annoy me 
cc as moꝛe likely to be pꝛoſperous vnto me. Where and when 
cc ſoeuer the wꝛathe of the Gods dz their fauour doth light vp« = 
cc pon one, euen there and then, without vaine reſiſfance,muſt 
cc he be content to ſuffer god oz vll. Referre therefoze al theſe 
cc things to their diſpoſttion with neuer thinking oꝛ once loo · 
cc king after them, who knowing our neceſſities,can pꝛouide 
cc better fo2 vs then we our ſelnes : deſiring the to apply thy 
<< mind rather, and imploy thy whole cogitations in humble 
cc ſapplications and requeſts to them (the gracious Goddes J 


cc meane) that they may hane a pꝛoſperous and happy enent, 


But that J euer become Loner fo any woman, then fo thee 
cc (Fiammetra) fo whoſe loyall and everlaſting ſervice J reli 
c gioullpe dedicate my hart t with oath bind my ſelfe. Great 


c Ioue himſelſe (yea though J woulde my ſelfe) wyth all bys 
c might can neuer bꝛing to paſſe,fo2 with ſo ſtrong and ſure a 
c chaine, Loue hath lincked my hart fo thine, ſwete * 
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bath made my ſoule ſubiect fo thy ignozie, and depe deſpꝛe , 
hath bounde mee foz ener to thy diſpoſitions. And aſſure thy , 
ſelfe of this beſides. That the earth ſhall firſte bꝛing foo2th „, 
glittering Stars, and the heanen (plowed wyth Dren) ſhal , , 
bꝛing foꝛth ripe toꝛne, befoze Panphilus ſhall,o2 will in any , , 
thing tranſgreſle the lawes of thy pereleſſe lone, 02 enter- , , 
taine any other woman into the cloſeft of his conſtant bart, , , 
Che delay ol my departute into my Countrey, which thou 
doſt requeſt of me, if J knew it could any waies auaile thee, , , 


2 02 be pꝛofitable vnto me, J woulde moze willingly perfo2me , , 
== then thou dot require. But ſince the daily differring of it. 


is an how2ely augmentation ol our ſozrowes, and in depar- , , 
ting nowe, J ſhould returne againe, befoze the time of my , , 
long fartance here ſhoulde bee ( accozding perhappes to thy , , 


1 mind) fully finiſhed, J thinke it therefoze a great deale bet- , 
ter to haſten my tourney, Which ſpace of time thou doſt al- , , 


ſo craue to learne (as thou ſaiſt) ſuppoſed ſozrowes, wherin „ 
thou doſt ſimply deceine thy ſelfe, conſidering that in thys » 


s —meane time thou ſhouldeſt haue (my ſelfe not beeing beere) , » 

that ſelfe ſame greefe ſo foꝛcible and extreame, which at my , , 
departure indeede, and in my vnfained abſence thou woldeſt , , 
d. tonceiue. And as foz the foulenes of the weather, J will vſe , 


(as other times J haue beene accuſtomed to do) a good and , , 


wholeſome remedy, which J would (the Gods granted) that  » 
J Jhadnowe occaſton fo pꝛactiſe returning frõ thence again, „ 
= as indeparfing from hence J know fo wozke well enough., 
And fherefoze with a cherefull-and ſtrong mind(my louing „ 
PFPiammetta) diſpoſe thy ſelfe to this, which, (when thou mult , , 
do) thou mapſt better paſſe away in dwing it on a ſuddain, „, 
then with ſucceſſine feare and lingering ſoꝛrow expect ene- , , 
xp boure when to begin it. 


My teares (af the ende of his perſwaſion ſomewhat re- 
lenfed) attending ſome other aunſ were, and hearing this ſo⸗ 


>= rowfull diſcourſe, did redouble their falling dꝛops. Mhere⸗ The mager 
ſioꝛe laying my beany head vppon hys bꝛeaſt J ſtayed a good of thoſe 

-! whyle without ſpeaking any moze vnto him, and renoluing bat loue. 
many things in my mind, J could not aſſent to hys conſola- 


G. 3. tozie 


4 

$ 
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8 
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he an Looke' of 


latoꝛie perſwaſions no2 dillent from his alledged aſſertions, | 
. For (alas) who woulde haue aunſwered otherwiſe to his 
9 _ * wo2ds,but thus, Do that whicþ pleaſeth ther beſt, and tome 
1 quickly againe, Truely J beleeve none. But not wythout 
9 great grefe and effuſion of many teares, after a long while 
A gaue him that aunſwere, telling him mozeoner , that vn? 
doubtedly it ſhoulde be a great wonder to finde mee aline at 

his return. After J had ſpoken theſe woꝛds, one comfoꝛting 

vp the other, we wyped and dzyed vppe each others teares, 

and foꝛ that night did deferre them till ſome other time. 4 

And he (keeping his olde cuſtome) came to ſ& mee manie 

times, which were but a fewe dates (alas) beſoꝛe his depar⸗ 

ture, much chaunged in babite, and moze (as it ſeemed)altes |: 

red in minde, from that, ſince firſt he ſawe me. But that wo⸗ 

kull night, (ah that black and thꝛiſe cruell night) being tome, 

which was the beginning of all my annoyes, and the laſt con 

clufionof all my ioyes; with diuerſe and ſundzye diſcourſes, 

but not without great anguiſh of mind, greeuous wailings, 

and Seas of teares, and of ſo2rowfull ſobs & ſighes on bothe 

ſides we paſſed ſone away. Which (although foz that time 7 

The deſcrip Of the pere was very long) yet to mee it ſeemed the ſhoꝛteſt 
tion che night in all my life time. And now the open day tbe mena⸗ 
Ay. cing enemie, and deuider of Louers) began to overcome the 7 
light of the ſtars, the ſigne of which (comming on very faſte 

after it)appeared fo my eres, embꝛating him moſt Qraights 2 

ly I ſayd thus. 3 

„% O the ſweeteſt Lozdeof my life, what cruell one is hee, 

« « that doth take the from me, What angry God is v, which 
with ſo great foꝛte doth wzeack his ire on mee, that while 1 

« « liue, it may be ſapde. Panphilus is not there where bys Fi- 

«« ammetta is. Woe is me therefoze poꝛe ſoule, that knowing 

« not mhether thou goeſt now, ſhal line deſolate, and deſtitute 

4 « of thy tompanp. When will that happy time come, when 

« « once againe A ſhall betweene my ſtretched armes enfolde 

1 « « this louelꝑ and werte body. Alas J feare me neuer. I 
| JH 4 And as J knowe not, ſo am J not able to expꝛeſſe that, 
50 * my miſerable hart dinining, went vppe and no * 
rug 
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ſaying and lamenting in this ſoꝛrowfull ſoꝛte. But often, , 
times retomſoꝛted of him againe, J kiſſed him infinit times. 
And after many louing embzacements, both of vs very loth 
to ryle, pet at the laſt, the encroching light of the newe day 
compelling vs, vnwillingly wee didde foꝛſake the receptacle 
and ſecrete teſtimonie of our delights, And bee pꝛeparing 
nowe to giue me his laſt kyſſes, and farewels, wyth . 


dus teares J firſt beganne to vtter theſe wozds: Behold my , 


1 E: wearied A thinke wyth beauie grefe of mind, wyth a feeble 
„ = dolce ſaide thus againe. By illuminate Apollo (ſ werte Las 


onely lone thou goeſt, and in ſhoꝛt time doſt pꝛomiſe thyre-, , 
turne. 

Wherefoze aſſure mee thy fayth bereof (if ſo it pleaſe, , 
thee) ſo that expecting the ſame (not accounting foz all that,, 
thy bare woꝛdes as vayne) A may haue of thy future firme- , , 
neſſe ſome lively hope and pledged comfoꝛt. Then he enters, * 
mingling his feares with mine, and hanging about my neck 


4 | dy) Jſweare vnto the, who wyth moſt ſwift pace comming 
into our hemiſphere (contrary to our deſires):doth miniſter ? ? 


a aſo2rowfull occaſion of our ſuddaine departure, and whoſe * ? 


golden beames J do attende foꝛ my gladſome guides: And 

pp that indiſſoluble lone, which 4 beare thee, and by that due 
= and fozced piety, which doth deuide mee from thee, that foure 

- = monethes ſhall not fully paſſe, but (if the Gods be gracious 
= tome herein) thou ſhalt ſ& me here returned to thee again. 
And then faking my right hand in his, be turned bimſelfe to 
that ſide, where he ſawe the Images of our Gods hanging, 


= andſayd, 
4 Oh mol holy Goddes,coequall and iuſt gonernours of,, 


"th L YVeanen and earth, bee pꝛeſent wytneſſes of thys my fayth- , , 
full pꝛomiſe, and of my inuiolable ginen fayth, And be thon ,, 
= alſopzeſenft (O mightye Lone) the ſecrefe knower of all,, 


= theſe thinges. 
2. And thou molt ſtately Chamber, moꝛe pleaſant to mee 
then the heauens and diuine habitacles to the Gods, as thou ,; JR 


„ © baſtb@ne a ſecrete wytnes of our delires, ſo likewiſe — 


1 e wo2des encloled in thy Walles, in the leaſt 
G4. i 


The effect Palace gate, and opening my lips to bidde him farewell, ſud 5 
of an ena · dainly my woꝛds were taken from my tongue, and the light 


moured 
Woman, 


c ire was (in tim 


_ . ©< Tunos enuie appeared towards ſimple bele&ning Semele, 


— 
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The en books of 


cc which (if by my owne fault) J do faile, let the iuſt indigna» © 
<< tion of the angry Gods bee ſuch fowardes mee, as Ceres her 
u towards Eriſichthone, oz as Dianas 

vpon gazing Acteon, oz ſuch as ie lious 


cc ſcoʒzne was we 


And when be had ſo ſaid, with a zealous affection t ear - 

neſt deſire he embꝛaced mee, and with a feeble and interrup⸗ 

ted voice he gaue me bis laſt A dio. == 
Alter he had thus taken his leane, onercome poꝛe wzetch 7 
with extreame anguiſh of minde, and wofull waylinges, J 1 
could ſcarce aunſwere him any thing againe, but yet at ths 
laſt by plaine and maine fo2ce , J did fetch theſe trembling 7: 

cc woꝛds out of my ſadde and heaute minde. Thy aſſured faith 
cc ſolemnly pꝛomiſed to mee, and ſincerely giuen by thy ryght 
« c hand to mine, let Iupiter confirme in heaven with 5 effetrte, 
« « a Iſis did the pzayers of Teleteuſe, and make it ſo perfecte 
ac ànd entire in earth, as J do effectually deſire,and asÞ doſt 
c with ſacred oath require. And accompanying bim fo my 


of heauen from mine eyes. And like a ruddy vermilion Roſe > 
cut down with ſythe in open fields, feeling the parching and 
contracting heate of the Sunne beames , dooth fall downe 
amonglt the greene leaues, and leaſing by little and little his 
fozmer colour,doth die: ſo halfe aliue e dead J fel betweene 
my Papdens armes. and not a little while after by her dili⸗ 
gent care and helpe, who was moſt faithfull vnto mee, with 2: 
colde liquo2s(recalled backe againe to this ſozrowful woꝛld) 
did begin fo feele the recouery of my fozmer ſtrength and 
foꝛtes. And hoping that he was yet at the gate, like a fleree 
Bull, bauing receaued a moꝛtall wounde, fur iouſipe rouſeth 
himſelſe, running and leaping here e there, ſo J amazed and 
lyfting vppe my dimmed eyes, which badde ſcarcely yet re⸗ 
teiued their perfecte ſight, ranne eagerlie vppon my Paide 
wyth open armes to embꝛate her, thinking to haue claſped 
my Panphilus betwerne them, and with a faint and hoarte 
vopce, bꝛoken as it were in a thouſand peeces, with inceſſant 
weeping 
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quickly and ſoftely into his armes, as ſone as bee ſawe vou, 
in lo ſtraunge a plight, and ſeaching vppe and downe with 1 
bis hand in euer y plate, it pour fainting ſoule was yet contai⸗ 
ned in vour appaled body, and finding your hart panting, and. 
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weeping and wayling J ſayd. Oh my ſoule farewell. The 
mapd belde her peace ſeeing my errour. But afterwards ha⸗ | 
ning the full feeling of my ſences, and perceiuing indede that N 
J was deceined, Jhardly kept my ſelfe from falling y ſecond foal: 
time into the like traunte. t was now cleare day in euerie 7 
place, when ſ&ing my ſelfe in my chamber without my Pan 
philus,and loking round about me, and being ignozaunt(al- 
moſt) and aſtonied fo2 a great while how this might come to 
paſſe, J aſked my waiting maide, what was become of hym, 


and ſhe poꝛe ſoule with lamenting,aunſwered. It is a god- ? ? 


while ſince Madame, that he bzinging you hether in his ar- ' ? 
mes, the bzight day ſtealing on, bath by fozce(and not with- 77 . rio- 
out infinite teares ſeperated and taken him from you . To e of 
whome J ſayd againe. And is therefoze gone? Alas god Pay joouer, 


dame, pea ſapd ſhe. And pet conſequently J aſked her againe. * 


With what kinde ol countenaunce did be depart. Mith the |, 
moſt ſober, ſaddeſt and moſt ſozrowfull loke(ſayd ſhe ) and 52 
luke one who had the picture of greefe,care,and anguilh liner , , 


ly depaynted in his demiſſe viſage. Afterwardes J followed , 


and aſked her what kinde of geſture hee did vile, and what g , 
woꝛ des he did ſpeake, when be went away. And ſhe aunſwe- | , 


* 1.9 
* * 


red. You being god Lady halfe deade betweene my armes, , ir 
and your ſoule wandꝛing (A know not) where, hee got you N 


beating ſtrongly againſt your tender ſides , bewayling and 7 


complaning.a thouſand times and moꝛe, with the ſecreet ver i -__ 
tue (J thinke)of bis laſt kiſſes he called you backe againe, ?? i. 


But when he ſawe you ſtill immoneable,and as colde pet as 


= tbe marble fone,he bzought vou heather, and daubting of 1 
ſome woꝛſe miſhappe , weping often times, he kiſſed your 


pale viſage,ſaying. Oh ye high Gods if there be any harme * * 

committed and cauſed by my departure, let your iuſt dome 

light vpon me and not vpon the faultles Ladie : reduce her * ? 15 
vagrant ſoule into her pꝛoper place againe, ſo that of — EY *, 


ly 


I _ 


his ſtay with yon could be no longer, imb2acing vou, hee ſayd, 


| 4 6 treamely lament, that the vehement ſobbes and ſigbes, that 
4 ſtemed to cleaue the heauens, and his loude plaintes, did of ⸗ 


The ſecond booke of 


70 laft toye,that doth remaine, (that is to ſee mee af my laſt ds 
cc parture, and to gius her laſt ambꝛoſtal kiſſes, with her ange- 
© < licall voyce once againe ſaying farewell, ) we may reteiue a | 


<< little comfozt. But after that be perceined no feeling in pou, 


cc ag one deuopde of counſaple in this cauſe,and ignoꝛant what | 
cc to do, laying yon ſoftely on the bedde, and like the ſurginge 
<< wanes of the Sea (toſſed vp and down with ſfozmy windes) 
<< wallowe and ruſhe violently ſometimes fozward,and imme 
c diately with as much fozce totter backe againe , euen ſo he 

cc ſuddainly flynging from pou to the chamber doze,eſpied tho⸗ 

©<* rowe the windowes the thzeatning lightſome ayze ( enemy 7 
© * to his abode) with haſty ſpeede to come on. And comming 
C running from thence to you ſodainely againe , and fill cal» 7 
4 ling and crying on pon, reiopning as many ſweete kiſſes. aas 
tc raining bitter teres bpon your fayze and fainting face. But 

cc when he had done ſo many times together, and ſing that 


«© Dh ſweeteſt Ladie and onely hope of my heaup hart, whome 
© ©£ now(of fozce departing from the) leaue in doubtfull fate 
cc of tyfe,the pittifull Gods reſtoze to the againe thy loft con 
© foꝛt, t pꝛeſerue thee ſo long in like, that we may ſer our ſelues 
«© once againe ioytull an merry togeather, as nowe(depꝛiued 
cc of all conſolation)this bitter departing doth deuide vs a ſun 
;* © der. And all the while he ſpake theſe woꝛde s, hee did ſo ex- 7 


cc tentimes ſtrike a great feare into mie, leaſt that they badde 


. beenonot heard of thoſe onely in our houſe , but of our next 
, «© neighbours alſo. 


6 And not permitted now fo tarrie any onger, by reaſon 

ok the cleere bzightnefſe of the day that moze and moe 
cc came creeping on, with greater abeundaunte of teares | 

<< then befoze, hee ſapd. ah my werte heart farewell, And 

*< dzawen away as it were by foꝛce, bytting his foote a [great 


An omi- blowe againſt the thzeQholde of the doꝛze, hee went out of | 
nous and ill our houſe. 


From whence beinggonne,(s Tobie ſayde loking backe, 
meaning 
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nkin 


when you came , , 


g that w 
him backe againe fo vou. ,, 


king backe at euerie ſteppe, thi 


ſelle agapne, I ſhould call 


fo your 


helde ber 
good 


e. 


Ladyes)as you may imagine, ſozrowinge 


( 
and lamenting foz the depa 


nowe 
nd J 


* 


ö loouer, remap- 


« 


— 
d 


with continuall teares dis ſodapne and vnfoztunate ab, 


rture of my deere 
diſtreſſed 


ned the mot comfoztlefſe an 


„ 


FINIS 


CE „ The tried booke of Mai. 
ſter lohn Boccace bys 
Fiammetta_-. 
63S you haue heard(pentle La- 


PE 13 euen in ſuch ſozte(my Panphilus 
8 being gonne did Jremaine , and with mamie 


wailed his is fozrowfull departure. And there was not any? * 


« c thing elſe in my mouth (although J ſpake it ſofflie to my 
elke) tb, O my Panphilius, how may it be that thou haſt foz 


8 ſaken me? This name truelie, when à remembꝛed the wert 


Fond 
thoughts 


of looue ts, 


cc Here did my Panpbilus ſit, hœre did he lye , heere did J kiſſe 
c him: And in bꝛerfe, euer place in the ſame by repꝛeſentinge 


accents of it, amongeſt my many bitter teares, did yelde mie 
no ſmall comfoꝛt. There was no parte of my chamber, which | 
J did not with a moſt deſirous eye beholde, ſaping to my ſelf, 


ſuch ſwete cbiects to my memoꝛie, was moſt deere vnto me. 


Sometimes J fayned with my ſelfe, thinking, that ( refour- 
ned backe againe)he came fo ſe me, and, as if he had beene in- 


deede, J loked towardes the chamber dwze, and perceiuing 


my lelfe deluded with my vaine fancie, J was angrie wyth 
my leife, knowing that 3 was deceiued indede, And becauſe 
J would dꝛiue away vaine cogitations, J remember that of- 
ten times J beganne to buſie my ſelſe about many thinges, 
but ouercome ofnewe imaginations, and leauing the ſame 
vndonne, my miſerable hart with an vnaccuſtomed beating 
did begin to moleſt me. called tome minde many 8 
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which J would at his departure haue ſayd vnto him, and re⸗ 
peating alſs many times with my ſelfe thoſe wozdes, which 
we had fo eache other ſpoken. And in this manner not ſef- 
ling my minde firmely on any thing, J lined many dapes to 
gether a moſt ſozrowful and penſiue life. But after that this 
great greefe, (conceiued by his departare)by length of tyme 
was ſomewhat alleuiated, moꝛe fozcible and violent though⸗ 
tes began to enter into my minde, and being lodged there, 
did with pꝛobable and apparant reaſons kepe and defende 
themſelues there. And not many. daies after, remaining all 
alone in my chamber, it came to paſſe, that J beganne to ſaꝝ 
tomy ſeiſe. | HAM 

Bebolde my lover is gonne, and is goinge on his weary - 3 
way, and thou poze ſoule couldeſt not at bis departure once 
ſap, ſare well, noꝛ pzay the Goddes to be his guides, noꝛ kiſle , » 
bis troubled countenaunce no, not ſo much as ſee him: which >, 
» thinges if hee keepe in minde, and if any infoztunious acci- , 
dent ( which the Goddes foꝛbidde) happen vnto him, coniectu⸗ 


ring ſome ominous ſigne by thy ſllence, may greatly(pers Loucrs of- 
| thought troubled my minde ro ona 
very much at the firſt, but a new counſell and conceite of o- ge the. 
ther matters remoued it againe from mee, becauſe among («1ucs a- 
my ſundzy thoughtes, J ſayd with my ſelfe. J onght not to in gane. 


turre any blame herein, becauſe be being endued with great / 


chaunce)blame thee foz it. 


wiſedome, will (oner expound my ſuddaine extaſte foꝛ a luc- » » 


kie pzeſage,ſaying. She ſayd not fare well, which is common: > 


ly wont to be ſayd fo them, who meane to abſent themſelnes » » 
foz a great while, when they de part, oꝛ elſe vtterip to take „, 
their leaue, but holding my peace, he will rather thinke with 
him ſelke. that it was a ſigne, wherby to note that ſhozt time „ 


alligned foꝛ his ſtay there. 75. 


And recomfozting my ſelfe againe with this flatfering i⸗ 
magination, J let it paſſe,and entred into other new and di⸗ 
ners thoughts. And being thus beſet with ſoꝛrowe one eue · 
rie ſide, 3 remained all alone, my heart being wholy penſiue 
fo2 him, walking ſometimes vppe and downe in my ſolitarie 
chamber ſitting downe now in * place, and now ſtanding 


3 
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in a muſe in that, and other ſometimes leaning my beauie 


head vpon my hand againſt my bed ſide, J ſayd to my lelfe. 
Oh that my Panphilus were come hether now againe? 


13 < And then from thele fancyes, J paſſed into other newe con ⸗ 
$4 ceptes.As ſometimes(foz example) with great greefe J cal- 
TE led to minde, dow with ſmyting his fote againſt the thꝛel⸗ 


bolde of the doze,he went out of my chamber, as my truſty 
waiting woman had folde mee: And remembzing alſo that 
Laodameia did gather no greater token of Protcſilaus bys 
long abſence, and vnperfozmed retourne , by no other ſigns, 
then by this,it made me many times fal info great and ruth 
fall conſiderations thereof,fearing leaſt the ſelfe ſame thing 
(which the Goddes graunt not) might as vnloꝛztunatelie be- 
fall to me. But not conceiuing pet in the depth of my minde, 
what ſhould happen vnto me indeede , J let theſe , as vayne 
and friuolous imaginations paſſe away, which did neuer 
the ſooner at my will and pleaſure departe,but when others 
comming a freſbe in their places, then did theſe fozſake my 
melancolike minde. f 
F And recounting thoſe now in my minde, that were tome, 
' which were ſo many and ſo great, that to thinke of their 
number one lp. (ifof nothing elſe)it was no ſmall payne to 
Troubles & my pooze heart, ſaꝛ J did not once remember ( amongeſt me 
caresare Other thoucbtes)that J had reade in Ouide his verſes, that : 
wont to ex- troubles, cares, and painefull aſfaires did dzine loue out of 
lobe ia vounge and tender myndes, but rather, ſo often, when Are ⸗ 
young men, Membzed that hee was on bis wap. And thinking, that theſe | 
were no ſmall annoyaunces vnto enery one, and eſpeciallie | 
to bim, whome Jknewe had beene euer accuſtomed fo reſt, 
and acquainted with eaſe , and nowe moſt of all, when hes 
was conſtrained to them againſt his will. : 
Wherfoze I dyd firſt greatly doubt with myſelfe, leaſt |: 
ſmalleſt of theſe greefes might nothaue bene meanes fozcibls | 
enough to haue taken him krom me, and feared againe, leaſt 
his vnwoonted trauailes, and the hurtefull and vnſeaſona⸗ 
ble weather might haue bene an occaſion of ſickneſſe, 2 
of ſome woꝛſe milchaunce, that might haue hindered bis de- © 


8 
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ſeignes, and ſo hurt my dellres. And in this dolefull imagi⸗ 
nation (4 remember my minde was longer buſted , then in 
any other,although that J did often times argue, by tbe 


induction of his vnfayned teares, which J did ſ& trickle 


downe his ch&kes,and of my painefull troubles, which ne- 
uer chaunged my firmeneſle,that it could not bee a true con- 
cluſton, that foz ſo little greefe,ſo great loue Could be extinct, 
boping allo, that bis young age ( maſtred with ſinguler diſcre 
tion and wiledome) would defend and kerpe him from any o⸗ 
ther hurtfull accident, 


Thus ther ſoꝛe, in oppoſing, anſwering e dilfoluingmy owne 
obiections , Aſpent ſo many dates , that J dyd not onely 


thinke,that he was now arrined in his countrie , but J was 
alſo certifled thereof by his letters, which foz many cauſes 
were moſt welcome and acceptable vato me:in the which be 
certified me,that with greater flames of affection, he burned 
moꝛe in my lone, then ener he did, and with ſtronger pꝛomi⸗ 
ſes did reuiue my hope of his returne. Uberefoze my firlk 
thonghtes being gonne,from this howꝛe fozeward,new fan- 
cies did quicklie ariſe in their places. 

Foz ſometimes J layd: o my Panphilus the onely be⸗ 


not ſeene him) receiued of him with great ive , feaſted of all 
bis kinſfolkes , and de&rely enfertaynedof all his frendes, 
doth not onely fozget me, but dot ( thinke)accurſe the mo 
nethes, daies, and howers, in the which with diners occaſions , 
berefofoze my lous bath ſtayed him here. And hononrablie | 


on of all Ladyes and Genflewomen, doth blame mee ( per- , 
bappes)who knew not how to feede his dainty fancies in a/, 
nie thing elſe, then in ſimple vnfolding my ſecrete loue, ; , 
and the ffraung effects of my new affections vnto him, when, 
be was here. And mindes full of mirth and tollitie, are apte ,, 
to be dzawen from one place, and to be bound to another, 


99 


looued ſonne of his olde father, who many yeresbefvze had » - cl 
They that 


looue are 
alwaies iQ 


8 


welcomed of all his compeers, and with toyfull — . 


accoꝛding to the mutabilitie of their pleaſed and diſpleaſed 5 


fancies But (alas may it now be, that I Qould jeeſe him, 
in this lozte, , * 
4 


Tru ely * 


« 
. . | * * \ 
WY e : 
a 2 4 
A 0 
e 24 _ * K . * 


The third booke of 

% Mrucly J tannot hardly thinke it. The Gods ſoꝛbidde that 

<< this ſhonld come ts paſſe:x graunt that as amongſt my paren 

« © tes, and kinſfolkes, and in my own x natiue Citty they haue 

made, and kept me onely his. So amongſt his kindzed.and in 

his natural countrie, let them vouchſafe to pꝛeſerue him one 
tie mine, 

Alas, with how many ſalt feares were oP wozdes ming 

led, and with how many moze ſhould they haue bene, if 1 

had beleeued that, that, which they themſelues didfruely pꝛog 


noſticate, ſhould after wardes haue pzoued true: albeit that 


thoſe, which then came not fwzth, J haue afterwards in treb⸗ 
ble folde ſpent all in vaine . Beſides ſuch ſpeeches ( my mind 
diuining often times of her woes to come) ſurpꝛiſed ( J know | 
not with what feare) did greatly tremble and quake, which 
feare was moſt comonly reſolued into theſe ſtinging though | 
tes, and woꝛdes. 
Panphilus abidinge now topfully in his Cittpe, full of moſt 
« « famous and excellet temples, and by reaſon of moſt ſolemne 
and high feaſtes, with exceeding pompe and glozy celebzated 7 
c there, doth with great pleaſure viſite them: where be cannot 
«« chuſe,but finde many fay2e and noble women, which, as in 
_ « « ſurpaſſing beautie, gallant behauiour, and good graces, they 


«« extell all others, ſo moſt of them being ſkilfull pꝛacticioners 


« inthey2 entiſing arte, with ſubtile ſnares , and amozous al· 


« « [ectiues are paſſing cunning to enfrappe young and gentle 


« mindes, thereby to dzawe them to they2 liking, and ſofo lure 
« « them fo their lone. Alas who can then be ſo ſtrong a gardien 
« « of himſelfe, where ſo many motiues do concurre , but muff 
« « (mauger his bearde) at ſometime oꝛ other by plaine fozce be 
« « Oucrtaken:as J my ſelfe, not many monthes ſithence by like 
« « puwers alſo aſſailed, map be an appꝛoued and hapleſſe pꝛeſi⸗ 
ie dent of ſuch ſtraung and ſtrong vertues, which in my ſimple | 
c « bzeaſt pꝛeuailed. And beſides this,newthingesare wont to 
« « delight moze then olde, Jt is therefoze but an eaſfie matter. 
that he(being newly ariued, and a ſtraunger) may pleaſe 
them, and they him againe. | 
Alas how greeuous was this imagination to me, the which 


that 
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that it houlde nof come to paſſe, A toulde ſcarce dꝛiue out of , , 
my minde, ſaping thus. Howe map Panphilus, who loueth „, 
thee moze then himſelfe,recetne into that hart, encloſed in , 
thine,any other newe loue? Ulby,doſt not thou know, that „ 

there is heere perbaps ſome bzane Lady well wozthp of bys , , 


lone, who with greater foꝛce, then with that of her eies, hath „ 


oft aſſaide and endeuoured to enter into his hart, but coulde , 
not find any way wherby,he beeing pet ſcarce thine, as now , , 
be is, ſo many moze Goddeſſes alſo of beautie paſſing vppe „ 
and downe in this Cittie, and yet not anie one of them able „ 
to moue bis minde? Howe canſt thou then thinke that hee „ 
may bee ſo ſone enamoured as thou ſapſt? And beſides this „„ 
dooſt thou belue, that he would violate that troth, which ſo , , 
religiouſlie be auowed vnto thee fo2 any other faith. It may „ 
neuer be, and therfoze thou muſt truſt to his fidelity, and re- „ 


lie vppon his god diſcretion, With great reaſon thou ough⸗ , 


teſt to think, that he is not ſo meanelie wiſe, bc p he know- , , 
eth well enougb, that it is but meer e folly fo leaue ; which , , 
alreadie be hath to gette that, which he hath not, pen if that , , 
which he would fozſake, were but a ſmal thing, and of great „ 
deale leſſe account, in teſpetct of that which hee ſeeketh to at- , , 


7 taine, bering of greater eſtimation and value. And of this al- , , 


ſo thou muſt haue an infallible hope, that this cannot ſo eaſt- , , 


4 ly come fo paſſe : becauſe it the great fame and generall re-,, 
= pozt of thy beauty be true, which thy ſelfe haſt often hearde, , , 


thou mayeſf (placed amongſt the number of the bꝛaueſt Las , , 


dies in his Countrep, and to the faireſt of them all parago- , , 


ned) be pꝛiled aboue the beſf, which hath not in it anie one „ 
richer,b2aucr, oz moze nobly bozne then thy ſelfe. And bee , , 
ſides this, whom can he finde amongſt all the Gentlewome „ 
in his Citty, that would,nay that coulde loue him ſo deerely, „„ 
as thou doff, 93 

Againe, hee is not ignoꝛaunt (as one expert in amoꝛous „, 
affaires) how hard a labour, and intricate a matter it is, ſo , 
to diſpoſe and woꝛke with any woman, to make her like at , , 
the firſt, oꝛ at the firſt aſſaults to make her yeeld to loue. And „ 
een he did not loue thee at all, vet being troubled abont , , 

It. manie 
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© < many affaires of his Father , and occupied with his pꝛoper 
cc huſines, he could not nowe bee at vacant lepſnre t o acquaint 
.£ © himſelfe with other newe women. UWherefo2e let not thys 
cc gnely fall info thy thougbt, but hold it foꝛ an in fallible Max. 
ime, that as much as thou loueſt, ſo much thou art beloued 
againe. Alas how falfly e ſophiſtically were theſe argumets 
copned againſt the truth. But with all my diſputing, J could 


neuer refel and put out of my mind the obſcure and miſera ⸗ 


ble ieloſie entred into if foꝛ aduantage. and accompliſhment 
bk mp other grefes. But pet ſomewhat lighfened (as if 1 
bad argued truelp) and caſed a little therby, J did to mp fee ⸗ 
ble power remoue ſuch iniur ious thoughts from my mind. 
O deereſt Ladies, becauſe J will not ſpende the time in re- 
counting euerp one of mp vncouth thoughts, what were my 
molt carefall dedes,you ſhall nowe heare. At the ſtrangnes 
of which meruaile not, ſince J muſt n&des follow, not thoſe 
Which J woulde, but ſuch as it pleaſed Lone fo giue mee, ah 
thoſe was J conſtrayned to perfozme. Uery fewe moznings 
eſcaped me, when ryſen out of mp weary bedde, J went not 


vppe to the higheſt turrets of my Pallace, and from thence 7 


no otherwyſe then the Barryners clymbing vp to the topp 
(ot their maine Maſt, do pꝛie on euerie ſide, to ſe if they can 
eſpy any dangerous Rocks, oꝛ ken an land 5 is nere, which 
may hinder their continued courſe.) J firſt loked about mee 
on euer ſide. And afterwards faſtning myne eies ſfedfaſtly 2 
towards the Taft, J did mark how much p Sun, eleuated a- 
boue the Horiſon, had ſpent of the new dap, and the moꝛe J 7 
ſaw it higher, d moꝛe I ſaid (to my ſelf) that þ terme of Pan 
philus his return dꝛew on, and many times J did with great 
delight as it were, ſe it riſe come fo2th,+x diſcerning ſome⸗ 
times my own ſhadow, by the aſcended quantity of it in the 
Meridiall line, made leſſe t leſſe,and ſomtimes loking to the 
fpace of his body, made bigger by the earth in his ſetting, I 


faid with my ſelfe, hee went moze lowlp,then ener be did 
beloze, and did lengthen the daies moze in Capricorne, then 
he was wont to do in Cancer, and ſo likewiſe moũted vp fo | 
the middle circle,J ſaide Þ there he ated to long fo del — | 

himſe 
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ſelfe in ouerloking the wide earth. And although hee glided 
down ſwiffly towards the weſt, pet me thought he was too 
long in bis courſe again, whoſe light after p our Yemiſphers 
had loſt, x that » twinckling ſtars had ful ſcope fo ſhew foꝛthj 


theirs,thus partly contented, J went numbzing e calling fo Toner 
mind many times with my ſelf the daies p were paſt, with mark their 
litle ſtones did mark thoſe with other dates alſo that were — with 
to tome, no other wiſe thẽ in times ( paſtdeuiding their mery *00c* 


and happy dates from their ſoꝛr wlul and diſmal times with 
litle black white ſtones) were wont to doo, O howe many 
times do J now remeber, befoze their due time J did put a 
ſtone there, tbinking z ſo much of y pꝛeſcribed terme ſhould 
be diminiſhed, howe much p ſwner J adioyned it top, which 
was already paſt, ſomtimes counting þ litle tones aſſigned 
fo2 y daies paſt, and ſomtimes telling thoſe, which ſt@ode fo2 
thoſe daies, which were yet to come, although J kept p num 
ber o euery one of them very wel in my minde (thinking e⸗ 
nery time to haue found ſome of the increaſcd, and that yp os 


ther ſhold haue ben diminiſhed. So did my eager hote deſire 


tranſpoꝛt me to þ wiſhed end of p pzeftred terme. Uſing ther 
foze theſe vain cares, J returned many times to my deſolate 
chamber,moze delirous to be there all alone, then willinglie 
in any copany, And when J was alone, to dꝛiue awap ſozow 
ful cogitations, 3 opened a certain caſket of mine, out of the 
which J foke many things(fomtimes bis fauours belowed 
on me)by one & one,and 5 delight r great deſire, which once 


Þ# J had in beholding him, J did now take in gazing vpõ them, 
Z Which when J bad ſe&ne, ſcarce able fo containe my ſwelling 


teares,yet fetching great ſighes,J kiſſed the, and as if they 
bad been rational creatures,+ things of vnderſtanding, J did 
aſte them ſaying. When wil pour M. be here? 4 laying the 
vp again, J dꝛew fozth many of bis leters which be had ſom 


times ſent me,+ reading almoft euerp one of them oucr.and 


imagining v J did talke with him, J felt no litle cofozt.J cal 
led oftentimes my faithful t ſecret maid vnto me, with who 
J had much and diuers communication touching him, ſome⸗ 
| times aſking her what her hope was of hrs returne, and 
22. ſometimes 
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ſometimes what ſhee thought of him, oz if af any time thee 


had heard any thing of him. | 
To all which demaundes, eyther fo pleaſe me, oꝛ cls ace 


co2ding to her opinion,aunſwering the truth,it was a great 


comfo2t to my deſolate minde, And thus many times J pal- 
ſed away the greater part of the day with leſſe greefe t ſad⸗ 


nes. toke no leſſe pieaſure and content (then in þ fozſaide 


Variety of 
talke doth 
diminifh 


things ) to viſit the holy Temples, and to ſitte at my Pallace 
Gate with other Gentlewomen of my acquaintance, where 


forrow and often times with ſund2ie diſconrſes, my infinite cares were 


fadnes, 


ſomewhat remoued from mee. To which places ſometimes 
reſozting,it fell out often, that J ſawe dyuers of thoſe pong 
Gentlemen, whom J did knowe fo kiepe Panphilus compas 
nie: and whenſocuer J eſpied them, J dtd neuer foꝛgette to 
loke amongſt them, if happilie J might ſ& Panphilus wyth 
them, as ſometimes J did. O how often times was J vain- 
ly deluded with this foliſh imaginatid. And although J was 
thus deceined, pet it did me much god fo ſ& them, whom (as 
by their pittifull counfenaunces they bewzayed as much) 1 
ſawe full of like compaſſion, that I bad, in ſeeing themſelues 
alone (as it were) anddep2iaed of their \wete companion, 
and who (me thought) [cemed not halfe ſo merry, as they 
were wont to be. 

Ah what a great deſire had J many times to aſke them, 
what was become of their gentle friende and alſociate, if rea 
ſon and modeſtp had not counterchecked my eagre wil here⸗ 
in. But Fo2tune truelp was ſometimes fauourable to me 
herein, becauſe in talking of him in (ach like places, think- 
ing that J did not heare and vnderſtand them, thep ſaid, that 
bis returne was almoſt at hand:  howe ſ werte theſe woꝛds 
were to myne eares, it were a boteleſſe labour to expꝛeſſe. 
In this ſoꝛte therefoꝛe, and with ſuch ſundꝛy thonghtes and 
ſuperſtitious deedes, and with many other, like theſe, J dyd 


ſtudie fo paſſe the tedious dates away, which were ſo pꝛke⸗ 


ſome to mee in their length, deſiring therefoze ſtil fo2 night, 
not becauſe of bothe J thought it moze p2ofitable oz comfoz- 
table fo me, but becauſe when it was come, there was the 

moze 


f 


—— 
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moꝛe time ſpent, and the leſſe to paſſe away. After that tbe 

comber ſome day therefoze (whoſe long howers being fni⸗ 

ſhed) gaue place toſilent night, freſh fanctes and newcares 

came alſo in company with the ſame. And J, who from my 

cradle beeing naturally giuen to bee afraide in the ſolitarye 1e 411 
darknes of night, accompanied nowe with mighty lone,was afure Lo - 
free from all manners of feare. And perceining euery one in vers in 
my houſe to take their quiet reſt, ſometimes J went vppe as dalknes, 
lone fo that place, where J bad not long ſince ſcene the Sun 

ryſing in the mozning, and as Aronces did ſpeculate the ce- 


” lefftall bodies, and their oꝛbituler motions, betwene the 


white Marbles in the hylles of Luca, ſo did J (the night cree 
ping on with ouerlong minuts, and feeling the great cares, 
and carefull thoughts to be enemies vnto my wiſhed lepe) 
beheld the Beanens from that place, and the ſwift renoluti- 
ons of the,imagining with my ſelf, that they were wonder⸗ 
full low in their courſe ; and ſometimes turning mine eyes 
ſtedfaſtly fowardes the hozned Pone, (hauing recourſe to 
ber wayne, and to her roundnes, J perceiued by the increaſe 
and decreaſe of if, ſome nights to be longer and ſhozter then 
other. And ſo much the moꝛe my deſire was made moze fer⸗ 
nent, by how much ſooner J wyſhed, that the fonre months 
by her ſweefe courſe had beene bzought to an ende. Dh howe 
many times (although it lenf a dimmed and obſcure. lyght) 


did J beholde it a great while together with greate delight, 


imagining that my eanphilus his eyes were then fired on 
it as well as mine. Whom foꝛ all that J do not nowe doubt 
that (J being nowe quite out of his memoꝛie) hee didde not 
once care to loke on the Mone, but not hauing ſo much as a 


2 thought thercof,be did rather at that time ot the night, take 
bis reſt in his bedde. io Lovers who 


And J remember, that agreeued at the ſlowneſſe of her expect the 


= courſe, with diners foundes (following the olde and ancient _—— 


erro2s of thoſe many yeeres agoe) J helped her fozwarde in eg thinle 
her ſlowe courſe,fogrow to her fall roundnes, to the which every houre 


1 after that it was come, contented with her perfecte and full to be 15ger 


light, che cared not (as it med) to diminiſh þ ſame againe, chen other, 
_ and 
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and to returne to her newe hoznes, but to remaine fill in 
ber rounde fozme , aibeit with my ſelfe J helde her excuſed 
fo2 the ſame, eſtming her aboade moze fanourable and gra 
tious with yer iopfull Mother, then deſirous to returne to 
the darke kingdoms of her infernall Huſband. But J reme- 
ber wel, that the deuoute petitions & earneſt pꝛapers, which 
_ many times J offered vppe vnto ber, fo accelerate her eaſie 
and flowe pace, 3 turned nowe into thꝛeatning ſpeeches ſay⸗ 
ing. 
44 O Phxbeaneuill rewarder of thy devout ſeruice dons 
cc vnto the, with pittifall pzayers I laboꝛ to leſſen thy trauell 
cc and wearte fourney,but thou not eſteeming the, with longe 
cc and ſlom tariaunte (iniurious to thy ſelfe and to mee) dooſt 
cc not care to encreaſe mine. And therefoze if to the neceſitye 
cc of my helpe, thou dweſt not returne moꝛe by toꝛned, thou 
cc ſhalt then perceine me asflow in thy honozs and ſacrifices, 
c which J meane to offer bp vnto thee, as now J find the care 
cc leſſe and ſlacke in thy duetpe fo the wozlde. Nh, dooſt not 
cc thou knowe, that the ſoner thou ſhalt foure times ho2ned, 
c c andas manie times rounde,haue ſhewed thy lights fo moz⸗ 
cc tall creatures, by ſo much the ſoner my Panphilus ſhall re 
« c turne to me againe: who beeing once come backe, then as 
cc llowe 02 as ſwift as thou wilt thou maiſt runne out thy com 
paſſe and circles. 
Truely that ſelfe ſame madnes, which did induce me to 
make ſuch pꝛapers, that very ſame did ſo bereaue me ot m 


ſelfe,that it made me ſometimes thinke, that ſhe (afraide of | 


my thzeatnings) made greater haſte in ber courſe onely fo: 
my pleaſure : and other times ſeeming not fo care foꝛ me, to 
be moze flow then ſhe was befoze, This often bebolding on 
her, made me ſo ſkilfull in her nature and conrſe,that, when 
the was in her wayne, oz in any part of heauen, o: coniop⸗ 
ned with any ſtarre, A might haue fully iudged and known 
howe much of the night hadde paſſed away, and howe much | 
was to come. | 
Bothe the Beares likewiſe (if ſhe had not appeared) did 


by long experience make me very ſkilfull and tertaine ther 
of, 


f wytb bis fur ie. 


and inuented tales, could not (as true matters) be iuſtiy ſet. , 


; the time away wyth leſſe greefe. Pepther do J know which ebe greefe 
: ges) to ſee the dates runne on and ſpent. 


went enfozcing my ſelfe (as it were) to fleepe; although A 
kne we it was but in vayne, and therefoze went rather to 
= lyedowne to ſlæpe. And beeing all alone in my bedde, and $1, 
= froubled wyth no rumours and noyſe, all thoſe thoughts al- 5 ens 
molte: which-in the day tyme hadde ſurſaulted mee, came —_ 

nowe a freſhe to my mynde, and in deſpight of my ſelfe 
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of. Alas who would haue beleued Þ lone toulde haue taugbt 
mee ſuch Aſtrologie, a ſcience moꝛe fitte fo2 fineſt witts, and 
pꝛofounde indgments,and not foz a troubled mind occupyed 


When the heauens full of darkeſt clowdes and ouerrnn 
with boyſterous and tempeſtious windes, and choaked with 
miſtie fogaes, did from this place take my ſight awap, ſome⸗ 
times (if J bad no other matters to buſie my felf withal) cal 
ting my wapting Paydes and Gentlewomen together in 
my Chamber, J did my ſelfe tell (and to pleaſe my ſtraunge 2 
humour) wylled them alſo to recount diuers tales, p which +7 
the moꝛe they were elonged from the trueth (as foz y moſte 
parte ſuch kind of people are wont to tell) ſo much the moꝛe 
(me thought) they hadde greater fozce to dꝛiue away ſighes, 
and to make mee merry, who gaue diligent eare vnto them, 
ſo that ſometimes, notwithſtanding my melancholike fittes, 14 
Jlanghed a pace at them,And if perbappes ſuch fayned ieſts 6 


downe in divers fabulous Bookes, vet in ſerching out of o- company in 
thers miſteries by them, and applying theſe with mine, and wiſerye 
percetuing my ſelfe to haue copany in my ſoꝛowes, J paſſed doth make 


of theſe was molt gratious vnto me, to ſee the nights paſſed the lighter. 
away and ſpent, oꝛ els (my mynde buſied about other thin⸗ 

But after that the fozeſayde operations, and manye o⸗ 
ther deuiſes had occupyed'my ſences foꝛ a good whyle, A 


made mee wyth manie moꝛe arguments pro and con, to re⸗ = 

peate them againſt my ſetfe. 75 

And J wold many times haue entred into others, w thing Ng 
14. (alas) 4 


3 
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(alas) was not ſo eaſilpe graunted vnto mee, but yet ſome⸗ 
times by very fozce leauing them, and lying on that ſide, 


where ſometimes my Panphilus was wont to lye, which 
place reſerning pet (as it were) a (weete ſauour and ſent of 
his body, me thought my dzowzie ſences therwith reupued, 
and my minde greatly contented, 4 did call him ſoftly wyth 
my lelfe, and (as though he had heard me indeede,) J dydde 
ſweetely pꝛap him, that be would returne quickly againe. J 
Divers Did after imagine, that he was come again, and fapning ma- 
thoughts of ny kriuolous things with my ſelfe, by one r one mee thought 
louers. did fell them vnto him, and hee demaunding many of mee 
again, J did anſwere againe in his plate: and ſometimes it 
happened, that carrped away with ſuch foliſh thoughtes, J 
fell at laſt a leepe, which was ſometimes moze pleaſant and 
moze welcome to me then any watching waking, becauſe 
when J was awake, J did falſely ſuppoſe theſe imaginati- 

ons with my lelfe, | 8 
But this, it it bad endured but any (mall time, did make 
them appeare no otherwiſe to my fancies, then if they hadde 
beene true indeede, Sometimes mee thought bee was retur⸗ 
Dreams ned, and that in moſt fayze Gardens (free from all ſuſpicion 
:cpreſenr And feare) decked with greene leaves, ſwete flowers, and 
many times diuers kinds of pleaſant fruites, J ſpoꝛted and played wyth 
thoſe things him as other times we did accuſtome to do. And there J hol 
which are ding him by the hande, and hee mee, vnfolding his foztunes 
end nod and badde, and felling all his accidents vnto mee, mee 
thought that many times befoze hee had perfectly folde out 
his tale, with often kiſſing J didde interrupt him in his de- 
lightfull diſcourſes, And as if the ſame hadde beene true in- 
deede) which but with fained eyes J did contemplate) J ſaid. 
And is it true (werte Panphilus) that thou art returned a- 
gaine : Certes it is. oꝛ heere J hane thte. And then J kiſſed 


him againe. Mer thought that other times wyth great ſol / 
late was walking with him vp and downe the ſea banks. 
And ſometimes my imagination was ſo ſtrong herein,that Þ 

I did affy2me it with my ſelfe ſaying. Well now J do not 
dꝛeame, that J haue him betwene mine armes. O howe - | 
areued | 


* 
25 


wh. 
Ft 
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greeued me, when it came fo paſſe , that my pleaſaunt dzea- 


mes, and (weefe leepe were both ended, which(going away) 
did continually carte that away, with them, which without 
any trouble oꝛ greefe to him, J mult needes confeſſe did op- 


pꝛeſſe me. And although that J remained in great melancolp 


by remembꝛing of the, lining neuertheleſſe al the next day in 
god hope, J was ſomewhat content and eaſed , deſtring ſtill 
that night would quicklte dzawe on, becauſe J might in my 
flepe cniop that, which waking I could not attaine to. And 
although my fleepe did ſometimes yeelde mee ſuch n&dy fa⸗ 
uours, notwithſtanding it did not permitte mee fo receiue 
ſuch dꝛeames of pleaſare,mingled without much bifter and 
poyſoned galle of ſozrowe,becauſe many times (me thought) 
I ſawe him apparelled with ragged and fozlozne garments, 
beſmeared all ouer ( know not) with what foule and blacke 


ſpottes and very pale and fearefull, as though bee bad bene - 


= purſued of ſome cruell enemie , with ſhrikes and ontcryes 
= calling to me. Helpe me, Oh my Fiammetta, helpe me. Other 
tymes (me thought ) J bearde diuers talke, and mutter of 
his death. 

And ſometimes thele fantaſtes of hozroz perced ſo farre 
into my minde,that(me thought) J ſawe him lie dead befoze 
= me:andin many other vncouth and pittifull fozmes , ſo that 
tit neuer came to paſſe,that my ſleepe was of moze fozce , a 
greater then my greefe. Wherefoze ſodainely awaked,and 
knowing the vanitie of my dzeame, as one contented pet but 


bo haue dꝛeamed theſe terrours and terrible daungers, I tha 
ked the Goddes,remaining yet ſome what troubled in minde Things ſene 
= and fearing that the thinges, which J bad ſeene, if not in all, in dreames 
in parte at leaſt they had beene true, oꝛ elſe figures of true re ſome 


times true 
or elſe figu 


res of tt ue 


thinges fo come. Neither J was content at any time oꝛ per- 
ſwaded by the contrarietie of theſe (although J ſayd with my 
lelle, and heard of others that dꝛeames were but vaine ) vn⸗ 
till J did heare ſome ne wes of him, of the which J beganne 
now carefully and warely to enquier aſter. And in ſuch ſozte 
(las you haue heard fayze Ladyes) J paſſed away the tedious 
+ dayes and irkeſome nightes, attending one ill after other 
BB 1, in 


tbinges. 


I 


# 2 


Vaine 
thoughts 
of loouers, 


noꝛ any thought of ſtynging and ennious iealouſte, no2 bys 
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in their long courſe. But p trueth is that the time of hys pꝛo⸗ 
miled returne appꝛoching, J deemed it the beſt, and ſafeſt 
counſell to lyne merely in the meane time: by which mea- 
nes, my beautie(a little altered and decayed by reaſon of this 
long vnacquainted greefe)might returne againe into her pꝛo 
per plate, betauſe at his arriuall,J might not ſeeme illfauo⸗ 
red and not gratious in his ſight, and ſo might not (perhaps) 
pleaſe his deinty and tur ious eyes. 

Which was not harde foz mee fo doo, becauſe being ſince 
his departure, accuſfomed and well acquainted with ſoz- 
rowes, it made me endure and paſſe them away with verie 
little trouble oz no payne at all. And beſides this, the ne&re 
hope of his pꝛompſed returne made mee eucry day. fecle a lit- 
tle moze toye,and content of mynde. Wlherefoze J beganne 
fo frequent to feaſtes againe,not a little while befoze inter- 
mitted of mie, aſcribing the occaſion thereof to my obſcured 
and clowdte dayes , perteauing nowe the cleere and newe 
fimes fo be at hand, 


No2 noſoner dyd my mpnde(confracted earſt with moſt | 
bitter and pynching greekes) beginne fo dilate and enlarge it 
ſelfe in ſuch a pleaſaunt and iopfull life, but 3 became fayzer | 
then euer J was befo2e. And J frimmed vppe my co2acous | 


and rich veſfures,+ made my pzecious oꝛnaments fapꝛer, no 
other wiſe then a valiannt Knight at armes dooth cleare and 
make bꝛight his Compleate Marneſſe, challenged to ſome 
woztbye and famous combatte, becauſe J mypght ſeeme moze 
ſtatelie and bꝛauelie atty2ed with them at bys returne, the 
wbych (as after it fell out) in vayne J dyd attend. As then 
therefoze theſe actions were chaunged into an other ten- 


nour, ſo dyd my thoughtes alſo chaung they? coppie. 


It came neuer nowe into my minde, that J coulds 
not ſ& hym, when b& departed , no2 the remembꝛaunce of 
the ſozrowfull ſigne of hys ſmytten foote agapnſt the dwꝛe, 


ſuſteyned troubles, noꝛ my ſuffered toples, noꝛ his daungers, 
no2 my dollours did now moleſt my peace, but rather dayes 


next. 


i 
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: n nert befoze the ende of bys pꝛompſed returne J ſapd to my 


lpeake o his returne. 
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ſelfe. Nowe it doth greeue my Panphilus tobe long from „, 
mer, and perceiuing hys time neere accoꝛding to his pzomile, , , 


| doth make ſhoꝛt pꝛeparation and halt foz his ſpedy refurne. , , 
And now perhappes hauing left his olde father, he is on his „ 
5 waie. | | 37 


Oh howe pleaſaunf were theſe woꝛdes bnfo me, and how 
often dyd J molt ſweetly deſkant vpon this note, thinkinge 
many times with my ſelfe, with what kinde of moſt louing 
entertainement, gratious geſture, andſweete and kreendlie 
ſhewes, J might at the fy2if repꝛeſent my ſelfe vnto his per⸗ 
ſonne, and welcome him . Alas howe many times ſapde I 
to my lelfe. 1 EN 
At his returne be ſhall be moꝛe then a thouſand times im⸗ 
bꝛaced of me, and my zealous kifſes halbe multiplied in ſuch * ? 
ſtoꝛe, that thep ſhall not ſuffer dne right and perfect woꝛd to 
come out of his mouth, and J will make reſtitution of them 
a hundzed times redubled, which at bis departure (without EY 
receiuing on his parte any againe,)be gaue to my pale and 
balfe deade viſage. And in theſe kinde of thonghtes , J doub⸗ 
ted many times with my ſelfe, that J could not bꝛidle that 
burning and feraent deſpꝛe, that J ſhould then haue at the 
fir it ſight ol hym to embꝛace bym,if à did (perhappes) ſee him 
in open an publique companie. " 9 
But the vngentle Soddes (as yott ſhall hereaffer per⸗ 
teiue) found out a ſozrowfull meanes , which perſwaded no 
leare, doubte oꝛ miſtruſt ofthe due perſoꝛmaunce of any ſuch 
tirtumſtaunces, and ceremonies , denying me the chefelt 
thinge in deede , Remayning therefoze continually in 
my chamber , and as often as any body came info the ſame, 
ſo often dyd J belcene that they were come to bzing mee ty- 


dinges that hee was comming, 02 elſe to tell me that hee 


was alreadie arrined . J neuer heard any falks in any pub- 


þ lyque and pꝛyuate place, but with open and attentiue eares 


J noted it well, thinking that eyther they did oz elſe ſhonld 
K 2, And 
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And ſifting in my chamber 4 roſe ( Jthinke ) a thouſand 
times out of my place to runne to the windowe, as though J 


had bene buſied about ſomething elſe,x loking from thence 


a farre of, and beneath alſo at the dwze(d2tuen on by the ſug⸗ 
geſtion of a fooliſhe conceite,and fonde beleefe of his beeing 
neere) J ſapd. 

g 7 Is if poſſible Fiammetta that Panphilus being now refur 
ned doth come to ſe thee? And afterwardes finding my mind 
© illuded, confounded with my ſelle, J went to my place a- 
1 ſaping, that at his returne bee Chould bzing cer⸗ 
taine thinges to my hulhande, J did often times aſke , and 
cauſed many to enquier,if he was arrined,o2z when his freen 
des in theſe partes did loke foꝛ him. But receiuing no toyful 
aunſwer of mp diligent and carefull enquiries , but onely 
ſuch an one, as of him that ſhould neuer come any moze (as 
after wardes indede he did not) cauſed mee to line in a moſt 
ſo:rowfull and ſolitarie plight . Wherefoze wzapped(meſt 
pittifull Ladies) in theſe cares, as you haue heard, J came 
not onely to the greatly deſired and with infinite payne) ex- 
pected terme, but J paſſed it alſo many, dates after in great 


and greeuous woes. And vncertaine with my ſelfe whether 


J ſhould blame bim oz not, my hope beganne by little and lit 
tle to relent. 


Wherfo2e J partly left of my foꝛmer and pleaſant imagi- | 


nations, into the which(gining perhappes my mind to great 
a ſcope) q had entred ts farre. And new thoughtes nowe (the 
olde being gonne ) beganne to toſſe and turmoyle my ſoule a 


freche, and holding my minde (in divers doubtes and perplex 


| iftes)to know what was the occaſion of his tariaunte longer 
1 then he pꝛomiſed. J beganne to extogitate many things care- 
They fe ele fully with my ſelfe. And befoze many other doubts that were 
incredible þ 
palſi6s,who obtected to my minde,J found many thinges fo ready in hys 
after the Eercuſe,and many moze then he him ſelfe (if he had bene here) 
end of their could haue perhappes alleadged. Sometimes J ſapd. Oh Fi⸗ 
promiſed ammetta what reaſon doth make the thinke, that thy Pan- 


8 philus doth ſtap without returning fo the , but becauſe 


of heir be. he cannot: diuers ſodaine chaunces and vnexſpeced affayzes Þ 


„ooued. | doo 
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amorous Fiammetta. 39 
doo many times hinder fozward men in their determinati⸗ 
ons, and doo quite diſſolue their diſſeignmentes. N02 is it „ 
poſſible to pꝛeſtribe ſo pꝛetiſe a time to future thinges, as , 
many bnwiſely belteue. And who doth doubt alſo, that p2e- , , 
ſent,nere,auncient and dutifull pietie doth not binde mo2e, „ 
then that which is abſent, ſtraung, new, and but mere volen , 
trar ie: know it very certaine, that he loneth me moſt of al, „ 
and doth now thinke of my ſoꝛrowful life, and bath no ſmall , » 
compaſſion of my paines, 53 


And pꝛicked on by fozce of loue, is many times in hand and,, 


molt willing fo ſet fozwardes,and to come vnto me. But the, 
olde doterd (his iniurious father) with histeares (perhappes), 


and pꝛapers, hath ſomewhat moze pꝛolonged his appointed , , 
time, and oppoſing his commanndementes,to his fozwarde , , 


will, hath retapned him ſtill there. Wherefoze as ſone as fit , , 
opoztunitie is aunſwerable to his deſirous minde ) hee will,, 
come to me againe. But after theſe ſpeeches and freendly ex- „ 
cuſes , my thꝛonging thoughts did dzine me on farther to i⸗ , 
magine moze ſtraung, vnluckie, and moze grecuous occur- , , 
rauntes. Sometimes J ſapd. CY 
Who can tell, it he moze wilfall(then his due lone requi- , , 
red)fo ſee me againe, and to pꝛeciſe to come iuſt at the ende „, 
of his appointed moneth, laping a ſide the great pittie of hys „, 
aged father, and neglecting all other buſine s, hath embar- „, 
qued bim ſelfe in ſome lender veſſell, not attending p calmes , , 
of the tempeſtuous waues (and crediting to much deceitfull , , 
and lying Pariners, who foz their gaine are too aduentu- „, 
rous and deſperate of their owne lines, and to p2odigall of,, 
thoſe of their paſſengers,and hauing committed him ſelfe to 
the rage of the mercileſſe windes,and ſurging waues of the, 
daungerous Seas) is perhappes d2owned and periſhed i in, 
them. Unfoztunate Leander by no other occaſion , and la. 
mentable meanes then theſe, was: taken from hys happe- ?, 
leſſe Heroe , Againe who knoweth , if conſtrained by bys , 
froward fates, and foꝛtune, he is thzowen vpon ſome vnha-, 
bitable and deſert rocke, and eſcaping daunger and death by, 
water, in 2 of that, hath gotten a wozſe by famine oz , 
B 3, rauening 


dud thee? 


. e rauening foules, oz elſe lefte vppon any rocke byifozgetful- | 
. „ neffe( as Achimenedes was) dothin vapne attend that ſome 


. cc ſhold come, oꝛ by chaunce touch by, to fetch him from thence, 6 
4 Foz who is ignoꝛaunt how full of deceytes the lawleſſe ſeas # 
© © are? bj 
cc . 


Foz it may be alſo that he is taken by enemies, oꝛ with gi- | 
© ues by wicked d pꝛattes bound faſt and kept in pꝛiſon. All 
c which perrilles as they are tommon, ſo do we daily ſer them 
cc come to palle , But on the other, ſide afterwardes it 
cc came to my minde, that bis iournep was moze ſafe by land, 
c © pet à did imagine likewyſe of a thouſand ſiniſtrous chaun- 
cc ches that might hinder and ſkay him aſwell that way. Uher 
foze iudging that he might ( when ſuch inopinate and vnluc⸗ 
kie hazardes of foztune came ſodainelp, and ſoneſt obiected 
to my minde (finde the moꝛe tuft and better excuſe, as he did 
alleadge the greater and wozſer daungers) ſome times 1 
d effect laͤdd. 

3 Beholde the Sunne whotfer then it was wont fo be, doth 
in the diſſolue the huge hilles of Dnowe congealed in the middle 
tpring one * region of the Ay2e, whereupon with furious and flowinge Þ* 
© [treame they came pow2ing downe into the plaines,of the 
which he hath not a fewe to paſſe ouer. Wherefoze ik nowe 
 þ with moze audatious raſhneſle the aduiſed reaſon, he hath ad 
uentured to paſſe ouer them, & with his hoꝛſe is fallen into 
1 , any of them,and ſtifled there amongſt them, hath miſerablie 
| loſt his lyfe, why, how can be then come. Flodes haue not 
learned ok late, nepther is it a ſtraunge thing to them, with 
- theſe iniuries to moleſt trauaplers, and cruellie to ſwallows 
10 0 vnawares, thoſe that paſſe ouer them. But if he hath hap F 
© pily eſcaped theſe vnhappy daungers, be may be perchaunte 
fallen into the handes of ſome pittileſſe theeues, and (deſpoy⸗ 
led ol all that he hath,)is perfozce kept, and without hope of 
* redemption ſtayed of them. £ 
Oꝛ elſe paraduenture may be onerfaken by ſome mala- ; 

die in the way, where now he abydeth foz þ recouerie of hys 
heath aſter he is wellagayne,will withont fayle come 
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ipofully fo bs. Whyletheſe carefall imaginatyons octupped 
thus my perplexed minde, a Iyttle colde ſweate did ouer⸗ 
runne all mp bodie, and J was ſo greatly afrayde of the e⸗ 
uent of theſe vncertaine dangers, and ſo ſtrongly perſwaded 
of theyꝛ trueth, that J turned my bꝛeake bꝛapne thoughts, 

into pittifull pꝛapers to the deuine powers, that they would 

take the ſame from mee, appꝛebending them ſo foꝛciblie in © 
my mynde,and no moze noꝛ leſſe, then if befoze mine eyes, 1 


J had ſeene his imminent daunger, and inſtannt death. And 

ſometimes J remember that with fyꝛme beleefe J beway- 

led hys woefullende,as if J hadde ſeene any of theſe intellec- 

= tuall aduerſpties indeede, 

But after wardes J ſayd to my lelfe. Alas what ſtraunge , 

cauſes are theſe which my mi able thoughtes caſt befoze | BW 

my eyes. The Goddes fozbydde that any ſuch may befall. , 

” Lefhim Cay till, and as long as pleaſeth hym, and let * 4 

= bymrather(then fo content mee, oz to offer hym ſelfe to any 2 

daungerous ieopardie, whych may chaunce indede , though ge 

nawe they doo but delude my troubled wyttes) not returne, ay A 

no ſce mex at all. Yes 

$ All which perilles (though they are indede poſſible) ret, fi 

are they impoſſible to bee kept cloſe , being molt lpke that \* 49 

the vatimely and violente death of fo noble and famous 

a pounge Gentleman as he is, cannot longe ber broden, 

and toncealed eſpeciallie from me, of whoſe eſtate and wel⸗ 

dare J doo carefully cauſe , and with kerrete and ſubtyle 7? 

5 2 doo continually pzocure dillygent enquirie fo | 

= be made 

And who doth doubte mozconer if that any of theſe taps ** x 

© poſed perrilles were true, but that flying Fame, the ſwift zn. 

repoꝛter of ill newes would baue long lince bꝛought the ma Hers — 

ner ok hys death hether? ter ofill 

By mennes ol whych foꝛtune ( but my leaſt freende in thioges, . 
- | thys ) would haue giuen me an open waie, to haue made »» 1 
s þ mee the moſt ſadde and moſt ſoꝛrowfull woman, that » » Ie! 
might be. 2” „ 
2 B 4. Whercs >: 1 


The third booke of 


„ Wherefoze Jrather beleeue, that be remaineth in as great 
4 greefe, as J am in, it that bis moſf willinge returne is 
 fozbidden onely by the heaup commaundementes of his fa 
tber, and tberefoze he will come quickly oz elſe excuſing hys 
* ſaying ſo long, will foz my great comfozt wꝛite tome the oc- 
* caſion thereof, 

@ruely(the fozeſayd thoughts) although they did fiercely 
alſault mee, yet were they eaſily enough overcome , and 
the hope, which by the terme determined was enfo2ced fo flie 
from me, with all my power J did retaine,laying downe be⸗ 
foze it the long and feruent loue, which be bare vnto me, and 
J to him, his pawned fayth, the adiured and ſacred Goddes, 
and his infinite teares, in which thinges J did affirme , and 
thinke it impollible, that any decei te 02 guile might be hid⸗ 
den. But pet J could not ſo rule my ſozrowfull minde, but 
that this hope, thus foꝛcibly kept, muſt needes giue place to 
many vagrant and vaine thoughtes, that were pet left be- 
hinde, which dziuing hereby little and little out of my woe⸗ 
full bzeff, did wozke amapne to returne to the vz fozmer pla 
tes, reduting eftſoones to my minde diners pꝛodigious ſig⸗ 
nes and tokens, and many other vnfoztunate accidents. And 


J did ſcarcely perceiue, p peaceable hope being almoſt quite 5 
expelled out of my heart, but J did immediately fele they! ? 


mighty and new foꝛtes planted in her plate. But amongſt all 
other murdering thoughtes, that div moſt of all maſſacre my 
greenous ſoule(hearing nothing at all in pzoceſſe of manie F 
dayes,of my Panphilus bis returne) was ſharpe and ſfinging 
tealouſte, Ab this ſpitefally galled and wounded my bzealt 
moze,then J was able to endure . This did diſſanull all ex- F 
cnſes,which J bad made fo2 him) as knowing and conſen 
ting to the occaſion of his abſent deedes , This did often 


times induce me to thoſe ſpeeches condemned of me befoze, | 


ſaying. 


4 Alas how art thou ſo folithe to belcene, that eyther the loue ; 
« c of his father, vꝛgent affay2es,o2 delightfull pleaſures, maie 
« « now keepe Panphilus from comming hetyer , if he did love Þ 


Dat | 


cc thee ſo as once he layd ye dyd. 
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be (abandontng thy lone) may affectionate ſome other. 40 20 N 
| newe things are euer wont to pleaſe a great deale moze the alwaies 
| , thoſe which are daily ſene.And euery one dooth with grea- anos: 

; ter affection deſire,that which hee hath not, then that which 3 

| be hath already in his owne poſſeſtion, 7 5 


amorous Fiammetta_. 4.1 


Doſt not thou know that Lone doth overcome all thynges, Louc co: 
foz he bath (feruently (perhaps) enamonred of ſome other oe cane 
Gentlewoman) quite foꝛgotten ther, whoſe pleaſures being 
as foꝛcible as new, do hide and hold him there, as ſomtimes 1 
thine did keepe him here. © _ 
Thoſe foꝛeſaid Ladies paſſing gracious in enery thing 1 N 
they do, and (as y ſaydſf)in euery poynt moſte apt to loue, 


and with bꝛaue allurements endeuouring fo bee beloued as ? ? Zh 1 a 
gaine (bee himſelfe beeing likewiſe by the delicate pureneſſe He 
of his cleere complexion, naturally inclined to ſuch paſſions, ?* REST RY 
and foꝛ many rare and commendable qualities in him moſt ? ? „ 
wozthy to be beloued) applping their whole ſfudyes fo hys ? ? 18 


ſeruice,they2 papnes to his pleaſures, and hee his deſires to ? ? 
their denotions,hane made him become a new Innamorato, ? ? 
Art thou ſo aſſotted with the fame and glozy of thine owne ? ? 5 
beautp, that thou dooſt not belceue that other Momen haue 7 
ſhyning eyes in they? heads, fapꝛnes in they; faces, and that; "7. 
they are not as full of courtly behautour & good graces, and 

all things els, that may commaunde yong mens mindes, as VF 
well as thou art? And doſt thou thinke that they are not ſo ? N 
ſkilfull (who are (alas) a greate deale moze then euer thn 1 
werte) in theſe amoꝛous attempts as thou art? Why tbon 

art deceined, And if this be thy beleefe it is falſe. And dooſte 
not likewiſe bel&ene that he on the otherſide can pleaſe moze * ? 
then one Woman 2 But pet 3 thinke,that if hee conlde but 
ſe thee, it would bee a harde thing fo2 him fo loue any other. 
But ſince de cannot ſee thee,no2 hath not ſeene thee theſe ma⸗ * F 
ny monethes, how canſt y deeme other wiſe then ſo? Thou 
muſt needes knowe, that no wozldly accident is permanent 
and eternall, fo2 as he was enamozed of thee, 4 as thou didſt 73 
pleaſe him, ſo is it poſſible that another may like him, and 


ew thin os 


Againe, there is nothing, be it neuer ſo delichtfnl, which » 5 
I, * vp 


The third booke of 


« © by long kime.entoping + vſing the ſame, doth not ware vꝛke⸗ 


cc ſome at laſt, and of leſſe (i of none) account at all. N ho wyll 


cc not mo2eouer ſoner, and mo2c willingly loue a faire 4 new 
cc Ladie at his owne houſe, then one whom he hath long ſince 
c ſerued in a fozraine Countrep, and vnknown place: He did 
c © not alſo joue the(perbappes) with ſo feruent and zealous afe 
cc fettion, as he made thee belceue. And neyther his teares,noz 
cc any of his paſſions were to bee helde ſo deere, and ſo ſure a 
cc pledge of ſuch great loue, as he did ſtill affy2me, and as thou 
cc didſt thinke that he did beare ther. Many men alſo depart⸗ 
e ing from their beloued, are toꝛmented with anguiſh, t greefe 
c of mind, with bitter waplings, taking their wofull congies, 
« « ſwearing derpelp, and pꝛomiſing many things pꝛofoundlie, 
« © which with a god and firme intent (perhaps they meane to 
c perfoʒme, but ſoine ſuddaine and newe chaunce controling 
c © the ſame, is an occaſion to make them foꝛget al their fozmer 
c oathes and pꝛoteſtations. 

C4 FTheteares,oathes and pzomiſes of pong Pen, are not 


c c nowe, and of late become arres and pledges of enſuing de- 


cc teits fo2 ſimple and credulous Women. They are generals 
c ly moze ſkilfull and moze apt to know all theſe things, then 
ec in knowing how to lone, ſach is their bagabond willes, lea 
c ding the to theſe inconueniences, And there is not ante of the 


cc who would not ſoner change fenne Momen euerp month, 


« « then to adhere and keepe himſelfe tenne monethes onely to 
« « one. Theſe continually bele&ne to finde ont ſome newe cu⸗ 
s « ſfomes,fo2mes and deuiſes, and do greatly gloꝛp to haue had 
« « the loue (ab the ſpople) of many Momen. hat dooſt thou 
« c therefozehope foz 2 Wherefoze doſt thou ſuffer, thy ſelfe to 
ce bee abuſed with vaine a falſe beleefe And pet (Fiammetta) 
c though thou knowft not the meanes, 4 art not able to with- 
tc dzaw him from this, yet continue thou ſtill in louing him: 


cc and ſhewe,thaf with that arte, that hee hath betrayed thee, 


« c thou haſt not deceiued him. 

And manie other woꝛds followed tele, which did kindle 
me with fierce & burning anger, and which did with a moſte 
timazous heate ſo enflame my mindes that it bzought mee - 

mo 


. 
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molt to vnbeſerming furious and franticke actions. No2 the 


tonfected rage did firſt paſſe a wap, befoze the infinite teares 


(burſting it a ſunder) did moſt aboadatly iſſue out ofmy wa 
try cyes, which were accompanied alſo (tbe ſame nenerthe- 
leſſe remapning ſomtimes with me a god while) with great 
and greeaous ſighes, that came ſmoaking out of my ſmothe⸗ 


red hart, (which to comfoꝛte and chere vp my lelfe agayne) 


tondemning that, which my pꝛeſaging minde did fozetcll me 
of, by maine foꝛte as it were, the well nighe loſte and fugi⸗ 
tiue hope. with molt vaine reaſons did returne againe. And 
in this ſoꝛt recouering almoſt againe all the iop, that whi⸗ 
lome had left mee, J lined many dayes betwene hope and 
diſpaire, beeing alwates carefull,and beyond all meaſure de⸗ 


not, 


La. { Ihe 


ſirous to knowe exactlic what was become of him that came 
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© The fourth booke of Mai- 
ſter John Boccace hys 
Hiammetta. 


P Y teares(pittiful La- 
. & & 4 || dies)bane beene but light hether- 
'F „5 % to, and my ſiabes pleaſant in re⸗ 

AY . ſpect of thoſe, which my ſoꝛowfull 
tongue (not ſo pꝛeſt to wꝛite the, 
as my hart ſo pꝛone to feele them) 
4 doth now p2epare to ſette downe 
8 befoꝛe you. And truly if 5 paines 
— which J haue paſſed hetherto, are 

well conſidered, they map be rather termed dalliaunces of a 
vong and wanton gentlewoman, then woes of a tozmented 
Louer. Arme pour minds therefo2e wyth firmenes, and pa⸗ 
tience, and let not my pꝛomiſes ſo make you afraid, that (the 
thinges which are paſte, ſeeming greeuous bnfo you) pou 
would not be deſtrous to heare the ſequelles, which are full 
of moꝛe ſoꝛrow, and greater areefe. And J care not (gentle 
Ladyes) to comfo2t you ante whitt in theſe ſad repoztes, be⸗ 
cauſe you might take the moꝛe pittte of mee, and the moze, 
by howe much knowing his malice the greater, by whoſe 
imppetie all theſe ſoꝛrowes did fall vppon me, you might be 
moꝛe warpe, and leſſe wylfull in committing your fond dil⸗ 
poſitions to pong Mens fleeting diſcretions, and in putting 
your truſty hope into their trothles hands. And ſo in talking 
with you, J ſhall (perhappes) oblige my ſelfe vnto you, and 
in 


amorous Fiammettav. 43 


in counſelling you make my ſelfe vnbound, o2 els admoni⸗ 
thing you by theſe perplexed accidents (allotted and befallen 
to me) J ſhall helpe, if not heale your amo2ous maladies, J 
ſaie therefoꝛe (god Ladies) that with ſuch divers imagina⸗ 
tions (which you haue a little befoꝛe compꝛiſed by my dyl- 
courſe) J was continually moleſted, when after moze then 
a month paſt of his pꝛomiſed return, J heard cerfain newes 
on a day of mp beloued yong Gentleman : and thus it was, 
That going with a denoute mind on a dap fo viſit the ſacred 


and religious places, and to offer vp to the Codds ſome oꝛy⸗ 


ſons fo2 the releaſe of my harde miſhappes, that, reſtoꝛing 
Panphilus to me again, oꝛ els dꝛiuing him vtterly ont of my 
minde, J might recouer my baniſhed comfozte. It came to 
paſſe, that beeing in companie with manie wiſe and diſcrete 
Ladies, (ſome neerelp allyed to me by blod and affinity, and 
others coniopned to me by auncient familiaritie) ſette vpon 


pleaſant diſcourſes, and in merry vaines, there arriued by 


chaunce a Merchant, who, no otherwiſe then Vlifles  Dio- 


medes did to Deidamia, beganne to ſhewe foo2th his gems. 


and pꝛecious Jewels, and ſuch eſpecially as he thought moſt 
fine, and fitting beſt the daintie mindes of ſuch yong and cu⸗ 

rious Gentlewomen. 0 
Who alſo (as J gathered by his ſpeech, and he beeing alſo 
demaunded of one of the companie,)ſaith that he was an in- 
habiter of that Cittie, where my Panphilus was bozne,and 
dwelled. But after hauing ſhown manie of his knacks, and 
ſome of them bought of the Gentlewomen , others p2iſed 
and giuen him againe,they enfred into pleaſant and merrie 
talke amongſt themſelues,and whilſt be did loke fo2 his mo 
nep,one of them, who was of a pong and floziſhing age, of a 
molt beautifull tountenance, and of noble blod, commended 
of manie fo2 her rare qualities, and of moſte fo2 her courtlie 
and nice behauiour, and the very ſelfe ſame Gentlewoman, 
who had aſked him befoze, what hee was, and from whence 
ve came,demaunded of him againe, if hee had euer knowne 
one Signor Panphilo his countriman. Dh bowe much with 
theſe and many ofher demaunds, did the pleaſe my humozs, 
L 3, and 
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and fulfill my like deſires. J was inſoth greatlie gladde that 
233 they fell into ſuch talke, and did moſt willingly lift vppe my 

IC eares to heare the arguing of them bothe, but eſpeciallpe to 

Ph know the effect of his aunſwers, who without delay ſaid. 

And who is he that doth know bim better then J do? To 
whom lhe ſaid again, ſfriuing (as it were) and impoztunat⸗ 
ly fozcing her ſelfe,to knowe what was become of him. And 
where he is nowe 2 Oh (ſaide the Perchaunt) it is a whyle 
ſince his Father (hauing no moze Childzen but him) called 
bim home vnto him: whom the pong Gentlewoman yet als 
king againe. Bow long ts it ſince thou kneweſt any certaine 
newes of him? iTruely (ſaid hee) neuer ſince J came from 
thence, which is not pet (J thinke) full fiftene dates. Dhee 
continued ſtill enquiring and ſaid. And how dooth he nowe? 

c Ulery well ſaid he (it ſemes) foꝛ the verye ſame day that J 
cc came from thence, J ſawe a moſt fay2e vong Gentlewoman 
c with great ſolemnitie, feaſt, and toy, enter into his boule, 

“which (as J partly vnderſtode) was newly married vnto 
„c him, 

Whilſt the Merchant was ſpeaking theſe nipping wozds, 
although J gaue a dolefull care vnto them, pet J ſtared the 
inquiſittue pong Gentlewoman ſtedfaſtlp in the face, mar- 
naypling with my ſelfe, and imagining areatly in my minde, 
what the occaſtõ might be,that ſhould moue her to examine 
ſuch ſtraight perticulers and interrogatozies of his eſtate. 

Nlhome J woulde befoꝛe this time haue belcued, that no o⸗ 
ther woman but my ſelfe, had ſcarce knowne. Foz J percet- 
ned, as ſone as the ſozrowfull woꝛdes (that Panphilus was 
maried) came to her eares, that caſting her eyes down, there 
appeared in her cheekes a red, and hote coloure, and that her 
pꝛompt and ready woꝛdes dyed p2eſently in ber mouth, and 
by as much as J coulde percetue, with the greateſt paine in 
the wozld the ſtaped her teares, (aſcended already vppe into 
her eyes) from trickling dolone her chekes. But J (eſpeci⸗ 
ally deſiring the lame) oppꝛeſſed with ſurſaults df vnſpeak- 
able greefe,and ſuddatnly after aſſailed with an other as foz | 
tible and 20 great (ieloſie I meane) ſcarcely ſaid my w F 
wi 
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with moſte vile and ſcolding tearmes, frõ repzebending her 
altered tountenaunce, and diſturbed ſences,as one greened 
at the very hart, that ſhe ſhoulo ſhowe towardes Panphilus 
ſach manifeſt tokens of Loue, greatip fearing thereby, that 
ſhe ſhad (perbaps) (as well as J) ſome iuſte occaſion to bee 
diſcontented with the repoꝛt of theſe bitter newes. But pet 
J moderated my ſelfe, and with great paine and fretting an⸗ 
cuiſh of mind(the like J think was neuer heard of,) J bꝛid⸗ 
led and kept ſtill my troubled and irefull harte, vader a mos 
deſt and vnchaunged countenaunce, though moze deſirous to 
complaine 4 bewaile, then to harken any further after ſuch 
heanie newes, oꝛ to ſee ſuch apparant and wounding ſignes 
of coꝛriuallitie. | 

But the yong Gentle woman, verhaps with that ſame 
fo2ced courage and ſkrength , fo2ctbly retapning her greefe 
within her like my ſelfe, and paſſed it away, as thoughe it 
| hadnot been ſhe&,who was befoze ſo much troubled in mind wn 
and in face, and ſhewing a ſemblaunce that ſhe belened hys 1 
won ds, the moze ſhe aſked, the moze ſhe founde his anſwers IT 
* contrary to her deſires, and alas moſt repugnaunt to myne. 8 
Wherenpon,leauing the Merchant, of whom ſo inſtautlye 83-9 15 


ſhe had demaunded newes,and diſguiſing her ſadnes with a BEN. 
vyſardof fayned my2th, we ſtayed longer together, (then 4 PS] 
woulde) talking dinerfly of this + that. But after our talke $22: 65, 
began to grow to an ende,encry one went away, and J mp * W 


ſelfe with a ſoule fraught full of anger and angnilh, fretting F 
within my ſelfe, no otherwiſe then p. enraged Lyon of Libia 


after be hath diſcouered the Hunter and his toples, my face FRE 
burning ſometimes by the way as redde as fire, and ſome- ut 
times wering ſuddainly pale againe, ſomtimes with a low k # Fs 
pate, and ſometimes againe with a haſtie gate, and bꝛoade Ms EW 


ſteps, moꝛe then womanly modeſtie did require, ſozrowful- 

ly returned fo my ſozrowfuil lodging. Where, after that it 

was lawfuil foz me being all alone, to dm what J woulde, 

and entred nowe into my Chamber, J began moſte bitterly p.gjons oc 1. 

ta lament. And when a god while together my infinite iclofitc. e 

teares had waſhed away a good part of my grefe,my ſpeech . 
14. beeing K* 


Blaſphemes 
of thoſe 
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being come to me moze franckly then befoze , with a faynt 

and feeble vsice A began fo tament,ſaying. 
«cc Nowedoſt thou know the occaſton, ſo greatly deſired ol 
<< thee, of his vniuſt ſkay 2 Nowe dooſt thou knowe (miſerable 
cc Fiammetta) why thy Panphilus doth not returne to thee as 
c gaine? Nowe halt thou founde out that, which ſo ſeriouſlpe 
ac thou didſt ſerche out? What doſt thou then deſire to ſeeke 
« more, miſerable w2etch as thou art? what doſt tho demand 
<« mo2e? Let thys ſuffice the. Panphilus is no moꝛe thine, 
C Caſtaway nowe thy flatfering hope foz euer ſeeing hym a⸗ 
<< gaine, and thy deſires to haue him euer any moꝛe. Abandon 
<< thy botleſſe teares, lap downe thy feruent loue, and leaue of 
c all foliſh and vaine thoughts, Bel ue from hencefo2th di⸗ 
c uine pꝛeſages, and credite bereafter thine owne dinining 
g minde. And nowe beginne to knowe (though to late) the 


4 periuries and deceits of pong men. 


0 Thou art come iuſt to that miſerable point, whereto a⸗ 
« « ther ſillie women (truſting too much like thy ſelfe) haue al⸗ 
g readie arriued. And with theſe wozdes J rekindled my in⸗ 
cenſed rage, and reinfoꝛced my greeuous lamentations. And 
afferwards with moſt fierce woꝛds JF began to ſpeake thus, 

Oh pe Gods, where are pou now? where do pour iuſte 
eyes nowe behold:? where is nowe peur due anger? where⸗ 


that be ie foze doth it not fal vppon the contemner and ſcoꝛner of your 


lious. 


myght 2D mightie Iupiter whoſe diuine Godhcadde canne 
* © bzooke no wicked periuries, and pet is by an execrable impe 
foꝛſwoꝛne, what do thy thunder bolts, and where dweſt thou 
"© nowe beſtowe them 2 who hath moſt iuſtly nowe deſerued 
* © them 2? Wherefoze are fhep not caſt vppon that moſt irreli⸗ 
©<© gtons and perfidus man, fo terrifie others by his perpetu⸗ 
* © all fal, not to foz\wecare thy holy name. Oh illuminate ehz- 
* © bus, where are nowe thy Dartes, with mo2tall ſteeles, of 
which fierce Python (in reſpect of him, who ſo falſipe called 
<* thee to witnes of his deteſted trecherie and deepe deteits) did 
ſo yll deſerue fo be pꝛicked. Depꝛiue him of the comfoztable 
light of tby ſhyning beames, and beceme his purſaing ene⸗ 
* © mie,no otherwiſe then thou ſhewedſt thy ſelfe to myſerable 

Oedipus. 
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Oedipus, O ye other Goddes and Goddeſſes whatſoeuer:and , 
thou mighty lone, whoſe celeſtial power this falſe louer hath , , 
mocked, why do yon not ſhew pour fo2ce,and power the con „ 
digne wꝛath vpon his guiltie head? Why do per not turne „ 
beauen and earth, and all the cruell fates and the infernall , , 
ſiſters againſt this newe bzidegroome, that in the wozld foz , , 
a notable example of a deteſtable deceiuer, and loꝛ a wicked „ 
violatour of your righteous lawes, 4 deſpiſer of your might, , , 
he may not ſuruiue any — to laughe and flowte you to,, 
ſcoꝛzne: 5 

Manp lelle faultes then this haue pꝛocured pour heauie,, 
indignatid not to lo tuff a revenge as this:UWherfoze then do , 
pou delap it: pou are not ſcarce able fo be ſo cruell fowardes , , 
him, that he might fo2 his heinous offence be duely puniſhed „, 
Alas pwze wzetche, wherefoze is it not poſſible , that your „„ 
ſelues intured alſo,ſhould not fœle the cffectes of his fraudu- , , 
lent dealinges,as well as J, ſo that the irefull heate of his, 
deſeraed punition, ſhould be as well kindled in your reuen⸗ , 
ging bꝛeſtes. as in my iniured hart. Dh Goddes thꝛowe all , 
thole daungers downe, oꝛ elſe turne ſome of thoſe leaſt * 
gues vpon his hateful heade, of the which J did cf late doubt, , 
Kill him with any cruell kinde of death, that pleaſeth vou 3.4 
beſt, becauſe J might in one hower feele my totall and finall , , 
greefe,that J ſhould euer after haue ſuſtained foz him, and „ 
lo reuenge pour ſelues and me at once. 

Da not partially conſent, that J alone ſhould bewaile the ; 13 
greefe of his vile offences, and that he, hauing mocked bothe „ 
you and me, ſhold merely reiopce and deſpoꝛt him ſelfe with , , 
his new ſpouſe. But incenſed alter wardes with leſle anger, , 
and pet pꝛouoked with moꝛe fierce and ſharpe complaintes, , , 
comming to Panphilus, J remember that J beganne thus fo , , 
(aye, 

{ @DPanphilus nowe J knowe the cauſe of thy ſtapinge there. ;, * 
Nov are thy deceites moſt manifeſt vnto me. Now do J ſee , 
what kinde ol loue doth holde thee backe, and what pittie, 


doth keepe the there. Thou dofſt now celebꝛate the vnhallo- ,, 


wed Himens, and eſpouſall rigbtes (nay wzonges, )andJ,, 
Pi. (pooꝛe 
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« © pooꝛe ſoule , enchaunted with the pittifull charmes of thy 
c faire tongue, and with thy Crocadile tears decetucd)do now 
«© conſume and waſt my ſeife away with mourning and lamen 
«© ting, making with my floddes of teares, an open way to my 
« « ſpeedy death, which with ignominions titles of thy crueltie 
c and homicide ſhall quickly enſue, 

6 And theſe pleaſaunt yeres, which J deſired ſo much to pꝛo⸗ 
long ſhall be now cut of by thy vniuſt occaſion . Dh wicked 
«© man and worker of mp woes, tell mee nowe with what 
« © hart thou haſt enferfained thy new ſponſe,with intent to be 
« gupyle her, as thou haſt done to mee? Mith what eies dideſt 
thou beholde her? Nit h thoſe eyes that thou dideſt entrappe 


c me moſt miſerable and credulous woman ?* ) What fayth | 


« « dideſt thou pꝛomiſe her, that which thou dideſt ſo ſolemnelie 3 


The ching ſweare to mer to kœpe vncozrupted: why,howe couldeſt thou 

that is once de it. Doſt thou not remember that the thing, which is once © 
bound for bound, cannot be boũd any moze then once: what Gods dideſt 

ever cia be thou adiure: Ah, what periured Goddes? Alas miſerable wo- 


bound no 
Mort. 


man, à know not what Sirene flights, and Cercian pleaſures 
« « hane ſo bewitched ther, that (in knowing thyſelfe to be mine) 
c thou ſhouldeſt tranfozme thy ſelfe into ſo wicked a minde, 
c and ſincke info the deceitfull gulfe of thy pleaſing fantaſies. 
« « Foz what faulfe(alas!did J deſerue to be ſo ſmallie regarded 
ce of the2Uhether is the great loone betweene vs ſo ſodainely 
cc flowen away, 

4 Alas what wicked foztune doth ſo miſerably cozrefe and 
« « oppꝛeſſe dolefull creatures? Thou haſt nowe committed thy 


ec pꝛomiſed fidelitie tothe windes, and thy fayth alſo of thy 


e right hand giuen me to the ſame, d periured Gods, by whole 
c ſacred Godheades, with great deſire oꝛ ſhewe thereof, thou 
4 dideſt ſweare to returne, and thy flattering woꝛdes, where- 
e With thou wert very well ſtozed, and thy fained and fo2ced 


ac feares,w which thou didſt not only bath thy cheekes, but alſo 


« c mine, all theſe (J ſay)lightly and rude ly heaped one bpcn an 
cc other, thou haſt raſhly committed to the careleſſe windes. 
c And nob ſcoꝛnefullꝑ deriding me, thou lyueſt merrily with 
4 thy ncwe miſtreſſe. \ 
fd Alas 
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Alas who would haue euer beeleued,that ſuch vile and bif-, , 
fer gall, had beene hidden in thy hunnied and flattering ſpe, , 
ches, and ſuch accurſed diſlopaltie in thy vnſuſpected dcalin- , , 
nes:02 would haue euer imagined,that thy teares had bene, , 
with ſuch deceiteful arte ſent fozth, Certes not J. But rather _ need- 
as thou dideſt ſ&me faythfully to ſpeake them, and no Icfſe full 


to be Wet 
truſting lo- 
ue rs words. 


ſincerelie to lament, ſo J did with allured integrity giue cre- 
dite to thy woꝛdes and tearcs, 
And if peraduenture thou wilt affirme the contrarie, and,, 
ſap, that thy teares were true, thy othes ſimply — 
thy faith giuen with a pure and vpꝛight hart, let it be graun- , 


ted: But what ſeemely excuſe wilt thou alleadge,fo2 not per- , , 


fozming them ſo entirely,as thou didft pzomiſe . Milt thou , , 
ſaie that the entiſing beantie of thy new Ladie is the occaſts | 
on thereof. WWhy,this wil be but a weake reaſon, and a mani 


feſt note of thy inconſtant minde. Andſhall this be beſides a . p 


ſufficient ſatiſfaction foꝛ my loſſe: Alas no. The ſinne is not, 
pardoned vnleſſe the thing. which is taken away,be reſtozed 
againe. O molt wicked man was not the feruent love, which, 


A bare ther ſufficiently knowen vnto thee , and yct(woe is, 
me therefoꝛe) do fill beare thee againſt my will ? Alas ves. . 
Thou didſt not therefoze neede ſo great ſkill, and ſuch ſubtile, 
wit to deceiue me, Fo 
© But becauſe thou wouldeſt ſhewe thy ſelfe cunning in the | = 
higheſt degree, thou dideſt therefoze vſe all poſſible arte, and | 


malice in thy filed ſpeeches . But boaſt not(Panphilus) of 


thy bꝛaue victozie, x godlie conqueſt, that thou haſt got, in de⸗ ; x 
teiuing a ſimple and young woman, and her eſpecially who x 


did put ſo great truſt in thee, Py ſimplicitie did merite grea- 
ter ſincereneſſe,then thine was. But what: J bele&ned the, 
A on Goddes no lefſe inuoked by the then the owne * 
elke. 
The which with bended knees, and bowed heart, J pray, 
that they would make this thy greateſt part of thy HL 
fame, to haue deceiued a young Oentlewoman , who loned 
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Itisa great Ab Panphily s tell me nowe did Jever wozke any tbing a. 
ame to gainſt thy mind, oꝛ was 7 at any time ſo oppugnãt to the fee- 
„neee 4 ding of thy humoꝛs, wherby J deſerued fo lily to be affröted, 
man that And ſo inturionfly to be betraped: 4 neuer committed in ſoth 
jooueth Any other faulte, againſt thee (if this be a fault) but when J 
truely. did do foliſhlye enamour my ſelfe of thee , and did beare the 
* © (moze then was due ) ſo great fayth and exteame lene , But 
c © this offence did not deſerue ſuch accurſed pennaunce in thy 
© © cruel conceite. Jn one thing onely(J know) 3 baue fo much 
« © fapled fo2 dwing of which, J haue iuſtly deſerued p anger of 
c © the Goddes:and this was, to receine thee (wicked man and 
vile monſter) into my chaſt and then videfiled bedde,and in 
e ſuffering thy naked ſide to lye ſo nere ko mine. Admit that 
c© J was not (as they themſelues did well percetue and ſap)buf 
<< thou eſpecially wert culpable of this crime, who with thy 
« © bolde ſubtiltie and cunning pꝛactpſes, ſurpꝛiſing me alone, 
cc and faſt a fleepe in the darke and ſilent night (as one, who at 
other times was accuſtomed to decetue me) firſt taking mee 
c © ſoftlie in thy armes, my deare honour and vnſtayned ho⸗ 
c neſty being almoſt violated, befoze J was tho2owlic awa⸗ 
« © ked, what could J doo then (alas) when A perteiued this. 
Should J haue crped out, and with my botlefſe clamours, 
c haue blotted my vndoubted vertue with perpefuall infamy, 
and foz the Panphilus whome J euer looued moze then my 
c ſelfe, pꝛocured a certaine and ſodaine death. 
£c Jftrined apate (the Goddes knowe) and with my feminine 
4 fozces(as much as J could) reſiſted thy eger will, which (not 
cable to controule) being ouercome , and my ſelfe wearied, 
cc thou didſt eniop thy ar&die pꝛaie. 
cc O that, that blacke day , which did in courſe bꝛing on 
c « this damned and wicked night, had bene my laſt to haue en⸗ 
ce ded in the ſame my verfuous and bnſpotted lyfe, with an ho⸗ 
How deere neſt and patient death Dh how many bitter greefs and what 
ly —_— griping coꝛſiues wyll aſſaple me from hence foꝛth:and thou 
m_— © with thy Wedded wife, wilt ( foz thy owne paſtime and 
meine to delyght her) by one and one vnrip thy olds looues, 4 make 
T +1070 eee woman)culpable in manie matters, abaſing 
my 
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my beautpes fo commende and flatter hers,and diſcommen⸗ , 


ding my quallities, to ſette hers foozth the moze . Bothe , , 
which, and all thinges elſe in mee, were with highe p2ayſe , , 
wonte fo ber extolled of thee,aboue all other womens in the,, 
wo2ld. 33 

And all thoſe vnſpeakeable fauours. , which compelled by , , 
mere pittie and extreame looue , J dyd ſo gently beſtowe > , 
on the)thou wilt,perhappes,inturiouſly affy2me , that they > , 
ſpꝛong of whot and too win But amongeſt many o- > » 
ther thinges, which thou wilt vntruelp declare, remember > 
(diſlopall Panphilus)to ſpeake of thy owne deceites,by mea- , , 
nes of which, thou mayelt truely ſweare, and ſay , that thou , , 
haſt lefte mee in a lamentable and miſerable eſtate ; And „ 
with theſe foꝛgette not alſo to tell of thy reteiued hononrs, „ 
and infinite curteſies done thee , becauſe thou mayeſt make , , 


thy ingratitude ſufficientlie knowen to thy hearer . Poꝛ let Ingratiude. 


it paſſe thy minde, noꝛ eſcape thy mouth, to recken vppe how 
many Wozthte, valiaunt, and noble poung Gentlemen, haue „ 
attempted manie times to get my looue, and the diners mea⸗ , 
nes which continually they pꝛactiſed foz the leaſt hope of it,, 
as they2 gloꝛious and dailie muſteringes befoze my win- , , 
dowes in godly troopes,in the day time, their ielous con- , , 


tentions by night, and their diuine pꝛowelſe ſhewed in fea- , , 


tes of armes, and pet could neuer vnwind me from the labo⸗ , , 


| rinth of thy enchaunted loue, 


And fo2get not to tell that ( notwiſtanding all this) foz S 33 
woman ſcarcelie knowen,thon haſt of mee made a ſodaine , 


and diſhonourable exchaunge. Who{if ſhe be not perhappes , 


lo ſimple as my ſelfe) will with great ſuſpect receine thy diC- , , 
ſembling kiſſes,and will warely defend ber ſelfe from thy , , 
decettfull dealinges,from Which alas J had neuer the pow- , , 
er to keepe my ſelfe, and whom J wiſhe may by ſuch an one „ 
to ther, as Atreus his Philomena was to him, oꝛ as the daugh , 


ters of Danaus to they newe buſbandes, oꝛ as Clitemneſtra , | 


to Agamemnon,o2(at the leaſt)as my ſelfe (thy iniquitte bee , , 


ing the occaſion thereof / haue lined with my deere hulbandr. , 


molk vnwozthie of all theſe iniuries. 53 
Pz. And 


_ << daunt teares foz the. All which thinges J pzay the Goddes, 
c ifthat with any pittie they beholde miſerable cr eatures)may 


my lelfe) obteſting them foꝛ the iniurie receynedby mee, 


4 And my ſimple mann, doth deſerne ſome faudurable 


e e, 


« < And that che may bzing ther fo ſuch extreame miſery( which 
cc nome fo2 verye pittie of my ſelfe J doo woefully bewaile) 
cc that it may fozce mee againſt my will,to power out aboun- 


c quickly fall and light vpon thee. 
4 Although that J was greatlie troubled with this infolle- 
«© rable grefe,and not that date onely , but many moze after, 
c © notwithſtanding the alteration, that J perceyued in the foꝛe⸗ 
cc ſaide Gentle woman, dyd ſtinge mee cruellie on the other 
cc ſyde, the which dꝛewe on my minde ſometimes to ſo ruth⸗ 
<< full and ielious thoughtes, as J was not other times accuſto 
c med to imagine. And ther foꝛe ſaid with my ſlelfe. Alas wher- 
cc foꝛe doo A ſozrowe(Panphilus)foz thy long abſence, and that 
c c thou art combined to a newe wife , knowinge that if thou 
c werte here pꝛeſent, thou ſhoulideſt bee myne neuer the moze, 
«< but an others. O moſt wicked man into how many partes 
c was thy lone diſcected, and howe fiftedoth the etimo logie of 
e thy name and calling agree with thy nature and condition, 
c ſince being(Panphilus)thou art a frende to all. To her with 
« © whome thou liueſt there, to this, who lines without ther here, 
ci ta me, who liues and dies foz the, ſo that to her, to this, to 
c. © mee, and pet perhappes to none at all. And ſo falſe wꝛetche 
c by theſe meanes thou wert in league with manie, when I 
c thought though thou diddeſt defie all women beſydes me, 
C And lo it came to paſle,that thinking to vſe my owne gods, 
«< J was to bolde in vſurping that, which belonged to others, 
And who can tell (thys beeing nowe knowen) ik anie of 
ce theſe, moze wozthie of fauour at the Goddes handes then 


cc and crauing reuenge fo2 the barmes , that J haue doone 
ce them, haue impetrated ſo much grace, fo make mee feels 
cc theſe vnacquainted woes, and vndelerued arefes of minde, | 
cc But whoſoeuer the bee (it any there bee) let her fozgine me, | 
cc becauſe J haue ignozauntly offended, 


pars 


| lanta moſt ſwifte, and pittile 
* blelouers behinde combattin 
| death,vntill Hippomenes with a bꝛaue and maiſtered deceit *? 
| oner ranne and ouer came her,the conſenting alſo willingtie *? 
| fothe ſame. E 3.3 
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pardon. But with what fine arte didſt thou faine theſe things , , 
with what a vyle conſcience didſt thou p2actiſe the, by what , 
kinde of lone , o2 of what tenderneſſe of mynde wert thou „, 
dꝛawen to this: haue hearde it moze then once ſapde, that , , 
none can loue no moze but one, at one « ſelfe ſame time. But None can 
this rule tooke cxception in the, looue "0 
Foz thou diddeſt looue many 02 elſe dideſt tarie a ſhewe denten 
thereof to much by one: Ah carelefſe wzefche,diddeft thou more then 
giue to all, oꝛ to this one, (which could not ſo well, noꝛ ſo traf one at once 
tylie conceale that, which thou diddeſt ſo malictouſlye hide , 
from me) that fayth,thoſe teares, thoſe ſighes, and pꝛomiſes, „„ 
which thou diddeſt ſo pꝛodigally beſtowe on mee. It thou did- , , 
deſt this thou mayeſt then ſecurelie liue, and at thy libertie , 
loone all, and pet not bound to anie woman: Becauſe that ,, 
which is diſkinclie ginen to manie cannot bee pꝛoperlie ſapd, , 
giuen to one. | 3 
Alas how may it then other wiſe, bee but that hee, who rob- , , 
beth ſo many ſimple women of their pielding hartes, muſt, , 


needes be de ſpopled of his by ſome woman againe . Narciſſus Why Nar. f 


beloued of manie, and being moſt rigoꝛous to all was, at the <ifus was 
laſt ouertaken with the ſhadowe of his owne beautie . Ata. ones 
ct in her race, lefte her miſera- * Ot 
g betwene loone , life, and 


But why doo J alledge olde examples: ſelfe, who could * ? 


neuer be taken of any one, was at laſt (ah me thcrefoze) vn ? ? 
| fozfunately ſurpꝛiſed by thee-Yaſt not thou therefoze amon- ? ? 
| geſt ſo many of thy ſpoile, foũd ont ſome bꝛaue one, who hath ” 
; enfangled thec2 4 doo not thinke, but doo aſſuredlic beleeue, 
that thou wert once ſubdued by hym, who matic tame thee, ? ? 
| and ſubiect to her, who had but little cauſe to bee pzowde of 
ber captiue. © She 


But if thou wert ( inhothoms ſhe was „that with f?? 


great fozce dydconquer the ſubtile heart) why doolt thou not ? ® 
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c aply thy lone onely to her lykinges, But if neyther fo her, 
c no2 to me thou haſt deſire to retourne, at leaſt come backe as 
c gaine to this, who could not couer thy ſecrete and falſe loue, 
4 no2 conceale her owns fond paſſions. And if thou wilt nerds 
© © phaue my fates and foꝛtune ſo confrarie to me( which perhaps 
c acco2ding to thy erronious oppinion J haue deſerved) let not 
ge my offences pꝛeiudicate the right of other women. Refurne 
c againe to them at the leaſt,andkeepe thy fayth firſt perhaps 
<< pzomiled to them, and then to mee, and to hurt me onelp, ol⸗ 
©© fende not ſo manp, as J belcene thou haſt left heere, and elſe 
where in vaine and fonde hope. And let not one pzcuaple 
© © moze there, then many here. 
She is alreadie thine,noz cannot (although ſhe would) but 
be ſtill thine, Leauing her therefoze in lafetie, and with in⸗ 
v fallible aſſaraunce of thy lmue, come, becauſe thoſe which are 
©© not able to be made thine, but with thy pꝛeſence, thou mayeſt 
with the ſame kerpe them alſo thine : After many of theſe 
©© vaine ſp&ches,becauſe they did neither (mite into the cares 
ok the Gods, noꝛ ſound in thoſe of that obdurate and vngrate⸗ 
© © fall young man, it came to paſſe ſometimes, that ſodainely J 
© © changed my councelles into theſe ſpeeches,ſaping. D'milera- 
© © ble young woman, wherfoze doſt thou deſire, that Panphilus 
© © thould come hether againe? Dot thou thinke, with greater 
s patience to ſuffer that conſuming coꝛſiue nere thee, which be 
ge ing fo farre of, ts moſt greeuous to thy thoughtes. Thon deft) 
s rxreſt fond woman thy owne barme, And if now thou remat- 
*© neſt in (peraduẽture) that he loueth ther. So it he did returne 
©© thou maieſt be aſſured, that hee were tome not fo2 thy ſake, 
©© hut foz the loue of ſome other woman. Let him therefoze re⸗ 
maine ſtill there, and krom hence fozth being farre from ther, 
e let him rather hold thy lwue in donbtfull ſuſpence , then ly⸗ 
ee uing beere , by contrarie examples and by to apparaunt de⸗ 
% monſtrations ſhe we, that he doth not lone the at all. And 
<© content thy ſelfe at the leaſt, that thou dooſt not remaine as 
4 lone in theſe conſuming paines, and fozſake not that comfozt, Þ 
cc that miſerable and diſtreſſed women, when they haue com- 
* pantons in their miſeries, are wont to take, 


It 
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It were too harde a faſke foʒ me (god Ladyes) to ſhewe 
with what incenſed ire, with what quantity of teares,wyth 
what burning ſighes, and choaking ſobs, with what gryping 
greefes of my poꝛe hart, and with what vehement and dole- 
full paſſions, J was almoſt euerie day wont to meditate on 
theſe thoughts, and fo thinke of theſe matters. But becauſe 
euery bard thing in time is mollified and chaunged, if hap- Euery hard 
pened that having manie daies together ledde this kinde of thing wex- . 
life, and not able to ſincke any further into p Gulfe ofgrefe, ech loft in 1 
then J was already fallen, by little and little it began ſume- 5 
what to relent. And the moꝛe it departed from my affected * 
ſoule, the moꝛe was my feruent loue, and luke warme hope 
kindled there agatne, both which remayning in the place of 
my ſurceaſing ſoꝛrowes, made me chaunge my pꝛeſent wpl, 
and alter my firſt deſires of hauing my Panplulus againe, 
and to deſkant ſomewhat of his returne to mee againe. And "$4 
as even now the diſpay2e of neuer enioying bim again, was 5 
molt contrary to me in this, ſo much the moꝛe did mp repug | LEES 
nant deſire of the contrary encreaſe. And as kindled flames ©® 
toſſed abꝛoade, and blowne about with bopſterous wyndes, 
do grow into greater flakes,ſo Lone by confrary thoughtes 
in mee, was not onely nouriſhed, but made of greater fozce. 
Mherefoꝛe J was moned with repentance of theſe fozeſaid 
frantick paſſions,and ſuperfluous ſpeeches. And nowe conſt- 
dering well of that in my minde, which vnbꝛidled anger had 
pꝛouoked me to ſay, was as much aſhamed, as if they thẽ⸗ 
ſelues hadde heard me. And therefoze J gentlie blamed that 


r cc ET RS 


, ſenceleſſe rage, which in the firft aſſanlts of it, with ſo great 8. 7% 
' & fo2ce andfurie dooth take holde of cur blinde mindes, that it „ 
1 doth not permit any trueth (be it neuer ſomuch apparaunt) "ik 
to be manifeſt vnto them, But notwithſtanding, tbe moze it art 5 
4 is kindled,the moꝛe in ſpace of time it wareth tolde againe, 1 BED 
wand doth make that after wards clerrely known, which raſh⸗ Dl + of 
, i befoze it condemned in wozds and deedes, Wherefoze has 4 OT 
t. Ang recouered my right mind againe, and after my ſences 7 
5 were better ſetled, 3 beganne thus to ſay. O moſte foliſhe FO apt 

| yonge Womanne, wherefoze dooeſt thou thus moleſt thy 131 
at | N 1. ſelke: 4; . 
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Louers ſom ſefe + Mherfoze without any certain occaſion oz knowledge 


times 


blame and 
ſometimes 


dooeſt thou conſume thy ſelfe in the heate and rage of thyne 
owne anger. Sate that this is true, that the Merchant tolde 


excuſe their (Which perhaps is not) and admitt that bee hath marryed a 
beloued a- wife, is this ſo great a matter? An inopinate thing indeede 


gaine. 


Ds J muſt confeſſe,) which thou diddeſt not thinke woulde ſo 
lone fall out. And yet it is molt requiſite, that pong men in 
' theſe cauſes muſt pleaſe and obey they2 Fathers willes. Fo2 
0 bis Father woulde haue it ſo, with what face oz coloure 
- could he deny it? And thou muſt alſo beleeve, that moſte of 
- them that take wpues, map loue them well, and pet eſteeme 
of others moze. And, that the copious plentie, which buſibo⸗ 
© died wines yelde to their quiet Yuſbands, is an occaſion of 
* ſaddain cloying,although they did neuer ſo much pleaſe and 
FL —— them in the beginning. And what doſt thou knowe, 


** how much, oꝛ whither ſhe doth content him oz not. Perhaps 


* © Panphilus toke ber by mere compulſton, and louing thee 
* © moze then ener he did her, it is (perhappes) no ſmall greefe 
©< vnto him, and doth thinke the time fo long and tedious in 
e peeing with her. And ifſhe pleaſe him, thou maieſt yet hope, 
5 ſs — che will quickly ſeeme vnplealaunt, and yzkeſome vnto 
m. 
And ol his pꝛomiſed faith and religious oathes canſt 
not truely, with any reaſon accuſe him, becauſe comming to 


©< thee againe, be ſhall in thy Chamber fulfill the one and the o⸗ 


wY ther, and what cls he hath auowed to our mutuall and great 


_©*© toy, Baue therefoꝛe recourſe to the Gods with pzayers, that 
Loue, which is able to do moꝛe then pledged oathes,o2 paw 


e ned faith, map moue and make him returne to the againe. 
«© And beſides this, why ſhouldeſt thou haue any ſuſpition of 
© his difloyaltte,perſwaded therennto by the troubled mpnde 
©< onlp,and altered countenaunce of the pong Gentlewoman, 
«© Poſt not thou know, howe many pong Gentlemenne loue 
© © thee in vaine, who if they knewe thee fo bee Panphilus bys 
© © Pilkreſſe,couldnot chuſe but bee greatly agreened, So muſt 
<< thon think it poſſible,and no ſtrange thing, Þ hee is beloued 
Fe = of many women, who would be as (0zowful e as hea- 

ute fo 


„„ c one Nb eg 
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And in this maner, foꝛging ſund2y fancies with my ſelfe, J 
came (as if were) again to my firſt hope. And whereas J had 
befoꝛe thundꝛed foꝛth many blaſphemons curſes againſt his 
dealings, now with humble and milde petitions 3 entreated 
him, and perſwaded my ſelfe to the contrary, Thus hope re⸗ 
couered once againe, nip tozmented hart had not, fo2 all that 
any fozce to be merry, but there appeared rather in my coun 
tenaunce ſignes of ſozrowe, and J felt in my minde a conti⸗ 
nuall moleſtation, lo that J knew not what to do, oz how fo 
thinke of theſe perplexities. My firſt cares were fled away, 


and in the firſt furie of my ſuddaine anger, J had in rage taſt The condi- 


away all the ſtones, which were memoziall teſtimonies of roof an- 
gry louers, 


- ts Ak“ & of thoſ 
teiued from him, bꝛoken all his fauours, and rent in peeces * an 


all bis other traſh, 
3 twke no pleaſure now to gaze vpd þ heauen, as ſhe, who with iheyt 
was vntertaine and doubtful of his returne, being thozows kaſſion: 


the ouerpaſſed daies, and had burned all the Letters J re- 


ly perſwaded of it befoze. The deſire that once J hadde to 
heare amozous hyſtoꝛies and tales, and to paſſe the night a- 
way in ſuch ererciſes, was quite dead, and the pzeſent time, 


which had abbꝛeuiated nowe the Sommer nights, didde not 


graunt theſe thinges,of which oftentimes eyther all oz ſome 
great part J paſſed away without leepe, confinually ſpends 
ing them in pittiful plaints, and in ſad cogitations. And if 3 
enioped ſometimes the benefite of ſwete lleepe, my fancies 
were neuertheles troubled and toſſed about ſund2y dzeames 
ſome of them ſeeming very ioyfull vnto me, and ſome full of 
ſozrow and care, The reſozting fo publique places, temples 
and feaſtes, was y2keſome nowe vnto me, and J did neuer, 
(02 els very ſeldome, when J could do none other) viſite oz 


deſire to goe to them, My face being on p ſuddaine become 


leane and pale,cauſed ſo many maruailes, doubts, and ſad- 
nes in my houſe, that every one talked diuerſly of the ſame. 


And loking and lyuing in fbys pittifull caſe, and ma⸗ | 


king ſemblaunce that J knewe of nothinge , J remapned 


NY the 
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ny fo heare that of him which grenued thee ſo much, although , 
fo2 diners occaſios euery one might be eſpecially diſcontent. , , 
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the moſt penſiue and the moſt ſo;owfull woman that might 


be. My doubtfull thoughts did dꝛaw on and waſte moſt part 
of the day, vncertaine whither J might reſolue my felfe to 
my2th o2 moane 2 But ſeeing the nights fitting beſt my vn, 


pleaſant humours,and finding my ſelfe alone in my Cham. 


ber, after hauing firſt lamented my woes,and talked manie 
thinges with my lelfe,ſtirred vppe and inſpired as it were 
with better counſell,J turned my deuout pꝛapers to Venus 
ſaping. 


. O ſinguler beautie of the Heauens. O moſte pittifull 
tas prayer Goddeſſe,and moſt holy Venus, who in likeneſſe of thy lelfe 


to Venus 


in the beginning of my anxieties, diddeſt appeare vnto mee 
e in this Chamber. Afo2de me now ſome comfo2t foz my great 
e areefes,and by that reuerend and internall loue , that thou 
© © diddeft beare fayze Adonis, mittigate mp extreame paines. 


© © Beholde what fribulations J ſuffer fo2 the. Beholde howe 
ä manie times the terrible Image of death hath beene pꝛeſen⸗ 


The Image ted befoze mine epes. Behold if my pure faith hath de ſerued 


of death 
terrible, 


ſo much paine as J w2ongfully ſuſtaine. Beeing but pong, 

« c and not knowing thy darts, J ſuffered my ſelfe at thy firſte 
c pleaſures,and without denpall to become thy ſubiect. Thou 
4 knoweſt how much good thou didſt pꝛomiſe me: and J can⸗ 
not truely denie, but that J haue enioped ſome part thereol, 
but if thou wilt compꝛehend theſe ſoꝛrowes, which thou did⸗ 

e deſt giue me. as part alſo of that good, then let Peauen and 
. earth perriſh in one bowꝛe, and let all lawes like vnto theſe 
e be adnihilated, and made newe againe with the woꝛld. But 
« if they ſeeme vnequall in thy ſigbt (as J hope they do) then 

" let (O gracious Goddeſſe) thy pzomile be fulfilled, becauſe 

. thy holy mouth may not be thought, oz ſaide to baue learned 
. to diſſemble (as moꝛtall mens do.) Sende fo2th thy Donne 
« wyth his golden arrowes, and wyth thy firebzandes to my 

. 9—.— he doth nowe remaine ſo far diſtant from 
mee, and enflame his bart in ſuch ſozte (if peraduenture foz 

; not ſ&ing me lo long time, it is waren too colde in my loue, 

. oz to hote with the pꝛeſent beauty of an other) that burning 

" as I ns occaſion whatlocuer may with-hold him from 
com⸗ 
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comming backe againe. Becauſe taking agatne ſome come , , 
fozt and eaſe vnder the heaute burden of theſe calamities, J , , 
map not lo quickly die. 53 

O molt fapꝛe Goddeſſe, let my wozdes ſounde info thy - 3 
eares, and if thou wilt not ſette him on fire , pull out of my 5 
poꝛe hart thy wounding Darts, becauſe J map (as well as 
he) ſpende my dayes without ſuch great greefe. Myth thys » 
fozme of pꝛapers (although J ſawe thep2 effects but vaine, 
yet thinking that they were hearde) J did with ſmall hope 
— lighten my toʒments, t beginning new thoughts 
J (aid, 


Oh Panphilus where art thou nowe. Alas what dooeſt ten 
thou? hath now the ſilent night ſurpꝛiſed thee without ſleepe houghts 


and with ſo many teares as it hath taken holde of mee? Oz 
doth thy yong ſpouſe perhaps (not hearde of me at all) holde 
the in her armes, oꝛ pet without any remembzaunce of me, 
dot thou ſweetly leepe 2 Alas how may it be.that Loue can 2? ? 
gouerns two Louers with ſo vnequall Lawes, bothe louing 2 ? 
ſo firmelp, as J am to aſſuredy J do, and as perhaps thou 
doſf. J know not 2 But ik it be ſo, that theſe thoughts do oc⸗» 


tupp tþy minde, as they do ouertome mine, what wycked >. 


2ylons,02 mercileſſe chapnes do hold ther, that in bꝛeaking 2 
of them thou daft not returne fo mee 2 J know not (certes) * 
what might ſtay me from going to the, vnleſſe my beautpe, » 
which woulde without all doubt be an occaſion of my vtter 2 » 
ſhame,and a great impediment to me in all places) did not » 


onelp keepe me backe. hat buſines ſoeuer, and what other » 


octaſions of ſtay thou diddeſt there finde, ſhoulde bee by thys » » 
ended, and nowe thy Father ſhoulde haue glutted himſelfe 2 
with thy daily companie, who is J knowe ,.- (and fo whoſe 2 » 
death the Gods know, J do continually pꝛay) the onely oc- 2 » 
| caſton of thy ſfay there. And if not of this, at the leaſt of robs » » 

bing ther from me, he was vndoubtedly the onely cauſe and » » 
means, But J feare me poꝛe ſoule, that going about to pꝛay » 
foz hys death thou voſt pꝛolong his life, ſo confrary are the -» 
{ Ooddes to thy requeſtes, and ſo inexozable in encry thing J 
| Craueofthem. Ab let thy loue (if it be ſuch', as it was once » 
N Jo wont 
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«« wont to be) conquere their oppoſite fozce, and come againe. 
« Doſt not thou thinke, that A lpe ſadlie all alone a great part 
of the tedious nightes, in the which thou diddeſt once beare 
e me faithfull company, though accompanied (A muſt needeg 
$ © confelſe) with millions of martpꝛing thoughts. Alas howe 
£ manie long Minter nights lying a colde without thee in a 
C great and ſollitarie bedde,haue J paſſed heauily away. Ah 
cc call to thy foꝛgetfull minde, the ſund2y kindes of theſe pleas 
© © ſurcs, which in manic thinges we were wont to take foge» 
© © ger,remembzing which, Jam then certain,that there is no 
e ather Nloman able to deuide thee from mee. And this beleefe 
c doth make me (as it were moze ſurer then any other thing, 
e that the newes of the new ſpouſe are but falſe, which if they 
c were true, pet ſhe cannot (A thinke) take ther from mee, but 
cc fo2 a time. Refurne therefoꝛe, and if ſweefe delights haue no 
5 fozce to dzaw thee back againe, let the deſire which thou haſt 
*c fodeliner her (whom aboue all other Women thou loueſt, 
© from ſuddaine and ſhamefull death) perſwade thee fo bee re- 
© tlaimed. Alas,if thou wert now returned, J hardly beleeue 
cc that thou couldeſt know me againe, foꝛ ſo hath excteding ſo⸗ 
c row and anguiſh of mind extenuated,and altered my fo2zmer 
cc and faire countenavnce. But that, which infinite teares bath 
c taken from mee, a ſhoꝛt gladneſſe (in ſeeing thy (wee face) 
cc ſhall quickly reſtoze to me againe, and J ſhall be once again 
c that Fiammetta, which J was befoze. Ah tome Panphilus 
c come, becauſe my hart doth fill call vpon thee,ſuffer not the 
flower of my pong daies fo perriſh in dole, altogether peſt 
cc fo2 thy delights, and vowed to thy pleaſures. J knowe not a 


cc las, with what modeſtie J could bzidle my ſuddaine and er 


© © ceeding iop, if thou werte here againe, but that bumoderatly 
© < if ſhould be manifeſt to every publicke perſonne. Betauſe J 


c doubt (and iuſtlp) that our lone, with great wiſedome and 


<< patience a long time concealed, might not bee perhaps diſcos 
<< ered to euerp one. But pet wert thou come to ſee, and fo 
try, whither ingenious lies could as well take place in p;ol- 
©< perous cuẽts, as in aduerſe 4 croked accidents. Alas J wold 


« £ thou wert foz all this come, and if it could not be better tber 
e 
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let every one that would knowe it,becauſe J woulde thinke , , 
quickly to find out a playſter foz euery wounde . 22 
This beeing ſaide, J ſuddatnly roſe vppe and ranne fo The vaine 

the windowe,as if he had vnderſtode my woꝛds, but J pers beleefe of 
teiued my ſelfe (alas) deceined in my foliſh imagination, in ue 
thinking that J bearde that, which J did not, and p he knoc- 
ked at the doze, as he was ſometimes wont to dw. O howe 
many times, it any of my other carefall Louers had known 
this, might J haue beene diſhononrably dealt withall, if any 
malicious and crafty perſon had fained himſelfe to be Pan- 
philus in ſuch a caſe. But after that J had opened the wyn⸗ 
dowe, and loked towardes the Gate, myne eyes made mee 
moꝛe aſſured of this manifeſt illuſion, and ſo was my vaine 
toy tolſed with a true and ſuddaine turbation of minde, not 
vnlike to the tempeſtious wanes(after that y ſtrong Paſte, 
(bꝛoken in peeces by blaſts of mightie windes, with trump⸗ 
led ſaples by maine foꝛte of them is thzowne into the Sea) 
without reſiſtance do couer and hide the endaungered hyp. 
And returning after my old wont fo mp accuffomed teares, 
Z did miſerably beginne to lament and bewaple. And foꝛc⸗ 
ing my ſelle afterwards to giue ſome reſte to my toꝛmented 
minde, dꝛawing vp the vapours of werte lleepe into my clo⸗ 
ſed eyes, in this manner with my lelfe J did call vpon them | 
againe. Dh quiet leepe,the moſt pleaſant reſt of all moztall Sleepe the „ 
tbings, and vaine peace of mens mindes, which dooft ſhunne '*!? of all tf BF 

all care like an enemie, come to mee, and with thy operati- things,and - 
ons dꝛiue out of my burning bꝛeſt, theſe ſmothered thoughts n mess 
theſe heauie cares, and theſe ruthfull and reftles fancies. O mindcs 
thou, that voſt reſtoze wearied bodies, and hardened in cruel , , 
and bꝛeathleſſe papnes fo eaſe againe, and docſt make them „, 
fitte and freſh to endure newe labours, why doeſt thou not , , 
tome? thou giueſt repoſe to others, giue alſo ſome little reſt „ 
to me, whoſe ne&de is moze then any others els. Fozſake the , , 
eres of merry and pleſaunt pong Gentlewomenne , who , , 
holding nowe they2 Louers in they2 armes, and paſſing , , 
the time iopfully in the ererciſe of the Goddeſſe of Cypris „. 
games, do btterly refuſe and hate thee. And enter into mine, „ 
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<< who lyeth here alone, fozſaken, and choaked with Seas of 
cc ſoꝛrowłull teares, and conſumed with ſcalding ſighes. © 
thou the tamer of fierce and wicked creafures, and p better 
c part of man his life, let me take ſome comfozt by the, and 
c reſertie thy abſence, vntill that time, when Panphilus wyth 
<< his pleaſant diſcourſes ſha! delight my weaned eares, which 
«„ ſhall be neuer wearted in hearing him, x my deſirous cyes, 
cc with hys bꝛaue beauty in looking on him. O feeble bzother 
cc of darke death, which doſt equally intermeddle falſe things 
c wyth true, enter into my ſoꝛrowfull eyes. Thou didſt once 
«« onerſp2ead Argus his bundzed eyes, commaunded by ieli⸗ 
cc qus Tuno fo watch,and bnwilling fo leepe. Alas, come new 


The pro- into mine, which are but two, and which do with great de- 
. of fire attende thy gratefull entraunce. O Hauen of life, reſt of 


Dreames 


3 —5 and companion of night, which doſt tome all alike, as 
gracious to higb Rings, as to baſe and pooꝛe ſlaues, enter in 
to my ſozrowfull bꝛeaſt, and making a pleaſaunt ſoiourne 
Kg there, retreate a little my daunted ſppꝛits. Oh moſte ſweete 
e ſlerpe, which doſt compell humaine generation (fearefull of 
death) with moe patience to learne her long and lyngering 
5 —— mee with the effects of thy fozce, and dꝛiue 
. from mee thele infectious hurtes, in the which my vnquiet 
mynd troubleth it ſclfe without any p2ofit at all. Morpheus 
mo2e pittifull vnto me then any other God, to whom J offe- 
red vp my pꝛapers, (admit that be made delay in graunting 
me that fauour, which J beſonght hym by my tmpoztunate 
o2yſons)after a long ſpace (conſtrapned moꝛe by the fozce of 
my pittifull pꝛapers, and vnpittied diſquiet then of hys pꝛo⸗ 
per accoꝛde) came ſlowly and ſilently ſtealing into my eyes, 
and ſo (my ſelfe not perteiuing him at all) crept in by p win 
dowes,as pet halfe open, into my giddpe heade, which didde 
greatly neede his pꝛeſence and helpe: and beeing moſte wyl- 
lingly entertained there, did wholy turne bhimſelfe vppe and 
downe, poſſeſſing euerp place of it. But ſwerte and delired 
peace,although that ſleepe was come, did not pet enter into 
my vnſetled minde, but in luc of thoughts + feares, a thous 


ſande fearefull , (full of infinite terrozs) dydde make 
me 
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mee greatly afraide,bel&ving verelp, that no heiliſhe furie 
remained in Pluto his Citties, but that enery one in moſt 
hozrible fozmes and vglie ſhapes (mi thought) did appeare 
many times bnfo mee, thꝛeatning mee of diners inſuinge 
ſtratagemes, and often times with their gaſtly lokes bꝛea⸗ 
king mee out of my momentarie fleepe , which after wardes 
(as though J had not ſeene them at all) J was content and 
gladde with in my ſelle, that they were but kantaſticall and 
foliche ſhadowes. 

And in b2c&efe, there were but a fewe of theſe nighles af- 
ter the vnkoꝛtunate tidinges of this newe bꝛidegroome and 
his bztde , in the which J foke any pleaſure, oꝛ eaſe in my 
foꝛced ſleepe, and neuer rep2eſenting to my wandzing fanta 
ſtes mp Panphilus with ſuch toy, as they were wont fo dw, 
many times befoꝛe. Which thinge did no leſſe beyonde all 
meaſure,greue me, then the confrary without meane to 
moleſt me.Df all theſe cares at laſt, of al my ſtreaming, tea 


res,ceaſeleſſe ſobs and ſighes, and of al my multiplied greets 


bat not of the occaſion of them , my dere huſbande had no 
(mall inckling, and knowledge, eſpecially when hee percei- 
ued, that the linely cullour of my face was channged info a 
dead paleneſſe,and that my pleaſaunt and ſhining eyes (de- 
painted rounde about with two blewe and purple circles) 


were deepely ſuncke into my fozhead. Scing which things 


(J ſay) cauſed him many times to maruaile, howe all thcle 
alterations ſhould happen. 

But perceauing at length,tbat J had loſt my appet ite fo 
meate,and that my woonted ſleepe had foꝛſaken me, he ſome 
times aſked me, what was the cauſe thereof. Whom J an- 
lwered, that the weakeneſſe of my ſtomake was in faulte, 
which had ſo extenuated and appalled my fate, with that 
dekoꝛmed leanneſſe,my ſelfe not knowing no other cauſe, 
why it was thus gonne from me but onely that . Alas how 
ſimplie did bee belene(gining entier fapth fo my deceitfull 


wo2des)this fepned excuſe and falſe tale, and cauſed infinite 


medicines to bee made and miniſtred to mee , all which(to 
content hem) J did willinglie take, not that J did thinke to 
D 1. cet 
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No helpeof get any p2ofitte oz eaſe at all by them. Foz what lightning of 

So body the body can eaſe oꝛ aſtwage the infeſting paſſions of the in 

cin lighten fected ſoule? None J beleeue. But my minde being purged 

the paſſions of them,they might (perhappes) alleuiate and helpe my bo⸗ 
otrhe die much. The medicine auaileable foz my maladie was 

e. but one, which was very pꝛecious, deere , and to farre ol, to 

make me recetue my pꝛiſtinate health. But after my decei- 

ued huſband percetued, that all theſe dzugges did helpe mee 

but a little, oꝛ nothing at all, hee being moze tender and 

carefull of me (then J deſerucd ) by ſundzpe wapes and 

newe meanes endeuoured fo purge me of this melancholick 
humour, and to reſtoꝛe to me my loft and fozmer mirth,but 

pet he laboured all in vaine. 

Sometimes with comfoztable wozdes hee did aſſaie te 

cheere me vp, ſaying. There are werte Ladie, and my deere⸗ 

* © lie belwued wife, (as thou knoweſt well enough) a little be⸗ 
* © pode the pleaſaunt hill of Falernus , in the middeſt of olde 
, Cuma, delectable Jlandes vpon the Sea coaſtes: Che ſitua⸗ 
Faces. tion ok which. is lo [wert, plealaunt, x delightſome , that the 
oy ein thinke) is not vnder the toape ol wyde beauen. They 
are inuironed with moſt fapze hils, full of all ſoztes of fruit, 
and couered all ouer with greene vines, loaden with awdlie 
« bunches of white, redde and purple Grapes, in the vallies 
. of which, there are no kinde of wilde beaſts, that may with 

„ pleaſure be hunfed,but are fo be found there. 
© « Noz farre diſtaunt from thence,tbere is a great playne 
. full of game, and fytte foz all manner of flyghtes of pꝛaꝝ 
ing and ſollacing Hawkes. There is the Jlande Pity cuſa, 
75 and Niſida, abounding in Connies, and the Sepulcher of 
BE great Meſenus, leadinge awaie to the darke kyngdomes 
* of Pluto, 

There are Sibilla of Cuma her D2acles , there is the 
Lake Auernus, and the great Theatoz (a common and 
, Auncyent place fo2 many bꝛaue paſtymes , and rare ſpecta- | 
cles. There are ſweet e cleere Fiſhpondes, the Pill Barba- 
tus, and the vayne and pzodigall labours of the wicked Em 
. perour Nero, 
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All which delightes both olde and moderne, cannot bat „ 
greatly recreate mens mindes , that neuer ſawe them ber , , 


foꝛe. Who foz the yꝛ pleaſure and ſollace, goe many times to , , 


vilite them. I aj 
And beſides all this, there are moſt healthfull and whole- „ 


| ſome Bathes ſoz men and women of all degrees, and molt , , 


ſwete and godlie ones foz Ladies of honour, and renowne. „ 
And the ay2e being verie temperate and pleaſaunt there, , , 
doth confinually afoꝛde fitte tymes, and good occaſions and „, 
meanes to viſite them, There is no going thether without , , 
a me. minde,no2 abyding there, withont great feaſtes, , 
iollitie and paſtime in ſuch bꝛaue compantes of noble men, „ 


Ladpes, Gentle women, and fine and ſtately dames of this „„ 


Cittie. 5 
Wherefoze J am determined that thy ſelfe , (not well, „„ 
as thou ſapeſt in thy ſtomacke, ) and troubled wozſe (A feare ,, 
in minde, and, as farre as J can geſſe, greeued with deepe , , 
and melancolie paſſions ) foz reconerie of eache ſanitie a-, 
gatne,ſhall goe thether with me: Which iourney ſhall not,, 
bee without great pleaſure,aſſured p2ofitte, and ſpeedy helpe , , 
vnto thy diſtempered bodie, and ſozrowfull minde , But 
when J heard his woꝛds doubting leaſt in the very middeſt , 
of our ſpoꝛts and abꝛoad there. m dere Panphilus might re,, 
turne, and ſo might not(perhappes) ſe him, inflicted with in 


3 7 


warde greefe, J ſtayeda god while pawſing, befoze J could : 


anſwer him againe. 33 
But after ſceing his reſolute pleaſure imagining alſo,that 
if be came, he would ſæke me out whereſoeuer J was, J an- 59 
ſwered hym J was readie at his pleaſure, to goe whether, „ 
and when he would. And to bee ſhozte not manie dayes af- , , 
aſter we went thether. 39 
Db what contrarie medicines did my looning huſband „ 
extogitate, and pzactyſe foꝛ my helpeleſſe greefes ? Admitte „ 
that coꝛpoꝛall langours were cured there, yet verie ſildome , , 
02 neuer dyd any goe thether with a whole and ſound mind, „„ 


that dyd returne with the ſame agayne whether it was „ 


the meere Situation of the place waſhed with the waues of 
D 2, the 
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the Dea (the naturall place of Venus natinitie,) oz the time 
in which it is moze vſed(in ſpꝛing tyde J meane ) as moze 
fitte foz thoſe thinges, that made if, Neither is that (fruely) 
to be maruailed at, which often times appeared to me there. 
That the moſt honeſt Gentle women, and of beſt account, de 
voſing fo2 a while they2 womenly modeſtie, and ſhamefaft, 
neſſe , did ble in all their merrte mefinges , and ſpoztes, 
an vnwoonted kinde of vnbzideled libertie and irrequiſite 
familiaritie, and did mo2e laſctuiouſly aſſemble togeather 
in thoſe places (pꝛiuiledged perhappes fo2 ſuch wanton paſ, 
times) then any where elle. 

And J was not onely of this oppinion, that with leſſe 
ſtapne to thepꝛ honours, in thoſe places, in that companie, 
x at thoſe times, they might do it, but all thoſe almoſt which 
were accuſtomed to reſoꝛt tothoſe Jlands the as ful of mirth 
gle and feaſts, as Cy pres oz Cvtherea were, at what tyme 
their Ladies holidaies and diuine honours were celeb2ated 
there. The greateſt part ofthe time there was ſpent in caſe, 
and paſſed away ſometime moꝛe in delightfull exerciſes, 
not a fewe times in amoꝛous diſcourſes of Gentlewomen a 
mongſt themſelues, oꝛ elſe in company of poung gentlemen 
and Gentlewomen altogether. 

There were no viands but moſt delicious, c which were 


Wine ſtir- moſt deintie to be got, x molt noble, pꝛetious, olde e the pu⸗ 
reth vp to reſt wines, of foꝛce not onely fo awake dꝛouſie Venus, but to 


Vene ty, 


rayſe vp to lyfe that vigour, which is already moꝛ tifled in a⸗ 
ny man oꝛ woman, do followe there . And how much allo 
the vertue of the bathes doth conferre to the ſame, they doo 
better knowe, who haue ſcmetimes pꝛwued them. There 
the cole, Sea bankes, and moſt pleaſaunt gradens, and e- 
nerte other place be ſides, with diuers keaſtes, with newe 
deuiſed ſpoztes , with moſt fyne and curious dauncinaes, 
with all kindes of muſical! inſtrumentes, and celeſtiall me⸗ 
lodie, and with amozons ſonges and Madꝛigalles „ made, 
plaied, and ſung by thoſe luſty youthes, and ſweet Qimphes 
did reſound foꝛth merueilous and pleaſant Ecchoes. Who is 
be therefoze, that can amongeſt ſo many entiſing pleaſures 

there 
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tpere, ktepe him ſelfe free from Cupide his dartes, who doth 
| without any paine 02 labo2 (if J am not deceined)rule there, 
as inthe moſt pꝛincipall place of all his kindomes, and hel- 
ped by ſo many frendlie allectines,doth with great caſe a- 
gainſt ſuch willing and capable ſubiectes, vſe his ſtrength 
and dinine fo:ces, | 
Into ſuch places(moſt piftifall Ladies) my huſband was 
wont to carrieme)to rid me of my amoꝛous burning feuer. 
Into which after that we were arrined, lone vſed no other 
meanes fowardes me, then hee did to wardes other, but my 
ſoule rather, (which could not be w2apped in moze ſtrayght 
bondes of loue then if was) ſomewhat (though little e- 
nough)coler,and by the long faping, that yanpbilus being 
from me had made, and by many feares, + ſuſtained arefes) 
was kindled info ſo great flames, 5 J thought, I had neuer 
felt the like befoꝛe. And this did not onely ariſe of y foꝛeſapd 
occaſions, but remembꝛing with my ſelfe that J was often 


times there in Panphilus his tompanie, both loue and grefe 
(ſeeing my ſelfe without him) did not a little encreaſe in 
my wounded heart. J ſawe not any Hill, oꝛ Ualley, that 1 
(accompained ſometimes of many , and of him , ſomelimes 
pitching their toiles fo2 wild and ſauage beaſts, ſometimes 


leading houndes,and learning wafer Spaniels,and laying 
ginnes to entrappe and ſnare the ſillie Foules of the Ay2e, 
ſometimes bapting bokes with Angle coꝛde, to choake the 
p:cfty and foliſhe Fiſhes in cleere riuers and bzockes , and 
ſometimes getting ſome, and other ſometimes miſſing of 
their purpoſe)knew not and perceiued, that theſe were eui⸗ 
dent teſtimonies of our mutuall paſtaunce and gli. Poze⸗ 
non did not ſee any rocke ſboze 02 Jlande there, but J 
apd. | 


turned in any other place againe. As it pleaſed therfoze my 


Vere was J with my Panphilus, this did he ſpeake bnfo The like ye... 
me here, x this did we here. Like wiſe there could be nothing © vntol 

elſe ſeene there, which was not firſt an eſgeciall occaſion to 
me, with great efficacy to remember bim, and with moꝛe 
| feruent deſite after wardes to fee him either beere,o2 elſe re- Sonnet. 


. I) be fourth booke of 


deere huſhand, ſo there we beganne to take our delightes, 
Sometimes riſing vp betimes, and ſo ſone as cle&re daie ap 
peared, and mounted vpon our ſwifte courſers , and gentle 
Palfreies, ſometimes with houndes,ſometimes with baw⸗ 
kes, and with both ſometimes , rominge vppe and downe 
into the neereſt places, and moſt aboundant foz vollerie and 
venerie, nowe thozowe the ſhadowed Moodes, and nowe 
in the open feldes, we went earneſtlie perſuing our game, 
And ſeeing manic goodlie chaſes, and bzane courſes there, 
reiopcing euer ones heart fo ſe them, did but a little oꝛ no⸗ 
thing dimniſhing my ſozrowfull thoughtes , foz when J 
ſawe any fapze flyght,oz courſe, therewith all J pzeſently 
ſapde. 
© that thou werte heere Panphilus, fo ſ& this ſpoꝛte, as 
ſometimes thou wert. But (alas) hauing now vntill that 
poynt, ſome what ſuſtained, and with leſſe greefe , endured 
the beholding, and with ſome mall relaxation of my paines, 
followed theſe paſtimes, by recoꝛding them nowe, and thus 
in my minde (ouercome as it were with ſecret greefe) J left 
them abzuptly of , and let them all doo as they lyſted foz 
mee, 

O howe many times do J remember, that in theſe ima- 
ginations mp bended bowe,and arrowes did fall out of my 
bandes, in handling of which, in pitching ol nettes, and let- 

| ting houndes goe, oꝛ following,them , there was not ante 
Nimphe that waited one Diana her traine, that did (J 

thinke)encr excell me. And it fell out very often, that manie 

times in my cheekeſt ſpoꝛte of bawking like a carclefſe wo⸗ 

man, and thinking of other greater matters, J did let thoſe 

habwkes that Jcaryed on my fiff (my lelfe flowen as it were 

out of my wyts) with ſodaine flight to ſoare a wap, of which 

Diuers paſ- paſtime being in times paſt moſt ſtudious, and as much de⸗ 

times bring ſirous, and not halfe ſo careleſſo to commitfe ſuch faultes , 1 


to vnhappy dyd not only now take no regarde, but founde no pleaſare 


loouers no in them at all. 
pleaſure at 


Al, But after that every valley,bill and all the wyde plaines 
were thozowly trauerſed vppe and downe , and our com- | | 


pany 
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panie laden with ſtoze of pzaye,we returned home to our 
pleaſaunt Panilions, which often tymes wee found full of 
gle , and my2th by reaſon of ſundzie and diners feaſtes 
made in them, > 
Sometimes afterwardes ſifting vnder the hollow dens, 
and entrpes of hygh Rockes , that did with their crooked 
bodyes ouerhange the Sea, and with freſhe ayꝛe ſhadow⸗ 
ing the Sandes, where tables being ſet and furniſhed with 
ſundzie ſoztes of meates, in companie of many Ladyes 
and bzaue Gentle women wee made great cheere fogea- 


| ther, | 


From Which againe we were not ſo ſone riſen , but dy- 
vers ſwete inſtrumentes ſounding melodious muſicke, 
the young Gentlemen and Gentle women in moſt bꝛaue oz 
der beganne to leade diuers ſtately and pleaſaunt daunces, 
in which J mult needes ( though againſt my will) make one. 
But becauſe my melancolie minde was not delpghted 
with them, and that the weakeneſſe of my bodie did alſo de⸗ 
nie the ſame, I daunced but a meaſure 02 two, and ſatte me 
downe againe. And with dꝛawing my ſelfe behynd all p reſt 


| amongqelf the cloathes of Tapiſtrie and Arras that were 


ſp:eade abzoade, and hung vp I ſecretly ſapde to my ſelfe. 


Where art thon nowe my Panphilus, and ſo ſat me downe 


againe amongeſt other Gentlewomen. 

And in theſe places at the very ſame time giuing a wil⸗ 
ling eare to the ſkilfull muſicke, and the ſiluer ſoundes of 
of thoſe inſtrumentes, which with paſſing ſ werte notes en⸗ 
fred deepely into my mynde, and thinking of my Panphilus 
J dpd at one tyme coucr and hyde, diſcoꝛ de, feaſts and grefe 
becauſe liſtening to the pleaſaunt nopſe made, euerp demp 


deade ſpyꝛite of looue dyd regaine they2 fozmer vigour, and 


foꝛce in mee againe:and the remembꝛaunce of thoſe merrie 
times dyd returne againe to my minde, in whych the hea⸗ 


tenly harmony of theſe inſtruments, touched with rare ſkil 


was wont in pzeſence of my Panphilus to wozke diners c6- 
mendable and ſweete effectes. But ſ&ing not my Panphilus 


there, with molt ſozrowfull teares and ſighes J would wil- 
. D 4. 8 linglie 
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ly: haue complayned on them, ik it hadde beene lawfull 
foz me in that plate. And beſides this the ſundzie Sonnets 
ſung of many voung Gentlewomen there ( exceeding the 
Nichtagales in ſwerte notes) were wont in my toyfall 
times to delight my happie minde , of the which, if there 
was app(peraduentare ) that did pleaſe my melancolicke 
humour, à gaue moſt attentiue care vnto the ſame, and de⸗ 
firing greatly to haue it, becauſe rehearſing and ſinging it 
after wardes to my ſelfe, J might openly and with lefe lul⸗ 
ſnect affer a modeſt kind of (ozt, learne conertly to mourne, 
and lecreetip to ſoꝛrowe with my lelke, with thole greefes el⸗ 
pecialiy;that were contained in it. 

But after that the reiterated daunces and roundes bad 
wearied the young Gentlewomen, euerp one beganne to 
place themſelues amongſt vs, and (as it was no rare thing 
there to ſ& the amoꝛous young Gentlemen thꝛonging a- 
bout vs. did encompalle vs in manner of a crowne, whych 
thing neuer happened there, oꝛ any where elſe, that J per⸗ 
teiued, but it made me call to minde that fatall dap, when 

vanphilus, ſtanding behinde a fapze knote of pounge Gen⸗ 
tlemen, entrapped mee with the vertues of his diuine gra- 

ces: Mherfoꝛe J liffed bp myne epes many times in vaine, 
pꝛying and loking betweene them, being fondlie perſwaded 
by my fwliſh conceite, that J ſhould in lyke manner haue 
ſeene my Panphilus amongeſt them bere. 

Wherefoze caſting mine eyes ſometimes amongſt them 
marked howe (ome of them with eger lookes, and pyt- 
tikull glaunces dyd beholde the amiable obiectes of they} 
cheafelt deſpꝛes. 

And my ſelfe wared by this time very. cunninge in 

_ thoſe amoꝛous daltaunces, with a perplered eye dyd viewe 
every one, and note euer y thinge, they dyd, and perceyued 
well, who looued in deede,and who icfſted in demonſtrati- 
on, lometymes commending one foꝛ the grace, that hee ob⸗ 
lerued in hys diſcourſe, and ſometpmes an other fo2 the 
piettie invention hee vſed, and foz hys amoꝛous argu⸗ 
mentes ſo well couched togeather in his loouing ſtintes: 


ſap· 
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ſaying to my lelfe, that my miſerable eſtate and curſed ton / After a 
dition had beene much better, it J had then plaid the counter Laown er- 


rour one 
wercth wile 


ſelfe,as with dallying and ſpo2ting they did keepe to them- t length 


fette, as nowe they did, reſeruing thereby a free ſoule fo my 


ſelues, After wardes refelling ſuch an opinion, J ſapd. Nay, , 
Jam rather content (if in poſſeſſing an enill there is any cd-, , 
tent at all) to haue loved faithfully. 
Rekurning tberefoze with mine eyes and thoughts to 
the wanton behauiour, and amoꝛous actions of theſe ponge 
Louers,J reaped ſome ſmall comfozte by their ſundz2y fan- 
ties. And when J did perceiue that any of them didde lone 
moze feruently then the reſf,J did moꝛe commend with my 
ſelfe ſuch well meaning Louers, And hauing thus a long 
time with an earneſt minde behelde them, J began ſoftly fo 
ſay with my ſelfe. O thꝛiſe happy and foztunate are you, „ 
who are not depꝛiued of the ſight, end ſence of your vnder⸗ , 
ſtanding as J am: Alas howe was J wont herctofoze (as „, 
you do nowe) fo ſollace my ſelfe with theſe indifferent re⸗ , 
creations, Long may you eniop your felicity, ſince J alone „ 
{ muſt remaine an example of ſcozne,anda patterne ofmyſe- , , 
rie to all the wozlde. If Loue at the leaſt (making mee diſ⸗ , 
confent with the thing beloued of mee) ſhall bee an occaſion , , 
to ſhoꝛten my dayes, then ſhall it followe, that with a tragi-, , 
call death(as Eliza did) J wil eterniſh my enerlaſting fame , , 
and memoꝛp. | * 
And hauing thus ſaide , J helde my peate, and went a- 
gaine to note thoſe tountenaunces, geſtures 4 actions, with 
which thele louing Nouices, pꝛofeſſed Louers , and retpꝛed 


29 


Souldiours did diuerſly ſtudie to pleaſe their dainty Ladics be 2 de 


| a | b 
like places, who (after a great while hauing loked in euery OE: 


place about foz their deſired ioyes, and not ſeeing noz finding ved is nor 
them,deeming and repoꝛting the feaſt not halfe ſo pleaſaunt ſeene. 


and Gentlewomen. Dh how many haue I effſones ſe&ne in 


by reaſon of their abſence, noꝛ ſo delightſome) with halfe an- 
gry and very fad countenaunces haue gone from thence as 
gaine. Wherevppon ſome little laughter (although it was 
but feeble and weake) in the middes of all my melancholye 
P I. dumps, ? 
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dumps was permitted to take place, and a liffle comfozt al, 
ſo graunted to them, perceiuing that J had company in my 
ſoꝛrowes, meaſur ing in this ſoꝛt by mine owne miſeryes o⸗ 
ther mens miſhaps, Then thus diſpoſed moſt deere Ladies) 
as my wo2ds do ſhew,the delicate bathes, the weary hun, 


ting, and the Sea bancks hadde glufted my queaſie minde 


with all kind of paſtimes,and cloped it with ſuperfluities of 


fcaſts. Wlherfo2e diſmaſking my old + fozmer countenance, 


Appaſſio- 
nated yong 
Gentlewo- 
men cate 
not how to 
adorne thẽ- 
ſelues. 


and diſcouering the lmoake of my choaked ſighes, and p loſſe 
likewiſe of my appetite tomy meate and ſleepe, to my decei⸗ 
ned Yuſbande , and not caring to manifeſt fo the appointed 
phiſitions of my healtb, theſe incurable infirmities,bothe he 
and they diſpapꝛing (as it were) with theſelues of my life, 
we returned againe fo the Cittie. Jn the which, the conditi⸗ 
on of the time pꝛeparing many and diuers keaſtes, it framed 
alſo with the diuers occaſtons of my manifolde greefes:wher 
foze it came many times to paſſe, 5 to the (oleniſing of new 
eſpouſalles J was eſpeciallie alſo inuited, as beeing by pa⸗ 
rentage neere of kinne fo them, oꝛ els by auncient familtart- 
tie, freendſhip, oꝛ neighbourhood,acquainted otherwiſe with 
them. To the which alſo my Hulband oftentimes conſtrays 
ned mee to goe, thinking by theſe meanes fo pꝛeuent the oꝛ⸗ 
dinarie courſe of my melancholy fits, oꝛ els ſom what to eaſe 
my mind, ſo greatly infeſted by them. Ulherupon J was af 
ſuch times vꝛged to take again my foꝛſaken oznaments,and 
to put my neglected hayze ( iudged ot all men befoꝛe to ſhine 
like gold, but not vnlike nowe to aſhes) in the ſineſt oꝛder 3 
could, wherin J was not to learne, howe to do if. And reme- 
b:ing my ſelfe with a moze depe conſideration, whom theſe 
fine thaedds of gold, beſides all other beauties were wont to 
delight, with a new froward paſſid J did diſturbe again my 
fantaſtical mind, which made me ſomtimes ſo much fo2gett 
my ſelfe, p J remember, that (no otherwiſe then called backe 
againe from a deepe ſleepe,o2 rayſed out of an extaſie) taking 
bp again the combe, that was fallen out of my handes, Jre- 
turned to my careles & vnwilling office, And taking ſome 
aſſured counſel in my Glaſſe, of the ſetting foozth of theſe oꝛ⸗ 

naments, 
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naments, with which J bad adozned my ſelfe. And ſering my 
face to loke very pale, and creatly diſ⸗ſigured, and derpelp 
there withall appꝛehending in mp minde my loſt and alte ⸗ 
red beautie, I was almoſt in a doubf, Whither it was my 
fate oꝛ no, which J lawe in the Glaſſe, but imagining rather 
that ſome infernall and hidious furie ſtoode by me, turning 
my ſelfe about, did veryly thinke and feare, that it was be⸗ 
hind me. But pet, after 5 J was fricked vp very bꝛaue, clcen 
contrary to the quallitte of my minde, J went with other 
gentle women to thoſe ſolemne # ſumptuous feaſts, in which 
raigned nothing but mirth, iop, and all manner ol mery and 
pleaſant retreations. Merrie 5 terme them in refpecte of o⸗ 
thers, becauſe as he knowetb, from whom nothing is hydde, 
there was neuer any ſince the departure of my Panphilus, 
which was not an occaſion to me of moſt heaup chere 4 mat 
ter of continuall ſozrowe. Bering therefoze come to the pla⸗ 
ces appoynted fo2 the hono2s of ſuch marriages , although 
that in diners places, and at diners times celebzated, pet 
they neuer ſawe me otherwiſe diſpoſed, then to remaine ſtil 
at one ſtap, which was, bearing a counter fette countenaunce 
of tontent, and a fayned face, (as well as J coulde)of merry- 
neſſe, with my inward minde altogether occupied with ſub⸗ 
iects of ſoꝛrobo, deriuing the occaſion of this ſadnes x arefe, 
as well from iopfull and pleaſaunt things which J ſawe, as 
from ſozrowfall and vnpleaſant paſſions which I felt. But 
after that amongſt other Ladies and Gentlewomen J was 
with great honoz recetued,my mind not intentiue vpõ new 
faſhions, noꝛ mine eies deſirous to gaze vppon bꝛaue t ritch 
attire, wher with al p place did ſhine, vut with a vain imagi 
nation deceiuing the ſelues, thinking (perhaps) to haue ſeene 
Panphilus there(as oftentimes in like places they had done 
befoze) they went rolling vp e down, z caſting their beames 
in euerp place round about:and not ſeeing-him, as one nowe 
molt affured ofthat,of which J was at pᷣ firſte pꝛobablp pers 
ſwaded, t like a woman confounded in mine owne fwliſh cõ⸗ 
teit, J ſat me down with p reſt of p Ladics,refuſing the pꝛo⸗ 
fered turteſtes, and offered hono2s,foz whoſe ſake (hs beeing 
now abſent) they were wont to be moſt deere vnto me, 

I 2. And 
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And after that the new 1B2zyde was come home, and the 
magnificent pompe vſed at the Tables was ended, and eue⸗ 
ry one with bis paſſing daintie cates and heauenly Nectar 
bad cheered vp their frollicke mindes,as diuers b2aue daun⸗ 

tes, ſometimes directed by the tuned voyce of ſome cunning 
and ſinguler Puſitiqn , and otherſome ledde and fwted by 
the ſounde of diuers werte inſtruments, were begun every 
place of the eſpouſall houſe reſounding with a generall ap 
plauſe of myꝛth and toy, my ſelfe becauſe J would not be ac- 
counted coy and diſdainful,but ciuill rather in ſuch an hono⸗ 
rable aſſembly,and well manered, hauing gone ſomtimes a⸗ 
bout with them, J began fo ſitte mee downe incontinentlie 
againe, entring ſtill info newe and fanfaſficall imaginati. 
ons. 
Fuery thige It came then to my minde, howe ſolemne and glozious 
refrcſherh that feaſt was, which like vnto this was once made in honoz 
the memo- of my nuptiall toy , in the which beeing then but a ſimple 
3 of — ſoule in franticke loue matters, and free from melancholye 
| bisforpac2 PATions,as abounding in all ioy, J fawe in my ſelfe wyth 
ſed and hap WoO2tby congratulations of euery one honourablye ſaluted, 
py life and nobly entreated, And coparing thoſe times with theſe, 
and ſeeing them beyond all pꝛopoꝛtion altered, J was wyth 
great deſire (if opoꝛtunitie of time and place had graunted) 
pꝛouoked to weepe. This ſwyft and ſuddaine thought, didde 
runne alſo in my minde, when J ſawe the yong Gentlemen 
and Gentlewomen to reiopce equally together, and fo bee 
merry alike, courting and deuiſing one with another, ſome- 
times with many pleaſant and ſwerte diſcourſes, and ſome- 
times with many ſinguler and pꝛettie deuiſes, fitte fo2 ſuch 
purpoſes, howe that once J behelde my Panphilus in lyke 
places, and howe in his company he and J all alone had paſ⸗ 
ſed the fime there together, and could not nowe do the like. 
And it greeued me noleſle fo ſce my ſelfe dep2pned of the oc⸗ 
caſion of making ſuch kind of ioy. and enioying ſuch content, 
then J was ſozrowfull foz the pleaſure which J loſte by the 
not perfozmance of the ſame, But from thence applying my 
cares to amozous delights, ſongs and ſundzy tunes, and re⸗ 
membzing 
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membꝛing thoſe with my ſelf that were paſſed, J ſighed, and 
meruailous deſirous to ſ the ende of ſuch tedious feaſtes, 
being malecontent in the meane time,and ſozrowfnll wyth 
my lelfe, J paſſed them away, Notwithſfanding, beholding 
enery thing eractly,the companies of pong Gentlemen bee- 
ing flocked about the Gentlewomen and Ladies, that nowe 
were ſette downe fo reſt them, and retyzed into diners pla- 
ces fo gaze on them, J dtd perteiue well that many ol them. 
02 almoſt all, did ſometimes ayme theyꝛ beames at me, and 
did falke ſecretly amongſt themſelues of diners things tou⸗ 
ching my beautte,b2zaneryp and behauiour, but not ſo ſoftlie, 
bat that by manifeſt hearing of my owne part, oꝛ by imagi⸗ 
nation oz heareſay of ſome others, no ſmal part of their ſpee- 
ches came fomine eares. 


Some of them ſaid one to another. Alas behold that pong n;ucrs o- 
Gentlewoman, who had not her paragon fo2 beautie in our piuions and 
Cittie, and ſe nome what an one ſhe is become ? Dooelt not ſpeeches of 
thou ſ& how ſfrangely ſhe is altered, and how appalled her Wenne 


once faire face is growne,my ſelfe being as ignoꝛant of the 
cauſe,as amazed fo ſee the effects. And hauing thus ſaid, los ? ? 
king on me with a moſt pittifull and milde eye, as they who 
were greatly condolent of my ar&fes, going away left mee 
full of compaſſion,and moze pittious towards my ſelfe, then 
J was wont to be. Others didde enquire ot one another, a⸗ » 
mongſt themſelues, ſaying. Alas, bath this Gentle woman ⸗ 
biene ſicke? And after wards did anſwere themſelues again, - » 
ſaying: It ſeemeth ſo, becauſe ſhe is wered ſo leane and pale 
Wherefoze it is great pittie,eſpeciallye thinking of her foz* ⸗ 
mer beautie 5ᷣ is nowe vaded quite away. But there were 
ſome of a deeper reache then the reſte, whoſe true ſurmiſes 
greeued me very much, after many geſles and ſpeeches a⸗ 
mongſt themſelues,ſaying. The palenes of this vong Ladie „, 
is a manifeſt token of an enamozed hart. Fo2 what kind of „ 
infirmitie doth bꝛing a Louer fo a lower eſtate of bodie, then , 
the vnruip paſſions of feruent and hote affection 2 She is vn 
donbfedly in loue. And if it be ſo: hee is to truell and inhu- , , 
maine, that is the cauſe of ſuch vnwoozthye conſequences, „ 
D 2, (greefe 
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* c (greefe and tar es J meane, that make her loke with ſo pale 

„ cc and thinne cherkes. 

15 When J bad hearde theſe nipping woades that rubbed 
vppe my feſtered wounde , J coulde not with-holde mp 
ſighes, perceiuing that others were moze ready to pittie my 
miſeries, then he to pzeuent theſe miſhaps, who by greateſt 
reaſon,and moſt of all ſhoulde haue badde compaſſion in his 
thankleſſe harte. And after J had fetcht manie deepe ſighes, 
with an humble and lowe voice J earneſtlpe beſoughte the 
Gods, that in [ue of their kindnes fowardes me, they might 
bane better ſucceſſe in their Louee. And J remember again, 
that the value of my honour and honeſtte was not ſmall a- 
mongſt (ome of them, who in talking together, did fauoura- 
bly ſeme to excuſe the fozeſaide true ſurmiſes, ſaying. The 

cc Gods fo2zbid py we ſhould batch ſuch a thought in our minds, 
cc to ſay, that fonde Loue ſhoulde moleſt this wiſe 4 modeſt 
c pong Ladie,oz that blind affection could trouble her minde 
ce at all, Foꝛ ſhe as ſhe is endued with as great honeſtpe as a- 
ceny other, ſo was lhee (as it euer ſeemed) neuer addicted to 
<< ſuch vanities as many of her toequalles, and hath not ſhew⸗ 
c c edat any time ſo much as a ſemblance of wanton boldneſſe, 
cc hut confinually arguments of wiſe and modeſt behauiour. 
cc Noz aàmongſt the diuers communications and companies of 
| cc curious and inguilite Louers, there could be neuer heard a- 

Loue is 2 ny ſpech of her Lone, not once immagined amonaſt them, 

paſſion not which is ſo furious and foꝛcible a paſſion, that it will not be 

5 anie long time concealed, but will like reſtrained flames vi⸗ 

©: > olently burſt out vnawares. 

Alas (ſapd J then to my ſelfe)howe farre do they roame 
from the truth, not deeming me to be in lone, becauſe, (as it 
is the manner of foles) J make not my lone publicke to the 
view of euerp one, and pꝛeache it not openly abꝛoade to bee 
ſetreteip toſſed from mouth to mouth, as others (vainly glo⸗ 
rying in theirs) are commonly wont to do. There came al- 
ſo ſometimes oppoſitely befoze mee, many ponge and noble 
Gentlemen,p2oper men of perſenage,of ſwete and amiable 
countenaunces, in euerp thing gracious , couragious, and 

8 | 7 curteous, 
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their vtmoſt of their power affempfed,and laboured to haus 
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curteous and the chiefeſt flowers of our Cittie, who often 
times befoꝛe, by many cunning meanes and dꝛifts, hadde to 


p2zawne but the deuotions of my eyes to the deſires of they: 
harts. Who,after that a certaine while they had ſene mee, 
ſo much defoꝛmed and altered from that J was wont to ber, 
(not wel pleaſed perhaps) that J did not at þ firſt frame my 
affections to their fancies, diſdapned now to looke at me, and 


foꝛſoke me, ſaping. The bꝛaue beautie of this Lady is gone , , 
and turned to a bleacke hew, and the gloꝛy of her enflaming,, , 
deſires is nowe ertincte. Wherefo2e ſhall J hyde that from , , 


yon (fay2e Ladies) which doth not onelp greeve mee to re⸗ 
hear ſe, but generally all Women fo heare. J (ay therefoze, 


that although it was the greateſt grefe in d wozld to think, 


that my Panphilus was not pzeſent,foz whoſe ſake my then 
excellent beauty was moſt deere vnto me, yet in luch vpbzat- 
ding ſoꝛt to heare that J had loſt it, it was nolefſe then pꝛe⸗ 
ſent death te my ſonle. And beſides all theſe things, J remẽ - 
ber that beeing ſometimes inuited to ſuch feaſtes , 3 — 
beene d2awne perfoꝛte into the company of many pleaſaunt 
Ladies, diterfly diſconrſing amongft themſelues of amo- 
rous conceits, where with willing eare, harkning what ifs 
ſue infinite Louers haue had in theyꝛ hote paſſages, J eaſily 


perceined, that there was neuer any of th? toꝛmented wyth 
| fo feruent paſſions,as J am: no2 their loue beſette wyth ſo 
manp miſerpes, noz contriued with ſuch ſecrecy, as mine 
was. Although that of moze happy t foztunate Louers, and 
bl leſſe honourable leues alſo the number is greater. Jn this 
ſoꝛt therefoze, ſometimes eping,and ſometimes gyuing eare 


fo that which was done and ſpoken in theſe places, like a 


penſiue and ſadde Woman A paſſed away the weary time. 
| Affer that the Ladies and Gentle women, had reſted them ⸗ 


ſelues a pꝛettie while,it happened that many bꝛaue vonge 


Gentlemen ryſing vppe,and amongſt other Gentlewomen 
| lnuifed me oftentimes fo daunce,but as often in vain went 
| from me againe. Who remaining neuertheleſſe in theyꝛ dif 
| pozts (with mindes fre from heauy thoughtes,and high in- 
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tentions) ſome moued with deſire to ſhew perhappes they; 
greateſt cunning,and others pꝛicked on thercunto by ſpurs 


of hote and burning love, but all very curious in the ſame, 
my ſelfe ſitting by my ſelfe alone, with a ſco:nefull minde 
and cop lookes, didde marke the newe faſhioned trickes, the 
geſlure, and behauiour of many Gentle women there. And 
certes J blamed ſome in my minde, although J greatly deſi 
red (if it might haue bene) to do as they did, if my Panphi. 

lus had been pꝛeſent there. Who,as oftentimes as his deere 
rememb2aunce came to my dolefull minde, ſo often was it 


ſufficient matter, and the onelp occaſion of my new melan- 


Oreefe is 
reclaymed 
by lamen- 
tation, 


The proper 
ties of For- 
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cholte and freſh ſozrowes : and who dooth not (as the Gods 


know) deſerne the great lone , which continnally J haue 
bozne, and pet do ſtill beare him. But after that wyth no 
fmall ariefe J had a great while bebeld theſe daunces, which 
with the ſaddaine ſurſaults of other greruous thoughtes (&- 
ming vnpleaſanut and tedious vnto mee, v2ged as it were 
with ſome other buſines, J roſe vppe moſte willingly from 
my place, and to burſt a ſunder my heaped and ſwelling ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowes (whoſe open and ſuddaine diſcouery J greatly fea- 
red) J gotte my lelfe ſmaothly away into a ſollifary & ſecret 
place, and there giuing full ſcope and leaue to my flowing 
teares, J acquited my fwliſh eyes, foz all the vanities that 
they had ſerne, with an auſtere and due guerdd, which were 
not diſtrayned from the without many bitter woꝛdes, kind⸗ 


led with burning anger, but knowing alſo my miſerable foz 
tune to be ſo cruell towards me, remember that ſomtimes 


IJ began thus to inuepe againſt her, ſaping. 

O fearefull Foztune, moztall ennemie to enery happye 
creature, and onely hope of miſerable menne, Thou the (ad- 
daine chaunger of kingdoms, and of mundane thinges, dooſf 


ac as a helper with one band lift vppe, and as a deſtroyer wyth 
« « the ſelfe ſame thzowe downe againe, as thy tndiſcreete iudg⸗ 
e ment doth direct thy inconſtant will, not content to be who- 
c lp anyones, exalting him aloft in one thing, oꝛ els in an o⸗ 
c ther, caſting him vtterly down,o2, after that thou haſt made 
c him happe by any lent felicitie, doſt heape vpon his mynde 


newe 
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new and vncouth cares, becauſe that woꝛldly menne liuing , 
in tontinuall want and nede,may(acco2ding fo their vaine , 
opinion, t their endleſſe pzide)imploze thy helpe, and adoze , , 
thy deify.Yef art thou ſtill blinde and deafe , diſdayning fo , , 
behold the manifeſt miſertes , and refuſing to lyſten to the ©, 
complaintes of miſerable creatures, triumphingonelp with „, 
thoſe, whome thou haſt vn woꝛthely (perhaps) cralted. Who , , 
embꝛacing thy freendly fauours, and honduring thee with al , 
they2 deuotions, whileſt with a ſmiling loke and flattering , , 
pꝛomiſe thou art entertaining them,euen on a ſodaine with , 
ſome vnexpected accident oz other, finde themſelues vtterly , , 
thꝛowen downe by ther, and then(though to late) do miſera⸗ , 
blte percetue, how thou haſt changed thy ſerene ſmiles into „, 
froward frownes. 8 55 
Amongſt the number of which, my ſelfe(wzefched wo- „, 
man) map be put, who not knowing of my owne parte any , 
mallice w2ought againſt the, and ignozaunt of any bey⸗ , 
nous offence and indignitie whatſoener perpetrated, , , 
by me againft thee , that might reduce thee to ſo ſeuere a re-, ; 
uenge, am moſt vnwozthely and pittifally puniſhed . Alas „, 
whoſoener repoſeth truſt in great and mightie thinges, and , 
like apuiſſant P2ince ruleth in high and ſtately pallaces,ap , , 
plying alwates his quiet and credulous mind to toyfull and „, 
pleaſaunt obiectes?Let him caſt his eyes vpon me, and be- 
holde howe from a high and renowmed Lady of felicity, I , , 
am nowe become a moſt low and wꝛetched handmaide of , , 
ſozfune,and(which is woꝛſe then this) how cruelly Jam re- „, 
tected and dildained of the onely loꝛd and maiſter of my ſub⸗ , 
tected heart. 35 
Ah Foꝛtune, thou diddeſt neuer gine any moze effectuall , , 
example of thy vnconſtant mutabilitie, then my ſelfe, if that 
with a perfect and ſound minde my ſirſt x latter condition of , , 
life be wel conſidered. J was recetued of thee fickie foztune of , 
the(falſeFo2tune)was 3 receined into this wozld, in abun- , , 
dant quantitie of gods(tfnobihitie,riches;honozs, t dignitie , 
be any parte of them) which were mozeoner by thy bounti- Wy 


full and large handes (which thou diddeſt neuer yet with⸗ 


Qi. dzawe 
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<« d2zawe from them) daylie and copiouſly augmented. So that 
in ſooth ) like a mightie Ladie J dyd continually poſſeſle 
e them, as mutable thinges vſe them, and beyonde the com, 
ce mon courſe of womens couetous nature, did liberally im, 
parte them to others. 
c But being ignozaunt Foꝛtune, that thon wert alſo the 
cc ſame, which with vnequall paſſions and carefull thoughtes 
« « dyddeſt ſurcharge the minde, and not knowing, that thon 
c haddeſt alſo a great poꝛtion in loue hys Signoꝛics, J fell 
cc in lone as thou wouldeſt, and with that young Gentleman 
c whome thou onelp, and none elle, diddeſt then pꝛeſent ber- 
c ſoꝛe my w2etched eyes, when à thought my ſelfe fartheſt 
e from any ſuch daunger. Mhome after that with ſtrong and 
4e intricate knottes thou dyddeſt perteiue that he was bound 
cc in the Circle ot my heart, thou haſt ( vnſtable and channg- 
cc ing often times) ſougbt to wozke my harme, and w2eake 
c c thy vndeſerned iniuries vppon me , ſometimes diſturbing 
cc our linked myndes with vayne and deceptfull imaginati⸗ 
cc ons, yea, and ſometimes our eyes with pittifull and publick 
4 glaunces, vecauſe our loue made manileſt, might be hurt⸗ 
« « full vnto vs. 
cc And Jamcerfayne,that many times thou haſk beene 
cc (euen as thou wouldeſt thy ſelfe) the onely canſe,that many 
cc diſpleaſaunt and diſcrepaunt woꝛdes of my beloned poung 
cc Gentleman haue come to my eares, and haſt with myne of 
cc lyke conſequence filled his againe. able enough (being credi⸗ 
cc ted) to haue engendzed hatred and diſcozde, and to haue has 
cc zarded a ſodaine miflike , but their uſue, and thy dꝛiftes 
c were neuer aunſwerable to thy determinations, Becauſe 
cc admitte,thou doſt as a Soddeſſe gouerne all exteriour thin- 
4 ges, as it pleaſeth the ſe, the vertues ot thy minde are neuer 
That which the moze ſubiect to thy might. 
fortune ci= Dur wifedome bath continually gonne beyond thy wt- 
not bring ljneſſe in this poynte. But what doth it auaile foz all this 
o 8 fo oppoſe it againſt thte, ſince thou haſt a thouſand lights to 
— by, endomage thy enemies. Andthat which thou canſt not bzing 
worog, do paſſe by right, thou doſt contend to wozke by _——_— 
able 


amorous Fiammetta_. Gl 


able to ſowe the ſeedes of mallice and enuie in our hartes, ,, 


thou halt indeuoured to inculcate into the thinges of lyke ee , , 


fecte and pꝛedicament, and beſides this to repleate the with ,, 


the greateſt greefe c anguiſh of minde . Thy induſtries adni , 
hilated heretofoze and made fruſtate by cur pꝛouident wils , , 
dome, were ſtrengthened againe by thy other fraudulent foz , , 
tes and peeniſhe waies, and as a peruerſe enemie, as well „ 
to hym as to mee, thou haſt pꝛactiſed the meanes with thy e- , , 
minous accidentes, by long diſtaunce of plate to deuide vs , 
both a ſunder. 3” 
Alas when J would haue thought that in ſo raunge a, 
place, ſo farre diſtaunt from this, and deuided from mee by , , 
ſach great Seas, ſo many high billes, wyde feldes, vallies „ 
and playnes, and by ſomanie great riuers, the onely ſource , 
and cauſe of all woes ſhould(by thy meanes) be ſpꝛong vp, „, 
and growe ſtyll? Truelp neuer. But pet it is ſo, and fo all,, 
that though he be farre from mer, and J from him, J doubte , 
not, but that in deſpite of thee Foztune he loueth mee, as ,, 
lone him, whom aboue all thinges elſe in the wozldJ do , 
molt derely eſteeme. | T: 
But to what ende and effect doth this lone ſerue moꝛe, „, 
then if we were epther mere ſtraungers, 02 mozfall ene- , , 
mies. Alas nothing at all to no purpoſe eiſe . Our wittes , , 
and policie therefoze pꝛeuailed naught againſt thy confra- , , 
dictions , Thon haſt caryed away with bym all my de- , , 
light,all my good, and all my iope: and with theſe my , , 
merry times, feaſtes,and paſtimes,my goꝛgious atty2e,my , , 
pfereleſſe beautie,and my pleaſaunt lyfe . In lue whereof „, 
thou haſt left me dollours,grefe and ſozrowe . But yet „, 
tbon couldeſt neuer make mee relinquiſbe his loue , no no2 „ 
is thy might ſo great, (as great it is)to make mee by infer- , , 
mediate fyttes onely fancy hym. Alas if J, being vet but „, 
poung, had committed any thing agaynſt thy Godheade, „„ 
the ſimplicitie of my vnrypened peeres, ſhould hane excuſed , , 
my rawe defectes, But if thou wouldeſt neuerthclefſe take , , 


ſome reuenge vpon me.UWherefoze diddeſt thou not wzeake , , 
it vp on thy owne thinges, * 


Q 2, Thou 
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BE To putones Thou haſt iniuftly (Fo2tune ) put thy Sickle in an others 
aa 2 in an Cozne. F02 what haſt thou to do oꝛto entermedle thy lawes 
Td er with lone his matters? 3 baue moſt high and firong tow, 


Corne. 


ers, moſt fapꝛe and ample feldes, many beardes of Cattel, 
c and great ſtoze of treaſure, which with thyne owne handes 
c thou haſt bountifully beſtowed on me, wherefoze with con⸗ 
« c fuming flames,deuouring waters, cruel rapine, and ſaccage 
< « and wherefoze with vnluckie death diddeſt not thou extend 
« « thy wꝛath vpon them! Thou haſt left me thoſe things, which 
e May no moꝛe auaile foz my conſolation, then Mydas his gol⸗ 
« « den fayour, which he recepued of Bacchus foz his pinchinge 
« « hunger: and haſt franſpozted onelp him away , whome J ac⸗ 
counted derer then Gold, then gemmes, then rifch palaces, 
peda moꝛe then infinite wozldes,of wealth. Accur ſed therfoze 
« be thoſe amoꝛous arrowes, which pꝛeſumed to be reuenged 
« « of Phæbus, and which nowe ſuſtaine ſuch baſe iniur ies by 
Ac thee. 
4 Alas ik theſe had neuer pꝛicked thee, as now they pearce 
« me, with better adniſe(perhappes) and with moze mature 
« c deliberation thou wouldeſt moleſt thy loninge aſſociates, 
But beholde thou haſt wꝛonged me, and bzought mee to thts 
« extreame poynte, that of the richeſt, nobleſt, and higheſt La⸗ 
die, J am become the moſt miſerable and vnfoztunate wo⸗ 
c man in all my countrie, and this cruell foztune thou ſeeſt fo 
« Well app2wucd in me. Euerp one doth reiopce 4 ſpend their 
c times in merry feaſtes and glee, and onelp J do ſtil lament, 
« c aid waſte my youth in endleſle moane, which kinde of lpfe 
« is not now begun, but hath ſo long endured, that me thinkes 
« c thy mercilelſe anger Could haue bene ere this tyme ſome⸗ 
„ what mittigated. 
But ſoꝛgiue thee all, if of pittie oꝛ of curteſp thou wilt 
c let mie faucurably entoy the lwerte company of mp Panphi 
c « lus againe, as thon haſt not without great gro&fe deupded 


: | him from mee. And if perhappes thy anger doth pet endure, 
let it be ſatiated vpon the glozy of my gods and poſſeſſions. 
„Alas cruell as thou art, let my vnkappy and poꝛe condition d 
8 " of veg — the , and maue thee fo commiſeration of my t 
| talami⸗ 
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talamities. Chou ſteſt that J am become ſuch an one, that,, 
as a fable to the common people, J am carryed from month , , 
to mouth, whereas my ſeuerall beauties with ſolemne fame , , 
and with ſwete pꝛapſes were wont to be blazoned everte , , 
where. Beginne therefoze gentle Foꝛtune at the laſt to be,, 
pittifull towardes me, becauſe J may wWtth gratefull and re-, , 
uerend titles (my ſelfe enabled iuſtly to pzayſe to thee) incel- , , 
ſantlie honour thy mighty maieſty. A, 
To whoſe pꝛapers if thou doſt open a gratious eare, and, 
wilt not rigoꝛoulſlſp denie the eaſie effectes of ſo reaſonable , , 
demaunde, then foꝛ euer do J vowe (and here withall let the, 
immoztall Goddes beare recozde) to erecte to thw the lively , 5 
Image of my ſelfe,pzeciouſly adozned , and glozioully lette , , 
fozth in euery place and Temple (dedicated and moſt deere „ 
to ther) in token of thy perpetuall honour , and — 
fame. Which with neuer dying memoztall of thy miracu- , 
lous pittie ſubſcribed with theſe woꝛdes (This is Fiammet- | 
ta lifted vppe of Fortune from the deepe pitte of extreme By 
miſerie, to the higheſt toppe of happy ioy)as ſhalbe publi-, 
ſhed to the open ſight and vie we of all the woꝛld. Db howe 
many other things alſo did J often times detlaime with my 
ſelfe, to recount which, would be but a longe and tedious la- 
bour , but all were b2cefelie ended and reſolued into bitter 
| teares, by meanes of which, ſometimes it fell out, that bee- 
ing percefued of other gentle women. and with many com⸗ 
foꝛtable woꝛds cheered vp by them, J was mach againſt my 
will carped to theſe feſtiuall daunces. 

But who would thinke it poſſible(amozous Ladies) that To? h 158 
ſuch anguich and greefe ſhould ſo vſurpe a young Gentlewo ne 
mans heart, that there was nothing, whych conlde not one⸗ miſerable 
lie not make it merrie , but that the fame was an occaſion loouer glad 
of greater ſozrowe , which cannot but ſeeme incredible to but the 
all, though not to mee miſerable woman, that hath pꝛoo⸗ 3 * p 
ved if, doth fale if,and doth know it to be to true. > 
At came to paſſe mante tymes that the weather (accoꝛ⸗ greefe a- 

ding to the ſeaſon of the yere ) being verie whot manpo⸗ —— one 


ther Gentle women and my ſelfe, betauſe we might the vy or an 
Q 3, better iber. 
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better paſſe it away,vpon moſt ſwifte Boates, winged on 
euer ſide with flaſhing Dares , wee plowed the gentle 
waues of the calme Sea, ſinging ſometimes, and with plap⸗ 
ing ſometimes on diners Inſtrumentes, went rowinge 
vp and downe to lecke out ſoilytarie and opacall Rockes, 


deuided from the maine ſhoze,entring ſometimes into hol ⸗ 


lowe caues, at the fotes of ſteepe hilles, made by nature 
it ſelfe , vnder which, (beeing moſt freſhe foz wpnde, and 
cole ſhadowes) wee dyd many tymes ſitte and paſſe away 

the heate of the day, 
The fier of Thele were alas, eſpeciall and chefe remedies offered to 
the minde me,to reft igerate the cozpozall heate of my bodie onelpe, 
dooth not hut they lent me not any ne we caſe of thoſe neuer ceaſing 
cs ſozows,and no extinguiſhment at all of thoſe flames, which 


3 burned my ſoule inwardlie , but dyd ratber bereaue me of 


extetiout ſuch nedefull helpes, becauſe the outward heate being now 


:hinges. palt(which to delicate and tender bodyes is doubtleſſe no 
ſmall annop) by and by a moze ample and fifte place was 
made fo2 amozous and tedious thoughts, which are not one 
lie the pꝛeſeruing matter of Venus flames, but a fozcible (ab 
ſtaunce augmenting the ſame. | 

1Bzing therefoze come to theſe places which wee hadde 
ſought out, and ſhzowding our ſelues vnder them foz our 
refreſhing and delight, we went(whether our mindes dyd 
leade vs) vp and downe, vie wing here and there this com- 
panie and that of poung gentlemen and gentlewomen, with 
covly tropes of which, euerp little Rocke, Banke and ſan- 
die ſhoꝛe, (which were by the ſhadowe of any hill defended 
from the ſcoꝛching heate of the Dunne beames ) not other- 
wyle then a greene Meddowe with fapze and plenteous 
flowers) were almoſt al couered.D what intenſive pleaſure 
and how great a delight is this to the,that haue their hartes 
free from the moleſting paſſions of loue. There might be 
ſcene in many places fay2e tables ſet, and white and fyne 
Diaper clothes ſpꝛed vpon them, and — thinges ſo exquilit- 
ly done, and with ſuch, oꝛnament, magnificence, gloꝛp t coſt, 
that the very ſight onely of them had ſufficient fozce to — 
| | uo 
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noke anp, ones minde, and appetite, were it neuer ſo melan 
colicke demiſſe oꝛ d2wſie,but only mine, which was to much 
ſoked in ſozrowe. There might in other places (as conentent 
time did require, diuers others haue bene ſeene, how mere- 
lie they went to their moꝛning repaſtes, of whome our com 
panie (as wee dyd them againe) with cherrefull countenan⸗ 
ces, and curteous entreaties was inuited to theyz feaſtes 
and ſpoꝛtes. 

But after that wee had (as the reſt alſo) with great feaſtes 
banquett ed our ſelues, and after that (the tables being 
taken away we had daunted certaine Neapolitane rounds, 
and then (after our accuſtomed manner) had embarqued 
our ſelues againe , wee went by and by rowing vppe and 
downe in this creeke,and that Cliffe , wherein certaine ſe⸗ 


trete and by places of the Sea ſhoꝛe, fo the gazing eyes of 


euerp curious and wanfon young Gentleman were ſhew- 
ed delightfull and deſired ſightes, which was: many fapze 


and poung Gentlewomen ſtript into their Mallcoates of 
white Batten without ſleeues, and without hoſe oz ſhoes, 
ſlwimming, and ſollacing themſelues in the cole water. 
And gathering Shel-fiſhe amongeſt theſe cliffes and harde 
{ rockes , in ſtooping downe to take them vppe , did offer 
| tymes diſconer they2 round and ſnowe white balles of their 
delicate and fruitefull bodies. And in ſome places againe 
there were others, who with moze ſubtile and with greater 
| Induſtrie, with trammelles, dꝛagges, flewes, t with all ma⸗ 
ner ok nettes and diuers others y with angles (to the great 
delight of the beholders) and with manie newe deuiſes moze 


and pꝛettie artes, deceiued the ſillie and ſimple fiſhe , But 
what nede J trouble my ſelfe fo declare euery particuler 
paſtime and pleaſure which was pꝛactiſed and taken there? 
Let them (though they goe not thether at all) imagine the 
lpke, that haue exerciſed themſelues, oꝛ haue any vnder- 
ſtanding in ſuch thinges, how many,and of what fozce they 


| are to recreate the minde . And ik they goe thether, when 


they (hall ſe nothing elle, but mirth, and e ay all kind 
of pouthkull diſpoztes. 
24. There 


. 
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There the open mindes of euery one are fre from ſozrow- 
full paſſions, the occaſions of the contrary beeing ſo manie 
and ſo great.that there is ſcarce a e of any demaunde 
among them, 

Jn theſe places J confeſſe(becauſe J would not ſeeme 
to bee deuoyde ol curteſte, and would not be froubleſome to 
the whole companie ) J fooke a viſarde of fayned mirth 
vpon mer, though J was ſtill ſapling with contrarie blaſtes 
of tempeſtuous lwue and enuious Foztune in thoſe Seas 
ofgreefes and cares, in which ſince my Panphilus bis de⸗ 

The ocef Parture J haue confinnally bulled vp and downe . Which 
of the mind thing howe harde it is fo perfozme , they that haue tryed 
is hacdly co it, may giue ſufficient teſtimonie thereof, Foz howe could 3 
ue ted with he merry in mynde,calling to mynde that J had ſometimes 
dane bene Panphilus with me , and my ſelfe alſo without hym 
nunc in lyke paſtimes, whome 3 did nowe by diſtaunce of many 
myles know to be deuyded from me, and beſtdes this with 

out hope to ſe him any moꝛe. Jf J were not troubled with 

any other greele, then oneiy care and veration of minde, 

which continually held me inſuſpence of many things, was 
not this ſufficient enough tohaue conſoũded my ſoule alone: 
And can if otherwiſe be thought, becanſe foz as much as 

tbe feruent deſpꝛe that J had to ſee him, had fo bereaued me 
of my true knowledge and vnderſtanding, that knowing 

aſſuredly that her was not in thoſe places, vet (as though be 

was there indeede ) J did argue in my minde, and, as if this 

bad beene true, without any contradiction J /p2oceeded far- 

ther to ſee, whether J could eſpie him out o2 no, There was 

2 not any Boate,Galley, @hippe,o2Bregandine(of all which 
FS. the Sea coaſtes there was ſo fall, ſapling foꝛth, ſome com⸗ 
ming in, ſome caſting and ſome waping Anker, as the azuze 
ſkye in a clere and froſty night loaden with Golden ftars) 
which J dyd not firſf with myne eyes ſuruey , and after by 
my ſeruauntes ſearch out and knowe whether they went, Þ 
and from whence they tame. 2 
A neuer harde ſound of any inſtrument although J knew th 
him to be ſkilfull in onely one, to the notes 4 tune ok which - m 
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are paſt, and the merry Spꝛingtide with her newe flowers tion of 
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J did firſt giue an attentiue eare, and didde aſter aſke,who 4 
he was that played on it, imagining ſtill, that he might pol⸗ 
fibly be the lame, whom J did ſo carefully ſeeke after. There 
was not any pleaſaunt Rocke, Coole ſhoare, oz ſhaddowed 
Caue, which J bad ſ&ene, noꝛ any company left vnuiſited of 
me, fo ſee if happily J might haue found him. | 
Certes I confeſſe,that ſometimes this vnfapned t vain 
hope did aboliſh a great part of my ſighes, which ſighes, (af- 
ter that it was gone from mee) amaſſed together in the con- 
tauitie of my bꝛaine, whoſe naturall iſſue was to haue bene piammetta 
bꝛeathed fozth, conuerted nowe into bitter & bziniſh teares, her ſighes 
were by the conduits of my ſozrowfull eyes powzed foozth, turoed into 
and ſo the counterfett toyes,were turned into confected and 1 
true anguiſh of mind. tinge 
Dur pleaſant Cittie, ſarpaſſing all other Citties in J- 
talie. that are held famous foz noble feaſtes e royal ſhewes, Naples 
doth not onely exbillirate her Cittizens with generous and 
ſolemne Nuptials,refreſh them with divers werte walkes, 
Cryſtaline Ryuers,delightſome ſea ſands,pleaſant ſhoares, 
and greene bancks, but copious alſo in many godly ſpozts,as 
ſometimes with one publique and ſumptuous ſpectacle, and 


| now with another p2incely and ſolemne ſhow, doth reiopce 


her peoples harts, and ſtir them vppe fo erceeding and gene- 1 
rall gladnes. But amongſt all other paſtymes, in the which ; HY, 

it doth appeare to the woꝛld molt famous, in Tylt and tour - 

ney (which is almoſt daylie exerciſed there) and generally gk 
in all feates of armes, it is chtefely renowned. This there- 1 
foze was wont fo be an auncient cuſtome amongſt vs (after FF. 
that the tempeſttous and ſtoꝛmie blaſts of ſhaking Minter , deſcrip. 


and greene graſſe,hath bꝛougbt againe to the woꝛld her tre- Springride 
paſſed beauties, the vigour alſo and courage of ponge luſtye 
Lo2des and Gentlemenne, being by the quallitie and ſea⸗ 
ſon of the time rekindled, and their amoꝛous hartes moze 
pꝛompt then befoꝛe, to diſcouer their feruent deſires) that at 
the greateſt and moſt ſtately houſes of noble men, p bꝛaueſt 
molt bonourable Ladpes, ſhyning in glittering golde, and a⸗ 
R 1, dozned 


n 


adoꝛned with their moſt pꝛecious and rare Jewels, did with 
theſe, franckly aſſent to mete topfully together. J do not 
thinke , that to beholde King Priam his Daughters in 
Lawe, with many other of the Phrygian Ladyes, when 
attired and beautified in the bꝛaueſt ſozte , they p2eſen- 
ted themſelues, and came befoze. their Father in Lawe,and 
ſoueraigne, to daunce, to feaſt, and to make merry, was 
either a moꝛe rich, oꝛ godl ſight, then foꝛ to ſe in many pla⸗ 
tes ot our Cittie, the maieſticall metinges and bꝛaue aſſcm/ 
blies of teleſtiall demigoddeſſes in p ſame, which, after that 
in fayꝛe troupes they came to the puplike Theaters (euer 
one to the vtmolt of her power, ſhewing ber ſelf moſt b2ane, 
and making her ſelfe moſt beautifall) J doubt not, but if a- 
ny Gentleman ſtranger, but indifferently conceited & iudici- 
ous, had arriued there (hauing conſidered their haughty coũ⸗ 
tenaunces, their noble behauiour, and viewed their coſtly ap⸗ 
parrell and rich oꝛnaments.rather pꝛincelike then conueni⸗ 
ent fo2z manie (nay moſt) Gentle women there, wonlde not 
baue judged them women of this latter age, but would haus 
thought,that ſome of thoſe auncient and maqnificent Ladies 
— beene returned againe to the wozld ; Saping with him⸗ 
E fe, 

Shee fo2 her ſtatelines doth reſemble Semiramis. Thys 
other (gaping on her ſumpfuous apparrell and Jewelles) 
woulde rather bee deemed Cleopatra, An other (conſidering 
her courtlie and louelie graces) he would haue compared fo 
faire Hellen. And another (viewing well her geſture and 


ſwete actions in his mind) he would affirme not to bee vn⸗ 


like to Qutene Dido, Wherefoze pꝛoctede J thus in compae 
riſon of them all. Euerp one by her ſelfe would rather ſeeme 
a diuine maieſtie, then any humaine matter. And bow often 
times haue J (miſerable Momanne) befoze J had loſte my 
Panphilus, hearde many yonge Gentlemen deſkant vppon 
my lelfe, contending fo whither of theſe two J might haue 
beene beſt compared: To the Uirgine Polixena,oz to Venus 

of Cipres. 
Dome of them ſaying, that it was to much to compare 
mee 


d * 
| 
. - 
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me to a Goddeſſe, and others alledging the conkrarp, ſapde, 
that it was too little to reſemble me to an earthly andmoz- 
tall woman. There was not amongſt ſo great and noble cõ- 
pany ante of them remaining long in thetr places,noz graue 
lence was kept there. 

But the olde and auncient Gentlemenne ryling vppe fo 
beholde the luſty pong Gentlemenne, howe louingly ſome of 
them (taking the coy Gentlewomen by their delicate hands 
to daunce) did amozouſly diſcourſe with them accozding to 


the deſires of their fancies, and howe otherſome wyth tuned 


voice, and melodious inſtrument deſciphered the effectes of 
his amoꝛous paſſions. And in this ſozt was the hoteſt parte 
of the day ſpent in all manner ok noble (poztes, and glee that 
might be deuiſed. 


And after that the Sunne hath once begun fo ſend foꝛth A deſcripti- 


his beames coler then befoze,then do the honourable Pꝛin⸗ on of Au- 


tes of our Auſonian kingdome mete together in that habit, 


as their high eſtate doth require. Mho (after that they haue 
behelde the diuine graces of euery Ladye, and fedde theyz 
are&die eyes with euery Gentlewomans beautie, and mars 
ked well their dauncing, comending ſome mo2e, ſome lefle, 
but all generally,going away with almoſt all the Knightes 
and Gentlewomenne (as well maryed , as vamaried men) 


after a little while in great and moſt bꝛaue companies, with 


rich and new faſhioned apparrell,and cleane contrary to the 
reſte, with Paſques, and other godly ſhewes they returne 


backe againe. 
What tongue is tbere, be it neuer ſo famous foz golden 


eloquence, and choyſe woꝛds, oꝛ witt, neuer ſo much commẽ⸗ 
ded foꝛ excellent ſentences x exquiſite inuention, that coulde 
perfective oz perticulerlpe ſette downe the Noble and go2- 
geous Pabittes, and the ſundzpe bꝛaue ſutes of apparrell, 
(as pleaſaunt foz varietpe, as wonderfull foz magnifi- 
cence) which was ſeene there? 

Not Homer tertes, ſo woozthy amongſt the Grecians, 
no2 Virgil ſo bighly pꝛaiſed of the Latines, which with tate 
ly verſe did wzite p infinit nn Wa a 

2. of 


me. 


Italy. 
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bothe thoſe noble menne, and which the Grecians, Troy, 
ans and Italians, had of yoze in their open warres, pziuate 
peace, and ſtratagemes. J will therefoze endeuour to make 
a b2cefe relation of them to thoſe Nomen, who did openlye 
neuer ſee the perfozmed, which deſcription ſhall not ſo vain, 


Ip be inſerted in this my pittifull diſcourſe, e not fo ſo ſmall. 


purpoſe, but that the wiſer ſoꝛt of Women, may compꝛehend 
my ſozrow bepond any womans paſt oz pꝛeſent, to be with- 
out pauſe oz relaxation ſtill continuated : ſince that with the 
admirable dignity of ſo many p2incely ſhowes 4 rare ſights, 
it coulde not by any merrpe meane (were it neuer ſo little 


ae time) bee bꝛoaken from that cleaning and cloping greefe, J 


c ſay therefoze (to come to the matter)that our noble Pꝛinces 
4c and valiant Lo2ds , were mounted vppon Courſers of Na- 


« © ples, and Spaniſh Gennets, ſo paſſing ſwift in running, that 


«« anie other beaſt whatſoeuer, pea the very winds themſelucs 
<< (although they made neuer ſo much ſpede) they woulde in 
<< conrſe (inuiſible almoſt) leaue behind. 

ec Whoſe pouth and luſty yeres, comely fauour, and ap- 
c pꝛoued magnanimitie and courage, made them paſſing gra- 
cc fious, and renowned in euerp Gentlewomans eye mouth. 
s £ They came pꝛauncing foꝛward on their barded hoꝛzſes, with 
ai capariſons of purple and crymoſin Sattin, curiouſly embꝛo⸗ 
cc dered with fine thꝛeddes of ſhyning Gold, and with clothe of 
cc the ſame artifictallp wouen by Indian handes, with ſtrange 
«<< wozkes of diuers colours, intermingled,filled and bozdered 
c with Gold, pearle,and pꝛecious ſfones, Whoſe ſilken ſofte, 
cc and lonely locks, hanging downe vppon their ſtatelp ſhoul⸗ 
c ders, were tyed round about with a fine billement of Golde, 


_ cc beſette with Diamonds, Rubyes,and Emeraulds, and with 


cc manyotber gemmes, oꝛ els with a little Garlande of greene 


& diſcripti- Laurell, hauing on his left hand a light ſhield, and bearing a 
on of Tylt ffrong Launce in his right hand, at ſound of Tuſcane trum⸗ 
uc eiuoco pets making furious and couragious entounters eyther one 
much ved Agar another, oꝛ many againſt many, after the Mo2yſco 
of the Spa- guiſe, but generally in the moſts bꝛaue and admirable ſoꝛte, 


befoze the noble Ladics and Gentlewomen beginne they? 
beropcall 


* . 
y hy. 
* 
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heroptall ſpoꝛts. Commending him moſt, who with þ point 1:alians and 
of his Launce caryed neereſt to the grounde, and cloſely cou- ares. LY" 
ched vnder his ſhielde, without any diſozdered motion of his Wl | 
body in the (addle,did ſhewe himſelle in running on his fle- 2 ? 4 | 
ry ſfeede. 35 MP! 
To ſuch kind of feaſtes and pleaſaunt ſhewes, as J was 14 
euer wont (pooze and miſerable Fiammetta) J was alſo in- ? ? 
uited,and certes not without great are&fe vnto mee, becauſe ? ? 
beholding theſe paſtimes,if came to my minde, that J hadde ? 
whilome ſeene my Panphilus ſifting amongſt our moꝛe aun- ? 2 
cient and renerende olde Gentlemenne, to beholde ſuch like 2 
ſpectacles: whoſe ſufficiencie (accozding to the admirable o | 
grauitie of his youth)deſerued ſo high a place. And ſomtimes » C 
ſtanding (as pong Pretextatus amongſt the noble and graue 
Denato2s of Rome) with the fozeſayde robed Knightcs, to 
iudge of theſe paſtimes, amongſt whom, one foz his autho- > » 
rity was like vnto Sceuola, another foz his grauitie to ey- ? » 
ther of the Catos,and ſome of lo pleaſant and delectable cofi- ? » 
tenaunces, that they ſemed Pompey the great, oz Marcus 
Marcellus, and others of ſo ſterne and martialliokes , that 
they ſeemed liuely to repꝛeſent the wozthy Affricane Scipio ? » 
o Quintus Cyncinnatus: al the which equally,and eagerlic ? » 
. beholding the running of eucry one, and calling fo minde ? » 
theyꝛ yong and luſty paſſed perres, pꝛicked to the quick wifh 2 » 
glozy of honour and courage, and muttering and frefting fo ? » 
themſelues, ſometimes commended one, and ſometimes an- ? » 
other, Panphilus affirming all their ſayings, and allowing ? » 
they2 cenſures. Df whom ſometimes J beard, howe he com- ? » 
pared(falking of this and that, now with one, and now with ? » 
another) and howe be reſembled all thoſe valiaunt Champi- ? » 
ons that didrunne,fo the yong and old renowned Heroes of ? » 
the other wozlds, | 23 
. Showedereathing was this to my eares, as well foz ? » 
him that ſpake it, as fo2 them that attentiuely gaue eare vn- ? » 
to it, and alſo foz my Ciftizens ſake,of whom it was ſpoken. ? » 
So much trulp, that the remembzaunce thercof,is yet verte ? » 
| gratefull vnfomee, Df our yong P2tnces, whoſe heroycall ? » 
R Js counte- 


© 
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c connfenaunces bewꝛaid their hardy and couragicus minds, 
ce he was wont to ſay,that one was like to Arcadius of Par- 
c thenope, of whom it is repozted,and firmely belteued, that 
c none came better appointed, and moꝛe reſolute fo the de- 
cc traction of Thebes,at what time his mother ſent him the- 
cc ther,beeing but a yong pouth. The next after be confeſſed to 
c he like ſwerte Aſcanius, of whom Virgill (a ſinguler recoꝛde 
cc of ſo bꝛaue a youth) wꝛot ſo many golden verſes . Compas 
cc ring the third to Deiphobus, and the fourth foz beautye to 
c Ganimedes, 

.«< Mhencomming to thoſe of ryper age, that folowed theſe, 
cc he gaue them no leſſe perfect and pleaſant ſemblannces. Foz 
cc there might you ſee one comming along, with a ruddy co⸗ 
c [our and a red beard, and with ſoft,buſhy, and cryſped locks 
cc falling downe vppon his ſtrong and ſlightly ſhoulders, and 
cc (no other wiſe then Hercules was wont fo haue) bounde bp 
c with a fine little garland of grene leaues, apparrailed with 
c coltly garments of ſilke, occtupping no moze rome, then the 
& jaſt quantitie of his bodye , garniſhed with ſundzp bꝛaut 
„ wozkes w2ought with ſkilfull hande,with a Mantle vppon 
cc his right ſhoulder, faſtened together with a button of Gold, 
c and with a faire and rich ſhielde conering his left ſide, and 

c carrying in his ryght hand a light ſpeare,as was moſte fitte 

(4 foz that ſpoꝛt, whom be ſaid, that he was in geſture and coins 
cc tenaunce, like to great Hector. After whom an other coming 
c along, adozned in like Habits, and with as ſtoute a counte- 
c naunce as the other, hauing caſte bp the golden fringed boz- 
c der of his Mantle vppon his ſhoulder, with his lefte bande 
c cunningip managing his bnruly hoꝛſe, hee iudged an other 
cc Achilles, Another folowing him, ſhaking his thꝛeatninge 
c £ Lannce,and carrying his targe behind his back, hauing bys 
« « ſoft hapꝛe tyed together with a fine vayle (giuen him per⸗ 
cc haps ot his Ladie) be called Proteſilaus. After whome ano- 

cc ther folowing with a fine Matte on his head, of a bzowne to⸗ 


« c [our in his face, and with a long bearde, and of a fierce coun | 


4c tcnaunce,he called Pyrrhus. 


44 And another after him with a moze milde a 
| 
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ol their Launces tarrped ſo euen as they ſtemed to ſhawe the 
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with a ſweete and (meth face, and moze go2giouſly adoꝛned , 


then the reſt, he thought to reſemble parris of Troy, oz king , 
Menelaus. 27 
Mhat nede J pꝛolong my narration about this royall , , 
ranck any further. Jn bziefe,as they paſſed in that long and , 
goodly company,he ſhewed who was like to Agamemnon, „„ 
who to Aiax,who to Vliſſes, who to Diomedes, f o2 to any 0-,, 
ther Grecian, Troyan,oz Latine, woozthy of eternall p:ayſe , , 
and memo2y. Nepther did he giue them theſe names merre- , , 
ly ot his owne pleaſure, but conferring and confirming bys , , 
arguments with acceptable reaſons about the manner of „, 
theſe paragoned Lo2ds,did ſhew that they were duelp and , 
woozthely compared vnto them, Wherefoz2e the hearing of, , 
theſe reaſons was noleſle pleaſant, then to (& the very ſame , , 


| perſonnes by whome and fo: whome hee ſpake and framed , 


The gallant troupe therefoꝛe of Poꝛſemen, alter ryding „ 
th:ee o2 foure times with eaſie pace vppe and down,fo ſhew , , 
themlelues to the lokers on, couragiouſly beganne they? > , 


| flerce courſes,and ſtanding almoſt right vppe in they? ſty2- , » 


rops,bzauely couched vnder their Targets, with the points , 


grounde,ſwiffer then the ſwifteſt winde their hozles tarrp⸗ 


golden belles, that euery hoꝛſe was almoſt trapped withall, 
the noyſe alſo of Trumpets , and of other martiall inſtru⸗ 5 
ments, the flapping and (myting of ö capariſons againſt the * 


hoꝛſes ſides,and of their baſes in the ayꝛe, and the fiyttering | 2 


of theyꝛ Mantles alſo againſt the winde, did pꝛick on — 
lier y ſteedes, to a moze hote,bzauer,ſwifter, and moze tou; 
ragious courſe. 

And thus euerp one wyth greate delight and WY. * 
tinually bebolding them, and marking the oꝛder of theyz „ 


| courſes, they made themſelues to bee woozthely admyzed, , 


and not vnweozthely pꝛapſed in the ſecrete e and open, , 
moatbes of all the (pectatozs: 


The order 
of thoſe 


ed them away, And the ayꝛe reſounding with the ſhoofes of 1 ae recog 
| the people that ſfoode by, and the tangling of the fuer and | 


Hog 
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p; 8 Howe many Ladies and Gentle women (ſome one le. 
575 c ing her Yuſbande amongſt theſe heere, another her Loner, 
[7 ©c and ſome their neere Kinſmen) did J ſer many time clappe 
cc their hands, and moſt highly reiopce at the derteritie & cou- 
<< rage of their freendes? Not a fewe truely . And not onelpe 
ca theſe,but ſtraungers alſo : my ſelfe onely excepted : who(al- 
<< though J ſawe my Yuſbande there, and other of my kindzed 
4 with him) with ſozrowfoll che&re did beholde him, not ſeeing 
4 my Panphilus there, And when J remembzed how farre off 
«© he was from me. * 

Alas god Ladyes, is not this a mernailous thing, that 
that which J ſee, ſhould be the materiall cauſe and ſubſtante 
of my ſoꝛrow? And that nothing may make me merry. Alas 
what ſoule is there in hell, neuer ſo much tozmented wyth 
endles papne, that ſceing theſe thinges, coulde not but fele 
ſome reſpectiue top 4 Why,not one at all( J think.) Foꝛ they 
rauiſhed with the [wetneſſe of Orpheus his harpe, foꝛgotte 
fo2 a time their cruell paines and toꝛments. But J, ſette in 
the mids of a thouſand toꝛments, and placed amongſt a thou 
ſande iopes, and confinually exerciſed in many and ſund2ye 
kinds of (pozts, cannot (A ſay) burte my griefe in momen⸗ 
fary obliuion, noꝛ aſſwage and lighten it, be it neuer ſo little 
a while. And put caſe that ſometimes at thoſe feaſtes, t ſuch 
like, haue with an vnfained and true tountenaunce hidde 
it, and haue giuen reſpect to my tedious ſighes, in the night 
afterwards, when A did finde my ſelfe all alone, J did pꝛo⸗ 
long, not pgroon any part of my teares, but didde powze out 
rather ſo many of them, as the day befoze J had ſpared, and 
kept in ſcalding ſighes. And theſe thinges induking mee to 

_ _ moze penſine and percing thoughts, and eſpecially in conſis 
dering their vanities, moꝛe apt and poſſible to hurte, then to 
helpe, as by pꝛofe of them J do manifeſtly knowe, the feaſte 
beeing fmiſhed, and my ſelfe going from it, and not wpthout 
cauſe complayning and waxing angrye againſt theſe vayne 
N and all other wozldlp ſhowes, J beganne thus 

to lap. 

Oh bo we happy is chat innocent man, who — « 

e 


. i S — Y 1 
i 8 - 


arfforous Fiammetta s-. 69 7 
the ſollitarie village, enioping onely the open ayze 2 Who The ptayſe 
employing his ſole care and labour to inuent ſubtill ginnes _ ſolitary 

fo2 ſimple beaſtes, and to make nettes foz vnwarie birdes, "* N 


with grerfe of mynde can neuer be wounded, And ik per- ? ? 9 
happes he ſuffer any great wearines in his body in caſting ?* ? 11 
bim ſelfe downe vpon the grerne graſſe,incontinently be rc- ?? 4 


freſhetd him ſelfe againe, chaunging his place ſometimes in? 
the freſhe riner bankes, and ſometimes vnder the cole ſha⸗ 
dowe of ſome great wode, where the chirping birdes with 
thepꝛ pꝛettie ſonges, and the ſofte trembling of the greene ? ? 
leaues, (haken by ſome pleaſaunt, and little wynde, as ſtay ? ? 
ing themſelues to harken to their ſiluer notes) lull him wet 

lie a fleepe, 8 
Ah Fozfune haddeſt thou graunted me ſuch a lyfe , (to ? ? 
whome thy deſired giftes are but a cloging care, and detri⸗ ? 
ment, ) it bad been better foꝛ me. Alas how my high Palaces, ? ? 
ſumptuous beddes, treaſure , and great familie any thing ? ? 
p:ofitable,andhow little pleaſaunt vnto me, when my mind 
ſurcharged with ouer much anxyetie, and wandzing in vn- ? ? 
knowen countries after Panphilus,cannot haue any ſmall ? ? 
reſt, noʒ when any comfoztable reſpiration may be grauted ? ? 
to my wearied and bzeathleſſe ſouls 2 Oh eue delightfull ?, 
and gratious a thing is it, to pꝛeſle the greene and ſweet ban 
kes of the (wift running riuers, with a quiet and free mind, 
and vpon the naked furfes fo fetche a ſound and vnb2oken ? ? 
lepe,which the glyding riuer with murmuringe bubles ? ? 
and pleaſaunt noyſe, without feare doth nouriſhe and main ? ? 
taine, Theſe eaſes are without any grudge ,graunted to the ? ? 
pooꝛe inhabitaunt of the countrie village freely fo eniope, ? 
and are a great deale moze to be deſired then thoſe toyes, ? ? 
which with many flattering wozds J haue often times faw- » » 
ned on, and haue with ſuch dilligent and daily care embza- » » 
ted. (as the fine dames of the Citties vſe commonly to do,) » » 
and which at laſt with the careleſſe coyle of the tumultuous » » 
familte o2 negligentlte bzoken, Mis bunger(if at any time » 

perhappes if pꝛicke him (with geathering of Apples in the » » 

fapthfuil and ſecure woodes, her 5 dzinc away, and my. 2 
1. £ 


— _ : — 


; 


The fourth booke of 


c c nie young and tender herbes , which the wyde Champaig- 


cc nes,02 little hilles of theyꝛ owne fre will bzing fozth, are 
cc alſo a moſt ſauoꝛie and (weete ſuſtenaunte vnto him. Dh in 
cc how many running bꝛokes, Chziſtalpne fountaines, and 
cc (weefe waters, lping downe all along may bee quench his 
cc thyʒſte, and with the hollowe of his hande in cleere and ſtre⸗ 
c ming riuers: ah wicked and pinching care of wozldlings,foz 
cc whoſe ſuſtentation nature doth requirebut little, æ doth pꝛe 
cc pare light things. Ne thinke with the infinite number and 
4c ſundꝛie ſoꝛts of delicate vyandes to fill the gourmandiſe of 
<< gur bodies, and to pleaſe our queaſte appetites, not percey- 
cc uing at all, that in them there lie hidden the very cauſes ,by 
c meanes of which the o2dinate humozs and god bloode are 
cc ener moꝛe coꝛrupted, then nouriſhed. | 

«cc And how many times in cuppes of gold and ſiluer, rich 
cc lie garniſhed with gemmes and p2ectous ſtones, in ſtede of 


4 ſete and delicious wines, do we daily heare that colde 


c and ſwelling poyſonnes are taſted, and do howerly ſee, that 
«« in hotte wines and compound dꝛinckes, licentious, vnbꝛide⸗ 
tc [cd and wicked luſt is dꝛunke and thzowen headlong down, 
© © Whereupon,commonly they fall by meanes of theſe into a 
c ſuperfluous ſecuritie: which by wicked woꝛdes , oz damned 
c deedes,doth bꝛinge to them a miſerable lpfe, oz dooth 
t pape them home with a moſt contemptible death , ſeeing 
ec mo2eoner by datly pzofe , that theſe kinds of vnkinde 
<< benerages make the dzinkers bodies in a great deale wozs 


Pocticall ſer, and moꝛe miſerable caſe then ſtarke madde The Satire: 
conceites, Faunes, Driades, & aiades, and the Nimphes keepe him faith 


**© full and ſimple compeny. 

4 Her doth not knowe what Venus dooth meane , noz 
© cannof ſkyll of her byfozmed Sonne: And if he doth per- 
lebe knowe her, hee perceiueth her beantie fo bee but 
bale, and little ampable. Nome (alas) would it had pleaſed 
the Goddes, that J had lykewiſe neuer knowen it, and that 
2 85 ſimple and plapne tompanp.) J bad lrued a ruſti⸗ 

Us tall and rude lyfe to my elfe all alone. 

Then ſhould theſe vncurable greets haue bene far from 10 
whic 
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which J now ſuſtaine, and my ſoule, together with my moſt The pompe 
holy name, ſhould not haue cared , noz deſired fo ſee theſe 2f*b<v2714 


liketo the 
winde, 


woꝛldly pompes and feaſtes, lpke to the flying windes and 
vaniſhing ſmoke in the arꝛe, noꝛ (if it had (ene them) ſhould | 5 
haue bene ſo full of anguiſhe and ſoꝛrowe as now it is. The 
deſire of bygh and pzincely towers, of rich andſumptaous | * 
houſes,of great families, and coſtly traynes, ot fapze and de 
licate beddes, of ſhining cloathes of golde and ſiluer, of pam- | 
pered, pꝛoude, and ſwifte hoꝛſes, and of a thouſand other ſu * 
perfluities of nature, dwth neuer diſturbe his temperate | * 
mindeẽ, noꝛ clogges his heart with buderning and burning 
care to keepe them. Not accompanied, noz ſought after of 
wickeymen,he doth without feare liue in quiet and ſeque- „ 

d places, and without ſeeking doubtfull reſt in high and 
ately lodginges, doth demaunde onely the open ayze and 15 
light fo2 his repoſe. 

And of the manner of his lyfe the wyde firmament is a 
manpfeſt and cont inuall wit neſſe. Oh how much is this life 
nowe a daycs vnknowen, and lyke an enemie eſcheued and 
contemned ot cuery one, whereas it ſhould be rather as rt 
deerclt and ſweeteſt content followed and embzaced of all. 
Lracly J ſuppoſe that the fyꝛſt age of the wo2ld lyued in?? 
this ſoꝛte, which peeſe-meale bꝛought foozth Goddes and EY 
men. 

There is no lyfe (alas) moꝛe fr, noꝛ moze deuopde a 8 
byce,o2 better then this; the which our firſt fathers enioped, 
and with which alſo he is this day of all ethers belt conten⸗ 
ted, Who abandoning the opulent and vicious Citties, inha-.?? 
byteth the pꝛiuate and peateable woodes. O what a wozlde ? ? 
had it bene , if Iupiter had neuer dꝛiuen Saturne awale, ? *. 
and if the Golden age had contynued ſtyll vnder a chaſte ? ? 
_ lawe, becauſe we might all lyue like to our pꝛimitiue pas ? ? 
rentes of the firſt wozlde. hy 
Alas, whoſoeuer he be, that doth this day obſcree the firſt 2” 
and auncient riches, euen he (J ſap) is not inflamed with the ? ? 
blynde rage of hapleſſe and helpleſle Venus as J am, noꝛ be, ?? 
who bath reſolued with hm ſelke to dwell in Woodcs, ? 
DI 2, ye, 
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12 e hilles, oꝛ dales, was euer ſubiect to any carefull kingdome, 
5770 cc not to the wauering wynde of the vntonſtant populare, not 
4 to the ſuffrages, oppinions, and cenſures of the trothleſſe 
c © common people, not the infections plagues and enuious pel- 
e's cc tilences,no2 to the frayle fauonr alſo of blind and tncon- 
is | cc ſiderate Fo2tune,in all which my ſelfe (hauing put to much 
cc truſt, loue, and ſtudie, in the middeſt of the waters like Tan 
gc talus) do dye with endleſſe thirſte. To little thinges great 
e reſt is afoꝛded, although it bee a barde matter without the 
| c greater to be able to ſuſtaine p lyfe.But he, whoſe thoughts 
| c are turmopled about great thinges, oz doth deſire fo oner- 
cc rule great matters:the ſame man (J ſay)doth euermoꝛe fol- 
What Abe lowe the vaine honours of bading riches . And highe ſtyles, 
_ arethat fol and magnificent titles, pleaſe foz the moſt part falſe and 
lor gs. —— apr yo he is free from feare, and doubt, and can 
"not decerne of the malicious man, ſwelling in rancour x can 
2M "cred enuie „ no2 of the backbiter by his venemous tongue 
« c and viperous feth, who dwelleth in the ſimple and ſolita- 
5 rie woodes and feelds. And is alſo ignoꝛaunt of the ſundzte 
ö i c hatreds, and incurable woundes of loue, and the abhomina ⸗ 
8 1 - ble ſinnes of the people committed one againſt an other in 
cc the Citties, and liueth without feare of bꝛeach of lawes,and 
| " cleere of ſuſpicion to be guiltie of rpottes, and mutinies, and 
1 ©* beateth not his bꝛanes fo foꝛge fayned tales and fo vſe de- 
$5 " ceiffull wozdes , which are notes to entrappe men of pure 
4 bh faith and plapne dealing. But the other, while he is alofte, is 
294 « c neuer without feare,o2 perrill , ſuſpecting continually the 
14 verie ſame ſwoꝛd, that he weareth by his ſide. Oh how god 
Ns "a thing is it to reſiſt naked, and lying vpon the ground, ſe- 
, curelie to take his ſuſtenaunce? Neuer oꝛ ſeldome at all, did 
«capital o2 great ſinnes enter into little cotages . At the 
"firſt there was no care taken fo2 golde, no2 the holy fone, 
© N02 God Terminus, was ſct a bounde 02 Arbyter to deupde 
U. OOF * feeldes from feldes, and ſeueralles from commons. With 
Mo « tall and ſtout chippes they plowed not the vnknowen wa⸗ 
"1.,.4.98 © ues of the Sea, but euerp one dpd knowe his pꝛoper coaſtes 
N. wp "and bankes, Noz with ſtronge piles of timber, with deepe 
þ.1- : diches, 
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ditches, high walles,frong bulwarkes, and rampires dyd , 


they foztifle and compaſſe about the ſides of they2 Citties, , , 
no2 cruel! weapons and ruſtie armour were ſcoured bp and , 
made readie to fight, oꝛ bozne of warriers in thoſe daies, nei , 
ther had they any Cnginnes , oz denelliſhe deuiſes which „ 
(with great pittie) might ruinate ſtonie walles , and e 44 
Iron gates in peeces. 

And if there was perhappes amongeſt them any little , 
warre, with naked bꝛeſt, and vnarmed arme they fought it, 


out, in which the bzoken bowes of trers, and ſtones ſerued 


them fo2 theyꝛ weapons and pellets. No2 the fine and light |. oo 
ſpeare of hoꝛne was armed with Iron, noꝛ the ſtabbing dag⸗ 
ger, trenching ſwozde,and murdering rapper were gpat to, 
any ol theyꝛ backes, oꝛ fide: Noz the buſhy creſt, and pꝛowd Js 
plume of colloured wauing feathers dyd adozne the gliffe- |, 
ring helmettes , and that which in theyz happy daies was 3 
the happyeſt thing of all „was „that Cupid was not yet 
boꝛne, whereby the chaſt mynds(violated afterwards with 5 
his poploned dartes, when he firſt began to flie with ſwifte * = 
winges thozowe the wozlde ) might liue ſecurely and free 
from all toꝛmenting thonghtes, Ah J would the Gods bad, 
giuen me fo ſuch a woꝛld, the people whereofrontent with 50 
a little, and fear ing nothing, followed onely their wilde and | 
and ſauadge appetites, 

And that of ſo man p great gods, and felicities, that they 


33 


enioped, J had not poſſeſſed any other, then not be moleſted * * 


with fo greenons lone , no2 to feele fo many ſmotheringe |, 
ſighes, as now J am, t do now feele,then ſhould A haneliued | | 
a moze happy life then now J do in this pꝛeſent age, ful of ſo * 
many poiſoned pleaſures, vnpꝛofitable oꝛnãents : ſhadowed * 


99 
37 


pompe . Alas that the wicked furie of gaine, x auarice, that Mutztion; 
headlong and enraged wꝛath, and that thoſe mindes, which of ages. 

ok themſelues kindled lothſome luſte, and voilated theſe firſt , , 
bondes, ſo holy and eaſie to be kept (ginen of nature her , , 


ſelfe to her people,) And that the thyꝛſt after rule (a bloodie „ 
Dnnne) came nowe in plate, and that the weaker became a , , 


p2ay to the greater and moꝛe might ie: Sardanapalus tame , 
D 3- now 


"ke 


Looue the byte with them. And with theſe afozeſayd Fiendes the Cap 
worker of tapne and wozker of all miſch&fe and the onely artificer of 
all iſchefe, all ſinnes entred alſo ( diſſolufe and. vnbzydeled Looue J 
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cc nowe in, and firſt of all made Venus (though of Semiramis it 
c was made moze dillolute)moze deintie and delicate, and 
cc then to Bacchus and Ceres pꝛeſcribed new o2ders , and tu⸗ 
cc ffomes neuer knowen of them befoze. 


«cc Then came in alſo warlike Mars, who found out newe 
- © « fleights,and a thouſand :noztall wayes to death, And then al 


ce the woꝛld beganne to be contaminated with blacke goare, 


cc andthe Sea fo be fainted with redde riuers of blode runs 


cc ning into it. Then moſt wicked crymes entred into cuerie 
c gnehis bouſe,+ in bzcefe there was no great oz deteſtable ſin 
c perpetrated without ſome foꝛmer aud foule example befoze, 
cc Bꝛother killed bzofher,the father the ſonne , and the ſonne 
cc the father. The huſband lay ſlaine foꝛ the faulte, and many 
cc times by tbe pꝛoper facte of his wife . And wicked mothers 
cc deſtroyed daily their owne fruite. The infinite crueltie, an 
tc endlefſe enuie of ſtepdames, whych continuallte, ſecretelie 
cc 02 openlie they beare to their huſbandes childzen, J neede 
<< not to alleadge,becauſe thevꝛ effcctes, are manpfeſtlie ſane 
c c at all times and places. 


cc MRitchestherefoze bzought Pꝛpde, Auarice , Lecherie, 
cc {Uzath, Gluttonie, Enuie and Slothe , and every other 


, meane , ) by whoſe continuall ſieges lapde fo myſerable 
myndes , infinite Citties ruinated and burnte , doo pet 
ſmoake, and foʒ whome all nations haue made moꝛtall vp⸗ 
. rozes, and doo pet bꝛople in the lamentable and endlecſle 
warres. 
And the caerwhelmed and dzowned kingdomes by his 
' cruell tyꝛannie, doo yet oppꝛeſſe many people. And concea- 
„ ling all his other execrable effectes, let thoſe onelp, which 
ber vleth towardes meer, ſuffiſe ſoʒ a manyfeſt crample of his 
- mercileTe miſcheefe and craeltie, which do ſo ſharpely- en⸗ 
 nironne me on every ſide,that J cannot turne mp minde 


to no other thing, but onely to tbe greeuous obiectes of bys 


cc (other 
Diſcourſi ng 
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Diſtourſing thus with my ſelfe, ſometimes J thought that, 
that which J dyd, was wicked in the fight of the inſt Gods, 
and my paynes were annoyous to me without compare. 
But manp greater offences tommitted in tymes paſt, and 
daily pꝛactiſed by others, made mie (in reſpect of them) ſeme 
but innocent, and the conſideration of thoſe paynes, which 
others endured, (although J belened that none paſſed the 


$ [yke gre&fe as J dyd, ſeeing my ſelfc not to bee the firſt, noz 


one alone)dyd ſo wozke in my vnderffanding , that J be- 
tame the ſtronger to ſuffer my owne: The which J p2ay the 
Goddes determine with haſty death, o2 elſe dzine them a- 
way with Panphilus his ſpedy returne. Thus therefoze pit 
tileſſe Foꝛtune, foꝛthis kinde of lyfe, 02 rather foꝛ a wozſe 
then this,hath lefte mee but (mall comfozte as pon) pittifull 
Ladyes)baue heard, 

Which conſolation vnderſtand it not ſuch, that it was a- 
ble fo make mee foꝛget my ſoꝛrow (as ethers commonly are 
wont to dw, )foz this dyd but onely ſtoppe my teares (ready 
to fall out of mine eyes) and did ſometimes indeede diſſolue 
my lighes into nothing, without afozding me neuerthelcſſe 
any o ther benefit, Pꝛoſecuting therefoze the pittifull biſtozp 
of my painefall lyfe, J ſaye, that herefofoze with many o- 
ther young gentle women, adoꝛned with ſingulcr beautie, 3 
was neuer wont to omitte any great feaſt in our Cittie, 03 
which was celebzated in our diuine temples: the which ſo⸗ 
lemnities, feaſts and triumphes without my pꝛelence, the td 


panp did account but little woꝛth, e thought them leſſe bean 


tified. Which times appointed ſoꝛ the my waiting women 
duelp knowing to be at hand, were very diligent to ſolicite 
and put me in minde of them: and others of my maides alſo, 
obſeruing their olde oꝛder in laying foꝛth, and making ready 
my noble garmẽts, ſometimes ſaid to me: with what gown , 
may it pleaſe pou( god Madam) to adozneyour ſelfe. Fo2 the 
lolemnitie of ſuch a feaſt is to be cele bꝛated this day in the , 
femple, which doth attend pour comming ſoꝛ the onely beu⸗ * 
tifx ing and accompliſhment of it. Co whom (alas) J remem hs 
ber p ſometimes with an angry voice taufere countenance „, 

84. turning 


The cundobonkend. 


A troubled (turning furiouſly to the againe,no otherwiſe then a taſky 
minde ca- Peare doth to a company ofbarking Curres) J anſwered 


reth not 


goe bra 


ue, 


to 


ſaying. Packe hence the vyleſt parte of my houſe, and carry 
« « away theſe oznamentes from my ſigbt.A ſimple & pooze gar 
« ment is molt fitte to couer this miſerable bodie, noꝛ let not 
« c me here pou any moꝛe talke of temples, feaſtes, and ſol- 


« lemnities, ił yon eſteeme of my fauour at all. Dh how many 


« « tymes dyd A yet perteine well enough , that thoſe temples 
were viſited of many noble perſonages, who came thether, 
rather to ſe me,the fo any great deuotion, not eſpying me 
there, greeued as it were in mind, went from thence againe, 
generally affirming that the feaſt was diſhonoured, and not 

to be called a feaſt without my pꝛeſence there. But al⸗ 


though that J refrayned thus from them, yet ſometimes en 
treated, and conſtrapned J muſt nedes in companie of o 


ther noble Ladpes my acquaintaunce and companions goe 
to them: with whome (but ſimply apparelled in my 02ding- 
rie holiday atfy2c)vnwillingly(the Goddes knowe) J went 
thether. 
And there dyd not loke foz any ſollemne and high place 
(as J was wont to doo) but refuſing the honours offered vn 
to mie, Jbumbly betoke my ſelfe to the loweſt places a/ 
mongſt other gentle women of meaner calling and degre, 
And there harkening to manie ſpeeches ſometimes of one, 
and ſometimes of an other, which ſecrete greefe (as well as 
J could) J paſſed away the tyme that J ſtaped there. Yowe 
many times (alas) did J heere them, that ſat neereſt vnto me 
talke of mee, ſaping. 
Oh what a great maruaile is it to ſ& this young Gen. 
*© tlewoman ( the ſingular oꝛnament of our Cittie) become 
noh of late of ſo demiſſe an abiect a minde? Mhat dinine 


_< © ſpirit hath inſpirdd ber? Where are her noble robles? where 


** are her high and ſtately countenaunces? And whether are 
her rare andſurpaſſing beauties fledde? To which words (i 
*< lawfully A migbt) 3 . anſwered. All theſe things 
„ with many other moꝛe, (derer to me then theſe , ) Panphi- 


©© lus(aþ my iniurious Patiphilus ) bath caryedaway w 
\ 


pt 
bym 


| 
| 
f 
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f 
( 
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bim. And compaſſed about there with many Gentlewomen, 
and impoztunatlie vꝛged with many queſtions, with a fap- 
ned chere and countenance,of neceſſity J mult ſatiſfy them 
all. But one of the Gentlewomen amongſt the reſte, with 
theſe ſtinging woꝛds beganne tomoue mee, ſaying. Thou , , 
makeſt me (Lady Fiammetta) and mante other Gentlewo⸗ , 
menne moꝛe, neuer ceaſe to maruaile af the, not knowing 53 
what ſuddatne-occaſion bath moued thee to foꝛſake thy riche , 
attire, thy Jewels, gemmes, and oznamets, and many other  » 
thinges, ſo commendable and beſeming thy yonge peeres „ 
and which (wee knowe) were once molt pꝛecious vnto the. , 
Being pet but in the floziſhing pꝛime of thy age, thou ſhoul- ,;, 
deft not put on this graue apparrell, and theſe vncouth Yaz , , 
bits. 93 
Dooſt thou think, that letting thy yonthfull time paſſe, „ 
thou canſt call it backe againe: Uſe thy yerres therefoze ac- » , 


toꝛding to their pꝛoperties and nature. This homly and ho- Leeres 
neſt cloathing which thou haft put on, may perhaps bereaf- ght to be 


vſed accor- 
din g to 


ol vs (elder and grauer then thy ſelfe) with curious and ſkil- en quali- 
| full band adoꝛned, and with honourable and coffly garments 
atty2ed, with ſuch oughteſt thou (Fiammetta) to be ſet foꝛth , 
aͤnd beautiſlied. To her, and to many other alſo, expectinge 


ter ſerue thy turne better. And as thou ſeeſt here every one , 


what J would ſay, with an humble and lowe voice J made 
this anſwere. 

Gentlewoman, and you the reſt of my freendes, we come „ 
fo theſe holie places, either to pleaſe p; Gods, oz cls to pleaſe , , 
men. It to pleaſe the Goddes,the mind adoꝛned with vertue , , 
is ſufficient, and it doth not impoꝛt, whether the body be clo-, 
thed with ſilke oz ſackcioth. Jfto pleaſe men, fo2 as much as , 
moſt of them are blinded with falſe opinions, and by the ex-, _ 
terioꝛ parts æ lineaments of the body coniecture the inward , 
diſpoſition of the mind, J confeſſe 5ᷣ the apparrell vſed ſome⸗ 5 
times of me, and nowe of you is very requiſite. But this is, 
now my lealt care, my chiefeſt deſire conſiſting rather in a, 
ſoꝛrowfull repentance of my paſſed vanities , which being I 
molt willing to amende in the ſight of Gods and menne, by 


T Is this 
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ec this apparrell,and in other things els, J make my ſelfe(ag 
c much as J can) contemptible to the wozld, and diſpleaſannt 
a to pour nice eyes. 
At which woꝛdes the teares of in warde frueth bios 
cc lentlpe expꝛeſled foozth , bathed my ſozrowfull viſage, and 
cc therefoꝛe thus J beganne to ſay ſoftly to my ſelfe. O yee pit- 
c c fifull Gods, the ſerchers of all our harts, let not theſe vntrue 
cc wo2ds (vttered by my lying tongue) be imputed to me foz a 
cc ſinne, which, (not of a malicious will, and flatte hipocriſie 
ce fodeceine the,but of mere neceſſitie to diſſemble my grefe, 
c and couer the cauſe of it from them) J was conſtrained fo 
« c bſe as a holy and godlie excuſe. But let them rather be me- 
cc ritoꝛious vnto me,ſince that in concealing from thy people 
cc an euill and ſcandalous example, in lue therof by theſe fay- 
e ned wozdes , J gaue them a good pꝛeſident and patterne of 
cc better life. It is a great græte (pou knowe) foz mee fo tell a 
c c [ye,and with what an vnpatient and troubled minde J fell 
cc this fozced and foꝛged tale, you knowe to well, and J can doo 
no moe. | 

Oh howe many times (faire Ladies) foz this iniquitie, 
bane J receined pittifull pzayſes of the Gentlewomen (yf- 
ting about me, ſaping: that of a moſt vaine woman, J was 
How har4 become a moſt deuoute connertite. Truely J vnderſtod mg 
a thing is it ty times, that there were ſome of them of this opinion, that 
toiudg of J was ſo highly in the Gods fanour, that there was nothing 
=: 1g that J could crane at their hands, but J might eaſily obtain 
the lame ok them. And therfoze J was many times viſitedof 
holie women, foꝛ a zealous and deuoute one alſo, they being 
(pw2e ſoules) as much deceiued in that, which with my ſoz- 
_ rowfall and ſubtill countenaunte J did hide in my minde,as 
ignoꝛant bow diſcrepant my fernent deſires and my fayned 
deuotions were. O deceitfull wozld, how much can counter⸗ 
fet lokes pꝛeuaile in thee moꝛe, then iuſt and well meaning 

mindes, it that their woꝛks be hidden an ſecrefe. 
Dy lelfe a greater ſinner then anpe other, and ſozrow- 
full foz my diſhoneſt loues , yet conching them vnder the 


SS YT ROC hn ili... 4 


DD EOS / / ( YT, 


4; 
* 


XS 


| | 


amorous Fiammetta_. 


Uaple of honeſte woꝛdes, am reputed holie : But the iuſte 


Goddes knowe, that (if J could without daunger of my ho⸗ 
nour and god name) with true repozts I would make ſatiſ⸗ 
faction to euerie one, whom in fictions, ſpeeches and geſture 
J haue deluded, and woulde not hide the headſpꝛinge from 
whece ſuch ſtreames of teares did flow, no2 the courſe from 
whence the effects of my ſozrowfull life are deriued: But 
(alas) it may not bee, | 
When J badanſwered her, who firſt demaunded of mee 
the cauſe of my melancholie, an other ſitting next vnto mee, 
ſeing my teares almoſt dꝛied vp ſaid. Gracious Fiammetta, ? 
whether is the ſhpning beautie of thy faire face gene, and ? ? 
howe is the liuelp colour of thy roſte chekes extinet? what 
is the cauſe of thy pale and wanne viſage ? Thy twinckling ? ? 
eres like to moꝛning ſtarres, are dimmed nowe with blew ? ? 
and purple circles that compaſſe them about, and are ſo deep⸗ 
ly ſuncke into thy bꝛowes, that ſcarcely they may bee diſcer- ? ? 
ned in thy fozhead. Thy golden treſſes, once ſo bzauely ado2- ? ? 
ned with curious hand aer nowe tyed vppe dik⸗ 
fuſedlie, and ſcarcely are they ſeene: Tell mee Fiammetta. 3 
Fo2 thou makeſt me to maruaile without ende. And her 3 3 
anſwered in fewe woꝛdes thus. It is a manifeſt thing. that chiog 
humaine beautie is but a bading flowꝛe, and that euery day,, 
and houre it wareth leſſe and lefſe, wbich (it it bath any fruſt , , 
in if ſelfe,at length doth — it ſelfe to bee but nothing, , , 


and to lie miſerably pꝛoſtrate. He that gaue it me, (ſubmit- , , 
ming me the occaſion of expelling it againe) with a dul pace , , | 
| bath taken it from me, poſſibly (perhaps) to reſtoze to mee The vpper- 


againe, whenſoeuer it (hall pleaſe him. And this being ſayd, moſt artire 
not able to with-hold my teares, ſhꝛouded vnder my mantle — _ 
I ſhed them aboundanntly.And with theſe wozds J lamen⸗ Ladies 20d 
ted with my ſelfe ſaying. | Cutdine 
O beautye the vntertaine Jewell of mozfall menne, mennc is a 


and the gyft ofa lyttle time, which doth bothe come and goe dae Þlacke 


| ſooneraway , then the pleaſaunt Peddowes depainted — 


ſilke or 


with many flowzes in the ſweeteſt ſeaſonnes of gladſome s. ye vpon 
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heir other Pp2ingfide,and the verdure of high Tres apparrelled with 


garments fundzy leanes, which are no ſoner foz a little time adozney 


which co- With the vertue of Aries, but immediatly with the hote ex, 
uereth thẽ halations and vapours of parching Sommer, are conſumed 
4 er a and taken away againe. And ifperhaps the burning ſeaſon 
feet. doth leaue any of them vntouched, Autume dooth not ſpare 
« « fo leaue them naked and bare. Euen ſo thou beantie, moſte 
c often in the middeſt of thy pꝛime and beſt yeres, iniured by 
c many accidents, doſt perriſh, which if perhaps they be par⸗ 
c c doned thee in vouth, the riper age (though with all thy foꝛce 
c and meanes thou dooeſt oppoſe to pꝛeſerue the ſame) dooth 
ce take it quite away. Oh beautie, thou art but a flying and in- 
c conſtant thing, and not vnlike to the waters, which neuer 
c returne moꝛe to their firſt fountaines: and no hope in chan⸗ 
c ging and bzittle gods, and therefoze leſſe affiance ſhould bee 
c put. 
«6 Alas, howe did J once lone thee, and howe deere werte 
cc thou to mee (miſerable woman) and with what care werte 
cc thotrnouriſhed and kept of me? But nowe (and deſeruedip) 


« « I turſe the beautie. Foz thou art the fir occaſton of my loſt 


« c libertie, the firſt enfrapper of my deere Panphilus his ſoule, 
c enioping him, Haſte not ſufficient foꝛce fo keepe him ſtill. 
cc And hee beeing nowe gone, haſte not the power oz vertue to 
« « call him backe againe. At thou haddeſt not beene, J hadde not 
« c ſeemed pleaſant to Panphilus his lonely eies, and not hauing 
ce pleaſed them, he ſhoulde haue neuer ſought to allure myne, 
ce and not entpſing and pleaſiag them, as he did, J ſhoulde not 
cc nowe ſuſtaine theſe paines of minde. Thou art therefoze the 
cc onely occaſion and beginning of all mp hurt. Dh thꝛiſe baps 
cc py are thoſe Women, who without thee, ſuffer the rebuke⸗ 
cc full checks of rude and ruſticall behantour, and are contem⸗ 
cc ned fo their foule and ill fauoured hewe, becanſe they (ob⸗ 
c ſeruing Dianas chaſte and holy lawes, and ſeldome troubled 
« c With pꝛicking motions , as well deuoide of peeuiſh paſſions 
cc Of their owne parts, as not fearing the fozcible aſſaultes of 
c fonde ſutoꝛs) may line with their ſoules free from the cruell 
ſignozie and tyꝛannie of lone, But thou, the onely occaſion of - 
reteiuing 
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receiuing continual moleſtation by them, who neuer leaue , 
to gaze on vs, dweſt (by their impoztunacie) of fozce en- ,, 
fice vs to bzeake that. which we ſhould moſt deerely obſerue , , 
O happy Spurina , and wozthy of eternall memozy, (who , , 
knowing thy effects and vnlawfull affections)in the flower „ 
ol her youth, with cruell hand did kill the in her bꝛeaſte, ra⸗ , 
ther chofing to be of the wyſer beloued fo2 her vertuous act, , , 
then of wanton youthes foz her concupiſcible beauty. Alas „, 
if J had done ſo,all theſe griefes,all theſe thoughts, theſe,, 
teares ſhould baue neuer thus moleſted my tender hart, and , 
my nowe coꝛrupted life ſhonlde haue yet remained within , , 
the compaſſe of ber firſt laudable bonds. 3 

Þeereat the Gentlewomen pulled mee againe, and bla- , , 


med my ſuperfinous teares, ſaying. Dh Fiammetta, what None muſt 
myſerie is this? doſf thou deſpapꝛe of the mercy of þ Gods? . in 
Dult not thou belcene that they do pittifully foꝛgiue þ grea d mer- 


teſt offences wout ſhedding of ſo many feares 2 This courſe 
which thou doſt take in hand, is rather the way to ſeeke thy 
owne death, then pardon fo2 thy faults, Ryſe vppe therefoze 
and wipe tby face, and beholde the ſacrifice which the ſacred * ? 
Piniſters of Iupiter arecarrying to offer vp tohismightye * ? 
Godhead. vor 
At theſe wo2des (ſtopping my teares) J lifted vppe my 
beade, which nowe J did not caſte rounde about (as J was 
wont to do) aſſuredly knowing, that my Panphilus was not 
there, noꝛ to ſe if any other, oꝛ of whom I was behelde, o2 ik 
the ſtanders by gazed on my apparraile, and oꝛnaments, as 
they were wont to da, but rather wholy intent, and relping 


vppon the fauour of the ſupernal Gods, to powꝛe fozth ſome 


pittifull pzayers foz my Panphilus, fe2 his happy refurne, » » 


| calling vppon them with theſe woꝛds, 3 ſaide. O moſt graci- » » 
ous gouer nours of high Heauen, and generall Jadges of all The <nd of 
| the woꝛlde, ſette nowe ſome ſtint and meaſure to my gre, "5 dato 


15 the 


nous paines, and pzeſcribe an ende to all my fozrowes, Peu 9 gel 


| le A haue not one merry doe, noꝛ quiet day, ſinte that in ber. 
continued courſe the ende of one ſoꝛrowe is the beginning of , 


another. But that ſometimes J atccounted my ſelfe happy; > , 
Ta. not 


The fourth booke of 
<< not knowing my miſeries to enſue. Firft with vaine labour 
© © to beautifie my pong and bnripened pieres, moze then was 
<< requiſite (ſufficiently adozned of nature it ſelfe) hauing vn, 
ce weetingly offended pou, foʒ pennaunce & ſatiſ-faction of ſuch 
cc faults,ye haue of indiſſoluble and cruell loue, which dooth at 
cc this very inſtant tozment me, made mee a miſerable thzall 
cc and captiue. And you haue afterwards filled my minde (not 
<< accuſtomed to troubles and ſoꝛrowes) ty meanes of p. with 
<< newe auoyding cares, And laſtly haue deuided him frb me, 
„ whom Jloue moze then my ſelfe : whereuppon infinit per⸗ 
cc rilles are growne one after another in pꝛeiudice of my poꝛe 
c c life, But if the pꝛapers of miſerable creatures, ſometimes 
cc yenctrate pour dinineeares,then pitfifully encline them to 
c mppetitions,and not regarding the multitude of the faults, 
« © which J haue committed againſt pou, let that little god ( if 
© © ęuer J did any) be bountifully conſidered of pou, and in guer 
c don ok it, fauourablp giue eare fo my zealous oꝛpſons, and 
c graunt my earneſt requeſtes, which, (as they are but eaſie 
c foʒ pou to perfoꝛme, ſo may vcu (by not denying me 5ᷣ lame) 
c giue me moſt great content, and make me happy againe.a⸗ 
cc las howe wel do J knowe , that this pꝛaper in the ſight of 
cc pou, (molt iuſt Judges) is bery vniuſt: but it mult (needes) 
£ £ pꝛocede from pour iuſtice, that of two euils, to with the leſſe 
c and to pꝛeuent the greater, it is the ſafeſt and beſt counſell. 
C To you therefoꝛe, from whom nothing is hid, it is manifeſt, 
ve that my belcued eanphilus, by no meanes can flyde out of 
emp minde,noz thoſe paſſed accidents out of my memo2y,the 
«© remeb2ance of whom, and of which, doth many times wyth 
c grpping greefes bꝛing me to ſuch a poynt, that (to be ridde of 
c c them) J haue eftſoones deſired a thouſand maners, 4 ſought F 
c ag many meanes of death, all which, that little hope, which 
c remaineth foz mee in you , hath fo2ciblye taken out of my 
cc hands. If it be therefoꝛe a leſſer enill to keepemy Loner ſtil, 
cc ag F haue done, then to deſtroy my wicked ſoule , with my 
c maſſacred body(as J beleue it is) let him returne, and be re- 
« © ſtozed to me agatne. Let liuing ſinners be derer to you, and 
« £ poſſible fo returne to you again, then the dead dying 1 

nne, 
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firme,and without bope of redemption, And vouchſafe ra- , , 

ther to leeſe a parte of your creature, then the whole, , , 
which you haue created. And if this be to great, too much „, 

to be graunted, let that which is the laſt end of all miſeries, , 
befoze that with deliberate and volunfarye counſell (con⸗ Miſcrable 
ſtrayned with greater grefes)J take if of my ſelfe)be gran⸗ creatures 
ted to me. Let my woꝛdes come befoze your ſight, whom, if de 
they can not moue fo pitty, then you other Gods dwelling 

in the teleſtiall regions, if there bee any of you there, vba, 


ſometimes liuing heere ben ath , haue had trpall of that as 


moꝛous fire which J ftele, reteiue them, and offer them vppe | 

fo thoſe higher —— not take them vttered by” 
my vnwoꝛthy mouth, ſo that obfayning grace fo2 me, J may 
firlt line heere toyfully,and after the end of my dayes enioye 
part of your glozious fruition, and befoze time, to ſhew ſin * 
ners, that it is a god and conuenient thing foz one ſinner to; 
par don and helpe another. 

Theſe woꝛds beeing ſpoken, J did put (wete odours and 
incenſe vpon their Aulters, with many other rich offerings, 
to make them moze willing and ready to benddowne they: 
eares to my pꝛapers, and foz Panphilus his helpe. Which 
teremonies, after they were ended, departing from thence, 
with the reſt of the Gentle womenne, J returned to my ſoꝛ⸗ 


rowfull lodging againe. yy 


Finis. 5 
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|  poſſeſſe me, to make the moze delay to tome to it, becauſe J 


be fiſt Booke of Mai- 


ſter John Boccace his 
Fiammetta. 


S by thoſe thinges which! 


7 haue ſpoken of befo2e,you may pꝛeſume, euen 
Je . ſo (pittiful Ladies) bath my loathed life bene 

SS = alſaulfed in the cruell battailes of Loue, and 
pet is toffed every day bppon moze ſharpe 4 moꝛtall ppkes 
of iealoſte. The which certes (conſidering my future eſtate) 
might iuſtly be thought a pleaſaunt peace and paſttme, Py 
ſelfe alſo beeing ſtroken with feare (when it came to mp re- 
memb2annce) with feare (4 ſay) of that, to the which point 
it did laſt of all tranſpoꝛt mee, and which dooth pet almoſte 


was aſhamed of my owne fury , and becauſe in w2yfing of 
it, me thought J reenfred into it againe,deducting tberefozs 


my diſcourſe in length, with a ſlowe bande J haue weptten 


and publiſhed thoſe thinges vnto you, which were leſſe gre- 
uous bnto me: buf being not able nowe to auoide theſe, no: 
to flie to them any moꝛe, the oꝛder of my narration dzawing 
me on, J will (though fearefullp) come. vnto it. But thou 
molt holie pittie dwelling in the tender bꝛeaſtes of delicate 
pong Gentle women, gouern thy raynes in the with a ſtron⸗ 
ger hande, then thou haſte done hetherto, becauſe in diſcur⸗ 
ring this my doleful narration, and giving thee a great deale 
moꝛe ſcope then is pꝛeciſely conuenient, J might not (per- 
baps) turne the into the contrary of that, which J do — 
| an 


ji — 
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and hope fo2 , and ſo might take as it were from the laps of 
theſc Ladies and Gentlewomen that reade ther, their flow/ 
ing and falling teares, The Dun was nowe turned another 
time into that parte of the Beauens, where the pꝛeſumptu⸗ 
ous Sonne was ſette on fire, when ſo raſhly hee guided hys 
fathers Char iott, after that Panphilus departed from mee. 
And J miſerable woman had nowe by long vie lcarned to 
ſuffer accuſtomed grefes,and J lamented moze temperate 
ly with my ſelke, then J was wont to do, and belenued, that” 
there were no moze woes leffe foz mee to ſuſtaine, then 
thoſe, which J bad all readie endured , when enuious Foz⸗ 
tune, not content with my paſſed myſeries , dyd ſadainelp 
ſhewe mee, that the had yet moze bitter popſon to infect my 
afflicted ſoule withall, | 

It came therefo2e to paſſe that one of my vereſt ſeruan⸗ 1 
tes returned from panphilus his countrie hether, who was beginne t 
of all that kne we him, but cſpectally of mee, moſt toyfullic ewe her 


weldcommed . And telling of bis owne aduentures and tra- ſelfe contra 
uaples, and of thoſe thinges, which he had ſcene interming⸗ ne ben ſhe 
lyng better with woꝛſe, bechaunte he remembꝛed him ſelfe 8 cndlc⸗ 


fing ever 


at laſt to ſpeake of Panphilus of whoſe pꝛayſes dilating ve- her joke, 


rie mach, (remembzing the curteſies that he had ſometimes 


done hym) made me moſt contented, and plyed my willing 
eares to bis tale. And ſhamefaſt reaſon and womanly mo» 
deſtie dyd ſcarce bzidle my eger will from running to em⸗ 
b2ace bym,and fo enquire of my Panphilus with an crtraoz 
dinarie kinde of appaſſionate affection,as at that very pze- 
ſent J felfe.3Buf pet ſtaping my ſelfe, and he beeing alſo de⸗ 
maunded of many concerning his eſtate. and haning anſwe 
red enery one well, J onely aſked hym with a merry conn- 
tenaunce, howe he empioycd him ſelfe and ſpent his tyme 
there, and if his minde was happely bent fo returne againe? 
To which demaundes he anſwered thus. To what purpoſe 


(my god Ladie) ſhould Panphilus come againe 2 There is 


not a fayzerGentlewoman in all his countrie, (which a- » » 

boue all other Citties doth bꝛing fwꝛth Goddeſſes foꝛ beau » » 

tie then ſhe, who moſt entirely loueth him, and by as much 
U 1, as 
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4 ag Jeould bnderſtood of others, and (as J verely belene,)is 


"The i booke of 


te deerely beloned of bym againe,otherwiſe J would account 
cc hm but a fole , whereas heretofoze J ener tudged him to 
c be wile. 

By bart was ſo turned at theſe wozds,as O enones wag 
ſitting on the high bils of Ida, ſeing her louer come ſayling 
homewards w the new Grecian Laoy in the Troyan Ship; 
which thing J cold ſcarce hyde tn my countenance, although 
verie hardly J dyd the ſame:but yet with a viſſembled and 

« « fainte laughter 4 ſayd vnto bym . Certes thou ſapeſt euen 
«« true: Foz we could not imagine in this country any one gen 
c tlewoman ſo different from his deintie lyking, whome we 
e might deeme woꝛthy of bis lone,fo high was his ineſtima⸗ 
e ble vertue, ſo rare were his laudable quallities, and ſo ma- 
ge ny his god graces. But if he bath found out any one there, 


cc hee doth both well and wiſely in Caying with her there. 


c c But fell me, with what mynd doth he bzoke his new wife: 
c he then anſwered,be hath no wyfe?*fo2 the that came to his 
c houſe(as J tolde not long ſince)true it is, that ſhe came, not 
cc to hym, but to his father. Whileft be ſpaks theſe bitter woz- 


lelouſie is des, which fo earneſtly A lyſtened vnto, paſſing out of one 
of all others Anguiſhe into an other anxyctie a great deale wozſe, p2ic- 
the worſt, ked mozeoucr with ſodapne anger and grefe of mynde, 


my ſozrowfull heart beganne ſo to pante and beate, as the 
ſwifte wynges of Progne, when hee beginnes to take ber 
ſtrongeſt flyght, doo beate againſt the whyte Sea bankes 
and (hoarcs, 

And my fearefull ſpy2ifs beganne no otherwiſe to trem⸗ 
ble thozow out cuery part of my body, then tbe ſuperficiall : 
vppermoſt part of p Sea. with the gentle bꝛeathing of ſome 
calme wynde diſcended vpon it, is commonly wont to do, oz 
the bendynge reedes ſcarcely ſhaken of ſame pleaſaunt 
and ſoffe ayze, and J beganne fo feele my ſtrength by lit⸗ 
fle and little decaie, wherefoze getting my ſelfe (as conue- 
nienfly as J could) from thence, J wente into my Cham- 
ber, becauſe none myght Ferns the mw iſſue — my 

| daine 
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ſodapne greefe. And beeing nowe gonne out of the pzeſence 
ofeuery one, Jcaine no ſoner into it, ut J beganne fo 
power out of mine eyes (ach plentie of feares , as a ſwel- 
ling vapne oz fountaine of water, burſting and gaſhinge 
out, when it onerfloweth the vallies, and J could ſcarce 
holde my troubled tongue from lowde exclamations, and my 
hoarce vopte from pittious lamentations , but caſting my 
ſelfe( nay rather falling) flatte vppon my miſerable bedde 
(the wicked witneſſe of our lones) J would haue crped out 
aloude, and ſapd. 


O Paophilus why haſt thou betraped mee: But my woꝛ „ 


des were bꝛoken in the very middeſt, ſo ſodainelie were 
the vpgour and fo:ces taken from my tongue, and from the 
other partes of my bodie . And there J laye a god while, 
as one deade ( nay verelie thought to bee deade indeede) 


_ carefull:e watched, and giuing no ſmall wonder to every 


one there, by this ſodayne traunce , (no ſkill of Phyſicke, 
o2 ſecrecie of anie arte being able to make my erringe 
lyfe returne to her fozmer place againe.) 

But after that my ſoꝛrowfull ſoule , which in lamen⸗ 
ting hadde manie tymes embꝛaced the myſerable ſppꝛittes 
of my bodie to deparke, did pet ſtap it ſelfe in the ſame , and 
recalling her foꝛces agapne togeather, which were almoſt 
diſſolued and fledde away, my epes receiued againe they; 
light, which fo2 a good ſpace they bad loſt. 

- Andlifting vppe my heade, Jſawe manie Gentlewo⸗ 


men and others abont mee, who with they: looning and 


pittifull ſeruices bewayling my ſodaine \woune , had with 


| molt pꝛecious and ſweete waters all bedewed mer, and 


with many other inſtrumentes in their handes, and which, 


A dpd (@lping befoze mee, labouring to regaine my loſt life. 
Whereuppon, J maruailed no leſſe at thoſe waters, pꝛe⸗ 
ſerues, and glaſſes that were about me, then at the great la⸗ 
mentations of all the gentlewomen there. 


And after that J hadde recouered my ſpeeche agapne, 


| Jdemaunded what was the the cauſe of their aſſembly a- 
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bout mee,and of all thoſe thinges there, And one of them an 
ſwercd,and ſapde. 
Theſe thinges(god Ladie) were bꝛought hether(and fo; 
c no other purpoſe we alſo came)to reduce thy fugitine ſoule 
s info thy colde bodie againe Then after a great ſighe, and 
« « fapnte ſpirite, J ſayd alas god Gentle woman, with what 
efreendlp office of pittic,(wozking rather a moſt cruell funt⸗ 
tion, and repugnant fo my will) do you thinke to haue don 
« mee a thankekull peece of ſeruice, whereas pou haue pꝛocu⸗ 
« « red mp great papne, and done me the woꝛſt turne, as euer 
« J had, in fozctble retapning my ſoule in mee ſtill, which wag 
« ſo well diſpoſed, and ſo willing to haue lefte the moſt miſe⸗ 
« « Cable body that liue th. Alas it is enough, that there was ne, 
e uer any thing, which with lpke affection was deſired of me, 
« « 82 of any bodie elſe, which pou haue denped me. Mp ſoule al 
« « readie diſſolued from theſe papnes and tribulations , hadds 
«.« beneinerely arriued-to the wiſhed hauen of my deſires,but 
you haue bindered it her paſſage. | 
After theſe woꝛdes, the Gentlewoman recomfoꝛted me 
with dyuers god ſpeeches, but they ſpent both wozdes and 
wynde in vaine. J fayned notwithſtanding to bee of better 


Miſerable chere, and alleadged newe occaſions of this miſerable acci- 


men defire dent, betauſe, when they were gon, J might haue full ſcope 
to M 3 to burſt out my great and ſwelling greefe . And after that 
% vurit out Come of them were departed, and the reſt had taken they; 


h 9 * rd ' U 
e leaue, my ſelle bginning to ſhewe a merry countenaunte, 


mentation, and to diſſemble my ſozrowe, J remayned accompanied one 


lie there with my olde Nur ce, and with my faythfull maid, 
who had all this time beene pꝛiuie to my long plapntes,and 
a p2ocurer of my momentarie pleaſure,both which dutifully 
miniſtred comfo2table ſalues tomy vnfayned ſozes, poſſible 
enough to haue healed them, had they not been moꝛtall. But 
J, thinking onelip of thoſe vnluckie tydinges which J had 
bearde,to one of pou, Gentlewomen (to which J know net) 
J ſodatnely became an open enemie. and J began to reuolue 
great # greeuous matters in my perplexed minde. And that 
amaſſedlumpe of greefe, which could not altogether a 


amorous Fiammettav, 79 


it ſelfe in my bꝛeaſt, with a furious and deſpitefull vopce ak os 


did in this ſoꝛte partly dꝛiue out of me, ſaying, 
O wicked and falſe young man. O enemie fo pittie, and, 32 
pittileſſe w2etch? O Panphilus the woꝛſt of all thoſe, who ,, 
with out deſerte doth bꝛeath this common apꝛe? Diſlopall „, 
Panphilus, whohauing blotted me (moſt miſerable woman) , , 
out of thy vngratefull memoꝛie doſt nowe dwell and de- , , 
light thy ſetfe with thy newe deceitkull dame. Accurſed ,, 
bee that hapleſſe dap, when fy 2ſt x ſawe the&,and that fa- , , 
tall hower,and very inſtant , in whych thou diddeſt pleaſe „ 


my [imple eyes.Accurſed be that Goddeſſe. which appearing , , 


to mee, with her allured pzomyſes flatfered my waueringe , 
minde,and diſturbed the ſame(though reſiſting with all her , , 


foꝛces to the contrarie) from the boundes of mp right iudge⸗ , 


ment. to lyke ot ther wicked wꝛetch, and vngratefull mon „ 
ſter;)to loue thee. 
Ceiftcs J thinke, that ſhee was not Venus, but rather, 71 


ſome infernall furie in her ſhape, ſtriking mee with mad- ,, 


neſſe and filling me with franticke furie, as once ſhe didmt , , 
ſerable Atamas O molt cruell youth, whome amongſt ma-, 
nie other moſt noble, beautiful, and valtaunt young Gentle, , 
men, J dpd fendly chuſe out fo2 the bel”, where are,, 
nowe thy ſerious p2ayers, which foꝛ ſafetie of thy life with Xo 


teares then diddeſt often tymes offer vnto me, affirming , , 


that both that, and thy death weare in my handes, Where , , 
are nowe thy pittifull lokes, and thoſe two neuer d2yed , 


eyes, with the which (malicious man ) thou dyddeſt neuer, 


ceaſe at thy pleaſure to ſhedde foꝛth teares in my pzeſence? , , 
Where is nowe the great lone, that ſo bzanely thou diddeſt, 


fayne to ſhewe me! Mhere are thy ſweete woꝛdes, and ty, £ 


lower greefes,thy infinite ſoꝛrowes, thy paynes and trauels, 
pꝛoffered and tmployed in my ſernice. Are all theſe ſiyd out 
of thy memoꝛie, oꝛ haſt thou framed them anew fo entrap,, bh 


thy deceiued and newe lover? 


Accurſed be that pittie of mine, which tocke that lite cut of, 


death his month, that (thereby making ber ſelfe th# a ioyfull, 
woman) ſhould haue rather ſent it to the darkeſome denne , , 
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| «© of death Nowe thoſe eyes which whilome in my pꝛeſence, 
441 c lamented, laugh befoze their newe Miſtreſſe, and that mu⸗ 
4 cc table heart hath turned all his \weete'wo2des and faire of, 
c fers to her onely,and nowe haſt thou hereticallie dedicated 
<< all thy ſeruices to her deuotions. 
cc Alas Panphilus, where are nowe thoſe pzofaned and pe 
c iured Godheades2Ulhere is thy pꝛomiſed fapth: Where are 
thy infinit teares, ot the which (miſerable woman) J dzunke 
«< no ſmall quantitie ? beleuing them to bee tempered then 
cc with as great pittie and lone,as now they are turned but 
c to dꝛoppes of treacherous deceite. All thoſe placed in the bo⸗ 
c ſome of thy newe Piſtreſſe thou haſt with thy ſelfe taken 
« « from me, Alas how great a cozſine was it to my pooze bart, 
« £ when once befoze J heard, that by lunos lawe thou werte 
combined to an other woman. But perceiuing that the co- 
«© uenauntes, in which thou dideſt binde thy ſelfe to me, were 
«6 not to be pꝛeferred befoꝛe them, (although J did painefullie 
4s beare it, ) vet ouertome W iuft grefe,J did with lefſe anguiſh 
Ir is a great Of minde endure it. But now vnderſtanding that by the ſelf 
greefe, that ſame lawes, by 8̊ which thou wert boũd to me, thou haſt ( in 
that 15 _ caſting me of)giue thy ſelfe to an other, it is an vntollerable 
* paine fo2 me fo ſuſtaine. But now 3 knowe the cauſe of thy 
IF one tap, ę openly percetue my own ſimplicity, with the which 1 
7 mould vu: euer belæued that thou wouldeſt, (if poſſiblie.) haue once 
N iultly be an returned againe. Alas Panphilus diddeſt thou ſfand in nede 
bars, ok ſo manp guilefull artes, and cunninge fetches to delude 
me:? Why diddeſt thou ſo often. ſo ſolemnlie, and ſo highlie 
4. ſweare vnto mee, with continuall aſſeueration of thy moſt 
. entyze and ſincere faith, if thon diddeſt thinke thus to de⸗ 
* ceiue me? Nl herfoꝛe diddeſt not thou goe awap without ta- 
king thy leaue, oꝛ without making any pꝛomiſe of thy re⸗ 
a turne: J did (as thou knoweſt)moſt fernentlie:loue th&,and 
* © thon wert not then ſo much entangled in my loue, e werte 
* © not ſo ſtraightly my pꝛiloner, but at thy will (as to my no 
** ſmall paine, J now perteiue thou haſt done,) and without 
** waſting ſuch inũnite and vaine teares, thou mighteſt haue 


_ © © departed from me. At thou badde ſt dan thus, then I — 
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witdbont doubt haue ſodainely diſpaired of thy returne, ma- , 


nifeſtlie knowing t hy deteite, and then with death cre this , , 
time, oꝛ eſe with iuſt obliuton my tozmentes ſhould haue „, 
beene concluded. But becauſe they might be the moze pꝛolon „ 
ged in giuing me a little vaine hope, thou haſt confinuated , „ 

and nouriſhed them ſtill. But J pooze ſoule, neuer deſerued , 


this at thy wicked handes. Alas how werte were thy ſalte, 


teares to me:but nowe (knowing their vile effects,) J fcele „, 
the to be moſt bitter to my dying minde. Alas if lone did ſo, 

ſtrongly rule in thee, as he doth feercelie vſe his might and , * 
ſignoꝛie in me, tell me then, if it was not ſaffictent foz thee ,, 
to be once taptiuated, but that Þ ſecond time thou mult fall , | 


into his fozces againe? But what do J talke of lone ? a 


thou didſt neuer loue, but haſt rather delighted to ieſt with, 
young gentle women, and halt made it but a ſpozt to deceiue, 
w thy lubtilty their ſimplicity, Jf thou had ſt loned(as 3 did , 
belene thou did ſt) thou ſhouldelt yet baue berne mine own. 
And whoſe couldeſt thou haue bene, ; had loued thee moze ,, 
then J: Alas what dame fo euer thou be that baſt taken him | 
from me, though thou art my moꝛtall and onely enemie, yet, En 
fling þ greatgreefe, which his falſhed hath engedzed in my, 


from thence fw2th, 33 

Alas wicked youth, how many oꝛiſons and ſacrifices, » » 
haue J offered bp fo the Gods foꝛ thy ſafetie, and now thou » 
mult flie from mie, to goe to an other. O Goddes my pꝛaiers » 
A perceine)are hearde, but to the pzofitte of an other wo- > » 


man, - & 


J baue the ſoꝛrowe, and an other ſuckes the ſwete , 1 
reape but dole and paine fo2 my long denofions , and an o- 
ther delight and pleaſare of bim who in right and equitie » 


chould be mine. 25 


ad wicked man, was not my beauty cozreſpondent to thy » 
U 4s bzanery,my » » 


bzeaft, I muft nedes take pittie on thee: Wherfoze J warne 14. th 1 
thee to take heede of his deceites, becauſe be that hath once ceiuethonce 
deteiued, hath foz euer after leſt his honeſty and ſhame, and deceiueth 
doth make it no matter of conſcience to deceiue euerp one cer. 


* 
6 : - 
% = 
4 * 


The fift booke of 


«© my dainges to thy deſtres, and my nobilitie fo thy Gentili. 


cc tie: Alas a great deale moꝛe Mere my riches euer denied 


c e thee,02 dyd J fake any of thine 2 Ah neuer. Did J euer in 
£+* d&ede 02 demonſtration loue any man beſides thy ſelfe? 
cc And(vnleſſs thy new looue make thee degreſſe to farre from 
c the tructh(thou wylt confeſſe and ſay no. What faulte of 
cc mpne therefo2e, what iuſt occaſion of thy parte, what grea⸗ 
ce ter beautie, oꝛ moze feruent lone haue taken thee from inte, 
«© andgiuen thee to an other? Truelpy none. And all the Gods 
«© be mp recoꝛdes herein, that J neuer wzonght any thing a- 
5 gainſt thee , but that (beyond all termes of reaſon) J loved 
ce thee . And if this hath deſerued ſuch treachery as thou halte 
cc done, and woꝛkeſt againſt me, let thy owne ſelfe ( diſlopall 
<< as thou art) be iudge. O ye Goddes the iuſt reuenge rs of aur 
« © vntuſt defectes,J cal vpon you foꝛ cruel and due bengeance. 
CJ nepther wiſhe,noz goe about to pꝛactiſe his death, who by 
c his vile eſcape from mee would haue wzought mine. No?2 do 
ec y2app any other puniſhmtt may befalfo his deſerued quill, 
but, ik he lone his new choice, as J loue him, that (in caſting 
« £ htm ok, and giuing her ſelfe to an other , as he hath fa ken 
him ſelfe from mee) ſhe would leaue him in that kinde of 
«« lpfe, that{cruel as he is) he cauſeth me to leade. And ſo with 
vnſemely motions of mp body, turning me now this way, 
now that wap, like a franticke woman J tumbled and tol- 
(ed vp and downe in mp bed. 
All that day was not ſpent in other ſpeeches, then in ſuch 
of like tennour, and in moſt bitter waplings. But the night 
| wo2ler then the day, and moꝛe apte foz all kinde of ſozrowe 
(s melancholy darkenes being moꝛe confozmable to medita 
ting miſeries, then the light) beeing now ffolen on, it came 
to pale, that beeing in deede with my deere huſband, and ly ⸗ 
ing a great while ſilent to my ſelfe, and b2zoade waking, yet 
warring within my lelfe with hoſtes of dollorevs thoughts, 
amongeſt which, calling to memo2y all mp paſſed times, al- 
well my pleaſaunf occurrences as ſoꝛrowfull paſſages, and 
eſpecially that J had loſt my Panphilus bymeanes of a new 
loue,my grefe grewe in ſuch aboundaunce, that vnable fo 


kerpe 
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keepe if any longer within, with great lamentafions e dole- 


full complaints, J burſt if out, albeit concealing the amoꝛous 
occaſion of it. And my ſighes were ſo foꝛcible, and my ſobbes 
ſo pzofouride , that my Yuſbande (beeing nowe a godwhile 
dꝛowned in deepe ſleepe) by the great noiſe and moleſtation 
of them was awaked: and turning himſelfe to me, who was 
ſpunged in mine owns teares, and taking mee louingly in 
his armes, with milde and pittiful wozds, he ſaid thus vnto 
mee. 


O my ſwerte ſoule, what ſiniſter cauſe of ſo dolefull a The loue of 
plaint in the quiet night, when thou chouldeſt take thy reſt, a good 
doth trouble the thus? What thing is it, that this long time burband. 
hath made the ſo melancholicke and ſad 2 Nothing muſt bee » » 


concealed from mee, that may any way diſpleaſe, oz diſcon- » » 
tent the. Js there any thing, that thy hart doth deſire, and » 
that my wilt and ſubſtance may compaſſe foz thee, oꝛ that in » 
demaunding of it,. thou mighteſt poſſibly haue? Art not thou » 
my onelie comfozt, my iop, and my god 2 And doſt not thou » » 
knowe that J lone the aboue all wozldly thinges, pea moze > » 


then my ſelfe. Whereof not by ſhewe, noꝛ one pzofe,but by » » 


dailie experience thou maiſt liue aſſured, Whercfoze dooeſt »» 
thou therefoꝛe lament in ſuch ſoꝛt? Wiherfoze dooſt thou af » » 


flict thy ſelfe tn ſuch ertreame grefe 2 Do J ſerme vnplea⸗ » 


ſant, ill fauoured, o nothing gracious in thyne epes, oz am 2 5 
J vnwozthy of thy beauty, oꝛ is not my birth, parentage, » » 
and eſtate agreeable to thy nobilit ie? 02 doſt thou think mee » » 
tulpable in any thing that J map amende. Speake, and tell » » 
me francklp, and diſcouer to me 5ᷣ vale of thy deſires. There » » 
halbe nothing left vndone. oz vnattempted foz tby ſake if it » 
may poſſible bee. Thou doſt (altered in viſage and apparrel, » » 
and extreamely ſoꝛowkull in all thy act ions) miniſter a dole » 
ful occaſtorànd matter to me of an vnquiet life. And though » 
J haue befo2e ſeene the continually ſadde & penſtue, pet thys » » 
day moꝛe then at any time. J thought of late, that ſome bo- » » 
dilie infirmitie was tbe cauſe of thy palenes, but nowe A do » » 


manifeſtly know, 5 it is gre&fc of mind, ᷣ hath bzought thee » » 
to this pittiful caſe, wherin J ſe the, wherfoze J pꝛap thee » » 
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cc clofe to me the rote, from whence all thy ſoꝛowes do grow? 
Whom with a feminine and ſuddaine witte, taking counſel 
of fained tales and lies, which befoze hadde ſerued mee fo2 a 
chykt, J anſwered thus, 

cc O ſweete Yuſband,deerer to me then all the wozlde bes 


(c ſides, 3 lacke not anie thing, wherein thy foꝛ ward help may 


c quaile mee, and acknowledae thee (without all doubt) moze 
c Woꝛth then my ſelke, but the death of mp deere Bꝛother, of 
c which thou art not ignoꝛant, hath long befoꝛe, and now ſince 
c bꝛought me to this extreame ſozrow. Which, as often as J 
ce thinke ot it. with bitter wailings doth rent my harte in p& 


Sometimes tes. And tertes J bewatle not ſo much his cruel! death, a 
the maner thing naturallic incident to vs all, but the ſtrange and pitti⸗ 


of ones 


full manner of the ſame : which thou diddeſt know fo be viz 


_ 5 - olent, inſoztunate, and blodie. And beſides this, the ſtraunge 
ted then things, and valte ſights, that appeared to me after his death, 


the death do kill my fearefull ſoule to thinke of. J can neuer ſo little 


it ſelle 


ſhut vp mine epeliddes, oꝛ giue any ſlender ſleepe to my ſoꝛz / 
© © rowfull eies, but immediatly all pale. trembling, naked, and 
* © full of goare, ſhewing me his cruell woundes, he appeareth 


c quaking befoze me. And euen then, when thou diddeſt per⸗ 


© teiue me fo weepe and lament, hee came into the Chamber, 
e ſtanding and ſtaring befoze me, as J was a ſlepe, in likenes 
of a hoꝛrible and fainting ghoſte, fearefullp quaking wyth a 
© © bzeatbles and panting bꝛeſt, in ſuch ſoꝛt, that he could ſcarce 
© © vtter one woꝛd, but at the laſt with extreame paine, ſayde. 
© © D mp dere Siſter wipe that blotte of ignominie from me, 
© © which with an appalled and tronbled face, loking ener fo; 
© © verie greefe and ſhame thereof on the ground, doth make my 


©* ſozrowfull ghoſt wander, with great diſgrace and ſco2ne, a⸗ 


©<© monglt other haples ſpꝛites. And although it was ſome com 
©< fozt foz me to ſe him, yet ouercome with terroꝛ, Bhich J bad 
ok his dzeadfull habite, and mwoued with iuſt compaſſion of 
©< his wo2ds, with ſtarting on a ſuddaine, J awaked ont of my 
©< feeble fleepe,and thus my teares (the which thou doeſt nowe 
© © goe about to comfozt) fulfilling the duetie of my conceined 
* © pittte,did at hand follow, And ſo (as the Gods know) if wea⸗ 

pons 
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pons were fitte foꝛ Women, J woulde ere this haue renen- , , 
ged his miſerable death, and with a fferce countenaunce and,, 
— hart, ſent the greedie gutton of bis innocent blood „, 
amongſt other damned ſoules. But alas J can do no moꝛe „ 
then Jam able, Therefoze (deere Puſbande) not without , , 
great occafion'Jam thus miſcrablie tozmented in minde.-D , , 
with howe mante pitfiful woꝛds did he then comfozt me, ap⸗ 
plying a ſalue to the wounde which was healed long inough 
beloꝛe. and howe did hee endeuour fo mollifie and diminiſhe 
my plaints with thoſe true reaſons » which foz fapned tales 
_ be ſocarefaully made. 
But after he thougbt, that be had comfoꝛted me bp a little, 
he fell a leepe againe, and then J, (thinking of the pittifull 
and tender loue he bare me) with moꝛe cruell ariefe ſecret⸗ 


ly bewayling my vniuſt requitall of the ſame, began againe Prayers of 
my interrupted and peece-meale lamentations , ſaying. O a deſperate 
molt cruell Dennes inhabited ol ſauage and wylde beaſtes. Louer. 


O bell, the eternall pꝛyſon o2dcyned foꝛ wicked companie.D » » 
anie other exile whatſoeuer deeper then theſe, open and [wal » 
lowe me vppe, and with iuſt paines fozment my ſinkull and » 
deſerued ſoule, and plague mee of all others the vileſt Uo: » » 
man. O migbtie Iupiter, moſt iuſtly angry with me, tumble „/ 
downe thy thunder, and with (wift hande thꝛowe down thy » »* 
cruſhing bolts vpon my hatefull beade. O holy luno, whoſe > » 
moſt holy lawes (thꝛiſe wicked Woman) J haue infringed, > » 
fake vengeance of me nowe. O ye flerce Caſpian Serpents, » » 
teare in peeccs this polluted body of mine. O ye helliſh Na- 
uens, infernall Yarpyes and cruell beaſtes, deueure and en- » 
fombe me in your greedie mawes. And pou moſt fierce + vn 
ruly Jades. the cruell quarterers of Hippolitus his innocent » » 
members, rende me impious and trothleſſe Momanne in a » » 
thouſand peces, And thou moſt pittifull Huſbande, ſheathe » 
thy reuenging ſwoꝛde with due anger in my culpable bꝛeſt, » 
and with plentious effuſion of my blod,ſende fozth my wic⸗ » 
ked ſoule, that hath ſo vnwozthily deceiued there. Uſe no > » 
remoꝛſe of pittie, loue, noꝛ moderate mercy towardes mee, „ 
ſince that J haue pzeferred the loue of a ſtraunger, and of a » » 
X 2, perfidus 
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AN , «« yerfloug Ampe, befo2e the bounde faith and due reuerente 
44 4 which J owe to thy holy and vnſpotted bedde. O the wozſte 
| << of all womankinde, moſt woozthy of great puniſhment foz 

<< thys,and fo2 many other things, what furie appeared befoze 

77 cc thy chaſte epes that date, when Panphilus firſt pleaſed thee? 

„ £ £ There didſt thou abandon that loue, and pycty, which was 

<< due to the holy Lawes of matrimonte ? Whether didſt thou 
cc baniſh thy reuerende chaſtific(the chiefeſt honoor and o2nas 
ment of women) when fo2 the blinde lyking of diſlopal Pan. 
<< philus, thou didſte foꝛſake the loue of thy louing Yaſbande? 
« © Where is nowe the pittie that thy beloucd pouth doth ſhew 
c the 2 And where are the comfo2ts that he ſhould now gyue 

g the in thy perplered miſcries 2 Lulled in the lappe of ano- 
cc ther Woman,be merrilp paſſeth away the weary time, and 
cc and doth not care fo2 the, and pet in trueth bee bath reaſon 

cc therefoze, Wlhercfo2ze it muſt woꝛthilp fall ſo to the, as to 
c all others, which embꝛace licentious luſte, neglecting laws 
C full lone, Thy iniured Huſbande, who with rygour (heulde 
cc puniſh the, with great pittie goeth about fo comfozt the, 
c and he that ſhould perfoꝛme this tuft function, careth not (a 
c las) wꝛongfullꝑ to tozment thee. What,is not be as fapꝛe as 
αPanphilus? And are not bis vertues, courage, nobilitie, and 
c efpectally his loue and conſtancie, and all other god partes 
cc in him. are thep not farre aboue all and every thing Þ Pan- 
c philus hath in him woꝛthy of pꝛayſe and commendat ion: Ah 

155 c there is no doubt thereof. Wherefoze then didſt thou fozſake 

5 cc him foꝛ an other? What blindnes,raſhnes, ünne, and what 

+ | cc iniquitie hath bzought thee to this? Alas pwze ſoule Jknow 

cc not. | | 
Thins free Onely that thoſe thinges which are franckly and free- 

y pollefled ly poſſeſſed, are wont to bee accounted of no price and va- 
ae c ſtemed lue, although they bee (indeede) very deere and precious. 

ol ſlighely And that thoſe, which hardly, and with hazard are gotten, 

be they neuer ſo vile) are eſteemed and embraced as moſte 
ſinguler and ſweete things. 
„Toe dailp fraition and glutting company ot my Yaſs 

LY * © bande, which ſhoulde by great reaſon haue beene moſt deere 
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vnto mee, ſurfeited my queiſie minde, and ſo (ſatiating my , , 


chaungable appetite) deceiued mee: and J (mighty ingugh , , 
(perhaps) to haue reſiſted) do nowe miſerably lament and , , 
bewayle that which J haue left vndone : nay rather J was, 


without (perhaps) ſtrong enough, if J would my lelfe, if J, 
had called to minde thoſe ſignes, and thought of that, which , , 


the Gods in ſlerping end waking,had ſhowen mee tte night , , 
and day befoze my haples fall, But nowe not able fo retire , , 


(though J would) but conſtraynedby my appointed ſtars, ,, 
to combat ſfill in theſe amoꝛous conflicts, J knewe too well,, 


what the Serpent was, which ſtunge mee vnder my lefte „„ 


ſide, and ſwelling with my ſucked bloude went away. And , , 
like wyſe I ſee the euents, that the pꝛognoſticating flower „, 


of my crowne, falling from my adozned heade, dooth mani⸗ ,. 


feſtly declare. But alas this vaine wiſedome and afterſight „, 


commeth all foo late. 3 


The Gods (perhape) fo purge themſelues of ſome con- , , 


teiued wꝛath againſt me, and repenting that they had ſhew- , , 
ed mee any ſignes, tooke the knowledge of their future ef- , , 
fects from me, not beeing able to reſtoꝛe them to me againe, , 
as Apollo from his beloued Caſſandra, to wheme, after hee,, 
had graunted aboone of a P2opheticall ſpyꝛite, did take the , , 
vertue and effect of it, in that ſhe was not belæued of anye, ,, 
whenſoeuer ſhe diuined, Wherenppon placed in the mydſt , , 


of all miſeries,not without great reaſon and iuſt cauſe, 3 be a 5 


waple and conſume my life in woe. 
And ſoꝛrowing thus with my lelfe, and turning e fam- 
bling my ſelfe in my weary bedde almoſt al the night, paſ- 
ſed it away, without giuing mine epes leaue once to ſhutte 
vppe their liddes. But if any fleepe entred into my ſo2owfull 
bꝛeaſt, it did ſo faintly remaine there, that the leaſt ſtyꝛre oꝛ 


noyſe was able enougb to haue bzoken it. And pet although 


it was but weake, it did not tarry with mee, without repꝛe⸗ 
ſenting many fierce battayles in his kind of accuſtomary de⸗ 
monſtrations to my affrighted minde. And this did not hap- 
pen to me that night onelp, of which J ſpake of alone, but 
many times beſoze, and J was almoſt continually moleſted 
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after with the ſame accidents. Mherfoꝛe my ſoule both wa. 
king and ſleeping , hath and doth fe&le equall and like tem⸗ 
peſtious ſtoꝛmes. The complaints which J powzed fo2th in 
the night time, tooke not away they2 turne and place in the 
day, but, as excuſednowe fo2 ſozrowing againe by reaſon of 
thoſe lyes, which Jtolde my Hulband, from that nyght foz- 
ward J did many times lament, and did beginne to bee ex- 
treamelp ſad, and ſoꝛrowful in open and publique company, 
But the day beeing come on, my truſtie Aurte (from whom 
the leaſt part of my greefes was not hid,becauſe ſhe was the 
firſt that knewe the amo2ous ſignes in my face, and had alſo 
imagined diuers future accidents in the ſame) comming to 
viſit mee, when it was tolde her that Panphilus had choſen 


Oh how another Woman, and doubting of me, and moſt carefull foz 
many times my neglected weale,my Yaſband no ſooner went out of the 
amply huſ- Chamber, but ſhee immediatly entered in. And ſteing mee 

ands are (thozow the great anguiſh, and greefe of the laſt night) to lie 


deceiued 


as one halfe dead, with diuers comfoztable wozds ſhee went 
about to aſſwage my furious euils, t fer uent paſſions, and 
taking me in her armes, with trembling handes ſhee wyped 
my face all blubbered with teares, with ſpeaking theſe 
wo2ds. 
«« Pong Lady,and my deereſt ÞPiſtreſſe, thy ſoꝛowes make 
c me beponde all meaſure (ozrowfull,and would afflicte mi: 
c cMo2e, had not J warned thee of the befoze, But thou(moze 
« « wylkfull then wyſe) foꝛſaking my willing tounſells and pꝛe⸗ 
« « cepts,haſt headlong followed thy flattering conteits t pleas 
c c lures, wherefo2e with ſoꝛrowfull cheere, J ſee thee bnhappily 
c ouercome with theſe arefes, which muſt needes be due cha⸗ 
c ſtiſtments fo2 thy raſh t vnreaſonable follyes. But becauſe 
c cuerꝑ one may alwapes as long as life doth laſt, (ſo that hee 
« c haue a willing minde to perfoꝛme it) dectiife from his wic- 


ec ked wapes, and turne againe into the right, J ſhall thinke it 
' « « the deereſt thing to me, that may happen, if from hencefoozth 


c « thon wouldeſt ſhake of the darke clowde from the eies of thy 
e vnderſtanding, obſcured by this wicked tyꝛaunt, and reſtoze 


to them againe the clere light of truth. What be is. tbe mo⸗ 
mentary 
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menfary delights,and the pꝛolonged grefes, which thou haſt , , 
paſſed,and doſt endure foꝛ him may make the apparauntlie , 
knowe. Thou haſt like a pong and ſimple Woman,follow- Youth fo- 


ing moꝛe thy vnbꝛidled will then rayned reaſon, fondly lo⸗ 


pet (as it is (aide) haſte knowne it to be but a moze ſhozte 


then ſweete delight. And what thing els can there be deſired ; a 


oz loked foꝛ heereafter, then that wybich thon haſte alreadye 


had, And yet ir happily it might come to paſſe, that Panphi- : : 
lus ſhould returne againe into thine armes, thou ſhouldeſt = 


feele no other pleaſure then thou wert wont fo do, Fernent 
and hote deũres are wont to be in newe things, in the which,, 
many times putting a cerfaine kinde of hope of a falſe imas | 
ginatiue pleaſure, and thinking that, that good is hydden in, 
them, (which perhappes is not) with great griefe do make 


appaſſionate Louers endure their fozce and heate. Wheras 5 


thoſe thinges, which are already knowne, are wonte to bee 


moze temperatip, and but meanelp liked of, and not halfe ſo a : 
much tn requeſt. But overruled too much with the greedi- | | 
nes of thy diſoꝛdinate appetite, and diſpoling of thy ſelte al- 


together to newe and fantaſficall opinions, thou dooeſt per 


loweth 
will more 


ued, and in loning,fo that ende which is not onely expected, en ...c... 
but commonly alſo deſtred in ſuch paſſions haſt attained, and, 


fozme the contrary, Wiſe and diſcrete folks, perteiuing kot, ag 


ſelues to be in troubleſome places, and full of doubtful daun⸗ 


gers, are wont to rety2e bake againe, rather content a math £1 


ling fo leeſe their labour and trauaile, which they haue endu | 
red vntill that place, to the which thep haue arrpued, and 


deeming it better to returne ſafely again, then going on ſoꝛ⸗ 4 


warde, to endanger themſelues, and to gette no other ende, 


of theyꝛ raſhe attempt then luddaine death. Followe thou, Ah 


therefoze the like example, while thon mayſt, and place now 
with moꝛe modeſtie, aduiſed reaſon befoze lawleſſe wyll, | 


and wyſely bale and helpe thy ſelfe againe out of thys pytte |” 


of perrill and ſozrowe, into the which thou haſt ſuffered thy, 


ſetfe foliſhly to fall. Foztune perhaps yet fauourable vnto, 25 


59 


59 


thee, (1f wyth aduiſe thou wylt take heede) hath not fozeſfal- Sx 


led thy paſſage in returning backe againe, noz hath ſo coue⸗ 
4. | red 
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<< red and choaked vppe the ſame, but that (diſcerning thy fat- 
 « ſteppes well) thou mayſt by the ſelfe ſame come back again, 
« © from whence thou diddeſt firſte moone thy beadſong fate, 
e and be once againe that Fiammetta, which whilom p werte 
c-£ wont to be. 


That which Thy god name, thyne honour, and thy known vertues 
doth prin- are yet vnſtained and whole, and whatſoeuer thou haſte yet 


cipally 


one from 


the bon- 


dage of 
joue, 


belp doone, is not in the mindes of many ſecrete,no2 in the know 


ledge of any publique perſonne commaculated, which beeing 
once cozrupted, hath beene heeretofoꝛe the onely meanes, and 
pet is (as we dailie ſ&) an occaſion to make one fall into the 


A vttermoſt and deepeſt place of all miſchiefe. P2oceede there⸗ 


«© fozeno furder, leaſt thou confemne and waſte that, which 
©© Fozttine bath reſerued fo2 thee, Comfozt thy ſelfe, with thys 
imagination, that thou diddeſt neuer ſe Panphilus, oz cls 
«© that thy huſband was p ſame man. Thy indifferent fantaſy 
is apt fo any conceit, and imaginations are caſiiy ſuffered to 
cc te wꝛought like Maxe. By this way only thou mapſt make 


a thy ſelfe merry againe, which thing thou oughteſt ſpeciallpe 


«© fo deſire, if anguiſh and ſozrow afflict thee lo much, as thy 
£ words do pꝛomiſe, and thy countenance doth pꝛoteſf. Theſe 
woꝛds and ſuch like, not once, but many times, with a ſoꝛz- 
rowfull minde did J heare, without making any aunſwere 
to them againe. And though J was beyond al meaſure trou⸗ 
bled in minde, notwithſtanding J knewe them to bee moſte 
true, but pet the matter very ill diſpoſed, did receiue them 
without any p2ofit at all. But turaing me nowe on one ſide, 
and now on another, ſometimes it happened, that mooued 
with rauing anger, and not reſpecting the pzeſence of my 
auſtere Nurce, with a voice enraged with womanlp greefe, 
and with a ſozrowfull kind of complaint, and greater then 
any of the reſt, J ſapd thus. 
O Megera, O Teſiphon, O Alecto, toꝛmenters of wic⸗ 
7 * ked and woful ſoules, let pour hoꝛrible and vgly haire ſtand 
vppe, and incenſe the cruell & firce Rydras with venimous 
0 anger, and kindle them to newe kindes of quaking feares, 
and with flinging pour crawling Snakes in her * _ 
peedcly 
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ſpeedely into the wicked chamber of that damned adul-, , 
treſſe. Enflame pour miſerable bꝛands foz her vile contunc- , , 
tions, that ſhe enioyeth now with her robbed luer, and be- , , 
ſet their delicate bedde about with them in ſigne of a dirie „ 
pzelage to wicked louers. O any els people of the blacke ha- , , 
bitations of infernall Dis. O pee Goddes of the immoztall ,, 
kingdomes of Styx, be pꝛeſent there, and with your luckles , , 
lamentations (mite feare and hozrour into theſe faithleſe , , 
freendes. O miſerable Scritch Dwle, ſit and ſing ouer their „„ 
hapleſſe houſe, 8 

And O you ominons Harpyes, giue them ſome terrible, 
ſigne of kuture woes. O eternall Chaos, and darkneſſe ene- , 
mie to all light, poſſeſſe the adulterers houſes ſo, that they? , , 
wicked eyes may not beholde , noz e nioy any comfoztable , , 
light at al. And let your mallice(D ye reuengers of wicked „, 
thinges) enter into thoſe mindes , which are ſo ready fo , , 
chaunge,and raiſe vp cruell contention and tragicall mur- „ 
ders betweene them. Alter this caſting out a hot burning , 
ſighe, A added theſe woꝛdes following. O moſt wicked wo⸗ , 


man, whoſoener thou art ( vnknowen to me) thou dooſt now, 
poſſeſſe my luer, ſo long, and ſo often wiſhed foꝛ of me, and , 


J(miſerable woman being farre from him, do in the meane , 
time languiſh in continual paine. Thou doſt enioy the guer „ 


don ok my trauelles and deſertes, and J (deteiued of the , 


fruit) do remaine ſtill in ſowing and powzing fozth pꝛaiers „ 
and conſume mp ſelfe in watring them with continuall , , 
dꝛoppes of teares. 55 

J haue offered oꝛiſons and incenſe to the Gods foz his „, 
pꝛoſperitie (whom thou haſt ſecretly imbeſeld from mee) „ 
and they were heard onelp foꝛ thy p2ofitte. And now behold „, 
with what arte (J knowe not) noꝛ howe , thou haſt roted , , 
bim out of my louing heart, andengrafted him (falſe wo- , , 


man) in thine, And pct J knowe that it is ſo. But with ſuch , , 


content,and ſo mayelt thou loue, and live(J wiſhe) as thou , , 
half made me to dw, And if(perhappes)it be to hard fo2 him , , 


to fall in lone the third time, then let the Goddes deuide „ 


your lues, no other wiſe then they did diſſolue the Grecian , 
: P L Ladie 
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£*Yavies and the Judges of Ida, oz as they did diſſeuer that 
cc of the poung man of Abydas , and of his vigillant and ſoꝛ- 
4 rowkull H eroe, oz as they did bꝛeake of thoſe,of the miſera- 
c hle Sonnes of Eolus, bending their ſharpe iudgement one. 
cc lie againſt the, he himſelfe remaining ſafe. O naughty wo⸗ 
c man, thou muſt ner des haue thought ( viewing wel his come 
cc lie lace) that bee was not without ſome Lady, and loninge 
6 iſtreſſe. | 

cc Jfthou dyddeſt therefo2e ſuppoſe this (which J knote 
cc thou diddeſt imagine, )with what minde diddeſt thou p2ac- 
«c tile to fake that away, which appertained to an other? with 
cc anenuions and fraudulent minde J am ſure. Wherefoze J 
cc will, as my moꝛtall enemie, and wzongfull occupter of my 


cc goodes , purſue the enermoze , and as long as J liue, 


c will nouriſhe and pꝛeſerue my life with hope of thy ſhame⸗ 


Maledicti · full and cruell death. The which J wiſhe map not be ſo 
ons of anen common and naturall as to others it is, but that tourned in/ 
 amoured to a lumpe of maſſie leade , oz Ixions beaute ſtoane ftyed a · 


Woman, 


cc bout thy necke , thou maieſt bee caſt into ſome deepc,and 
ge darke caue, emongeſt the middeſt of tby enemies murde- 
cc ring handes,and that neyther ſtec, oz funerall be graunted 
c to burne and burie thy tozne and maſſacred members, but 
c being pulled in pecces and ſcattered abzoad, they map ſcrue 
cc fo glutte the hungrie mawes of howling dogges, and raut⸗ 
c nous woolnes. Mhich A pꝛap, {after they haue devoured 
c « thy ſofte and tender fleſh,)may foz thy naked bones fiercelie 
« « tarre and truellie fight one with an other, ſo that creedelys 
c c cnawing,and bꝛeaking them in pieces with their wbetted 
gc terth, they may linely repꝛeſent thy wicked pꝛaie, and tte 
TY 7 with thy gluttonous rapine, which in thy deteſted 
lite time thou diddeſt fowlie committe. 


„ Tbere ſhall not eſcape one day, not one night, no not one 


c hower, but my readie mouth ſhalbe full of endleſſe curſes, 
4 Sooner chall the Celeſtiall Beare plumpe downe into the 
„ Otean, and the raging waves of Sicilian Caribdis ſhalbe qui 
et, and the barking Dogges of Scylla ſhal holde their peace, 
. c andripe Cozne ſhall growe in the waues of the Ionian ſea, 
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and the darkeſt night in her ch&feſt obſcuritie ſhall ſhine » 
like Titan his beames,and water with fire, death with life, » » 
and the Sea with windes ſhall ſoner with b:eachleCle faith » 
ber at tarce and make conco2de togeather, befoze J will re- » » 
concile, and eſtabliſhe a peece with thee (vile monſter of wo- » » 
man kinde.) But rather whileſt golden Ganges ſhalbe hote » » 
and Iſtrus colde, and while higbe hilles (hall beare ſturdie » 
Dkes,and the ſofte and watred medowes greene graſſe, ſo » » 
long (foule bꝛothell) will J bee at continuall warre and de- » » 
llaunce with ther? which neyther moztall hatred , noz death »» 
ſhall determine, but purſuing ther amongeſt the deade goſtes » 
and fiendes of Hell, with all thoſe tozmentes that are » » 
vſed there, J wyll confinuallie plague, and cternally pu- 
niſhe thy damned ſoule foz thy condemned and hatcfull , , 
derde. 55 
But if percbaunce thoa doſt ſuruiue me , whatſoeuer ,, 
the manner of my death ſhalbe, and whereſoeuer my mile⸗ z 
rable Shoſt (hall wander) from thence, perfozce J will la⸗ „ 
boar to take it, and entring into thy lothſome bodie , wpll , , 
make the as madde, as the Uirgins , after they had recct» ,, 
ved Apollo. Oꝛ elſe comming in thy ſight, b2oade wakinge » z 
thou (halt ſe mee in a moſt hoꝛrible ſhape,and in thy fearc- , , 


fall ſleepe oftentymes will J awake, and afright thee in the Thevirgine 
vncomfoꝛtable ſilence of the darke night. * is the 
And bꝛerfely in whatſocuer thou goeſt about, oꝛ doſt, 1 er 


will continually be a hozrible obiecte to thy wicked eyes, ? ? 
and a griping cozſiue to thy belliſhe heart:and then(remems ? * 
bꝛing this cruell iniurie) J will not ſuffer thee to bee quiet 
in any place. And ſo long as thou lvueſt, with ſuch a hideous ? ? 
farte(my ſelfe the onelie woꝛker of it) thou ſhalt be continu ? ? 
ally haunted, : 5 
And when thou arte deade, J wyll miniſter occaſions of ? ? 
moꝛe dirie ſtratagems vnto thy miſerably ghoſt. Alas pooze ? ? 
wꝛetched that J am, to what end are my botleſſe wo2ds p3o- ? ? 
longed?J barke and thzeate,q thou doſt bite c hurt me, and ?? 
enfolding my beloned Panphilus betwerne thy vnwozthy » » 
P 2, armes, doſt » » 


- 
— 
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4 dooſt care as much fo2 my menacing and offenſine woꝛdes, 
« gas high and mightie kings fo2 their inferiour and impotent 
c vaſſailes:and no moze then conquering Captaines foz their 
- «« confounded captiues. Alas would J had now Dedalus hys 
c arte, 02 Medeas Cotche,becauſe making wings by the one 
cc fo2 my ſhoulders, and being caryed in the ayꝛe by the other, 
J might ſodaincly alight there, where thou doſt baſely hide 
c and neſtle thy ſelfe, with thy ſtolen lone. O how many thun 
4 dering woꝛdes, and what th2eatning inuectiues with ben. 
« « ded bꝛowes would J calf out againſt that falſe youth , and 
« © againſt thee, vniuſt robber of an others felicitie 2 O with 
4 What villanous termes would J rep2ehend pour deteſtable 
4 folltes? 

C And alter that J had amazed, appaled and attainted pour 
wicked faces with a ſhamefull bluſh, with recifall ol theſe 
; « bnſhamefull faultes, J would then without delay pꝛocede 
« « tolharpe reuenge, and taking thy baire(falſe enchauntreſſe) 
« c in my handes, with pulling and renting them, and dꝛawing 
« « thee here and there by thy treſſes befoze thy perfidos loo⸗ 
c Uer,J would glutte mp ſwelling anger, and fearing thy gar 
« c mentes from thy diſgraced body, with rep2ochfull tauntes 1 
c would friumphe ouer the,mallapart and wicked traytreſſe, 
« « N02 this ſhould not ſuffiſe mee to fulfill my due anger, noꝛ 
c be halfe enough fo2 the , to expiate thy odious crime, but 
With ſharpe naples J would dilfigure, that painted viſarde, 
« « Which ſo much pleaſed his falſe eyes, leauing an eternall 


e « memoziallof their caracters, and reuenge in it. And thy 


ec miſerable body with my greedy teeth pece-meale JF ſhould 
« c Wyuer,leauing the which afterwardes vnto him (that doth 
ac nowe flatter thee)to heale againe,my ſelfe(toyfull-fo2 parte 
ok ſo ſmall vengeaunce ) would hie me home againe to my 
ſozrowfull habitacles. Whyleſt J ſpake theſe wozdes with 
fy2te ſparkeling eyes , with cloſed teeth, and with bended 
fiſt, as though J bad beene at the very action it ſelfe , 4 re- 
mained a pꝛettie while ſilent: and me thought J had indede 

played one Pagent of my greedy reuenge. 
But the cide * with mourncfull voyce lamenting, 


ſayd 
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ſayde thus vnto mie · O daughter ſince thou doſt now know » » 
the furious ty2annte of this paſſion, which thou calleſt thy » » 
God , who doth this moleſt the, temperate thy ſelfe,and » » 
bzidle thy pittious complaintes. 55 
And if the due pittie which thou chouldeſt take of thy » » 1 
owne ſelfe doth not moue ther hereunto, let the regarde of Ihe care ©: 
thy honour perſwade the to it, which foz an olde errour ia OT 
paſſed, may lightly be ſtained with a newe ſhame : Oz at cue wile 
leaſt with-holde theſe complaintes , and oufcries, leaſt that woman fi6 
thy lwuing haſband perceiue not the indirect cauſes of thy vaine | 
dolefull plaintes. And ſo fo2 two cauſes he might wozthelie thoughts & 
be ſozic,and agreeuedat thy ſenceleſſe follie. Then being eds. 
put in minde of my buſbande, and thinking of the wꝛonge, 
and ſhame, J bad done him, mwued with newe pittie, J la- 
mented moꝛe ſenſiblie then J did befoze , and diſcuſſing in 
my minde my cozrupted faith, and the holie lawes of wed- 
locke violated, ſayd. 

O mol faithfull companion in my troubles, my buſbande | 
may be ſozie fo2 little oz nothing. Foz he, which was the oc- 8 
caſton of my offence, hath beene a ſeuere purger of the ſame, | 

J haue long ſince receined a guerdon , and am yet payed * ” 
with to ſenere a rewarde fo2 my demerites. My huſbande | 25 
could not imagine to giue me any greater puniſhment,then | the 
that, which my late lover bath afflicted me with all. Dnely '* 
death(if death be painefull, as it is commonly ſayd)my hul⸗ 
bande may annex fo my other tozmentes , Let hym then 85 
therefoꝛe come, and giue if me quicklie. It ſhalbe no paine 
foꝛ me to die, but a wiſhed pleaſure,becauſe Jgreatlp delire 
the ſame. 

And it ſhalbe moze acceptable and welcome to me, per⸗ 
foꝛmed by his owne handes, whome ſo greatly J haue offen 
ded, then perpꝛetrated by any others, oꝛ by my owne , 2775 : 
be do not giue me if, 02 if it doth not voluntarily come vn- ? ? 
to mee, my troubled wittes ſhall finde out ſome ſpeedie paſ- ? ? 
lage to it,becauſe by meanes of that, J hope to conculde all Buer, 


ay, 1 . ad 
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my ſoꝛrowe at onee. Divers pv- 
Y Huge hell, the laſt and extreameſt puniſhment of dam- of damned 
: | P % ned lvules com 


— 


eta 


I 1 . par:d to the miſerable ſoules, in the moſt toꝛment ing place of all, hath 
W paines of 2 not any toztrue ſo foꝛcible oꝛ equall with mine. Auncient an 


loouer. 


« thoꝛs alleadge and bꝛing in Titius fog an example of great 
> ——— that his encreaſing liner is continnally 


becked, and deuoured of a greedy vulture. And certes though 


= "I accounte his paine not little, pet it is not like to mine. Foz 

ik the hungrie Uulture fede vpon his liner, a hundꝛed thou⸗ 

ſand thouſand gryping , and ſinging grefes continually 

cc awe my heart moze then Charpe billes of any pꝛaping 

© By? des. They likewiſe affirme,that Tantalus placed be- 

' tweene cleere water, and godlie fruife , doth euermoze dye 
" foz hunger and thirſt. 

Py ſelfe(alas)put in the middeſt, and ſwimming in ali 

. , mundane delightes, with afcctionate deſire wiſhing my 

luer, and not enioping him, do ſuſtaine as much, nay ra- 

tber greter paine then he. Becauſe with neuer ceaſing hope, 

. bee thinkes ſometimes to taſt of theſe freſhe waters , am 

N ruddie Apples, that hang on euerp ſide about him Bat 4 

„ (dilpay2ing nowe altogeather of that, which J once hoped 

would haue beene my comfo2te,)do nepther ſee, no2 can ex⸗ 

W cogttate any eaſe foz my greefe , and louing him moze then 

euer J did, by the alluring foꝛces of an other woman, and of 

. his pꝛoper accoꝛde alſo, is ſo kept backe, (bat he hath not one 

Wb _ ly calt me quite out of his remembzannce, but that by mea/ 

3 nes thereof, J am debarred to entertaine the ſmalleſt hope 

that may be of my welfare foꝛ euer after. And miſerable lx 

ion alſo, turmoiling efernally at his vnruly wherle, doth not 

\ " feele ſuch cruell paine, that it may be likened to mine. Be- 

"4 - * cauſe my ſelfe haken with continuall motions of furious 

| | * —— my aduerſe fates doo ſuffer much moꝛe greefe, 

* then euer he can do. And if Þ daughters of Danaus with loſt 

| labour doo continually power water info tubbes full of 

3 to fill them, J ſtraine fo2th greater plenty of 

* feares by the duet flowing conduites of my cies, dzawen frb 

** the hollow taue, t center of my heart. Uherefoze do 3 trou 

able my ſelfe fo recite theſe infernal toztures by one and one 

** Cince that there is heaped in me a greater Chaos of miſeries, 


CC 


then 
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then any there, deuided, oz coniopned, And if J had no other „ 


kinde of anguich to crutiate my miſerable ſoule, that J muſt ,, 
of neceſſitte keeps my dollours ſetret, oꝛ at the leaſt conceale ,, 
and hide thetr ſpain whereas they , with lowde voices, „ 
carelefle ſpeeches publique actions(confozmable to their ſo? „, 
rowes)might diſcouer and manifeſt theirs , by ſo much the > , 
moꝛe ſhould my paines be adiudged greater and mo2e gree- > , 
uous then theirs. Foz (alas) how ſtrong p reſtreined fire and „, 
how moꝛe violently doth it burne, tben that, which hath ful „ 
ſcope, and no obſtacle to exhalate and thzowe his flames a- 
bꝛoad. And how greeuous a thing it is, not to be permitted to „ 
ſpeake one wozd of extreame ſoꝛrowe, that doth ſenſibly toz „. 
ment one, and p; it is not lawful to tel the annoious occaſion  , 
of it, but vnder the ſhewe of a merry countenance it is con , 
uenient to hide it in the ſecret cloſet of an impatient 4 paine » , 


full hart. WWherefoze not extreame ſozrow onely,but exters Death a 
nall death ſhalbe a lightning of my greefe. Let therefoze my 75 


deere huſband come, and in one houre let him reuenge him⸗ 

ſelfe, and ridde me cut of theſe paines . Let his vnſheathed ? ? 
{wozde open my miſerable, and naked bzcſt,and let him in 
one inſtant with plenty of my blode pull fo2th my ſozrow ? ? 
ing ſoule, and diſſolue my infinit c heaped woes, and (as my 
vile wickedneſſe doth deſerue) let him teare this hart there ? ? 


tainer of theſe vile iniuries,p pꝛincipal deceiner of his true 


affections,and p cheefeſt recciucr of his feined freend and ſe⸗ 
trete enemy, After that the Nurce did ſ& me hold mp peace 
and beginne to weepe bitferly, with a milde and lowe voice 
the beganne to replie . Oh dere daughter, what meancth > , 
this, which ſo frantickly thou ſpeakeſtz Thy woꝛzds, are as „, 
baine,as thy conceits moꝛe fwliſh. J haue ſcenc(being now „, 


an old woma)many things which haue paſſed in this wozid „ 


and haue daily knowen the oꝛder, 4 courfe of many ladies » 
gentlewomens loues. And although J am not to be actoun „ 
ted my ſelle amongſt thẽ) pet neuertheleſſe haue J once felt „ 


| the ſecret poiſd of theſe amoꝛous darts which are moze gree- , , 
| nous ſometimes & much moꝛe troubleſome ) to thẽ ot lower „ 


degree, and of pooze condition, then to the nobler and higher „ 
P 4. perſo⸗ 
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cc yerſonages, when as all the meanes and paſſages fo the at- 
<< taining of their deſtres and pleaſures,are topped and cutte 


« of from them, that are needte and powze : Whereas they at 


« « they2 will, and with their wealth may bzeake an open way 
« to heauen. And 5. which thou ſayeſf to be almoſt impoſſible, 
«c and ſo areevous vnto thee, J neuer concetued, noꝛ felt to bee 
ac halfe ſo painefall and nothing fo harde as thou doſt make 
geit? Mhich areefe, although it be indeede bery great, ought 
« «not fo2 all that to wozke ſuch effectes in thee, as to conſume 
« « and waſte thy ſelfe in ſuch woes, and thereby to ſ&ke thy 
c obne death, which moze raſhlte and furiouſly, then by anie 
e god motion of wiſedome oz argument of reaſon thou daſt 
« « wilhe foꝛ. knowe well, that burning anger pꝛocured by fu 
« « rie is blinded, and careth not fo couer if ſelfe, no doth bzok 
«« any bzidle, and dooth admitte no reaſon, and is not afraide 
ok death, but rather dꝛiuen on headlong and vꝛged ok it ſelfe, 
c « it reſiſteth the moztall pꝛickes of ſharpe ſwoꝛdes. But it 
« « thou wouldeſt let this anger of it ſelfe ware ſomewhat col- 
« « der, J doubte not but thy kindled follie ſhould be made ma- 
« « nifeſt to that temperate and coled part. And therefo2e good 


c daughter with patience ſuſtaine his great fozce , and giue 


c place to his furie. 
«« Wherfoze note my words a little, and ſettle thy minds 


\\-:ke com vpon the examples, which J will pzopunde vnto ther. Thou 


tortes. 


arte with inceſſaunt anguiſhe of minde moſt ſoꝛowfull (if ] 
haue well perteiued thy ſpeeches) foꝛ the long abſence of thy 
© © beloued youth gon from ther, and koꝛ bis faithleſſe fidelity, 
fo2 the ſecond loue of his newe choice. And being agreeued 

at theſe(perhappes)vncerfaine and vniuſt iniuries reckneſt 
no paine like vnto thine, But(certes) i thou wouldeſt be ſo 
wiſe, as J do wiſhe thee, thou ſhalt fo2 caſe ot all theſe paine 
full accidentes(pondering well my woꝛds) receiue an eaſie 

t an effectuall remedy, The young man whom thou locueft 
ought without all doubt (accoꝛding to the lawes t oꝛdinan- 
ces of loue)to loue thee àgaine, as thou doſt him, x if he doth 
not, he toth very ill, and pet there is no fozce to compell 
bim thereunto, ünce every one may vle the benefitte — his 
a owne 
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owne liberty as it pleaſech him beſt; Jf thou doll lone him „ 
greatly, and ſo much, that thereby thou doſf endure greate , 
paine, hee is not thereloꝛe to bee blamed, noꝛ thou canſt not,, 
iuſtlp be agreeued with him therefoze, conſſder ing that thon , 
thy ſelfe art the chiefeſt cauſe of this. Foz migbty Love (al, „„ 
though be be a great Lo2de, and his fozces are ineuitable) „, 
could not foz all that againſt thy will, place thy Louer in thy , , 
bark, | I 3 

Thy vagrant witt, and idle thoughts, were the firfte > , 
oꝛiginalles of thy loue, which it thou haddeſt effectually op- 
poſed with thy might, theſe ſozrowfnlil events had not hap⸗ , 
pened vnto ther, as now they haue done, but, as one free fro >, 
ſuch vncouth-paſſions,thou mighteſt haue mocRed him, and „ 
all others, as he (diſpoꝛting himſelfe with his new loue (as , 
thou ſapſt) doth now make but a ieſt of thee.) It is therfoze > , 
neceſſary,ſince that thou haſt ſubmitted thy libertpe fo bys „ 
Lawe, to gouerne thy paſſions acco2ding to his pleaſures, > 
and ſince he thinks it beſt to be farre from the, that thou cos , , 
tent thy ſelle, and not repine thereat. If with feares hee dyd ,', 
bowe entire faith vnto ther, and pꝛomiſed thee to returne, he,, 


did not vſe any newe thing herein, but an olde and common ,, 


tricke, pꝛactiſed out of memoꝛpe, and perfoꝛmed euerp dap , 
of moſt Louers. And theſe are the pꝛancks, and many moze , , 
ſuch faſhions of like conſequence , which are daily taught , , 
and learned in thy God his Court, But if hee hath not kept , , 
with ther that faith t pzomiſe,there was neuer any Judge, , 
that in decyding of this matter, could ſay any moꝛe of it, but „, 
that he did not well, and would ſo acquite him, thinking alſo , , 
with thy ſelfe, that be ſhould do p like, (if any other ſtrange , , 
loue, oꝛ foꝛtune had giuen the ouer fo ſuch a bꝛeache of foz- , 
mer faith) as now thon ſhouldeſt, and J do wiſh thee to dw. , 
He is not alſo the firſt that hath done ſo, no2 thou the firſt, , 


to whom like accidents haue befallen. Iaſon departed from Divers ex- 
Lemnos from Hipfiphile, and returned into T heſlaly fg amples of 
Medea, and from her afterwards to Creuſa. Amozous Par- ole chat 


totſooke 
their loucrs 


ris went from the woods of Ida from Oenon, and returned 
to Troy with faire Hellen. ſheſeus went from Creete from 
Aa 1,-- Atiadne, 
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© © Ariadne and tame to Athens to Phedra. And pet foz al this 
© © neither Hipſiphile, Oenone, oz Ariadne killed themſelues, 
cput reietting all vaine thoughts, buried their falſe Louers 
* © (n darke oblinid, Loue (as I ſaid aboue) doth ther no wꝛong 
ent all, op hath done th& any moze, then thou thy ſelfe woul⸗ 
* © deft take. He vſeth his bowe and arrowes without any re: 


e ſpett of perſons, as we may dailie ſe by p2zofe. And there 


<< are lo many and manifeſt examples, making ſo cleere on his 
* <fidetand foz his manner of inoꝛdinate dealinges, that none 
*© can wozthely be agreened at any badde ſucceſſe , which hee 
© © ciueth,and that can with reaſon (almoſt) bewaple the oꝛdi⸗ 
© © nary arefe,paynes,andcare,which by his meanes and mo⸗ 
© © 1cftations pts followers haue, but rather complaine and la⸗ 
ment their voluntary ſubmiſſion, and be ſozrowful fo2 their 
© © franck conſent which they peelded to him. Foz he beeing but 
© © a wanton,naked and blind bop, doth flye and alight he know 
* © eth not where himſelfe, Wherefoze to be ſoꝛrowfull fo; hys 
© accuſtomed and indirect vſages,tobewapyle his vrkind and 
© © froward abuſes, to receiue no cofozt by him, oz by no means 
: i to thinke to remone him, is rather a loſſe of wozdes and 

„ winde. 
The newe Moman, who hath taken thy beloued in her 
<<© netts,02 els whom hee hath with his cunning guiles ouer⸗ 
* © come, and whom with ſo many renenging wozds thou doſt 
© © menace, with her owne fault (perhaps) hath not made hym 
< © bers,but he with his impoꝛtant ſutes (it may be) and wyth 
©© his flaftering and pittifull wozds,great gifts, and ſeruicable 
© © dedes,hath wonne her to be his. And as thou wert wonte 
**© not able to reſiſte his enchaunting pꝛapers, and to beholde 
his wofall teares) ſa ſhe perhaps as flexible by pꝛapers, pꝛo 
s © miles and pꝛoteſtations. as thy ſelfe, could not endure them 
c without ſome great pittie of his diſtreſſed and ſozrowfall 
e cauſe. It he coulde ſo well by amoꝛous complaints expꝛeſſe 
«© hys hofe deſires, and could ſo cunningly (as thou haſt tolde) 
e like a Crocadile whenſoeuer it pleaſed him,bcwaitle and la⸗ 
<< ment, then muſt thou cletrelp know that teares iopned with 
e beautꝝ are of great foꝛce to obtaine their requeſt. m bes 
; | des 


% 
| Z 
_ 3 N 
+ : | 
— 
- l N ; 


amorous Fiammetta_. 90 


ſides this. Day that the Gentlewoman with her ſugred (pe; - , 
ches, and gracious behauidur bath ouercome him, why, is it -»: 
not a thing commonly vſcd now adapes in the wpzide; tdat -» 
euerp one doth ſeeke his own aduantage, not hauing any re⸗ » 
garde oꝛ care to an other his pꝛeiudice, but where. and when N 
he findeth,enen there and then hee taketh as hee beſt may. „ne 4. 
The god Woman as expert as: thy ſelfe in theſe affay2es, ,.c.. ge. 
knowing (perhaps) him to bee a tunning Knight in Venus, 

Courtlp battailes, allured him therefoꝛe the moꝛe vnto ber. 
And who with-boldeth thee,o2 what impediment haſt tho 5 
to hinder the , that thou mayeſt not do the like to ſome o- | 
ther: which thing, albeit J neither counſell noz commaund. 3 
But if there can be no moꝛe done then map bee, and that of * 
neceſſitie thou art conſtrained to follow Loue, whenſoener , 
thou wilt pull thy necke ont of his ſeruile poke, thou mayelt 5 
quickly finde a great number of pong and luſty Gentlemen 
in this Cittie, moꝛe valiant, noble, pꝛoper, moꝛe woꝛthy and, 
moꝛe louing. and a great deale moꝛe conſtant then hee is. Bp 
Who (as J certainly belene) fo obtaine but the ſmaileſt * Th 
fanour at thy bands that be hath had, would gladly kiſſe the, 
very grounde that thou treaveſt on, Whoſe ſundzy kinds of Dy 
delightfull ſeruices, and [weete pleaſures, ſhall ſo by little, 
and little dztne him out of thy remembꝛaunce, as hee hath | OE 
fo2 loue of his new Gentiewoman baniſhed thee (perhaps) | 
out of his memozy, 
lupiter laugheth at theſe pꝛomiſed faithes, and ſolemne ? ? NY 

oathes, whe they are bꝛoken. And whoſoener doth vſe one, EY 
but accoꝛding as be is vled himſelfe, what canne the wozide | 
ſpeake oz thinke of any moꝛe, then the deſerts of ſuch an one 
did require. To keepe faith with one that bath bꝛoken bys, | #7 
is reputed now adaies but mere mockerye, and to requite EY 
deteits with deceifs , ts elffemed no ſmall poynt of wiſe- /, 
dome. | 
Medea foꝛſaken of I 3 Egeus. And Ari-, 1 
adne foꝛſaken of Theſeus, got Bacchus foz ter Hulband, and 

ſo were their mournings turned into myꝛth. Temperate 2 
therefoze thy greefes, ſuſfer thy paines patiently, becauſe 


Aas. 90 


N The fiſt booke of 


<<. than haſt not any occaſion to be ſozrowful moze fo2 another, 


c then to be pittifull towards thy ſelfe. And whenſocuer thou 
ac wilt, thou ſhalt finde opoztunitte enough to make the ceaſe, 
c conſidering that the ſame, and greater greefes then thyne, 


cc were ſometimes ſuſtained and paſſed away by others,grea- | 


cc fer and moꝛe noble perſorages then thy ſelfe, Foz Deianira 
c Was foꝛgottẽ of Hercules fo2 Iole, and Phillis of Demopho, 
c on, and Penelope of Vliſles fo2 Circe. And all their to2mets | 
e and paſſions were greater then thine,by bow much p heate 
c of their lone was greater and moze feruent then thine. And 
c ſo much the moꝛe if their diu ine eſſence, tmmoztfall powers, 


esc and the hautie condition of thoſe notable men and Women 


Greefe is 


c are well conſidered, and pet they (ſuffered them. In theſe 
c « diſgrates therfo2e thou art not alone, noꝛ the firff, And thoſe 
aduerũties in the which patients haue company, are not ſo 


lelle hurt greeuous and painefull to them, as thou thy ſelfe dweſt ſay. 
full hen NMherefoze bee merry againe, and expell theſe vaine cares, 


one hath 


company 
3JI 17, 


* 


admoniſhing thee to haue befoze thine eyes a continuall 
doubt, and feare of thy dere Yuſband,and of his tuft anger, 


c and yet vntonceiued iealoſie, to whole eares, if perhappes 


ce theſe follies (as needes they muſt at laſte)ſhoulde come, ad⸗ 
c mitte, (as thou ſaiſt) that he could giue thee no other, no2 no 


da leſſe puniſhment then death, the very ſame (foꝛ as much as 


c one can die but once) ought euerpe one (when his bowꝛe is 
c come, and when he can) to take it in the beſt ſozte, and o2der 


cc he map. And thinke, that if that kind of death, which in thy 


$ 


c rage t angrye mode thou dweſt ſo quickly e ſo wickedly de- 
& ſire, ſhould followe and happen vnto thee, with what greate 
« infamp, and euer laſting ſhame ſhould thy liuing memo2ye, 
« thy deere honour, thy god name, and thine honeſtpe, ſuruiue 
c c and remaine fo2 euer after blotted, and ignomtoufly obſcn- 
« c red, 2 ä | 

« £ Moꝛldly thinges ſhoulde bee vſed,not as troubleſome 
c ſubſtaunces, but as tranſitozy ſhaddowes. UWherefo2ze from 
c hentefoꝛte, let neither thy ſelfe, noꝛ any other, put any afft- 


asc àuntce in them, whether they haue a pꝛoſperous oz pꝛepoſte⸗ 


rous iſſue, noꝛ pet thꝛowne downe in aduerſitie, let not _ 
"Al þ | 0 
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of the otherſide diſpayꝛe of the beſt. Clotho mingleth theſe , 
and thoſe things together, and fo2biddeth that Foztune ber 
ſtable and conſtant, and chaungeth euery fate. None bad ee / 
uer the Goddes ſo fauourable fo their willes, that they » » 
might p2elentlye binde them vnto them, oz coulde at, 
any time haue them tped to their affections. Foz they,p20- » 
noked by the gnilt of our ſins, turne our affaires fopſye tur- 
up, and Foꝛtune againe helpefh thoſe, that be valiant coura⸗ » 
gious, and ſtoute minded, reiecting thoſe that are puſillant- » 5 
mous, fearcfull ę doubtfult in their enterpꝛiſes. And now it „. 
is time to pzone if vertue haue any place in thee. Admitte z 
that at al times it may neuer be remmued, though oppzeſſed » , 
with darke clowdes of aduerſities, and darkned with blacke » » 
tempeſts of miſ-foztune, it is oftentimes choaked and lyeth » » 
ſecrete and hydden.Yope alſo hath this pꝛoperty annexed to 
it, that it is not a guide fo afflictions, no2 ſheweth any way » 
to greefe oz ſoꝛrow. Mherefoꝛe, bee that may hope in anpe » 
thing, let him diſpayze of nothing. Wee are foſſed with the > » 
fluctuant waues of our deſtinies, and thoſe thinges (beleeue „ 
me) that they pꝛepare foz vs, cannot with ſo light care, with > » 
ſo ſmall regarde, oꝛ with ſo (one labour bee chaunged. The 
greater part almoſt of that, which we (moztall generation) » 
epther do, oz ſuffer,commeth from tte heauens aboue. 532 

Lachiſis doth kepe a decreed Lawe to her Diſtaffe, and 
doth dzaw foꝛth euery thing by a limitted wap. The firſte , 
dap ſhe giueth thee is the laſt : neyther is it lawful to wꝛeſt , 
determined things, and w2ougbt aboue with the influences „ 
of the Planets, to an other conrſe. It hath hurt many fo be » + 
afraid of an inmonable o2der,and many alſo in not fearing » » 
the ſame, Becauſe while theſe are a fearing their owne de⸗⸗ 
ſtinies, the very ſame are already befallen to the vnawares. » » 
Leaue therefoze thy grefes and ſozrowes, which volunta: » 1 
rilie thou haſt pꝛocured and line iopfullp, putting thy hope > 3 
in the Gods, and endeuour fo do well: becauſe it hath often , 
times come fopaſſe,that when one doth think himſeife fur- » » 
deſt from felicitie, then with an inopinate ſteppe he is ſud⸗ > 
dainly entred into it. Manp Shippes ſecurely ſapling tho⸗ 

— - rowe 
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«crow the deepe and wide Seas, baue beone offentimes caſt a. 


c wap in the mouth of the wyſhed Hauen. And ſome againe, 


c diſpay2ing altoget ber of ſuccour,haue in the ſelfe ſame day, 
cc and daunger, pra ſuddainly arriued fo the deſired ende of 
c their long voyage. And J haue ſeene many frees ſmittẽ with 
« c Iupiters ſcoꝛching lightnings, and in fewe dayes after again 
<< conered ouer with greene leaues, and loaden with goodly 
c fruite. And ſome againe cheriſhed with great care, by ſome 
c ſecrete and ſuddaine accident, withered quite awap. Fickle 
4 Foztune both pelde ſundzy effects: foz as ſhe hath been the 
c inſtrument of thy long greefe, ſo (if by hope thou dwſt nou⸗ 
cc riſh thy like) Chee wyll likewiſe miniſter to thee manie oc, 
<< caffons # wholſome meanes of double toy againe. And nowe 
a ſhe helde her peace. 

But as many times as the perteiued me dilkracted ins 
to theſe vnwonted and extreameſt paſſions, ſo did the ſage 
Nurce vſe theſe ſpeeches towardes nice, thinking with her 
ſelfe fo d2tne theſe irremmuable grefes, and obſtinate an- 
guiſh out of my minde, reſerued onely foz the full conſuma- 
tion of my death. But none oꝛ fewe of her graue counſelles, 
did touch my troubled mind with effect, and p greateſt part 
of them ſpent in vaine, baniſhed away in the apꝛe. And 
my ſozrowfull ſoule did euerp day moꝛe ſenſibly feeie moze 


greene and grenous wounds. UWherfoze lying many times 
vpꝛight vpon my rich bedde, with my face couered betweene 


mine armes, J imagined diuers great matters, and ſtrange 
things in my troubled minde. And now J will begin (piftt- 
full Ladies) to tell of moſt cruel! thinges , and not credible 


They that almoſt to be batches in the bꝛeaſt of a ſimple Woman, if the 
loue yofor- ſequell of theſe, oꝛ greater then theſe were not ſcene after- 
tunatly doo wards to come fo paſſe, M harte beeing therefo2e cleaued 


wet --1. almoſt a ſander with vnſpeakable grafe , and perceiuing 


them ſelues. 


my Louer to bee farre from mee, like a deſperate and fran- 


« « ticke Nlomanne J beganne thus to ſay to my ſelfe. Behold 
ga the very ſelle and ſame occaſion, which Sidonian Eliza had 
c « to abandon this hatefull wo2id,craell Panphilus bath giuen 


me. And (alas) a great deale wozſe. It pleaſeth him * 
0; 


- 4. I _ * FW Ye RU OT 


VCC =. 


IS 


he — — A ; ; C44 \ ” 


amorous Fiammetta. 92 


foꝛſaking theſe,J ſeeke out other regions. And ſince Jam, , 
become his ſabiect,J will fulfill his hard beheſte and pitty- , , 
les pleaſure : and in one how2e J will requite my hapleſſe , , 
loue, my committed wickedneſſe,and my iniaried and deere „ 
huſband with a tragicall and vnnatarall death. And if op- , , 
pꝛelled ſoules, deliuered out of thys co2pozall pꝛyſonne, haue 
any liberty in the newe woz2ld , J wyll without delay con⸗ , 
topae mine with hys. And where my body cannot bee, my , » 
ſoule (hall ſupplye the place of it. 1B:holde therefoze J wy ll , , 
die, and ſo rydde me of all theſe paines, A thinke it moſt con-, 
uenient, that with theſe handes J execute this laſt ſfrata-, , 
geme vpon my ſelfe. Becauſe there can be no other hande ſo , 
truell, that can perfectly per foꝛme that, which iuſtly J haue „ 
deſerued. J wyll therefoze without delay willingly take mp , , 
death, the remembꝛaunte of which, althougb it be terrible to,, 
my weake ſexe, and to my womanly thoughts, pet ſhall it be , 
as welcome vnto me, as this painfull life is yzkeſome vnto , 
my ſoule. [1 | 

And after that J had reſolued vppon this laſt pzetence, 
A began to deuiſe with my ſelfe, which was, of a thouſande 
wapes the beſt,fo take my life from me, And firſt of all colde 
and ſharpe vꝛons came fo my minde, the mo2tall meanes of 
many one hys vntimelp death, conſidering that the ſaid E- 
liza by their cruelty did foꝛſake thys comen apꝛe: and then 
after theſe the deathes of Biblis and Amata were pꝛeſented 
befoꝛe mine eyes, the manner of which was offered to mee 
to ende my weary life. But moꝛe carefull of my honoz and 
god name, then chary of my ſelfe, and fear ing moꝛe the ma⸗ 
ner ok dying, then death it ſelfe, the one ſeeming vnto me ves 
ry infamous, and p other too extreame cruell in þ mouthes 
and mindes of euerp one, were occaſions to make me refuſe 
the one, and not to like of the other. Afterwards J imagined 
to do as the Sagontines, and as thoſe of Abydas dyd, the firſt 
fearing Hanniball, of Carthage, and y other Phillip of Ma- 
cedon, committing themſelues and all they2 goods to þ fu⸗ 
ry of conſuming flames. But knowing that thys coulde be 
no ſmall detriment to my deere Yuſbande, vnculpable and 
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guiltleſſe of my evils, I refuſed alſo this kinde of death, as 3 
did the reſt befoze. After theſe J called to mind venimous 
iuyces, which heeretofoꝛe aſſigned to Socrates, to Sophoniſ- 
ba, to Hanniball, and to many other Pꝛinces moꝛe, their laſt 
dates. And many ol theſe indeede as they pleaſed my chang, 
able fancie, ſo did J thinke them fitte foz' the purpoſe. But 
perceiuing that in going about to ſeeke them, no little time 
was requiſite, and doubting leaſte by enquirie of them my 


d2ifts ſhonlde bee called in queſtion,and ſifted out, and that 


my determined purpoſe alſo in the meane while, might per- 
baps haue beene altered, J imagined fo ſ&ke out ſome other 
kinds of death, Ulherefoze J bethought me (as many times 
J had done befoꝛe) fo peelde bppe my feeble ſpirits betwene 
my knees, but doubting leaſt it ſhould be known, and ſuſpec- 
ting ſome other impediment incident fo it, J paſſed fo other 
headlong thoughts. And the very ſame occaſion (and lraſt J 


ſhould be alſo ſcene) made me foꝛſake the burning, and ſwa- 


lowed coales of Portia, But the death of Ino and of Melicer 
ta, t likewiſe the hunger ſtarued ende of Eriſichthone, occui 
ring to my memozy,the long time, that J ſhould haue itt ex- 
ecuting the one, and in ſtaping fo2 the other, made me alſo fo 
retect them, thinking that the paine of the laſte did a greate 
while nouriſhe the languiſhing body. But beſides all theſe 
wapes, the pꝛecipitate death of Perdix falling fr the high- 
eſt Towꝛe of Creete, came alſo to my minde, which ſperdie 
kind of death onely pleaſed me infalliblie to followe, as one 


deuoide of all inſuing infamie, ſaying to my ſelfe. Caſting 


my ſelfe downe from the higheſt Turrets of- my Pallace, J 
" ſhall craſh my boanes in a hundzed peeces,and daſhe out my 
bꝛaines, and by all thoſe ſeuerall peeces will yeelde vppe my 


Þ f hapleſſe ſoule contaminated with pꝛepared goare, and rea- 


dy bꝛoken vp to be offered vppe as a Sacrifice to the Gods. 
And fewe oꝛ none there are that will imagine and ſay, that 


Ss © by mine owne crueltp, furie, o: pꝛoper will, this death beſell 


vnto me, but imputing it rather to ſome vnlucky chaunce, 
with powzing out pittifull teares foꝛ mee, will bewayle my 
" vntimelie death, and curſe my kroward Fozfune, 


This 
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This deliberation there foꝛe toke place in my mind, and 
it liked me eſpetiallte to put the ſame in pꝛactiſe, thinking to 
baue vſed great pittie towards me, if J had perhaps become 
pittileſſe and cruell againſt mine ow une ſelfe. This determi⸗ 
nation therefoꝛe had now taken (ure rote in my bart, and A 
did not attend foz any thing els, but fitte time, when a chillie Wicked 


cold ſuddainly entring into all my boanes, made me fremble thoughts 
foz very feare, which bzought theſe wozds with it, ſaping. O cuer warre 
miſerable Woman, what dweſt thou intende fo do? Mylt with good 


thou (ouercome with madde anger) in a ſenceles rage & fury » » 
caſt thy ſelfe away :? At thou wert nowe confkrained to die of » 
ſome greeuous infirmitte > wouldeſt not thou (alas) cnde- > , 
uour and ſeeke to liue, becauſe at the length thou mighte t 
ſ& thy Panphilus once moze befozce thy death? Doſt not thou » » 
thinke that when thou art deade, thou ſhall neuer ſee bim a- » » 
gaine, and that no kinde ofpittie,that hee may vſe in thy be⸗ 3 
halfe, map helpe thee any thing at all. Foz what did p flacke » 
returne of Demophoon p2ofitte bnpaticnt and ſtrangled » 3 
Phillis 2 Sbe floziſhing without any delighte ſelt his com- > 3 
ming, which if ſhe could haue ſtated foz, he might haue found „ 
ber ſtill a Woman as he left her, and not a Tree. Line-ther- 2 » 
foze Fiammetta, foz he will pet foz all this (returning as a 
freende 02 as an enemie at length) come to thee againe. And » 
with what diſpoſed minde ſocner he returne , thou canſt not 
choſe but loue him ſtill. And perhaps thou ſhalt ſ& him, falk 5 » 
with him,and-moue bis vnconſtant and harde barte to tom⸗ 
paſſion of thy woefull plightes. Yee is not made of ſturdye » 
Dake, no2 of Flintp ſtone, noꝛ boꝛne, bꝛedde, no2 nouriſhed » 3 
in a hollow Cane amongſt wylde Beaſtes, and did neuer 5 
ſucke the milke of Tygres, noꝛ dꝛinke any other ſauage and 
truell beaſtes blad, neither is bis hart made of Diamonde, » 
02 of ſteele,and is not of ſo bꝛutiſhe and ruſticall inclination, » » 
but that he will lend his eares,and bende his hart to my pit- > 3 
tifull plaints, paſſions, and perſwaſions, and take ſome rc- » » 
moꝛſe of coequall tommiſeration of my ſuſtained ſoꝛrowes. » 
But if he will not be ouertome with pittie, then wearyed of 
thy lothſome life, it ſhall be moze lawfull foz thee (dziucn on 
B b. 8 bp 
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F c c on by maniteſt diſpay2e) to kill tbr lelfe. Thou haſt paſſed 
N c away moꝛe then one whole pere (without him) a penſiue 
4 cc and painefull life, and wel maieſt thou pet (though with re- 
c doubted greefe) rubbe out an other. Death dofb not faple at 
Any may ante time, whenſoeuer one doth eyther deſtre,o2 pꝛocure it, 
| have _ which will be then as pꝛeſt, and moze ready to come, then 
_ * nowe he is. And thou mateft then depart with hope, bee he 
n neuer lo malicious and cruell, that being at thy pꝛeſent and 
c hapleſſe death, he will ſhedde ſome teares. Recall therefoze 
« c againe thy ouer raſhe and cruell aduiſe. Betauſe whoſoeuer 
Who baſte. haſteneth to much to wicked connſell,ſtadyeth after wardes 
neth to wic to repent himſelfe by leyſure. And this laſt parte of thy tra⸗ 
Eed coũſe ll, gicall life, which thou Beſt meane to plap, is not a thing that 
Rudicth to map afferwards be amended with vaine repentance: which 
1099 by if it did follow, conld not with all the foꝛte it had, recall it 
backe againe. By mind beeing thus mollified with theſe ar- 
guments, with a ſuddain altered purpoſe, and inopinate ad- 
uiſe, I kept a long time in an eqaall poyſe of moderate rea / 
on. But dzeadfull Megera launcing it with ſharpe and mo⸗⸗ 
tall woundes of arefe, diſturbed by ſetled ſences , and dyl⸗ 
tourned my willing minde from following this god moti⸗ 
on, and egged me on fo pꝛoſecute, and to pzactiſe my firſt vn 
naturall and cruell reſolution, which now J thought pꝛiuilp 
and earneſtly to bꝛing to effect. Uherefoze (to cloake it) J 
 alwayes ſhewed mine olde Nurce a merry countenaunce, 
and did finely counferfette my ſadde cheere, with ſome plea- 
ſant kind of comfoztable ſpeeches, to whom,becauſe J would 
c baue had her gone out of the Chamber, J ſayd.1Behold (god 
cc Pather) how J haue planted thy moſt true reaſons & graue 
"© coliſels with great p2ofit in my bꝛeaſt, but becauſe this blind 
* furie map depart out of my foliſh mind, withdzaw thy ſelfe 
"from hence awhile, t leaue me tomy reſt, that am nowe ve⸗ 
rie deſirous to llepe. But thee being as full of ſubtiltie as 
my ſelfe, and as one that did dinine of my ſecrete intent, c6- 
mended much the minde J had to ſleepe, and as ſhee was c6- 
manded, went a little wap from me, into a dark coꝛner hard 

ap, but would by no meanes goe out of the Chamber, 


But 
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But becauſe J woulde not giue her any occaſion fo ſul⸗ 
pect that, which J went abont,clene contrary to my minde 
— deſire, J ſtcemed to like well of her ſtaping ſtill, thinking 
that after ſhe had ſcene mer ſleepe, ſhee woulde have gone as 
way. With quiet reſt therefoze 3 fayned this imagined de⸗ 
ceite,in the which although notbing appeared outwardly, 
pet thinking of that howꝛe, which ſhould haue beene my laſt 
in this pleaſing woꝛld, full of bitter anguiſh, and enaironed 
rdunde about with legions of ſtinging greefes, J muttered 


B foꝛth theſe woꝛds to my ſeife, ſaping. 


O miſerable Fiammetta, and of all Momen that line 
in this woꝛld the moſt miſerable, behold thy Glaſſe is nowe 
runne, thy lateſt day, howꝛe, and laſt periode is come : And ? ? 
after that from the higheſt place of thy Pallace thou ſhalte ? ? 
baue thꝛowne tby ſelfe headlong downe , and that thy ſoule ? ? 
ſhall haue foꝛſaken thy bzuſed bodie, then let thy tearcs bee ? ? 
dꝛyed vp, let thy ſighes then furceaſe,and thy ſoꝛrowes, and 
dcſires be determined, and then in one howꝛe, with the deere 
pꝛite of thy ſpilled blod.+ with y raunſome of thy pale death ? ? 
thou ſhalt redeme thy ſelfe from the bonds and captinitie of ? ? 
loue, And then ſhalt thou cancell the verball Obligation of ' ? 
Panphilus his pꝛomiſed and vnperfoꝛmed faith. Thys dan 
thou ſhalt haue the deſerued embꝛacings of him. This day ? ? 
the Pillitary Enſignes of love ſhall coner thy body, wyth a ? ? 
diſhoneſt and vnſemely toꝛture. This day thy wearyed ſpi⸗ 
rits ſhall ſe bim. This day thou ſhalt know,foz whom thou ? ? 
haſt fozſaken thy ſelfe. This day of fozce thou ſhalt make 
bim pittifull. This day thou ſhalt beginne the vengeance of ? 
the yong and wicked Sozcercfle, and thy malitious copart- ? * | 
ner, 57 

But Dh p& Goddes, if any pittie doth harbour in your ? ? 
dinine bꝛeaſts, be fauorrable to me in theſe my laſt pꝛapers. 
Suffer not my death, and the memozy of my life to paſſe a- ? ? 
mongſt the rude populare, with blotte of diſhono2 & ſtapne ? ? 
of infamie. And if in taking the ſame there bee any fanlte ? ? 
committed, behold there is a pꝛeſent ſatiſ⸗faction, ſince that ? ? 
I die with feare to publiſh the occaſten thereof, 5 
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The fift booke of 


* The reuealing of which, ſhoulde be certes no (mall com- 
by oF cc fozt vnto mee, if J belteued that in talking of it, it might e⸗ 
”” c ſcape without ianominious blame. Make my dere Yuſ, 

c hande alſo (pe ſacred Goddes) ſuffer it with patience, whoſe 
cc true lone, if J had duely obſeraed, and had rightly perfoz- 
c medlanos holp lawes, J might haue pet liued a happpe and 
« « merry Moman, without troubling pour diuine Godheads 
with theſe earneſt pꝛapers. But like an ignoꝛaunt Tloman 
c of my thꝛiſe happy eſtate, and( as others of my condition are 
vomẽ take wont to do) following euer the woꝛſt. and foꝛſaking p beſt, 
cue the am nowe woozthely appaide with this vnfoꝛtunate and due 
Le retomponce. O fatall Acropos,by thy infallible blowe to al 
ag, the woꝛld, J humbly pꝛap the, that thou wouldeſt with thy 
« power guide my falling body. and diffolue my ſoule not with 
to great paine from the thꝛedde of thy Siſter Lacheſis. And 
c « thee O Minos reteiuer of it, by that lone that ſomtimes bur, 
c ned the, and by this blod, which now J offer vnto the, euen 
ge by the lame, ⁊ by what els may mowue thee (infernall Judge) 
Jobteſt thee, fanourably to conduct it fo the places appoin- 
g ted by thy iuſt indgment fo2 it, and that ſo crnell and ſharpe 
dsc to2mments be not pꝛepared fo2 it, as to deeme and repute the 
c inñnite paines, that it hath already paſſed, but light in re⸗ 
s ſpect of them to come. 
After J had ſpoken theſe woꝛdes to my ſelfe, incenſed 
Feliphon appeared befo2e mine epes, and with a ſenceleſſe 
murmure, and contracted and menacing fozehead, made me 
afraide of a wozſer life to enſue, then that which was alrea- 
die paſt, but afterwards, with a kind of confuſed ſpeeche,ſay- 
1 ing. (That nothing which was neuer tryed could be hurtful) 
'Y tnflamed my froubled mind with a moꝛe eager deſire of my 
owne rutne. Wherfoze perteiuing that my olde Nurce was 
not pet gone, and doubting leaſt her long tarping might not 
marre my matters, being nowe reſolued to die, oꝛ that ſome 
other accident might not take it quite awap, with diſplap⸗ 
© ed armes vpon my bed, and emb2acing it, 3 ſaid. O bedde 
* << farewellprping the Gods, that hon maiſt bee moꝛe foꝛtu⸗ 
nate and gracious to thy next Piſtreſſe whom thou ſhalt re⸗ 
ceiue, 
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ceine,then thou haſt biene to me. After which wo2zds,my cies , , 
rolling about p chamber, the which J neuer thought to haue 
ſcene any moꝛe, ſurpꝛiſed nowe with ſuddaine griefe, J was 
depꝛiued of the light of the Heauens, and groue ling vp and 
downe, ſur ſepſed (A know not) with what a ſhiuering and 
trembling feare thozow out all my body, J would haue rp⸗ 
ſen vppe, but euerp part ot the ſame ouercome with quaking 
feare, did not ſuffer me, but J fell ſuddainly downe againe, 
not once, but thꝛiſe vpon my face: in which occurrant 3 felt 
a fierce warre betwerne mp angry ſoule, and my timo2ous 
and vitall ſpirits, which by maine foꝛce did keepe it Mill, that 
faine would haue flowen away. But my ſoule at laſt ouer⸗ 
comming them, and dꝛiuing away colde feare from me, ſud⸗ 
dainly kindled me with a bote and burning dollour, and ſo J 
recouered my wandzed fozces againe. And pet my face moz- 
phewed with the pale colour of death, J violently roſe vppe, 
and as the ſturdy Bull, hauing received ſome moztal pꝛicke 
fiercely runneth vppe and downe, beating and tozmenting 
him ſelfe, enen ſo helliſh Teſiphon, gadding madly vp and 
downe befoꝛze myne epes, made me (like a frantick and mad 
Woman, and not knowing mine owne kancies)caſt my ſelfe 
from the bedde vpon the grounde, and ledde by this infernal 
fende, J did runne towards the ſfay2es that went vp to the 
higheſt part of the houſe. And hauing in a trice leaped ont of 
the Chamber, with moſt extreame lamentations and care- 
leſſe lokes, vie wing euerp part of the houſe, at laſt wyth a 
hollow and feeble voice J ſayd, O molt vniuckie lodging vn, 
to me, remaine thou here foz euer, and make my fall mani- | 
feſt to my Louer,if euer hee returne againe. And thou O 5 
deere Yuſbande, comfo2t thy ſelfe, and from hence fozwarde ,, 
ſeke ont a newe wyfe, but a moze wyſe, louing and moꝛe 
lopall mate the Fiammerta hath bene vnto ther. O my deere 
Siſters,Parents,and all the reſte of my other companions | : 
and freendes, wyth all ye (my faithfull Sernaunts, lyue ver 
bere ſtyll with all the fauoure that the Goddes may affw2d | 


you, 
Bbz. Thus 


*. 
r 
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«« Ffhercucaling of which, ſhoulde be certes no ſmall com- 
cc foʒt vnto mee, if J befceved that in talking of if, it might e- 
ec ſcape without ianominious blame. Matze my dere Hul⸗ 
c hande alſo (ve ſacred Goddes) ſuffer it with pattence, whoſe 
cc true lone, if J bad duely obſerued. and had rightly perfoy- 
c med lunos holy lawes, J might haue pet liued a happye and 
c merry Moman, without troubling pour diuine Godheadg 


e with theſe earneſt pꝛapers. But like an ignoꝛaunt Uloman 


« « of my thzile happy eſtate, and(as others of my condition are 


worng cake wont to do) following euer the woꝛſt. and fozſaking 5 beſt, 


euet the 
worſt in 


hand, 


am nowe wooꝛthelp appaide with thts vnfoꝛtunate and due 
recompence. O fatall Atropos, by thy infallible blowe fo all 
c the world, J humbly pꝛap the, that thou wouldeſt with thy 
c power guide my falling body. and diſſolue my ſoule not with 
ko great paine from the thꝛedde of thy Siſter Lacheſis. And 
c thee O Minos reteiuer of it, by that lone that ſomtimes bur⸗ 
c ned ther, and by this blood, which now J offer vnto ther, euen 
« « by the lame, ę by what els map moue thee (tnfernall Judge) { 
c Jobteſt the, fauourably to conduct it fo the places appoin? 
e fed by thy iuſt iudgment ſoꝛ it, and that ſo cruell and ſharpe 
« toꝛments be not pꝛepared foꝛ it, as to deeme and repute the 
« c Infinike patnes, that it hath already paſſed, but light in re⸗ 
e ſpect of them to come. 

After J had ſpoken theſe woꝛdes to myſelfe , incenſed 
Teſiphon appeared befo2e mine eyes, and with a ſenceleſſe 
murmure, and contracted and menacing foꝛehead, made me 

_ afcaide of a wozſer life to enſue, then that which was alrea⸗ 
die paſt, but afterwards, with a kind of confuſed ſpeeche, ſap⸗ 
ing. (That nothing which was neuer tryed could be burtfal) 

inflamed mp froubled mind with a moꝛe eager deũre of my 
owne rutne. Wherfoze perteiuing that my olde Nurce was 
not pet gone, and doubting leaſt her long tarping might not 
marre my matters, being nowe reſolued to die, oꝛ that ſome 
other accident might not take it quite away, with diſplap⸗ 
ed armes vpon my bed, and einbꝛacing it, 3 ſaid. O bedde 

2 . — the Gods, that thon maiſt bee moꝛe foꝛtu⸗ 
nate and gracious to thy next Piſtreſſe whom thou ſhalt re⸗ 

| ceiue, 
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teiue, then then halt beene fo me, After which wozds,myp cies, , 
rolling about p chamber, the which J neuer thought to haue 
ſcene any moꝛe, ſurpꝛiſed nowe with ſuddaine griefe, J was 
depꝛiued of the light of the Beauens,and groueling vp and 
downe, ſurſeyſed ( know not) with what a ſhiuering and 
trembling feare thozow out all my body, J would haue ry⸗ 
ſen vppe, but enery part ofthe ſame onercome with quaking 
feare,did not ſuffer me, but J fell ſuddainly downe againe. 
not once, but thꝛiſe vpon my fate: in which occurrant I felt 
a fierce warrebetweene my angry ſoule, and my timo2ous 
and vitall ſpirits, which by maine fozce did keepe it ſtill, that 
faine would haue flowen away. But my ſoule at laſt ouer⸗ 
comming them, and dꝛiuing away colde feare from me, ſud⸗ 
dainly kindled me with a bote and burning dollour, and ſo Y 


retouered my wandꝛed fozces againe. And pet my face moꝛ⸗ 


phewed with the pale colour of death, J violently roſe vppe, 
_ as the ſturdy Bull, hauing received ſome moztal pꝛicke 
fiercely runneth vppe and downe, beating and tozmenting 
him ſelfe, enen ſo helliſh Teſiphon, gadding madly vp and 
downe befoꝛe myne eyes, made me (like a frantick and mad 
Moman, and not knowing mine owe fancies)caſt my ſelfe 
from the bedde vpon the grounde, and ledde by this infernal 
fende, J did runne towards the ſtayꝛes that went vp to the 
higheſt part ot the houſe. And hauing in a trice leaped ont of 
the Chamber, with moſt extreame lamentations and care- 
leſſe lokes, vie wing cuery part of the houſe, at laſt wyth a 
hollow and feeble voice J ſayd, O moſt vnluckie lodging bn, 
to me, remaine thou here foz euer, and make my fall mani⸗ 
feſt to my Louer, ił euer hee returne againe. And thou Oh I 
deere Yuſbande, comfoꝛt thy ſelfe, and from hence fozwarde | 
ſeke out anewe wyfe, but a moze wyſe, louing and moze 
lopall mate the Fiammetta hath bene vnto thee. O mp deere | 
Siſters,Parents,and all the reſte of my other companions * 
and freendes, wyth all ye (my faithfull Seraaunts, lypue vie, 
bere ſtyll with all the fauoure that the Goddes may affw2d | 


you, 
Bbz. Thus 
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1oth not h ſome ſaddaine feare awaked out of a lumber, carelefiye 
ſuffer wic- leauing of her wozke at the wheele , greatly amazed at the 
ked deter- fight of this ſpectacle, lifted vppe her aged bod, and, crying 
minan00s ag {onde as ener lhe could, made poſte haſte to followe mee, 
Ig o who with a hozce vopte, and ſcarcely bndecſtode of me ſaid. 


The ſiſt boost 


- Thuslike a madde Woman, with ſozrowfull wo2ds 3 
did haſten to my wicked ende. But the olde Narce, as one 


c c daughter whether doft thou run, what madde fury dooth 
c daiue the fozwarde ? Js this the fruite that my woꝛdes (as 
« c thou ſaydſt) by the reteiued comfozt of them, did put in thy 
c eaſt 2 Whether goeſt thou? Tarry foz me (alas) After- 


 « wardes with a lowder voyce ſhe yet exclaimed. O ye pong 


c menne,and ſeruannts of the houſe come, come quickly & take 
c away this fonde Woman, and kepe her backe from her fu⸗ 
cc rious actions and deſperate intent. Yer vociferations were 
of no fozce,and their haſt leſſe ſpeedie . And me thought J 
had Mercury his winges faſtened to my ſhoulders, and that 
ſwifter then Atlanta, nap then any wynde J did flye to my 
violent death: But of vnexpected chaunces (appending as 
well to god as to wicked purpoſes) one (alas) was an octa⸗ 
ſion to make me ſtill eniop this lothſome life: Becauſe my 
long garments, waving and blowne abꝛoade with the fozce 

of my haſty flight, and friendly enemies to my furious p2e- 
tente, mp ſelfe alſo not able to refraine my courſe, were fa⸗ 
- Nened 3 (know not howe) to a ſhyaered poſte by the wall, 
as J was running, and interrupted my ſwift paſſage, which 
fo2 all theftrining and pulling that J could do) dtd not ſul⸗ 
fer me to leane any pece of them bebinde me. Mherefoze 
whilſt J was labouring to vnde them, the ſoꝛrowful Nurce 
bꝛeathleſle, and panting came vppon me, to whom (J remẽ⸗ 
ber) with taynted cherkes, full cf burning anger, and with 
<< ontragious outcryes, J ſaid. O miſerable olde woman pack 
©© from hence in an euili how2e if thy life bee deere vnto ther. 
©© Thinking to helpe me thou dooſt hinder me, in act permits 
©* ting me to execute this [aſt + moꝛtall duety, reſcined theres 
<< pnto, and ſpurred on with an eager deſire to tut in ſunder 


* © the webbe of all my woes. Becauſe whoſocuer dooth let one 
| rom 


amorous Fiammetta -.. 96 


from dying. that is diſpoſed, deſirous, and reſolued to die, Who doth 
doth no leſſe then kill bim himſelfe. Mherfoze thou art now binder — 
become my homicide, thinking to deliuer me from death, and r 10 de. 


(like the greateſt enemy to my quiet reſt ) dooſt endenour pn 
with thy thankleſſe office fo pꝛolong my ſozrowes: | doch kill 


Py tongue erclatmed, and my hart burned wyth ire, him. 
and vet thinking to haue looſed my garments in halt, J dyd 
enfangle and faſten them moꝛe and moꝛe, (which as ſwne 
as IJ had founde out the way fa vndo) J was immediatly 
helde and ſtaied by the noiſe of the clamoꝛous Nurce, ſo that 
by her feeble fozces and banging vpon me, J was greatly di⸗ 
ſturbed of my purpoſe. But vnwynding my ſelfe at laſt out 
of her handes, her ſtrength had p2ofited her nothing at all, 
if the vong Seruants and Women at her continuall excla- 
mations had not come running from euery part of the houſe 
and fozce perfozce had not ſtayed me. Out of whole bandes 
with much ſtrugling, and diners friſks, and with greater 
fo:ces alſo (the deſire of death adding ſkreagth to my mighty 
wyli) J thought to haue vngrappled my ſelfe, but bꝛeathles 
at the laſt, andonercome by them, J was carryed backe a. 
gaine to my Chamber, which once J thought neuer to haue 
ſene againe. Bow many times (alas) with lamentable and 
bitter ſpeeches did J chyde them ſaping. 

O vile and baſe Sernants, what boldnes is this, that » » 
makes you ſo mallepart,and what pꝛecipitate pzeſumption » » 
is this, that mones you ſo rudely and ſo ronghly to handle » 
her whom you ſhould renerence,and contrary to your duety >» » 
thus violently to lay hands and grype pour Miſtreſſe; to » » 
— you ſhould be moſt obſequious, and ot whoſe welfare » 
— — moſt carefull, and at whoſe will and pleaſure 
uld be moſt dilligent and ready. What kind of furie » » 

1 madde w2etches) hath enſpyzed vou to this rach dealings. » 
And thon wicked Nurce, the cruell example and meane of » » 
all my n'2rable greefes pet to come, why haſt thou repug⸗ > » 
ned my lait 55 
Why, dweſt — thon knowe that in pꝛocuringe »- 

and helping 2 my death, thou haddeſt doone me a » »- 

DBb4 greater 
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60 greater pleaſure and a better turne, then in with holding 
<c me from it. Wherefoze let this miſerable part be playd, and 
<< let the ende of my tragical life be duely accompliſhed by me, 
cc and (if thou loueſt me, as J tbinke thou doeft) leaue mee to 
<< nine owne wyll, leaue me (A (ay) to mine owne ſelfe to re⸗ 
cc pꝛeſent the laſt pagiaunt of my dolefull life. And (if thou art 


4 ſo pittifull and carefull over me as thou ſheweſt) cmploye 


cc thy piety and ſtudie, in ſauing my doubtful fame, and honoz, 
c which after my death (hal ſtil ſuruine. Becauſe in this piece 
cc of ſimple ſernice, with which fhou doſt nowe binder me, thy 
cc pzactiſe, payne, and ne&deleſſe labour ſhall pꝛoue at length 
c but vaine. Fo2 doſt thou thinke to fake from me thoſe ſharp 

« « tales, and cruell poynados wyth which J will at laſt — 
« « this miſerable hart of myne, and in whole poxnts and edges 
ac tonſiſteth the one ly hope of my deſires. Oꝛ els ſtrangling 
c cO2des,lothſome and ſwelling popſons, moꝛtiferous bearbs, 
c choaking rpuers, burning coales, and conſuming flames? 
« c What doth this vigilant care auaile the anie moze , but to 
C pꝛolong a little this pzkeſome life, and fo reſerue it to that 
c kinde of death (which euen nowe , without touch oz ſtaine 
c of infamie, might baue ſet peace to my afflicted ſoule)which 
c by thy pittileſſe interruptions deferred, thou ſhalt donbtleſſe 
« c at ene time oꝛ other. make moſt infamous vnto al s woꝛlde, 


< and moſte ſhamefull vnto mee. Becauſe death is in eueryt 
4 plate, and tonſiſteth in every thing, Let me thercfoze nowe 


ac die, leaſt growing to a moze greenous condition of life, with 
cc moze inhumaine minde and cruell hand, I pꝛepare fo2 my 


« c ſelfe the moſt miſerable and cruell death that may be 


._ Whylft w2etchcd Momanne A ſpake theſe wozdes, 

J coulde not keepe my bandes ſtyll, but ſometimes fal- 

linge on one Seruaunt, and ſometimes on an other, cats 

ching | ſame by they2-locks,” 3 pulled the 'beayze from they: 

heade, and faſtening my nayles in the faces of oth 
Amade the bloode to ſpynne ont of they2 cbeolie 

rynge from otherſome their pooꝛe garments em 

backs. | 


But (alas) n the olde Nurce, noꝛ the mangled 
7 ſeruants 
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ſeruauntes aunſwered me one woꝛd againe, but lamenting 
my ſenceleſle actions, executed their pittious functions to- 
wardes me, whom then with gentle wozdes and entreties 
J endenoured to gains fo my will , which ſerued me turne 
nothing at all. | 

Mherefoꝛe lpke a franticke Henne 4 making a great | 
noyſe, and with cutragions ſpeeches J beganne fo exclaime 
ſaying. O wicked handes, and pꝛone to al miſcherfe, vou, the 
ado2ners of my hurtfull beauties, were a great occaſion fo ? ? 
make me become ſuch an one, as to-ſceme ſo fayze and plea⸗ ? 
ſing in his eyes, that J was deſired of him, whome J looue ? ? 
moſt of all. | Since therefo2e theſe euilles haue ſpꝛonge 
by your helpe, in guerdon of this,vſe now your wicked cruel » ? 
tie vpon my accarſed body. Rent it in peeces and open it,“ 
and diued in my hotte blod,pull out frem my accurſed bodie 2? 
my miſerable heart, and inexpugnable ſoule. Teare ont(J ? ? 
ſap) this falſe hart wounded with blind loue. And ſince that 
all meanes of moꝛtall and murdering inſtrumentes are fa- ? ? 
ken from the, with theſe reuenging fingers, (the adozners 33 
of my banefull veanties)and with theſc ſharpe nayles peece- ? , 
meale dif:nember , and withont remozce of pittie rent it 
cut. Alas that my boteleſſe ſpechcs did menace and pꝛomiſe 25 
me deſired euilles, and commended them to the execution of 2 » 
willing handes,but the vigilant care of the pzying ſeruan- 
tes being alwates ready fo the hinderaunce of them, with- 
helde them againſt my will. And the mournefall and impoz 
tunate Nurce with dolefull ſpeches after all this,beganne 


thus to ſay. Affectio- 
O deereſt daughter, by theſe miſerable bꝛeaſts which were — com- 


the ſcources ot thy alimentes. J humbly pz ay thee, that with forts. 
a quiet and appeaſed minde thou wouldeſt gine eare tomy » » 
wozdes. By them J will labour to mittigate thy palſione, - » 

thon ſhalt not ſoꝛ rom any moꝛe, oꝛ to dꝛiue quite away » » 
(peryapes)from thee, the blinde anger, that doth incend thee » » 
to this kinde of furie, oꝛ elſe with a moꝛe remiſſe and calme » » 
minde fo make thee ſaffer the ſame:03 elſe ſpredely to foꝛſake » 
it, Wthing ther to reduce that thy erred memezy⸗ al 1 
| C1, 


of life. 
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« « ſhall reniue ther, and be no ſmal health, and great hononr vn 
c fo the. It is therefoꝛe expedient foꝛ thee (god Ladie) moſt fa 
e mous fo2 ſo rare vertues, as thou art endued with al þ gifts 
ce of nature and foꝛt une, not to be ſubiect to pinching ſoꝛrow, 
c no (as a woman ouer-come)to turne thy backe from daring 
c dollours, from thzceatning miſhappes , and from per ſuinge 
c c Woes, * | 
cc  - Ftisnok a poynt of ver tue to require death, and to call 


q is not ver pon it noz a parte of magnanimitie to be afraide of life, as 
tue todeſſre thou art, but rather to tountermaund p2elling euilles, and 
death and to flie away befoze them, is not the part of couragious and re 


to be afraid 


ſolute mindes. - Whoſoeuer doth abate his deſtinies, and 
« « doth contemne, deuide, and caſt from him the p;ofittes, plea 
« « ſttres,contentes , and godes of his life, as thou haſt don) 
c A kitowe not what nede he hath to ſeeke death, and cannot 
c tell why he feareth life, ſince that the one and the other is a 
c will of a timerous perſõ. Now if into the darke dungeon of 
c extreame miſery thou doſt deſire wil-fully to caſt thy ſelfe, 
« c ſteke not death, becauſe this is the laſt expeller and extin⸗ 
cc guiſher of it. Let this foliſh fury fly out ol thy mind, by the 
which ( mer thinketh)thon doſt ſeeke both to haue, and to loſe 
c thy longer. Mh. dwſt thou belene) by breing diſſolued info 
nothing) to get him againe?: To whom J aunlwered not a 
woꝛd: But there was ſuch a rumour ſpꝛead thozow out the 
wide houſe, c thozow out the Cittie, and country rounde a⸗ 
bout. that all my ſeruauntes (no otherwiſe then at the bow - 
ling of ſome hungrie wolfe,all the niereſt inhabitauntes are 
wont to mete together) came running fo me from eueris 
plate, and all of them afrighted with ſodaine ſozrow,deman 
ded what the matter was , But J bad already fo2bidden 
them, that knew it, to tell any thing at all, Wherefoze coue⸗ 
ring the hozrible accident with a cunning lie, they reſted all 
ſatiſñied. deere huſband made haſt thether, and my louing 
ſiſters, my carefull parents, and friends with panting e fain 
king bꝛeaſts came running to me. And euerp one of them e⸗ 
qually deluded with a falſe tale. did inſteed of a moſt wicked 
woman)repute: and pꝛaiſe me foꝛ a holy Saint. And euerie 
| one 
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one after much werping, firſt repzoned my lite puniſhed 
with ſo much.ſozrowe,labonring afterwards to comfozt me 
bp againe. But from thence fo2th it fell oat that ſome be- 
lened,that J was haunted and tinged with ſome fury,and 
therefoze like a madde woman continually; watched mee, 
But ſome moze pittifal then the reſt, marking my mildnes, 
and iudging it (as it was indeede ) but a certaine greefe of 
minde, with taking great compaſſion of me, laughed at that 
which the reſt both dyd, and ſapd. And viſited thus of many, 
J remained every day moꝛe amazed then other: And bnder 
the diſcrete garde of the ſage Nource J was clolely kept. 
And as there is no anger ſo burning 02 fo extreame, but by 
courſe of time is made colde againe: So remainingcertaine 
dayes in this cale (as J haue ſet downe) q came fo my ſelfe 
at laſt againe, and did manifeſtly know the-Nurces wo2des 
fo be true. And with bitter teares tberefoze J bewatled my 
paſſed follies. But pet although that the beate of my rage in 
time was ſpent, and became nothing, my loue neuertheles 
did not one whitte decreaſe, but taried with ewe) rea⸗ 
t 


ſon of the melancolie(vſed in other accidents befoze ) which 
now continually J bad, taking it greuonſly at the hart, to 
be foꝛſaken fo2 the vniult lone ot an other woman. Where 
foze A conferred with my Nurce often times about this mat 
ter, and toke counſell of her, deſirous to finde out ſome god 
meanes how to reclaime my olde loner, And therefoze ſome 
times J determined (by her aduiſe) with pittifull letters to 
certifie him of my ſozxowful life, and grieuous miſſoʒtunes, 
t other ſometimes we thought it moꝛe conuenient by ſome 
wile meſſenger, to let him vnderſtand of my daily woes, pꝛo 
cured by his wilfullabſence.And truely although h Nurce 
was olde, t the way very long and dangerous, yet the wold 
fo2 my ſake haue gonne thether her ſelf. But waying every 
thing well, we indged p letters wero they neuer ſo pittifull 
were not ok any effecacy to mone him from theſe pꝛeſent r 
new lues, (a » we acconnted thoſe but loſt labour. Admit » 
(foz all this) A did ſometimes wꝛite certaine, which had the 
very ſame iTue that we coniectured 2 bekoze. mY 
| C2, 


All anger 
with time 
is brought 
to nothing, 
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To ſende the Nurce thether,J thought it as farre from 
the purpoſe, becauſe J dyd apparauntly perceine , that ſhe 
could neuer come fo him aline,and to put my affiaunce and 
truſt in an other. J thought it to pzeiudiciall tomy honcur 
and honeſty. So that theſe fieſt conſultations were but fri, 
uolous. And there was not lefte any way in my minde to 
haue him againe, but in my owne perſon to goe to him: To 
perfourme which enterpꝛiſe, there occurred divers thinges 
in my minde:all which by god reaſon were at laſt adnihi- 
lated of my Nource. 

I thought ſometimes fo fake the habite of a Pilgrime, 
and with ſome faithfuil companion and ſecrete frende , to 
ſeeke him out in the very middeſt ol his countries. And al- 
though this did ſeme poſſible vnto me, not withſtanding 3 
did cleerely ſe my honour to bee in great hazard thereby, 
bauing beard how fayze and wandering Pilgrimmes are ef 
tenfimes vilie abuſed of wicked ruffians and theencs,by the 
wayes and in their trauelles. And beſides this, knowinge 
my ſelfe obliged to my god huſband, without whome, oz his 
leaue, could not conceiue how to frame, oꝛ how to take in 
hand this long iournie, which thing to obtaine, in vaine A 
might haue hoped. Wherefoze J gaue no place to this bot- 
leſſe inuention. And therefoze J was ſodainly tranſpozted . *' 
into an other deniſe,as inconnentent,as the other was vnde 
cent foz my eſtate befoze , and J imagined indeede that it 
ſhould come fo paſſe,and ſhould verely have done it, if ſome 
repugnaunt channce in the meane time had not happened, 
but hereafter (if J do but line)there Chal not effectuall pꝛac⸗- 
tiſes be wanting to fulfill the dꝛifte of my pꝛetences. 3 fei⸗ 
ned in theſe my foꝛeſapd aduerſities,if the Goddes, had de⸗ 
linered me from them, to haue made a vowe , deüring fo 
haue perfo2zmed the which, with iuſt reaſon J might haue 
trauailed vppe and downe in my loner his conntries:paſ- 
ing thozow the which, J had opoꝛtunitie at will to ſ&, & fo 
rectal him backe againe:which J diſcouered to my deere huſ- 
band, who willingly & louinglp offered tofurniſhed me with 
neceſſaries in the ſame voiage, pet wiſhing mee to attend a 
moze 
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moze tonuenient time. But the delayes bereof being verie 

greruous, and no leſſe daungerous vnto mee, and fearinge 
leaf it might bee ſuſpected , and ſo defected a vicious and 
wicked fourney,and Pi this (A ſay)cauſed mee to 
enter into new imaginations, and ints other counſelles: all 
which @med wozler to me, then the relt aleadged befoꝛe, ex 
cept onely the mernetlons and ſupernaturall effects of He- 
cate with the which, becauſe J might moſt ſafely committe 
my ſelfe to the fearetull ſpirites, J had much talke and con- 
uerſation, and with thoſe eſpecially , whome J bad heard 
were molt ſkilfull, and who themſelues did boaſt fo ercell in 
arte Pagique , pꝛomiſing to perfozme and bing fo palle 
what J would. 

And ſome of them ſwearing to cary me ſodainely thether. 
Others to weane his minde from all other lwues, and to 
ingrafte if in mine againe. Others telling that they woulde 
reſtoze me tomy fo2mer liberty,and my ſelle deſiring that 
the leaſt of theſe might come to paſſe, J found them as full 
of tatling woꝛds, and vaine pꝛomiſes, as their vnperfozmed 
and ſimple deeds did manifeff . Whereupon my flatteringe 
hope remainedmany times confuſed , and in ſaſpence by 
them, and therefoze thinking it beit of all fo ſhake of theſe 


wicked dziftes,J attended connenient time, in the whych 


my huſband pꝛomiſed me to fulfill my feyned vowe, 


Finis. 


By Hecate 

which Pro- 
lerpina de- 
uoteth is 
vnderſtood 
arte Magi- 
que. 


ke 


The deſcrip 
tion of the. 
Spring tide, 


4 The ſixt Booke of Mai- 
ſter John Boccace hys 


Frammetta_. 


Y Sorrowes ( not- 


withſfanding the hope of my fu- 
ture voyage) were confinnated,x 
the ſky with continvall motion 
caring the Sun with it, did dzaw 
[8 on one day after an other withs 
2 V out any intermediate ſpace of 
— time: and vaine hope held me in 
248 —wauering doubtes, longer then 

J would, my great grefes,and grenous love not any whit 
deminiſhed. And now that Bull, which ſometimes tranſpoz 
ted Europa, held Phebus with his golden light, and p dates 
boꝛowing light of the nights, of the ſhoꝛteſt, became the lon? 
geſt. And flowzy Zephirus (arriued with his calme © peace 
able blaſts) had ſet the bopſterous wars of Boreas in peace, | 
And the ſtozmy and darke tempeſtes baniſhed away with 
the colde ay2e,and the white ſnow diſcouering the foppes of 
high hilles, and the plaſhie meddowes (waſhed with the a- 
bundaunce of falling raine)had made every flower faycr,al 
graſſe to waxe greene,and generally had renued al herbage: 
And that hoary whitneſle, which all the colde winter ſeaſon 
hath couered euerp tre, was now changed into a liuely and 
freſh verdure. And in eaery place that ſeaſon of the ptere did 
rayne,when 1oyfull Ver aboundantly enricheth the __ 
with 
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with his wiſhed and welcomed freaſures . And the ground 
(Tarred as it were and wzought with violets , marigoldes, 
and ſweet roſes)dyd ſeeme to counteruaile þ eight heaven in 


beaufy,+ Narciſſus did now begin to grow on enery medow zy the mo- 
and the mother of Bacchus alſo to ſhe we fo2th ſpzowting & ther of Bac- 
fructiferous ſignes of her fertill wombe , and dyd with her eee NN 


greene burgeons(moze then ſhe was wont to doo) oucr 
charge her ſuppoꝛter and fellow Elme, him ſelfe alſo become 
now-moze heaup by bis new garments. Driope,and the de- 
laſtrous ſiſters of Phaeton dpd alſo nowe ſhewe merry and 


cheerefull countenaunces,haning ſhaken of the miſcrable ha 


bitte of hoarie winter. The pꝛettie byꝛdes perching on eue⸗ 
rie twigge and bowe, were heard to warble foꝛth ſ werte 
and ſiluer notes. And Proſerpina her mother, þ deuout god 
deſſe of countrimen) iopfully waned vp and downe the feelds 
with ber godly garments. And beſides all theſe thinges my 
cruell Loꝛd made euery luſty,young,and louing minde fo 
feele the beate of his fiery darts hotter then befoze: Where 
vpon euery one, poung Gentlewomen as well as gallant 
yonthes,adozning themſelues(accozding to their degree ) in 
the bꝛaueſt manner and richeſt faſhion of attire, endeuoured 
to pleaſe their beſt beloved. The mery feaſts cheered vp our 
Cittizens,and filled all our Cittie full of mirth, which were 
mo2e magnificent t copious, then any that had beene made 


in floziſhing Rome of yoze, And the Theatozs reſounding 
with ſwerte ſonges, and melodious ſoundes, did ennife eue⸗ 
rie loner to them. The Ycroicall young gentlemen ſome-- 


times mounted vpon ſtately courſers,and pzowde Gennets 
did runne af Tylte and Juſt in rich and compleate Yarnis, 
and ſometimes their pampꝛed and headſtrong Hoꝛſes trap- 
ped all oner with a capariſon of little ſiluer and golden bels 
dyd hotly fight at Tourney. And ſometimes pzowdly pꝛan 


ting vp and downe on them, with ſkilfull hand did ſbowe 


howe theſe foming fierie ſt&des with frothie bytte ſhould 


be managed and ridden , The young and wanton Ladyes- 


with decked tropes of beautifull Gentlewomen following 


them deſiring alſo to ſee theſe ſpoꝛtes) wear inge fyne 
Cc 4. _ garlandes 
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garlandes of newe flowers about their heades, dpd lende 
ſwete and gratious aſpectes to their gazing louers, ſome- 
times out of highe windowes,and ſometimes from beneath 
their dwzes,Df which ſome with newe giftes, others with 
a merry countenaunte, and ſome with werte woꝛdes, but 
generally all with ſome fauour oz other did freendly honour 
they: louers,and kindle greater flames in them. But J like 
a ſtraunger and foꝛloꝛne woman, ſitting by my ſelfe in a 
ſollitarie place all alone, and comfoꝛztleſſe fo2 the decayged 
hope of my ioptull times, did not a little ſozow with my lelf | 
but lament greatly and mourne. 14 
Nothing pleaſeth my melancolyque fancyes, no feaſte 
tould make my heart merry,no2 affozde any comfozt to mm 
greeuous thoughts oz eaſe my plapntes. Py handes touched 
no grcene leaues, carped no werte flowers in them, and ca⸗ 
red as little to handle any toyfull thing, as my ſoꝛrowfull 
eyes to beholde them. And J became ſo peeuiſhe an emula⸗ 
treſlſe, that J ennted at others myꝛth, and with great deſire 
dyd tnturionfly wiſhe that encry woman might be ſo intrea 
ted with loue, and ſerned with ſuch ſawce of Foꝛtune. as A 
was. Fo2 with what a willing eare, and with what great 
conſolation do J remember, that many times J haue heard 
the recounted miſeries, and miſerable miſhappes, that in 

i times paſt, and lately haue befallen to vnfoztunate loners. 
1 ek = But while the angrie Goddes bhelde me in this curſed con- 
© -£cn dition of lyfe,deceitfull foztune, with greater woes fo afflic 
8 miſerable menne, chaunging as it were in the middeſt of 
ſhowesa they? aduerſittes, ſheweth them ſometimes a pleaſant loke, 
mery coun hecauſe,abandoning themſelues, and truſting moꝛe to her 
enaunce,. fabonyng ſmiles, thep may fall info greater myſcries,when 
they2 Ry my2th beginneth once, and on a ſodaine 

fo ceale. | | | 

And ſo theſe ignoꝛaunt fwles, relping wholy vpon her, 

at laſt perceyue themſelues th2owen headlong down, as mi 
ſerable Icarus in the middeſt of his flygbt,truſting to much 
to hys wared winges, and mounted vp to the hygheſt ſkies, 
fell from thence into the ſea called pet after hys own name. 
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amorous Fiammetta. 
This frowning foꝛtune J ap, perreining u 
ſeely ſoules, not to be content with theſe paſſed: | 
ſhe had ginen me, pꝛeparing woꝛſer fo me, with falſe | 
and diſſembled iope beganne to ſmile bpon me, and to mol⸗ 
lifie ſome what her pawſed anger: Becauſe recoyling a 
god way backe, ſhe might ( no other wiſe then the hotte 
rammes of Afftica in rutting time to glae a greater dabbe) 
aſſaple and harte me the moꝛe | 
And in this ſozfe with a cerfaine vayne gladneſſe., E 
made truce foz a ſeaſon with my ſharpe and ſtill ſozrowes. 
But my faytbleſſe loner hauing now taryed a great many 
monthes moze, then thoſe fower pꝛomiſed paſt, and vnper⸗ 
fozmed : At fell out that ſifting: on a cerfaine; day allalone 


Loovers 
arc ſome- 


in my ſozrowfull chamber, though wearied with the ouer⸗ 8 
cloying companie of dolefull thoughts, and accuſtomed la- ported with 
mentacions , the olde and feeble Nurce with a moze haſtie one ioy. 


pate, then her aged limmes tould well endure,came ruſhing 
in, her furowed face all be wette with trickling ſweate, and 
ſetting her elfe downe by me. her bꝛeaſt panting vppe and 
downe, and ber eies expꝛeſſing a tertaine kinde of joyfulnes 
in them, he beganne many times to ſpeake, but the pꝛete⸗ 
dent faintneſſe of her wearyed pulmon, did euer bꝛeake of 
ber wo2des in the middeſt: To whom (with a minde full of » » 
ſuſpicious wonder, and fearefull doubt) J ſapd. O deere >» 
Nurce what meancth this great labour and paines, that 5 
thou haſt taken, thus tyꝛed thy ſelfe with; What thing do > » 
thou ſo earneſtly deſire to tell, and with ſuch haſt , that ficlt » » 
thou wylt not luffer thy bꝛeathleſſe ſpirittes to reſt them. » » 
What,are they topfull, o: vnluckie tidinges ? Shall J p2e- » » 
pare my ſeſfe to flye , to dye, oz what ſhall J do? Thy » » 
countenaunce (J knowe not how,no2 wherefoze)doth ſome” > » 
what renue my d2oping hape, but my affayzes banging A > » 
long time in tontrarie ſuſpence , perſwade mee to ſuſpede 
mo2e cruell miſbappes , which are of common tourſe and > » 
cuſtome incident to miſerable creatures. Lell me therfoze > 
quickly.and hold me no longer in doubt, reſolue mee, what > » 
the ocaſion of this thy haſt may * Tell me, whether „ 
D 1, any 


impoſſible 


chinges. 
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ce any happy God, oz haggiche furie bath dzinen the bether- 


Then the olde woman hauing yet ſcarce retouered her 
C winde, interrupting my woꝛdes, and moꝛe toyfull then be⸗ 
« « foze, ſapd. O ſweerte daughter re iopce, there is no cauſe of 
«« fcare in my tidinges Shake ok all greefe, and inueſt thy 
c mourning minde againe with thy ſhining robe ol mirth, thy 
cc beloned and loning luer is refurned.And Panphilus ( Fi- 
c ammetta)is at hand. 
| Theſe angelicall woꝛdes entred ſo depe into my ama- 
zied minde, and filled it with ſuch ſodaine ioy, as my eyes dyd 
p:eſenfly ſhowe an euident teſtimonp of the ſame, but my 
. perſuing greefe,and haunting miſeries did incontinently be 
reaue me of it,. and made me giue no credite to them. Nher 
© foze lamenting, J layd. O my deere Nource by thoſe thy ma 
nie pteres, and by the aged body, which long ſince hath deſt⸗ 
85 red eternal repole, J pꝛaꝝ the, not to mocke me (a moſt miſe⸗ 
rable and diftrefſed ſoule, ) of whoſe cares and areefes thou 
aughteſt alſo to be parfaker. Foz firſt will the 'cleere rivers 
« « (I thinke)returne to they? firſt fountaines , and Beſperus 
« will bꝛing clere dap: Firſt will Phebz with her bothers 
c beames, giue light to the darke night,befoze my vngratefull 
« c loner will returne. Who doth not know(alas)thaf,diſpoz- 
ge king him ſelfe with his new miſtreſſe, he is lulled a ſlerpe in 
« the ſecure cradle of all delightes, enioping bis mery times, 
c c and loning her mo2e then euer he dyd me. And thinke moze 
« c oner(Fiammeta)that whereſoener he were now, he woulde 
c c refurne to her againe, and thereloꝛe not likely to come from 
ber, whom he loneth ſo etreamely, to me whome be infinif- 
« c ly hateth. But pꝛeſentiy ſhe added. O Fiammetta, as þ gods 
« c thall receine the parting ſoule of this withered, and olde bo⸗ 
* " die thy carefull Nurce doth not lie in one woꝛd the hath told 
« c thee, Noz doth it become one of my age, with ſuch oz like 
tales to mocke diſtreſſed women, and thee eſpeciaily,to whb 
42 owe all the duetie, and lone J map. Then J replyed and 
pd How came theſe bleſſed newes to thy eares, and howe 
5 . dot thou knowe them to be frue;aþ fell me bel Hs” 
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if they ſeeme pꝛobable in my ies lious and doubtful minde, „ 
J may reiopte my lelfe with the happy vttergunes 6 lwete , , 
accentes of them, And riſing from the place where J was, a 
little gladder then befoze,and ſomewhat cheered in minde,J._ 
ſat nerer tothe Nource,and then ſhe ſayd.Ryſing.this mo 
ning very earlie about my p2oper bulines, which lay nere 
fo the Sea choare, t earneſtly muſing on them, J went with | * 
a ſofte and flowe pace, with my backe turned towardes the 
Sea, when a certaine young Gentleman leaping a ſhoare ' * 
out of a late arriued ſhippe, vnaduiſed caryed by the fozce of 
his ſkip,dyd boyteroully and(as after J perceiued)againlt | x 
þys will fall againſt me. Wherefoze J coninring the Gods 
and with great choller turning towards him, to blame him 
foz this receined iniurie, with humble woꝛdes he meckely * ? 
craued pardon at my handes, 28 
But earneffly loking on him, and marking well his ha- ? ? 
bitte, I iudged that he came from the coaſtes and countrie 
of thy beloyed Panphilus, and therefoze ſayd to him. Gentle 
_-man(as the Goddes may be fauourable vnto pou) ot curteſie ? ? 
tell mee, it you come from any fozraine country? Ves good 
woman, that J do, ſapd he againe . Then ſayd J. Tell mee 
from whence god Sir if it pleaſe you. And he ſapd, from the ? ? 
toaſtes of Hetruria, and from the moſt noble Cittie in the ?? 
ſame J lately came, and of which J am, as ſoone as Jheard ? ? 
this „ A then knew him to be Panphilus his countriman: ?,? 
Wherefoze J aſked him,if he knewe Panphilus,and what 
was become of him. ES 
And he aunſwered that hee dyd knowe hym very. well, 

and repozted many god thinges to me in pꝛapſe and com- ? ? 
mendation of hym, and beſides this ſayde , that hee had now ? ? 
come with bym , ik a lyttle bufineſſe hadde not ffayed ? ? 
bym there, but that ( without al doubt) in a fewe dayes after ? ” 
he would come thether. ne 3 
In the meane while, p we were thus talking, all hes com 
panions, that came belike with hym leaping on ſhoze , and ? ? 
ready to depart, he went away wthem.J/leauing aparte al * 2 
171 De 2 other bulines » » 


I he ſtet booke of 


4 hulines with tbe arcateſt' haſt J annere that 3 
C chold not haue lined ſo long, vntill J had told thee of it) came 
cc heather bꝛeathlelle and panting as thou ſeeſt. Mherfoꝛe line 
now merrilp once againe, and exile theſe ſadde thoughtes. 
Which thinges, when ſhe had ſpsken, with a moſt glad and 
- toyfull countenaunte 3 kifſed her olde ſozheade, and yet 
with a doubtfull minde,J many times afterwads contured 
her, and did aſke her againe, if theſe newes were true, wi 
ing euer in minde, that ſhe ſhould not teli the contrarp, and 
The man- doubting leaſt ſhe bad deceiued me. But after that manie 
der of thole fymes with holy othes ſhe dyd ſweare,that the had told me 
that doubt, nothing moꝛe then trueth, although that Jand No wente 
wauering vp and downe my ſaſpitions head, like a glade⸗ 
ſome woman with theſe ſperches J rendered immoztall 
cc thankes fo the Gods, ſaping. 
O ſupzeme lupiter moſt royall rectour and maieſticall 
£6 ee of the high heauens . O luminate and fadiant 
ec Apollo, from whom nothing is bidde. O gratious Venus 
cc and moſt pittiful of thy ſubiects. O ſacred Bop carrying de 
« golden and ſwete dartes be pe all pꝛapſed fogeather and 
c with equall honour magniſied. Mhoſoeuer perſeuereth in 
pour pope, cannot perriſh in his long and doubffall travels, 
ec Behold by your fauourable mercies, and not by my merits 
ec my deſired Panphilus doth returne, whom J ſhall not lo 
cc ſne ſte, but that pour alters (ber etofoꝛe viſited of mie with 
c moſt lamentable and pittifull pꝛayers, and waſhed with bit 
oc fer teares) ſhall now with my obſequious handes be perfu⸗ 
ac med with moſt werte odours, and pꝛecious incenſe. And to 
.<« thee Foꝛtune full of pitt ie, turning now thy wꝛathkull face 
g wap from my manifolde euilles, will J pꝛeſently gine, 
c and erect the pzomyled image, with teſtimony of thy dans 
dc full and imparted benefits. 
«<c Wut moſt humbly obteſting you all, with that bumility 
qe and deuotion, which may make you molt exoꝛable, that you 
c c would deygne to take away all vnluckp occurrentes poſſi- 
ca ble to hinder my Paaphilus in dis determined tourney, and 


ac «to condncte him hether as ſafe ant ſcund , as euer be was 
huere⸗ 
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beretofoze. Py pꝛapers finiſhed (no otherwiſe then an vn- 
bodded Faulcon)rouſing my ſelfe vppe togeather,and rlap- 
ping my handes, J beganne thus to ſay.D amozous bzeftes, , 
weakned with long conſuming ſozrowes , caſt away from, 
hence foꝛth all pinching cares, ũnce that my dere louer (re,, 
—_ me againe ) doth now returne accozding fo bys 3 
pꝛiomiſe 
Dꝛiue away foxrowe;harbour no feare , and ſhake 1 , 
the great ſhame, that doth abound in afflicted and deſpiſed , , 
thinges,noz(as Foꝛtune bath heretofoze guided pou) p2e- , , 
ſame not to entertapne any moze grieuous thoughtes , but , , 
diſſolue now into nothing the darke clowdes of cruell deſti⸗ , 
nies, and let euerp ſemblaunce and thought of my miſcrable, , 
times depart now from me, let my merry and pleaſaunt , , 
tountenaunte returne againe, 4 be made capable to reiopce,, 
at this pꝛeſent felicitie, and let olde Fiammetta with her,, ie 
rainated ſoule be altogeather blotted out of my memozie. , , Bl: 
Whileft iopfullie A ſpake theſe wozdes with my ſelfe, my 
hart beganne yet to doubt (J know not) what, and a ſodaine 
ſeurthing colde (being ignoꝛaunt of the cauſe theroſ) did ouer 
runne all my body. ſo that it countrechecked my will, readie 
to retoyce my minde, 
Wherefo2ze J remayned a god while as one aſffonyed Miſerable 
in the very middeſt of my ſpeech. Alas that this inconueni⸗ inen neuer 
ence and faulte doth haunt miſerable and afflicted ſoules. beleeue 
That they cannot diſpoſe and frame them ſelues to giue cre 85 adlome 
dence to iopfull things, apparaunt almoſt, and told them ſoz linge. 
tbep2 good, and comfoꝛte. And admitte that their happy fo2- 
tune returne againe, it is irkeſome neuertheleſſe vnto them 
to be merry at all, but beleeuing it as a dzeame,they llender⸗ 
lie paſſe if awap, as though it were not indeede . Wherfo2e 
lyke one halfe amazed with my ſelt, 3 beganne to ſay. Who » 
called me backe againe, oꝛ what fozbadde me from my new » » 
armory ioy? Mhat doth not Panphilus returne:Truc- 2 » 
P ves, EN 716 
ho doth therefoze commaund me to mourne againe. 5 N 


Thereis no wap nowe left, noz do A ſe any occaſion to new > » 
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The ſixt booke of 
cc make me fall into my olde ſadneſſe. Who doth therefoze foʒ 
cc byde mee to decke my ſelfe with newe flowers, and to a⸗ 

4 dozne my fine body with rich robes / alas J knowe not, and 
« yet J am fozbidden(J knowe) by ſome ſecrete ſuggeſtion of 
cc ſozrowe,and relique of hidden greefe , of which my ſoule is 
cc not pet cleerely purged, 

And ffanding on theſe doubtful poynfs,and in this ſozt 
againſt my will, as though J bad not beene in my ſelfe , in 
the middeft of all my donbtfull errours, great ſfoze of teares 
fell from my epes,and in the cheefeſt of my new mery mode 
my accuſtomed lamentations ab2uptly diſturbed it. And 
thus my long afflicted hart dyd by the ener running con- 

_  duifes of mp eyes ſend fo2th her wonted 4 waſtfull teares, 
Signes of And my vnconſtant mynde (dinyning as it were of en⸗ 


:miade ſuing miſery and of woꝛſe miſhappes) did with great greefe 
devining and lamentations {lyke the Sicilian hill) euapozate manie 


of rhinges ſcalding ſighes c ſobbes, molt manifeſt ſignes, by the which 


to come, 


J do nowe certainely knowe , that then there is ſome great 
and ſtozmie tempeſt neere at hand, when without any blaſt 
of turbulent windes , the wary Sea-men perceiueth the 
calme and quiet ſeas beginne to ſwell. But yet deffrons to 
©ouer-come that which my minde would not, J ſayd. O miſe⸗ 
rable woman, what ill news, and what miſfoztunes to come 
5 needleſle doſt thou fayne in thy ſuſpicious mind. Sap 5 this 
s which thou fozetelleſt of, may happen fo thy doubt ing mind 
v ofconſcquent miſhappes, thou feareſt (alas) to late, and 
without any p2ofitte at all. 
From theſe woꝛdes)thereloꝛe) euer after J applied my 
minde wholy to a new kinde of mirth,and J dyd(as well as 
JF could)extinguiſhe all melancolique thoughts. And war⸗ 
ning my kaithfull Nurce to be dilligent about Panphilus 
bis returne, J chaunged my mourning weedes into go2ge- 
ous and gallant veſtmentes, and beganne fo ware very cu- 
rious, and carefull of my ſelfe , becauſe leaſt by my long af- 
fected countenaunce, and diſozdered attyze,J might not at 
His returne ſeeme vnlwuelp in his eyes. 


My pale and leane cheekes beganne to recouer ther: 
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loft and linely collour,and retouering theyꝛ foꝛſaken plump 
nes,beganne to waxe round againe. And my teares nows 
dzyed vp, take away with them alſo thoſe redde and purple 
rainebowes, which encompaſſed my eyes round about: The 
which, being returned into their due places, receiued again 
tbeyz whole and perfect lyghtes. 

And my withered cheekes, beeing ſomewhat bꝛoken and 
wozne by continuall ſfreames of teares,that waſhed them, 
grewe againe to theyꝛ olde and foꝛmer ſoftneſſe . And my 
neglected haire, although not ſodainely they became not gol 
den, they wanted not now their accuffomed frizelings, and 
deintie deckinges, to make the loke ſo paſſing fayze as once 
theydid. And my dere and coſtly apparell,haning a longe 
time line vnwoꝛne in ſweete Indian pꝛeſſes, dyd now bꝛaue 
ty ſet fo2th my ſeemely body. Uhat moe: In bꝛefe, J tur- 
ned my paines fo pleaſures, my greefes to gladneſſe, my ſigh 


And J made my ſelfe almoſt as beautifull as once J was, 
fir ſt, æ bꝛought my lelfe well nie to my foꝛmer eftate & hap- 
pineſſe of life ; inſomuch that the Gentle women my neere 
neigbbours, my dere kinſfolkes, and my loouing huſbande 
merueiled not a little at this ſodaine chaung, ſaping to them 
ſelues. 


they wondered much at it, ſo were they alſo very gladde of 
this ſodaine alter ation. All my familie being very heauie a 
long time ſoꝛz my continuall tribulation, beganne with meer 
to reiopce now againe, and as my errours were altered, 
euen ſo it ſeemed that all thinges with the ſame were chan- 
ned from ſozrowe into ſollace . The dayes Which erſte J 
thought longer then they were wont to bee, dyd (by _ 
of 


- 


The _ 


that — 


ing to ſinging, my mourning to myzth, E made a renouati⸗ to be ioy- 
on of my ſelfe, and of all thinges elſe that belonged to mee. full again, 


What inſpiration hath dzawen her from lo long ſozow, » 
and mittigated thus her continuall melancholie, which ney- » > 
ther by ſwete and effectuall comfoztes,noz by freendly and »- 
toning requeſtes, could heretofoꝛe be dzyuen out of her ob- » » 
ſtinate minde. This is ſurely no leſſe then a miratle. And as, 


The aut bookeafn: 


ſon of the hope, Which J had of Panphilus his returne, ſtie 
ming now longeſt of all vnto mee) paſſe away (mes 
thought) with tbe ſloweſt courſe, that might be. Noz the firſt 
were ſo well counted of me, but with greater tare and dili⸗ 
gẽce I marked theſe. In ſpace of which time, ſometimes ſit 
ting with my lelfe all alone , and thinking of my paſſed 
cares, and carefull thonghfes, J did now cheefely condemne 
them, ſaping. 
«« O how hardlp ok late haue J thought of my dere loner, 
c how raſhlie haue J condemned his long ſtaying, and howe 
c fwliſhly haue J beleeued, that hee was wholy giuen ouer to 
« c the liking and lone of an other woman, induced thereunto 
4e but by the lender repoꝛt of one of my lying ſer uauntes. Ac⸗ 
ce turſed therefo2e be they2 buzzing tales. O Gods how can 
c « men with ſach open and impudent countenaunces tell a- 


c bzoade falſe and ſhameleſſe lpes. But euerp thing(Fiammer 


« « £a)(hould with moꝛe ſound aduiſe of thy own part haue bene 
« « conſidered, then ſo ſone & (o caſilie to haue ginen.belefe vn 
« c to them. I ſhould (alas) haue counterpoyled the fapth of my 
c loner ſo many times ſwoꝛn, and pꝛomiſed to me,. t as many 
times againc w affectionate teares auowed, and ſhould haue 
« c weighed the lwue, that he bare me, and pet doth with they; 

« fabulous wozdes,falſe rumours,and baſe credittes, in the 

equal ballaunce of my right iudgement. who ( without any 
cc ſacrament of vꝛged othe, and my ſelfe not caring te gaquire 
cc farder,and not deũrous to knowe any moze, then that they 
« c ſpake) tolde onely the bare repoꝛtes of others and with alle⸗ 

ueration onely of their firſt opinions and ſuperficical know 
* ©  [edge, which do nowe manifeſtly appeare to bee erronious 
« c and falſe. 
One allcadging,that he did ſe a young gentlewomen goe 
into Panphilus his fathers houſe, becauſe he knew not any 
other pounge gentleman perbappes there but hem, and not 
Po: © thinking of the bnſeemely and common wantones of old bd» 

tardes, oꝛ elle (ignozaunt(perbappes)of her alliaunce with 
75 them beleeued by and by that ſhe was his wife, and fo with- 
88. ont any moze a do folde if her who therefoze did belecne it, 


becauſe 
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betauleſhte toke but little hede and care of him,fbat fold it. , 


An other, becauſe he perteiued him ſometimes to eye ſome ,, . 
faire Gentlewomen,oz els to dally with her, which (might , , 


be) was his Rinſwoman, oꝛ ſome one, with whom bee was „, 
familiarly and boneſtly acquainted, did iudge her to bee his „ 
alſo, and affirming it againe with ſimple wozds fo me, A did , 


like a ſimple Moman beleeue the ſame. O that J had moſte , 


duely pondered theſe things in my minde, how many feares „ 
what infinite ſüghes, and what extreame grefe had J neuer „ 
felt. But what thing can an enamoꝛed and ſilly Woman ad „ 
uiſedlie ponderate in her minde, and directlie do? As ſun⸗ „ 
dzy fo2ces aſſaile vs, ſo do they toſſe and forne our minds to , 
euerie change. And imple Louers eaſily belcene all thinges. 73 


Becauſe loue is a paſſion full of care and feare, Foz by conti- Louc is 2 
nuall vſe they addict theinſelues alwaies to burtfull acci- — of 
dents, and deſiring manie thinges, beleeue moſt poſſibilities, f. 1e, 


contrarie to their troubled fancies, ſo firing their irremmue⸗ * 
able mindes vppon the firſt, that to the ſecond repoꝛtes, and 15 
things, they give (mall belcefe oʒ none at all. But am to be * 
belde excuſed: and therefoze J alwaics pꝛaped the Goddes | 
that they would make me a lper in my fonde imaginations | | 
and beleefe. a 
But behold my payers are beard, and be ſhal neuer vn⸗ 
derſtand of theſe woꝛdes which J haue ſpoken againſt bim, 
which if he did know, be could ſay nothing els, but that they by 
p2oceededfrom the feruent loue J bare him. Foz howe deere | oF 
a thing ſhould it be to him, to heare of my toꝛments, arcfe * In 
of minde, and to know of my paſſed and pꝛeuented perilles * 3 
fo2 his ſake, becauſe theſe are moſte true arguments of my, 
vndoubted loue and faith, and J can ſcarce thinke otherwiſe, ag 
but that he hath faried ſo long, and to none other ende, but | 
onely to pzone, if with a conſtant minde J coulde — I 
fozgetting him) attend bis comming againe. Behold there- | 
foze , and with what fozce of minde J haue expected him? 
Wherefoze from bencefoo2th when hee ſhall — 2 ll 
what paine & feares,and with how many millions of mar- 
ty2ing thoughts J wn loked fo; 3 one ſhall be boꝛne * 
£1, ne 


—— — — 
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The ſixt booke of 


© <newe againe in him, and no other God, Ab when ſhall it 
vc come to paſſe, that hee (being once arriued) hall ſ& me, and 
6A him againe 2? 


God ſeeth 
all things 


CC 


O pee Goddes, which from pour high thzones contem- 
plate all thinges here beneath, may J temper and mode⸗ 
rate my eager deüre, from embꝛacing his bodie befoze all 
men. as ſone as J ſhall ſee him? Truelie J beleue J ſhall 
„ hardtie do it. O bounteous Gods when lhall it bee, that en⸗ 
folding him ſtraigbtly — mine armes, ſhall render 


N bim treble againe thoſe ki » which at bis departure hee 


aue to my dying lyppes, wi bockt any exchaunge foz them 
* againe : 2 Cerfes the pꝛeſage which J noted, that J was not 


55 able to bidde him farewell, is nowe true, and by y the Gods 


baue verie well declared to me his returne. O pee gracious 
„Gods, when will that time come, when J may iopfullp re- 


count vnto him the Seas of ſalt teares, and the wozldes of 


© woes, which J haue paſſed, and wo2ne out, and when ſhall J 
| knowe the occaſion of his long and (ozrowfull abſence 2 (hal 
© J line ſo long: Alas 3 ſcarcely think it. Ab let that dap come 
_ becauſe death (not long ſince, ſo often cal cd, and 
© pꝛocured of me) doth nowe terrify mee, which, (if poſſiblye 
mp pꝛapers can enter info his eares) J humbly beſeech,thaf 


85 flying farre from me, he would let mee ſpende the remain⸗ 


der of my pong ye&res in toy and pleaſure with my beloued 
**Panphilus, J was therefoze verie tarefull, that no day ſhold 
paſſe me, wherein J did not emplope my whole ſtudp and 
diligence, to bee verie inquiſitiue of panphilus his returne, 
and to heare alſo ot᷑ ſome true newes of him. And my deere 
Nurce was not negligent in ſeeking out the pong Gentle⸗ 
man, æ bꝛinger of theſe glad tidings, becauſe ſhe might with 
moꝛe ſurenes be atertained of that, which ſhe had tolde mer, 
which thing ſhe did not only onte, but as often times as cds 


neniently ſhe could(and as many times as ſhe had done be- 


foze)tſhe did alwaies bzing mee woꝛde, that his returne was 
nigh at hand. TWherfoze J did not onely expect the pzomiſed 


time, bnt * a little further, J did imagine if = 
2 
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ble. that he was now tome. And therfoꝛe a hundꝛed times in ! 
the day, J did runne ſometimes beneath to the doze, c ſome- 
times to the windowe, loking round about me a great way Wk 
if J might perceine him come. And J ſawe not any manne = 
comming a farre of that way. that he ſhould come, but J dyd ill 
verilie imagine, that it was be, and with great deſire didde f 
loke on him ſo long, vntill coming nerer vnto me, J might 
eaſily perceiue that if was not he, Whereat being ſome- 
what greened in minde, 3 loked out to ſ& if any other came, 
and ſometimes one, and now another paſſing by, and ſeeing 
that none of them was hee, J remained (my greedy deſire 
and hope decetued)ful of confuſion, and very angry with my 
ſelfe, 

And if J was perhaps called info the houſe , oz els by 
ſome other vꝛgent occaſion went from the windowe, a hun⸗ 
dꝛed thouſand thoughts (as if a multitude of dogs grinding iti 
their teeth at me, had bitte my ſoule) did ſting and moleſt me 1 
b ſaying to my ſelfe. Alas euen now (perhaps) he goeth by, oz z 
; els is already paſſed, whilſt thou art here buſted about not , , 
J ſo confented an office : and immediatly J went againe to,, 
ſ& if I coulde ſee him come, making it but a ſhoꝛt time be- Reade Ari- 
tweene going downe to the doꝛe. and running quickly vp to ae af ber 
the window againe. Ah poꝛe ſoule,and w2etched Woman, 44 che 7c. 
how much ſoꝛrow and how many troubles diddeſt thou ſu⸗ turne of her 
fapne fo: him, whom howzely loking foz thou couldeſt ne- Louer. 
uer perteiue to come. But after that the day was come, in 
which my Nurce told mee, that he ſhould arrine, and of the 
| | which, ſhe had ſo often foꝛetold me, J adozned my ſelfe no 
otherwiſe then Alcmena did, when ſhe heard that her Am- 
phitrio was at hande,and wyth my maſtering hand left not 
any thing in me vnbeautified, but ſette fozth in the beſt and 
bꝛaueſt o2der, and in the ſineſt faſhion. | 
And J coulde ſcarce keepe my ſelfe in, from going fo 
the Sea ſpde, becanſe J myght the ſooner (ee hym, be⸗ 
canſe (alſo) J hearde certaine newes of the arrinal of thoſe | 
Gallies,in the which my ry” REN and — 90 
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that be ſhould come. But thinking with my ſelle, that the 


firſt Saint,that be would viſite on hoare was my ſelfe, 3 
(therefo2e) bꝛidled my earneſt and hote deſire, But in fine 
(as J righflie geſſed) he came not at all: whereuppon J bes 
ganne beponde all meaſure to meruaile, and in the middes 
of my late toye,ariſed in my minde diuers kinds of doubtes, 


which were not ſo eaſilie onerthzowne by ſuperfictcall ſup- 


poſitions of his comming, oꝛ by any other ſhaddowes of glad 
ſome thoughts. After a little while therefoꝛe, J ſent the old 
Woman fo know what was become of him , and whether 
he was come oꝛ not? who went as it ſ\kmed, with ſuch an 
vnwilling minde, and with as flow a pace, which did diuine 
of ſome conſequent and ſozrowfull tydinges. UWherefoze 3 
accurſed many times with my ſelfe, and with greate anger 
blamed her croked ſteppes and aged paces. UWho ſlaying 
but a little time abꝛoade, came to me againe with a ſozrow- 
full cheere, and dull gate. 

Alas when J ſawe her come in this ſozf,J could hardlie 


tontaine iy ſoule in my bodie, and therefoze ſuddainly ima⸗ 
gined that my Louer was deade by the wap, oz els that hee 


was arriued verie ſicke. The colour of my fate chaunged a 
—— times in one inſtant. and going to mete the dꝛea⸗ 
© ming Nurce, J ſaide vnfo her. Tel me quickly what newes 
"doll thou b2ing 2 Doth my Louecr line. Shee chaunged not 
eher gate, noꝛ anſwered me one wozd., And beeing nowe ens 
tred into my Chamber, and ſetting her ſelfe downe, loked 
me very pittifullie in the face. UWherefoze cucrie parte of 
my bodie being ſhaken like the tender Aſpen leaues, by ſome 
ſoft winde, J did beginne nowe fo tremble, and hardly re- 


training my teares, J croſſed myne armes, and did put my 


hands into my ſozrowfull boſome, ſaying, 


If thou doft not tell me quickly, what this thy ſozrow- 


full countenaunce doth meane, and what theſe ſadde ſignes 
which thou doit bzing with ther do ſignifp, there ſhall not 
any part of my garments remaine whole to my body, noz 


- -hap2e bntoꝛne from mp head. Mhat ſecrete occaſton there⸗ 


fo2e map it be, that maoueth _ wo felling it, but onelye 
that, 
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that, which J feare will pzone ominous vnto mee.Conceale , , 
it no longer, but declare if, J am attending foꝛ wozle 55 


What (tell me at a worde) liueth my Panphil ilus? Ode p2ic- 


— ſaid J againe, wber 2e duſt thou not tell me quick 35 
lie. What enuious accidents ſtay him from cbming hether? » » 
Why doſt thou bold me in luſpence, and wauering amidſt a » » 
thouſand fearefull ſurmtſes: Is he ſicke with any malladie? » » 
Oz what froward occaſion doth: with⸗ holde him, that beeing » » 
come out of the Gally,he doth not come to ſee me. Then ſher » 
ſaid. J knowe not whether want of health, oz any other miſ- » » 
chaunce doth detaine him. Then ſaid J againe, haſt thou not » » 
ſcene him? oz is he not yet come? haue ſcene him ſapd ſhe, » 2 
and he is come, but not the ſame whom we did expect. Howe » » 
art thou ſure ſaid J that he is not my Panphilus? Haſt thou 
ſeene him at any other time, and didſt thou nowe behold and » 
marke him well? Truelie ſaid ſhe,J did neuer ſ& him, that » 
J wote ok, but beeing euen nowe bꝛoughte vnto him by that » 
pong Gentleman, who tolde me the firſt newes of hys re- » » 
turne,and telling him, that J bad oftentimes enquired foz » » 
him, be aſked me what J would with him 2 Vis health and » 


welfare (aid J. And Jdemaunding of him, how his old Fa ⸗ 


ther did, and in what eſtate the reſt of his thinges t@d, and » » 


what was the cauſe ofhis long ſtaying ſince his departure, » 


he anſwered, that he neuer knewe his Father, and that beer 


was a poſthumus bozne , and that all his thinges were in 744m 
god plight, and that he had neuer bene here befoze, and did boa alter 
meane to ſtay here but a ſmall time. Thele thinges made his Faches 
me to wonder, and doubting leaſt J was deceined, J aſked death 


him bis name, which curteonſly and plainly he tolde me,and 39 
J no ſoner hearde it, but immediatly J perceined,by p iden- , , 


tity and likenes of if, with the name of thy beloued yanphi- , „ 


lus,both the and my ſelfe to be greatly deceined, UMhen J 3 » 


bearde theſe thinges (moſt pittifull Ladyes) mine cycs fo2- Eflectes of 


ſoketheir lights, t every ſenſitine ſpirit, fo2 feare of death, ſu — 


went their wapes, and falling downe in the place where 17 
Ee 3. latte, 
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latte, tbere remained no moze fozce in my body, then was 
ſcarce able fo bꝛeathe fo:th one pe (alas. ) Which (when 
the miſerable olde Woman perceined) lamenting greatly, 
and calling tbe reſt of my Women about mee, caryed mee 
like a dead woman to my bedde, and there labour ing fo re- 
- duce my wandering ſpirits with colde water, beleuing a 
great while together to recouer life, and pet 1 5 | 
ſo the ſame,they watched me with diligent care. But 
that my foꝛſaken fo:ces came to me againe, and after J a 
pow2ed fo2th many teares and ighes, J aſked the ſoꝛrow⸗ 
fall Nurce an other time, it it were ſo, as ſhe had ſapd. And 
beſides this, remembzing with my ſelfe , howe warpe and 
diſcrete Panphilus was wont fo bee,and faſpecting that hee 
bad wiſely and of purpoſe made himſelfe vnknowne to the 
Nurce, with whom he had neuer talked in bis like befoze, J 
wylled, that ſhe ſhould deſcribe vnto me the tountenaunce, 
the feyture,the geſture, the perſonage, and the faſhions of 
that Panphilus with whom ſhe had talked, But ſhee affy2- 
ming firſt with an oath,that it was no leſſe, and no ofber- 
wyſe then the had tolde me, declared to mee afterwardes in 
oꝛder, his ſtature, the lineaments of his body 8 face, and laſt 
ok all, the manner of his apparrell . All which (alas) made 
mee gpue too great faith to that, which the olde woman fold 
me. 

Wherefoze th;uſte of from all hope, J reentred infomy 
fozmer woes, and ryſing bppe like a franticke Woman, A 
pulled of my ſumptuous garments of top, andlayd aſide my 
once deere, but now vnpleaſant oznaments, and my friſeled 
thyning hapꝛe, with an enuious Hecuba hand, J toze ont of 
oꝛder, and did careleſlp ruffle them together, and deſpyſing 

all comfozt, A beganne moſt bitterly to complaine of my in- 
 ceſſanf,and miſerable miſhaps, and with cruell wo2des fo 
condemne my failed hope, and to blame the good thoughts, 
and like concealed opinions of my vntrue and wycked Lo⸗ 


uer. 
And in barefe, Irefurned wholy to my olde life of my 
es, 
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hadde a moꝛe are feruent defire of death H 
then befoze, which J had not — (as vet — but Alke 
that the bene iny intended voyage with nolittle fozce in vie 
with-helde me from perfozmaunce of if, 


the ſixt booke. 
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N this kinde of! yfe 
92 e dberetoze (moſt pittifull 51 
A baue remained, as by the re- 
counted and paſſed accidents you 
may geather, And by how much 
M\ \j| my vngratefall Lozd , doth ſee 
SA my hope fly from me, by ſo much 
Id moꝛe doth he wozke ſtranger 
— effects in me, then he was wont 
to do, and blowing with moze hot defires the glowing coles 
of lone in my ſmothered. bzeaſt, doth make them grea- 
fer then befoꝛe, which, as on the one ſide they do mightilie 
encreaſe,ſo are my paines and ſozrows on the other by like 
pꝛopoꝛtion augmented, Which neuer beeing with due oynt⸗ 
ment aſſwaged of me, are by my own will and follies, made 
moze greeuoys.and inſuppoꝛtable: And beeing moze ſharpe 
do moze afflicte my ſozrowfull and woefall minde. And J 
doubt not (but following theyꝛ headlong courſe) they will 


at length with ſome honeſt meane open mee the way of 
death, which beretofoze J baue ſo long, and vnfainedly de- 
ſir, oy But yet hauing my alſured hope as J haus alreadie 

dur izyeny ppotended voyage to finde, and ſeꝛ him (ah that vn 
gratetull Panphilus A meane ) who is the oziginall of ali 
this, J did not ſeeke to mittigate them » but was _ 
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yy reſolued( as wel as J could) conſtantly to endure them. 
Foz perfozmaunce of which, A found ont one onely poſſible 


To relem- way amongſt many others, which was, to compare and mea 


ble ones 
paine with 
an others 


greefes 


18 2 light 


ning of 


ſotrowe. 


ſure my paines, with theirs, who had likewiſe paſſed ſuche 
bꝛuntes as my lelfe, ſighting bnder the amozous enſignes, 
and in the dollozous battaples of lwue. Wherof J thinke to 
reape adouble commodity. 

Firſt in knowing my ſelſe not the firſt, noz fo be alone 
afflicted with miſerp, as not long ſince my Nurce , in her 
alleaged comfoztes told me. Secondlp, that euerp grefe, 
payne, and pange of their laue, being (in my indgement) 
ſufficiently recompenced, IJ determined and reſolaed with 
my ſelle to paſſe away euer after with my fozmer, euerp o⸗ 
ther greefe whatſoener : which J recken no little glozy to 
me, when J may ſap, that J am onely the , that lining hath 
ſuſtained moꝛe grote and miſerp then any other woman: 
And with this kinde of glozie(fo2ſaken pet of enery one as 
extreame miſery indeede, and of my ſelfe(alas)if J could o⸗ 
ther wile dw) in this ſoꝛte as you ſhall heare,J paſſed away 


my melancholie times. I (ay therefoze, that martired with 


theſe continnall anguiſhes and conſidering well of others 


who haue not beene exempted from the lyke , the painefull 


lones of Inacus his daughter ( who being firſt a tender and 
delicate damſell, and paſſing lonely and beautifull, did ſeeme 
tinely fo repꝛeſent᷑ me) tame to my minde, and afterwards; 
ber great god happe and happy felititie, in that ſhe was not 
meanely beloued of mightie Ioue. Which thing doubtleſſe 
cold not be of her onely but of every womũ alſo accompted a 
great gloꝛp and pꝛaiſe.Afterwardes conſidering howe thee 
was metamoꝛphiſed into a Cowe, and how by the ſenere 
commannde of iealious Juno, ſhe was kept of vigilant Ar- 

gus, 3 did iudge her to be beyond all meaſure tozinfted with 
great anxieties andgrefe ot mind. And tertes J am of opi⸗ 
nion, that her gre&fs did greatly exctede mine; if that foꝛ her 
company t comfozt ſhe had not had ſometimes the aſſiſtance 


of her louing God. And who doth doubt, ik J had the werte 


company ofmy loner, who might any time haue helped me 
5V ZW 
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in theſe ruthfall paſſions, o2 that be had but ſometimes ta- 
ken any little pittie of me, that any woes whatſoener toulde 
baue annoyed me ſo, as they haue continually dane? Be⸗ 
des this, her ende made her paſſed and appꝛoued ſozrowes, 
very light. Becauſe Argus being killed by ber lovers mel- 
ſenger,and che tranſpozted lightly with ber heauie body into 
Egipt, and returned there fo ber owne ſhape againe, and 
marped to Oſtiris,ſhe ſawe her ſelfe at laſt inſtalled in the 
Emperiall diademe and like a happy Nucene to ſway the 
regal ſcepter of Egipr,Jf J could but thinke,o2 hope though 
in my olde age fo ſe my Panphilus once againe, I would ſay 


that my greefes were not fo be compared with the ſozrowes _ 


of this Lady, But the Gods onely knowe , if this god foz- 
tune (hall euer happe to me oꝛ no, howſoener with falſe hope 


in the meane time J delude and flatter my ſelfe. Next to ber The grea- 
the vnfeztunate loue of Biblis is repzeſented vnto my ter part of 
thoughts, whom(me thinke) I ſe fozſake,all her wealth,iop bee fa>'< 
and plealure to followe vnflexible Caunus. And with theſe, Oude. 


I bethinke my ſelfe alſo of wicked Mirrha , who, after the 
dete ſted fraition of ber odions loves, flying from her angry 
Father, who purſued her with menaces of iuſt death, plun- 
ged alſo into that miſery . 1 

J behold alſo dolozus Canace, who, after the miſerable 
by2th of her inceſtious conceptid, loked foz nothing leſſe buf 
death. And thinking well with my ſelfe-of their ſeuerall (oz 
rowes, I dyd doubtleſſe eſteeme them to be extreame , al- 
though their loues were but filthy and abhominable luſtes. 
But if J am not deceined, J ſe them all ended, oz elle in 
choꝛte ſpace to be terminated. Becauſe Mirrha flying away, 
bauing the Goddes pittifull of her paines, and aunſwerabls 


to her deſires, was with delay tranſfozmed into a tri of her 
owne name. By 

And ſhee neuer after (although it doth confinually deſtill 
Amber teares , as ſhee dyd at the very inſtant, when her 
fozme was changed) felte any of her fozmer paynes and 
playntes ., Ano as the occaſion of her ſozrowes dyd 
arpſe, ſo the cauſe of theyz pzyuation , was not 2 

2 | 
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ſo wanting. Biblis likewiſe ( as ſome ſay) without any 
longer delay ended her dolefull dates with a cruell halter, ad 
mitte, that others holde, that by great fanour of the Nim- 
phes, (who did commiſſerate her harde deſtinies -) ſhe was 
turned into a fountaine of her owne name, till this day pet 
keping the ſame. 

And this befell fo her when Ge knew that Caumus deni⸗ 
ed her, her deſires , and ſcoꝛnefullp reiected her companie, 
and with frowning bꝛowes repꝛoued her wicked ſates, 
What ſhal J ſay in ſhewing my own paines, greater (alas) 
then thoſe, that moleſted Biblis, 4 moze areuous, then thoſe, 
that Mirrha had, but that the bzcutety of them hath had no 
ſmall aduantage ouer the length ot mine. Mhoſe therefoze 
well conſidered, the pittifull loues of hapleſſe Pyramus and 
Thisbe were nert obiected to my remembzannce,of whome 
(J cannot but take great compaſſion, imagining them both 
to be young and with great trouble. many ſozowes to haue 
burned in each others loue, and labouring with mutuall 
pꝛeſente to haue reaped the fruite of they2 feruent deſirts, 
which with vntimely death and in ſhozte time were equal- 
lie diſſolued. 

O what a pittifull thing is it to thinke, what greefe pear · 
ced poze Pyramus his hart, when, in the ſilent time of night 
finding his dere Thisbes robes, blody and tozne of the wild 
beaſt at the fote of the Mulbery tre, ntere vnto the foiitaine 
and appointed meeting plate, by theſe diſmall 4 vnexpected 
tokens, he ſurely thought that ſhe was deuoured. The ſhea- 
thing certes of his ownſwo2d in his inpatift bꝛeaſt did ſhew 
it manifeſtly enough. Afterwards diſcourſing in my minde 
the wounding thoughtes of miſcrable Thisbe, beholding her 
louer wallowing in his owne goare,and pating yet with de 


clining life, J thinke them to be ſo greeuous , and imagine 


her teares alſo fo be ſuch burning dꝛoppes, that J can hard 


 ltebelene that there were euer any (myne owne cxcepted). 


that dyd toꝛment, and ſcalde moꝛe, then byzs . Uherefoze 
theſe two ( as it is now ſayd) in the very beginning ul 
they2 grefes,and lues dyd ende the very ſame. O thziſe 


happy 
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happy ſoules, if that in the other world, as in this their per / 
fect and firme lone doth, ſtill remaine inuiolate. And ſo, the 
papnes, cares and infinite woes, ol all thepa fozmer love 
could not be equiualent with the delightes , and content of 
their eternall company. 5 

After thele the grefe of loꝛlaken Dido entred with: EO 28880 
ter ſoꝛte and deeper conſideration into my minde betauſe 


her condition did or all others moſt reſemble mine. J imagi⸗ 


ned how ſhe was building of Carthage, and ffavying with 
great Paieſky fo dictate lawes in Iunvs temple, to her new 
people:And how the gaue bountifull entertainment to Ene⸗ 
asa ſtraunger vnto per, by enuious tempells of ; Sea wea⸗ 
therbeaten, and caſt vpon her Libianſhozes!;! and how dhe 
was enamoured ol his bꝛaue perſonage, and paſſing 1 vertues 
and at laſt howe ſhe committed both her ſelke, and all _ 
fo the diſpoſition and pleaſure of that Troyan Duke. Ul 
hauing vied her royall Pallaces at his pteaſare, and ſoaked 
bimlſelfe in all manner of delices in her tountrie, ſhe being 
eyery day moze and moze enflamed with his loue, abando⸗ 
ning ber at laſt, departed from thence. O how much with⸗ 
out compare did ſhe ſeme miſerable in my conctite, behol- 
ding her loking from her higheſt turrettes towards the ſea, 
couered with diſankred ſhippes of her deing and bnpittifull 
luer. 

But J iudge her moze impatient, tben dolle deus, wben 2 
thinke of her cruell death. And tertes at the firſt departure 
of my Panphilus J felt (in my oppinion) the very lelfe ſame 
greefe, as ſhe did on the ſodaine endure, at the ſapling away 
of falſe Eneas. O that it had ſo pleaſed the Goddes that J, as 
vnable to endure my greefe,as be was hers, had with ſoms 
ſodaine death ended my loathed life, ſo that dy theſe meanes 
J might baue de liuered my ſelfe from theſe paines, and ſoz⸗ 
rowes, as ſhe dyd her ſelfe, which after wardes ( by defaulte 
thereof) dyd continnally cleave in ſunder my afflicted hart. 
After theſe miſerable thoughtes, and the rathfull chaunces 
of vnbappy Heroe of Seſto tame to my minde'; whome (mee 
thought A ſawe comming downe 17 her higheſt Tower 

3. to 
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to tho Dea bankes and rockes, wohtre ſbe was wont ſome, 
times to mate and receiue her welbeloged and: wear ied Le 
ander into her armes. 

And euen there againe (mer thinks) ſe ber W what a pit 
titull # pale counfenance ſhe veel her luer lying dead be 
Sorrow cea ft her, dʒint firſt on ſhoze by a fitendly Dolphin, al naked, 
tech when lonced in hziniſh waters,4 laid along vpon the Ses ſands,e 
nope 12p2'* wiping with ber garmentes the ſalte water from his pale 
the thing Vilage,and dꝛowning hym the ſecond time with the flowing 
whichis UCreames of her ſwelling teares. Ah what great pittie doth 
loſt, ber cruell paſſages finde uin my ſozrowfull mind. Poze true 
9 lie then any ol thoſe of the fozeſayd ladyes, and ſometimes 
ſo much, that foꝛgetting my owne woes, 3 did weepe and las 
ment-fo2 birs, - | 

| And laſtly cold J conceine no meanes fo2 her cofo2t but one 
43 of theſe two, either to die, oꝛ elſe to foꝛget him, as other dead 
4 men haue beene: In taking eyther of which ber ſozydwes(J 
| thinke) might bane eaſilie bene finiſhed ;. Conſidering thaf 
no {oft thing, in recouering of which againe, there is na hope 
lefte,can grene vs any long time. But yet the Goddes-fozs 
bidde, that this kinde of comfozt ſhould happen to me, which 
if if did come to paſſe, no counſel in ſuch a caſe ſhould auaile 
0 but that, which perſwaded me once to a reſolute and haſty 
5 death. Fo2 during the time that my Panphilus liueth, whoſe 
15 lyfe his happie ſtarres, and pꝛedominante plancttes pꝛe⸗ 
? ſerue as long, as be himſelf doth deſtre,that cannot ( J hope) 
; a no; ſhall not befall bnfo me. But ſceing the enter courſe of 


mundane thinges in continuall motion, this beltefe is added 
to my bope, that in the end, oꝛ elſe(perhappes)befoze,he ſhall 


_ returne,and be mine againe, as once he was: which linge- 
1 ring hope not comming to effect , doth howerly make my 
475 life greenous and irkeſome vnto mir. And by thus much ther 
1 N foe, J eſteeme my ſelfe oppꝛeſſed with greater ſozrowe then 
Bp ſhe was. J remeber Þ in French meters, to which if any cre 
If dite may be lent, haue ſometimes read that Sir Triſtram, 
by Fresch and Lady Iſotta haue moze then any other louers,matually 
0 + Rimes, 
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and feruentlie loued each other, and with their chaunging 
deligbtes, haus had great miſfoztunes and adne — RE 
mingled, enen in the floziſhing and bzateſt-time of they; 
pouth, who,becauſe,loning greatly togeather, they haue ta» 
ffed-both of one ende, it ſemes moſt credible, that not with- 
out extreame ſozrowe and bitter greefe on bothlives 5 ber 
foꝛſwke their woꝛldly detightes. ö | 
Ma hich map be caſilie graunted, ifin abandoning 
woꝛld they thought that in the other, the ſame could Hot be 
found oz had. But if they had this opinion, that they were as 
ample and common in the other(as they had in derde) then 
it is to be thought, that death had rather afvzeded'them ſome 
great rontent and iop, then any ſorow and feafe at all. * 
what certaintie df griefe map one giue with teſtimonie 
thing, which he neuer pzoued. None at all fraely' In Sy2 
F riſtram his armes was his owne death, and the death of 
| Foz if, in embzacing ber body ſo ſtraightly and lib 
ithadgreued her at all, in opening his armes againe, O 
payne (no doubt) bad ceaſed.And vet foz allthis, let vs admit 
and — it is by great reaſon moſt fearefull, and Frte 
uous to taſt of: what greefe can wie ſay fo be abſolutely ina 
thing. that doth come fo paſſe but onely once, and which 
doth occupte but a little ſpace of time Certes none. Sir Tri 
ſtratn therfoꝛe 4 lſotta in one hower ended their deligbtes, e 
dollours. The continued time of my ſtretching are&fs'; and 
laſting ſoꝛrowe, hath without compariſon greatly exceeded 
the bzenitte of my entoped mp2th and iopes. But amongeſf 
the number of theſe fozeſayd lwuers, my minde did thinke 
of miſer able Phedra, who with her voluntary and aduiſed 
furie, was p occaſion ot᷑ his moſt cruel death, whom ſhe loned 
moꝛe thenher{cife:x Jknowe not truely, what dammage x 
great inconuenience did follow her of ſuch a great fault, but 
J am certaine, if p like had euer happened to me, there had 
bene nothing but violent death, y might erpiate 5 guilt ther⸗ 


ol: but if ſhe liued, ſze buried him afterward indarck obliuid 
Ff 4, as coms 


this: "| 


* 
2 a r 
. 


communly all tpinges (as euen now I — wont to bie 
e n by death. And beſides theſe loꝛowes inbich Laodas 

eiphyle Argia, Euadne, t Deianira,and manp others 
kelte, followed hers in my ſcanning thoughts: all which eps 


ther by violent daath, 02 by neceſſary obliuion reteiued 
ſome comfort at last. 


tier che lõo- And who doubteth that burning fire, red hotte iron, and 
ger it remai melted leade , doth not greeuouſly burne and ſcalde his fin- 


neth in N 


thing th 
more it 
neth. 


ger, who doth but ſodainely dippe it in , and doth quickly 
bur pull it out againe: Why, none I thinke:And pet this is no- 

thing to that extreame payne, whoſe whole body is in eyther 
of theſe toꝛmented and plunged foz a god ſpace togeather: 
wherfoze how many ſoeuer J haue deſcribed aboue in woes, 
ſazowes t parnes, the ſame may be ſaid to be but a momen⸗ 
tarie while in their ſoperficiall and counterfeite grietes, 
whereas J haue really felt them,. continually bene in them, 
and am not yet free from them. Wherefoze all theſe fozeſayd 


woes in reſpect of mine, haue biene but amozous annopaun 


ces. But beſides theſe miſerable women, the no leſle ſozrow- 
ful teres powꝛed fozthof thoſe, who w the vnerpected bꝛunts 
of cruell foꝛtune haue beene confounded , came befoʒe mine 
epes. 

And theſe are thoſe of locaſta, Hecuba, Sophonisba, Corne 
lia and Cleopatra. O how much myſerie ( conſidering well 
the miſcrable ſucceſſe of Iocaſtas lues) do we ſce befallen 
vnto her in all her life time, poſſible enough to haue daunted 
and troubled the moſt ſtout and ſtrongeſt minde Foz ſhe be- 
ing very young, was maried to Layus King of Thebes, who 
commaunded, that her firſt childe ſhould be th2zowen. out to 
be denow2ed of wilde Beaſtes, the miſerable Father thin- 
king by this, to haue pꝛeuented that which the heauens and 
his ineuitable deſtinies, with infallible courſe had pꝛepared 
fo him. O what a greefe muſt (I ne&des thinke ,) that this 
was lo her ſoule, conſidering the degree of her that lente if, 
and that with her owne handes ſhe was conſtrained fo de⸗ 
liuer, and fo ſende it fo a cruell kinde of death: and after war 
des certified by them, that caried her vnfoztunate intante, ot 
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bis mangled and denoured coꝛpes » with what infollerable 
aref2 he beleued,that he was deade indeede. And fo ſee her 
baplefle Yuſband moſt miſerably ſlaine of bim, whom hee 
had engend2ed in her owne bowels,and that ſhe her ſelfe af- 
ter wards eſponſed fo her vnknowne Son, had by him foure 
childꝛen. And fo how almoſt in one how2e ſhe ſawe her ſelfe 
mother,and wife to this wicked Parricide: whom after ſhee 
had perfectly knowne, when ſhe ſawe him dep2ined firſt of 
his epes, and laſt of his kingdom, and how his execrable fact 
and deteſted life was publiſhed to p whole wozlde. In what 
miſerable plight her ſoule was then, oppꝛeſſed nowe wyth 
manie yeeres, which were rather deſirous of repoſe, then 
meete to be diminiſhed with reſtles anguiſh, ſhee may well 
thinke, and iudge, who hath beene toſſed with the greateſt, o 
with like greefes of minde. But pet her diſpiteous and cru⸗ 
ell Foꝛtune heaped vppon her extreame miſerp, greater and 
moꝛe bitter woes. Foz ſeeing the ye&rely entercourſe 4 ſuc- 
ceſſtue raigne of her two Sonnes, with mutuall compoſiti- 

tion deuided betweene them. And afterwardes the faithleſſe 
bzother pynned vppe in the Cittie, and ſeeing the greateſt 
part of Greece vnder the regiment of ſeauen Kings, laſtly, 
after mante bloddie battailes, conſuming fires, myſerable 
ſpoyle of Uirgins,wines,and gods, When ſhee bchelde one 
of her pꝛodigious Sons vnnaturally to embzew his ſwoꝛde 
in his owne bꝛothers blood, and when ber Puſbands Bonne 
dꝛiuen out, and exiled into an other Bingdome, ſhe ſawe the 
auncient and olde walles of her noble Cittie builded fir ſte 
by the werte harmonie of Amphitrion his Cythern, pitti⸗ 
fullie ruinated and beaten downe. And howe her late flozi⸗ 
ching kingdome was miſerably diuided and vtterlie diſlol⸗ 
ned : and hauing hanged her ſelfe, left perhaps her Dangb⸗ 
ter in a moſt ignominous and ſhamefull life. Mhat coulde 
the angry Goddes, the wozld,froward Foztune,and the ma⸗ 
licious Yagges of hell haue conſpired moze again ter. No- 

thing certes in my opinion. | 
Foz let that gaſtlꝑ place be ſurueped, and euerp toꝛture 
therein duelie conſidered, and pet J hardlie belteue p there 
G n- could 
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toulde not in the ſame ſuch extreame tozments and paines 
be founde. Wherefoze J appꝛoue and ſap, that euer p & leaſt 
particle of her anguiſh,and of her fault to be moſt greeuous, 

and no leſſe impious. And as there is no woman that would 
iudge, that my grefe were not to be compared to the great- 
nes of this,ſo (truely) would J alſo ſay, bad not mine beene 
amo020us, 

Foz who doubteth but that ſhe knewe , - (ſeeing the ab⸗ 
hominablecrymes of her wicked houſe , and of vnnaturall 
Huſband (wozthy of the condigne anger of the Goddes)that 
duely ſcanned theſe aduerſe accidents) theſe hozrible accts 
dents to be meritoꝛious puniſhmets foz ſuch heynous guilt, 
and barbarous impietie. None truely, that would tadge her 
to be in her right witts. And if ſhe were but a fole ſhee felt 
ber arefes the leſſe, becauſe (not fully knowing the waight 
of them) they could not ſo greatly greeue her. And whoſoe- 

_ ner knoweth her ſelfe woozthy of ſuch calamities + troubles 
that ſhe endureth, with little greefe oz none at all, ſhee reſol- 
ueth with ber ſelfe moze patientlie to paiſe them away. But 
I neuer corffkitted anie thing, wherewith the Gods might 
iuſtly be offended with me, hauing with continual offerings 
honozed them, and with holy victimie beſought their diuine 
graces, neuer deſpyſing their Godheads, as in times paſt the 
Thebanes moſt wickedly did. But perhappes ſome one may 
well obiect and ſay. Howe canſt thou affirme, that thou haſt 
not deſerued puniſhment, oz that thou haſt not committed 
ante fault? Why,baſt thon not violated the holy lawes,and 
— an adulterous youthe defiled thy marriage bedde? pes 
fruely, 

Buk if this matter bee well pꝛopounded, as J baue not 
my ſelfe onely done thys cryme, ſo doth it not deſerue (4 
thinke) ſo greate puniſhment, and ſuch greeuous paynes, 
Becauſe ſhe mult thinke, that J being a tender pong Gen⸗ 
tlewoman, was not able to gaineſape and reſiſte that, which 
the ſtrongeſt menne in the woꝛlo, nap the Gods themſelues 
toulde not dw. ; 

And 
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And as J am not the firſt, that hath committed ſuch a 
freenvly fault, ſo am J not alone, and ſhall not bee the laſte, 
but hauing almoſt all Women in the wozlde my compani⸗ 
ons in this excuſable erronr, Jam not ſo greatly to bee cons 
demned fo2 the ſame. And thoſe lawes which J haue infrin- 
ged,are of common courſe wont fauonrably to pardon a mul 
tifade, | 


My fault moꝛeouer, as it was molt ſecrete, ſo it Goulde 


not therefoze be ſo ſeuerelp and thozowlie puniſhed. And be- 4 ſeerete 


ſides all this, Day that the Goddes were iuſtlp ſtirred vppe 
to w2ath againſt mee, and did ſeeke to gine mee ſharpe coꝛ⸗ 
rections foz my great offences, were it not a greater parte 
of iuſtice, and moze reaſon fo punilh him, who was the occa- 
ſion of my fall? Nowe whither burning and lawles loue, oz 


Panphilus his rare beauty,bzaue perſonage, and quallities the occa- 

induced me to coꝛrupt the ſacred lawes of wedlock, J know on of ſinne 
not, but knowing too too well, that both the one and the o⸗ ougbi wor- 
ther were of moſt great foꝛce to toꝛment me moſt ſtranglie. hel) to be 
So that this nowe did not happen by the ſinne committed, * 


but is rather a newe greefe and ſequeſtred from þ reſt moze 
cruelly cructating the patient and ſuſtayner of it, then anie 
other. 


The which mozeouer, if the Goddes foꝛ my commitl- 


fed offence had giuen me. they ſhoulde do confraxy fo they? 
right iudgment and accuſtomed manner, in that they ſhould 
not with the ſinne recompence the puniſhment, which bee- 
ing compared to the due paynes of locaſta, and to her Deſer- 


ned defaults, and conſidering mine owne crro2s, and the ſe⸗ 


uere puniſhment, which J do ſaffer foz the ſame, ſhee muſt 
nerdes be ſaide fo be but lightly puniſhed, and my ſelfe with 
fo rigoꝛous chaſtiſement,and vnmeaſurable paine, to be coz 
rected. No2 let not any take holde of this, that ſhee was be- 
reaued of her Kingdome,dep2zpued of her Sonnes, deſpopled 
of her Huſband, and laſt of all, ot her owne life, and A but 
onely of my Louer. All which truelp J confefle. 


But ſpyghtfnl Fozfune carped away with this Loucr, 


all my felicitie , though that, (which perhappes in other 
Ga 2. mens 


balfe par · 


Hecuba 
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mens light and judgment was accounted happines) bath ſtil 
remained with me, and which is cleene contrarie to my de- 


fires. Becauſe my Puſband,my parents my riches, and all 
things els beſides are a moſt greeuous burden vnto mee, and 


nothing congruant with my wiſhed content, Thich things 


if ſhe had taken from me, as ſhe did my Louer, there had the 
remained a molt open way foz me to haue fulfilled my de- 
fires, which bndoubtedly J would haue followed. By which 
if I could not haue bꝛought to paſſe my wil, then were there 
a thouſand kinds of deathes readie fo2 me, to haue rydde me 
from all my woes and miſeries. Wherefoze J iuffly thinke 
that my paines are much moze greater, then any of the foze 

Me thinkes that next after theſe, J ſ& Hecuba tõming 
to my minde, paſſing ſoꝛrowfull in her conntenaunce, who 
eſcaped from that gener all ruine,and ſuruiuing onelp to be⸗ 
hold the dolefull and deſtroyed Reliques of ſo godly a king- 
dome, the ſubuerſion of ſuch an admirable Cittie, the cruell 
death of ſo P2incly a Paſbande,of ſo many renowned ſons, 
and moſt faire daughters, to ſe the deſtruction of ſo manie 
magnanimious Nephewes, valiant Coſins and Allyes, the 
rapine of ſo great riches, the hauocke of infinite freaſure,the 
ſpoyle of ſo manie Uirgins, the rauiſhment of wines,and of 
all ſozts of Women, the extinction of ſuch excellencie,p loſſe 
of ſo many Ringes hewed and llaine right downe, ſuch blo- 
die maſſacres,and pitiful ſtratagemes, of the diſmayed and 


betraped Troyans, the impietie perpetrated in p Temples 


polluted,baftered and made plaine with the ground, and the 
indignitie and irreuerente done fo their diſhonoured g cha⸗ 
ſed Goddes. And ſ&ing her ſelfe to be olde, and ſozrowfully 
recalling fo her wounded minde, what mighty Hector was, 
what valiant Troylus, what doughtie Deiphobus, ę whaf 
ber pongeſt darling Polydore , and the ſhyning vertues of 
mante noble men moze, and howe vnfoꝛtunatlie ſhes ſawe 
them all die,remembzing alſo howe the generous bloode of 
her late mighty and maieſticall Huſbande was cruelly ſhed 
in her own lappe befoze the holie Aulters, and how ou 
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Towzes,famous foz magnificent buildings, full of pzincely 
Pallaces,and very populous with noble and wozthy Citti- 


zens,conſumed with deuouring flames, and wholy raſed fro 


the earth, 
And beſides all this, the pittifull ſacrifice of her fapꝛe 


Daughter Polyxena, offered vppe by vnpittifull Pyrrhus, 


to the ſhadow of Achilles. Oh with what exceſliue greefe 
and anguiſh of minde (muſt we niedes thinke) that thee be⸗ 
belde all theſe thinges, But ſhozt was the ſozrowe, which 
her olde and feeble minde, not able to endure the ſame, wan⸗ 
dering out of her riaht courſe,made her madde, as her bar⸗ 
king complaints amiddes the fleldes and wods did plainely 
ſhew, But J with a moze firme and perfect memozy , then 
is nevefull fo2 ſuch woes, to my great greefe do continually 
remaine in my ſozrowfull and found witts, and do diſcerne 
moze and moze , the pꝛepoſterous occaſions of my pzeſent 
woes, and of my future ſozrowes. Becauſe my manyfolde 
barines enduring longer then hers, J thinke them (be they 
neuer ſo light) fo be moze greenous (as J haue many times 
ſaid) thenthe greateſt and molk ſenſible paines which is en- 
ded in a ſhozt time. 


Sophonisba (equally participating the aduerſities in Sophonizba 


ber Widdowhode,and the iop of her mariage in one e ſelfe 
ſame moment almoſt of time, iocande and ſad, an hono2able 


and glad ſponſe,and a poze pꝛiſoner, inveſted and deſpoyler 


of a Kingdome,and finally in theſe ſhoꝛte alterations of tot- 
tering Foztune, dꝛinking ber fatall poyſon, (full of anguiſhe 


and deadlp grefe)appeareth next vnto my thoughts. Behold 


her ſometimes a molt high and famous Qutene of the Nu- 


midians, afterwards the martiall affapꝛes of her Parents 


and frends —— an aduerſe and luckleſſe iſſue, her 


Buſbande Siphax taken from her, and become pꝛiſoner to 
Maſſiniſſa Ring of Marſilia, (warring vnder the Romaine 


Enſignes) and her ſelfe in one howze depꝛiued of her Kings 
dome, and pꝛyſoner alſo in the mids of her enemies Campe, 
Maſliniſſa afterwardes making her his wife, and ſhe reſto» 


Ggz. red to 


fatall Troy, whilome reared vppe to the ſkyes with ſtatelp, 
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red fo the ſame againe. | 

O with what deſpight, greefe , and bitter 3 of 
mind, do J belceue that ſhee ſawe theſe thinges ſacceede abs 
ruptlie one after another. Noz pet ſecure of her voluble 
and flattering Foꝛtune, with howe heauy a hart did ſhee ce⸗ 
lebzate her newe eſpoulalles, which greefes and extreame 
myſeries, with a tragicall ende at laſt, and with a tout en⸗ 
terpꝛiſe, ſhe did fully finiſg. Becauſe not one naturall day, 
after the nuptiall rytes beeing yet ſpent, and ſcarcely think- 
ing with her ſelfe, that ſhe remained in the regunent, and 
that ſhe did beare the fozmer ſway of Scepter, and warring 
thus within her ſeife,and thinking of the newe lone of Maſ⸗ 


ſiniſſa, not framed well to ber minde, the olde lone of Siphax 


being not pet extinct, with no trembling hart, but wpth a 
bolde hande, receiued the moztiferous popſonne , which her 
newe Yuſbande ſent her by her owne Sernaunt, (the fears 
full meſſenger of her vntimelp death, and with certaine diſ⸗ 
pitifall,and pꝛemiſed ſpeeches, without any ſigne and token 
of feare in her reſolute face, dꝛuncke of the ſame, immediat⸗ 


ly after pelding vppe her ghoſt, 


O how bitter map one imagine that her life was, if ſhe 
had had any longer time to meditate, and think of her death, 
that did follo we. Who therefoꝛe is not to be placed, but a- 


To thick of mongſt thoſe Women, who haue bene but meanely and not 


gree fe ma- 


keth it grea 
cer. 


Cornelia 


much afflicted with ſozow, conſidering that her ſpeedy death 
vid pꝛeuent her beginning woes, where as mine hãue conti⸗ 
nued with me a long time together, and pet do accompanpe 
me againſt my wyll, and are ſwozne fo remaine ſtyll wyth 
me, to make themſelues moze migbtp thereby, 4 with their 
vnited foꝛces to infeſt moꝛe their vſurped habitation. After 
her, doleful Cornelia oppꝛeſſe with inſnit ſoꝛrow was ob- 
iccted to my muſing thougbts,who ſmiling Foꝛtune had ex⸗ 
alted ſo high, to make her p firſt wife of Craſſus ,. andafter- 
wards great Pompey his ſpouſe, whoſe woꝛthy valoꝛ had al 
mot gotten him p chiefelt pꝛincipalitꝝ in Rome, 4 attayned 
to þ ſole gouernmet of all the Empire annered vnto it. Who 


m. that frowning Foztune changed bu 
copie, 
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topie, in maner of a fugitiue ſled miſerably out of Rome, and 
after war ds out of all Italy, her ſelfe alſo with her huſbande 
being fiercely purſued of conquering Cæſar. And leauing 
her in Lesboe, after many turmoples of inconffant foꝛtune, 
overcomming his puiſſaunt competitour in Theſſaly, by 
whoſe diſcomũture and auerthꝛowe, hee recouered hys foꝛte 
and might againe, which not long ſince by bis valiaunt ene⸗ 
my was greatly abated. And befides all this, with hope to 
reintegrate, and to renue his power in the conquered Eaſt, 
floting vpon the ſurging Seas, and arriucd in the kingdoms 
of Egypt, offering himſelſe voluntarily to the defence and 
_ truſty tuition of-yong King Ptolomie, being there cruelly 
done to death, ſhe ſawe hisembzued and headleſſe troncke 
toſſed and beaten vpp and downe the racing waues. Which 
things if euery aye by it ſelfe, oꝛ altogether be duely conſide 
red, we maſt nerdes lap, that without al compare ther ale 
ted mot greenouſly her dying ſoule . 

But the ſounde and comfoztable cotmſctl-of the ſage v. 
tique Cato, and the loſt hope in theſe: inſtabillities of Fo2- 
tune to regaine her Pompey againe, in a littie time mitti⸗ 
gated, naꝑ rather adnihilated her fozmer ſoꝛrowes, wheras 
A, ſtyll nouriſhed with vaine hope, not able by any counſell 
oꝛ comfozt to dꝛiue away the ſame, but by the ſimple aduiſe 
of my olde Nurce, (equally knowing of my ſozrowes from 
the beginning, in whoſe hart J knewe god will moze ryfe, 
then wyſedome rype in her heade, becanſe beleeuing often⸗ 
times to remedy my greefe, ſhee hath redonbled them) doo 
evermoze remain t liue cõſuming my lelfe in bitter plaints 
and confoũded in a thouſand doubts and anxieties of minde. 
There are allo manp, who (X think) do beleæue Þ Cleopatra Cleopatra 
Queens of Egypt did ſuffer intollerable grefe, and that her 
paines did greatly erceede mine. Becauſe firſte, ſeeing her 
ſelfe conioyned with her b2other in the Bingdome, and ly- 
uing in all manner of pleaſure and delights, and afterwards 
caſt by him into pꝛyſonne, was thought beyonde all mea- 
ſure to * charged wp Er dolour, os G 
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But the pꝛeſent hope of that, which after happened, made 
her to paſſe it ouer moze lightly. Foz ſhe beeing deliuered 
out of pzyſon,became Cæſar his louing and belwued Ladie. 
But afterwards fo2ſaken of him, there are who think, that 
fo2 greefe of theſe croſſing cares,her tender hartſtringes did 
well nie bzeak a ſunder, not regarding that there was a cer⸗ 
taine touch of vnconftancie,+ bzeach of lone,as wel in her, as 
in him, which at both their pleaſures they did fo2ſake , and 
take from one another, and beſtowe it els where, as often 
times ſhe plainely ſhewed, how fitly the could do the ſame, 
But the Gods foꝛbid, that ſuch conſolation befal to my tom⸗ 
foꝛtleſſe and afflicted ſoule. Foz be was neuer vet, oꝛ euer 
ſhall be, beſides him, to whom by many deſertes J baue as 
ynowed the whole terme and trauaile of my life, that conlde 
affy2me,o2 pet can ſap, that J was euer bis, but in hart affi- 
— onely to Panphilus , and whoſe J wyll foz euer re⸗ 
matne. 
| No2 let him hope, whoſoener he be, that any other lone 
ſhall neuer be of ſuch foꝛce as to d2ine his out of my faithful 
bꝛeaſt. Beſides this,if ſhe bad beene at Cæſar his departure 
left altogether comfoꝛtleſſe by him, there woulde be ſome as 
gaine, who ignozaunt of the trueth, would belteue that this 
was very areuous vnto her: buf pet if was not ſo. Becauſe 
if ſhe were on the one ſide agreened at his departure, the joy 
on the other, and the comfozt that ſhe receined of her lyttle 
Sonne Cæſarionem which ſhe had by him, and of her Kings 
dome reffozed to her againe, counteruapling her grefe,nay, 
exceeding all her fozmer ſozrowes whatſoeuer, did yelde her 
treble conſolation, This toy hath fozce and ſfrength enough 
to ouercome greater anguiſhe, and moze extreame cares of 
mind, then thoſe of them, who lone bat a little, and that but 
coldly to (as euen now 4 ſaide) that ſhe did. But that, which 
foz the accompliſhment of ber greateſt greefe, was annexed 
fo the reſt, was, that che was the wyfe of Marke Antonie, 
whom ſhee had with ber libydinous entiſements ſtyꝛred op 
to cinill,nay vnciuill warres againſt her owne bzother, al⸗ 
pyzing thereby and hoping (by the victozy of them) _ 
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crowned Empzelle of þ Romane monarchy. But dubble loſe 


ariſing to ber by this in one hower, which was » deth of her 
flaine buſband & of her fruſtrat hope, ot al other womt made 
(ber as it is cõmonlꝑ thought)the moſt vnfoꝛtũat 4 molt ſo; 
rowfal Lady, e beyond al conceif to be confounded with the 
greateſt cares and greefes, that might be. And conſidering 
fruely ſo high a mynde, and ſo pzowde a conceife , which 
fo be fir ſt in imagination and afterwardes in indeede ſole 
and ſoueraigne Ladie and Qucene of the whole circuite of 
the earth, by one infoꝛtunate battaile to be daſhed, and caſk 
downe(onr ſex alſo being naturally giuen to aſpyze and do- 
mination) beſids the fople of the conquered, t the triumph of 
the victoz,and beſides this the loſſe alſo of ſo deere and bzaue 
a huſband, it cannot be otherwiſe appꝛehended, but that if 
was a wonderful cozfiae to her noble heart and an extreme 
tozment of her diſmayed ſoule, 8 

But ſodanelp ſhe found out a wholeſome medicine, which 
did ſpeedely helpe and heale this moztall mallady , and that 
was a ſtraung kinde of death. Which(although foz the tyme 
it was very cruell and ſharpe) was not foz all that, in execu⸗ 
tion any long time a doing: WBecauſe in one little hower, 
two venomous vipers may af the pappes of a yorig and fen- 
der woman ſacke outboth blod and life, as they did ont of 
miſerable Cleopatras bzeft, 

O bow many times would J haue don the like,althongh 
fo a leſſer occaſion acco2ding to the opinion of many , if A 
had beene peremtozilie fozſaken , 02 if fo2 feare alſo of enſu⸗ 
ing infamie thereof , J hadde not withdzawen my ſelfe. 

With this and the afozeſapd Ladies the erecellencie of 


Cyrus killed of Tomaris and dzowned in a boll of bis owne cus, 
blod, the ffer and water of Crzſus,the ritch Kindomes of the Cræſus. 
Perſians, the magnificency of Pyrrh us þ power of Darius, the Perſſans. 


crueltie of lugurtha, the tirannie of Dioniſius, the highneſſe 
of Agamemnon , and the ſodaine chaunges of many other 


Invurtha, 


moꝛe occured tomy thoughtes. All which were tinged with Pioniſus, 
theſe greekes, and ſpurned at the feete of ſcoznefull foꝛtune, as Agamem- 


the fozeſayd women, oꝛ elſe altogeather comfoztleſſe, left — non, 


Nr. 
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{ The ſeuenth booke of 
fo wozſe miſhappes . Who alſo with ſodaine argumentes 
of their better fare were aided , noz remaining any longe 

8 time in them, did not feele the greatneſſe and greefe of them 
©0P2"7 ſoentirely as Jdo,Whileſt J went recounting the annci- 
"Lowe aid ent ſozrowes in this ſozte,as vou haue beard, and ſeking in 

doth my minde to finde out ſome feares, and ſozrowes in moſt 
ieſſenthe reſpectes like vnfo mine owne, becauſe hauing company A 
= might not ſo greatly lament , and might ſuffer my grefe 
wess „with moꝛe patience. Thoſe of Theiſtes and of Tereus, bothe 
which were the miſerable Sepnltnres of their owne Sons, 
were obiected to my memoꝛie. And J maruel what vnnatu- 
rall and foꝛced patiente (fearing their inward bitinges) and 
what pittileſſe reſtrainte did moderate thoſe ſauage Sires 
from launching they2 ſides, and with flicing kniues to make 
wap foz their Sonnes ſtrugling in they2 paternall bowels, 
and ſtriuing fo come fazth , abominating that wzetched 
place into which they were ſo rauenoufly gulfed. But theſe 
alſo burſt out, (with that they could)choaked at once theyz 
hatred and greefe togeather, and ſo foke in a manner a ter- 
taine comfozte in they; harmes , perceining that without 
faulte they were accounted miſerable men but of theyz peo- 
ple, that which happened not fo mee. 
Foz haue compaſſion bozne me of that, which did neuer 
greeue mee, and dare not diſcouer that whych doth (moſt 
ol all afflicte me, which thing if J durſt dw, J doubt not, but 
as others in my miſerable caſe haue ſound out ſome reme⸗ | 
Lycurgus, die fo2 theyz paynes,ſo might J (perbappes ) finde ont ſome 
eaſe and helpe as well as they. The pittifull teares of Licur- 
gus, and of his houſe , (iuſtly powꝛed fo2zth foz dead Arche- 
morous killed of the Serpent,)come alſo ſometimes to my 
minde , and accompanied with the confinnall ſighes of ſoz- 
rowful Atalanta mother of Parthenopæus killed in the The- 
bane Campes, which came ſo pzoperly and ſo neerely to mee 
with they2 effectes,that J could ſcarce concepue any greater 
then them in my minde, If had not pzooucd them my lelfe, 
Iſay,that they were full of ſuch great ſozrowe , that they 
could not be moze, 2 
ut 


Atalanta. 
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But enery one of them are with ſo high glozy eterniſhed, 
that they might bee eſteemed in a manner merry accidents, 


then moznefull ſtratagems, The ſozrowfall teares (of Li⸗ 


curgus J meane) with the moꝛtall exequies, honoured of the 
ſeauen kinges, and infinite ſpoztes and ſpectacles made by 
them in ſolemnization of that gloꝛious funerall, and thoſe of 
Atalanta made notable and beutiffed alſo with the laudable 
life, and victoꝛious death of her poung Sonne. 

But J haue not any'thing,no2 any ſuch canſe , fo make 
my teares ſcarce well employed, much leſſe excellent, and 


my ſelfe moze dolefull and vnfoztunafte then any other, per⸗ 
happes J ſhould be perſwaded fo auerre the contrary, The 
long trauelles of Vliſles , his moztall and imminent per- 
rilles, his wandering and weary perigrinations, and all his 
dedes whatſoeuer are next of all ſhewed vnto mee, who ne⸗ 
uer taſted them. but ſeaſoned with moſt bitter and extreame 
anguiſhe of minde, and redonbled many times in my ima⸗ 
ginations, they make me thinke mine to be karre greater 
and much moze greeuous, and harken why. Becaule firſt 
and p2incipally,he was a manner, and therefozc of nature 
moꝛe ſtrong, and better able to endure them, then J. being a 
fender and young woman, and he beeing mozeoner continu⸗ 
allie armed with a ſtoute, couragious , and feirce mynde, 
and beafen fo dailie daungers as one rppencd amongeſt 


them, when hee trauailed, and turmopled, dyd ſceme 


to haue but his oꝛdinarp, repoſe, nay his greateſt caſe and 
pleaſure in them. 

But J being continually in my Chamber, and tender 
lie ſerued with daintie and delicate thinges, paſſing my 
fimes awate in pleaſures,and dailie accuſtomod to dallian⸗ 
tes of wanton loue,cucry little payne, and feare thereof is 
moſt greevous vnto me, 


my ſelfe content, becauſe if it were ſo wheras J now eſteeme 


V iliſles. 


Pe dꝛiuen, and pꝛicked on by Neptune, and tranſ⸗ 
pozked into diners partes þ of wozld, and of Æolus likewiſe 
recepued his troubles. 

Bat with careful loue Jam infected, and with ſucy a lo2d 
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inkeſted, that troubled and conquered them, that moleſted 
and toſſed Vliſſes. And if daungerous caſualties, and daylie 
fcares dyd ſeeme to thꝛeaten him, or his pꝛoper accoꝛde be 
wandered continually in ſeeking of them out. And whe can 
with iuſt cauſe complaine oꝛ be agreeued foz finding of that, 
None can Which he doth ſo carneſtly ſerke foz. But J (ſcelp wꝛetcbe) 
be ſorrow- would faine line in quiet if I could, and would willingly fly 
— 1 from woes, and ereefeg,, if that ſo rigoꝛouſlp thep dyd not 
* ecke. ruſhe vpon me, and if F were not my ſelfe ſo fozcibly dꝛiuen 
bpon them, 
„endes this, he was not afrayd of death , and fherefoze 
without feare did commit him ſelfe to her fozce and might. 
But J line in continuall dꝛeade of it, though compelled by 
extreame ſozrowe J haue ſometime (not without feare of 
greater gre&fe)runne willingly vnto it. Ye alſo by his long 
trauelles and ieopardies of Foꝛtune dyd hope fo get eternal 
glozie, and neuer dying fame: But J am afrapd of my eſcan 
dilized name, and infamous memozy hereafter, if if ſhoulde 
tome to paſſe that theſe ſecrete lones ſhould at any tyme 
come to lyght. 
Sa that now his paynes are not greater and moze then 
myne , but are rather in number andquallitie farre leſſe 
then mine,and by ſo much the moze , as they are fabulated 
fo be greater then euer they were indeede. But mine (alas) 
are ko true, ſo manp, and moze greater, then J am able my 
ſelfe to recounte. But after all theſe,J ſee(me fhinkes) the 
fo:rowes,ſobbes and heauie ſigbes, the infinite woes, and pit 
tious plaints, that Hipſiphile, Med ea, ind Oenone had, and 
the pittifull teares of Ariadne which were moze copious 
then all the reſt: all which J iudge moſt like vnto mine. Be- 
cauſe euerp one of theſe(lyke my ſelfe) deccined of their loo⸗ 
uers, watred the ground with teares , cleeued the heauens 
with cõtinuall ſighes.⁊ ſuſtained without any frute,oz hope 
of future content, moſt bitter tozmentes of mynde. And ad⸗ 
mit (as it is graunted) that theſe dolours were caft vpon the 
by their vngrateful louers, and by they2 iniurious and vnde⸗ 
ſerued ingratitude, yet with inſt reucnge of their wzonges 
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done vnto them, they ſawe the ende of theyz teares: which | 
comfoztes although J wiſhe it not)my ſozrowes alſo haue 
nok. Hipſiphile „ admitte that ſhe had greatly honoured Ia. Hipfphile, 
ſon,and had by due deſertes obliged him vnto her, percet- 
uing him to be taken away of Medea, had with as great rea 
fon as my ſelfe iuſt occaſion ,of complaint and ſozrowe. 


But ſuch was the pꝛouidente of the Goddes, that, with "We 
righteous eyes beholding euery thing (but onely my har- 
mes) they reſtoꝛed to her a great poztion of her deſired toye, 
becanſe ſhe ſawe Medea, who had taked away Iaſon from 
her, (Iaſon fozſaking Medea fo the loue of Creuſa) quit diſ- 
poſſeſſed of her once enioped p2aye.Certes J do not ſap, that 
my gtc&efe ſhould ſiniſhe, if 3 ſhould ſee the ſame befall to her 
who hath deceiacd me of my Panphilus, vnleſſe J were that 
ſhe, that ſhould alure him from her againe, but will franck- 
lie * àa great parte of my ſozrow would foz a time 
cea 
Medea dyd alſo reiopte foz reuenge, that ſhe had(although Medea, 
ſhe was no leſſe cruell towardes her ſelfe , then malicious 
againſt her vngratefull louer)in killing their common chil- 
dꝛen in his owne pzeſence,and conſuming the ropall palla- 
ces of king Creon and the new Lady with merciles flames. 
Oenone alſo ſozrowing along time, in fine knewe , that her Ocnon, 
diſlopall lover ſuffered due puniſhment. foz bzeaking, 
and cozrupting the ſacred lawes of loue,and ſawe bis coun 
trie fo; the wicked rape and erchaung of her ſelfe fo2 his 
newe adulterſſe , miſerably waſted, and his owne Cittie 
ſometimes the ſe ate of demie Goddes, and ſemy Goddeſſes, 
but now an vncouth habitacle and a poꝛe village of Shep⸗ 
pard ſwaines, duerthꝛowen ⁊ razed cleane from the ground. 
But truelp J loue my greets a great deale moze,the 1 wold 
eyther with tongue oꝛ hart wiſhe ſo ſharpe a reuenge of my 
w2ongfull P anphilus, Ariadne alſo being Bacchus his wife s Ariadne; | 
ſaw from heauen furious Phedra,(who was the cauſe,that | 
Theſcus(abandoning her, and leaning her deſolate in the 3 
land being newly enamoured of Phedra)miſerably bewit- 
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his ſonne: do that eaery thing duely ſcanned , J finde my 
ſelfe amongeſt the number of miſerable and deſaſtrous wo- 
men to be toꝛmented with moꝛe woes, greerfes and with 
greater ſozrowe , then any of the reit, and to haue the ſole 
pꝛincipallitie and onely name of all other diſfreſſed women 
whatſocuer, 


And AJ can do no-moze . But if perhappes (god Ladies) 


you accompt my framed arguments, but frigolus aſſertions 


and repute all theſe fozmer examples but weake p:ofes, as 
fozged in the ſimple conceite of an appaſſionated woman, 
if pou imagine them(becauſe pꝛocteding from a blinde mind) 


to be but blind alſo, and of no concluſion, eſteeming the teres 


ſighes, and ſozrowes of others, moze extreame then mine, 
and thin king them to be moze vnfoꝛtunate then mp ſelfe, 
let this onely and laſt pꝛopoſttion therefoze, ſupplie the de- 
fecte(if any there be) ot all the reſt befoze.Jfbe that beareth 
enuie, is moꝛe miſerable,and moꝛe wzetched,then be to who 


he doth beare it, then of all the fozenamed perſonnes, Jam 


the moſt miſerable and vnhappie woman. Becauſe J doo 
greatly emulate, and not a little enuie thepꝛ oꝛdinarie acct- 
dentes, accounting them not ſo greeuous, noz ſo full of ſuch 
great miſerie as mine are. 

Behold therefoze (gentle Ladies) how by the olde deteites 
of iniurious foꝛtune, I bꝛeath a moſt wꝛetched woman. And 
beſides this, ſhe hath done by me, no otherwiſe then a cans 
dle burned to the (\nuffe , do caſt vp flaſhes of greater light, 
ſince that ( in apparance onelp) making truce with my greefs 
and giuing ſome pawſe to my dailie woes, and a little 
eaſe to my toꝛmented minde, but by her cruell deſpit againe 
returning after wardes to my fozmer feares,and to my ſoʒ⸗ 
rowfull taſke , of all the wꝛetched women that liue, ſhee 
bath made mee the moſt miſerable , and the onely recep- 
facle of all dyſpapze and dole , And becauſe all other 
compariſons lapd aſide , with onely one J may endenour 


to make you moꝛe aſſured of my ncwe euilles, A affirme 


(gentle Ladies) and tell you with that grauitie, that other 


| 7 . 


Miſerable women my compee! res may affirme greater, — 5 
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my paines are at this pꝛeſent ſo much the moze greater, then 


they were befoze they2 vaine and fruſtrat toy, by how much 
the ſecond feners aſſailing the ficke patientes with equall The ſecond | 
colde and heate are wont to annoy them(reconered once and fevers ut 
now fallen downe againe)moze then the firſf , And becauſe ea. 
A may rather heape pittie in your mindes with the imagi⸗ 
nation of the reſt of my paines, then fill pour deintie cares 

fall of new woꝛdes tendꝛing pour wearied ſpirits, with pit⸗ 

tie that J haue of your patience , minding nowe not to be 

moꝛe tedious vnto vou, and not to dzawe fo:th your teares 

any furder in length, if there be any of you at the leaſt, that 

in reading of it, haueſperhappes) ſhed, oꝛ vet do powꝛe fozth 

any:And not fo ſpend the time any longer in woꝛdes, which 

calleth mee backe fo teares, Jam determined to holde mp 

peate, making it manifeſt vnto vou, that there is no moꝛe 

compariſon of my ſhadowed diſcourſe, to thoſe ſubſtantiall 

dollours, which J feele indeede, then there is of painted fier,to 

that which doth burne indede: The which J pꝛap all the 

Goddes, that eyther by your meritozious pꝛapers, oz elſe by 

my earneſt and effectuall ozifons , they would with ſome 
licour of comfozte extinguiſh,oz with ſperdy death quite abo j 
lich: D2 elſe with the topfall retourne of my Panphilus al [ 
{wage and moderate the ſame. 
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8 Fiammetta \ſpealteth to 
her Booke—. 


=— 


r Nd thou my little Booke, 
D dꝛawen out (as it were) from the ſepulture 

. ot thy Ladie, art now (as it hath pleaſed me) 

8 We A come to an ende, with a moſt carefull, trou⸗ 
nowe, wzitten by mine owne bandes, and with my falling 
teares in moſt places defaced,befoze the inamoured Ladies, 
and wanton Gentlewomen, pꝛeſent and offer thy ſelfe. And 
if (pittie being thy guide, as J do moſt aſſuredly hope it 
will be) they ſhall willingly loke on ther: and if Love hath 
not changed his Lawes ſince J became a miſerable Loucr, 
let it bee no ſhame fo2 the in ſo vile a habite (as J ſende 
the) to goe to euery Ladie, and Gentle woman, of what ho- 
no2 and dearee ſoeuer ſhe bee, ſo that they deigne to giue ther 
friendly enterfatnement. Thou nedeſt not any other habit, 
ſince J thought this moſt fitting thy effects : Conſidering 
that thou muſt be content to ffgurate my life, my ſelfe, and 
my times, (which beeing moſt vnfoztunate) make the& aps 
parrailed with miſerp, as me appalled with miſhap, Whers 
foꝛe take thou no care foꝛ that, which other bokes (whoſe 
ſubiects are contrary to thine) are wont to baue, which are. 
ſumptuous couerings, garniſhed with curious and coſtlye 
- wozks, depainted and beavtified with ſundzy faire colours, 
polliſhed wity fine ſhauings,laidon with embꝛodered knots 


of Gold and ſilner , 02 els bearing bigh ſtiles and gloꝛions 
J12. | titles, 


bleſome, and tp2ed fote euen ſuch as thou art 


It auaileth 
much to 
take heede 
by others 
examples 
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cannot be much inozdinate, Thy clowdy times d 


Fiammetta to her booke. 


titles, Theſe (3 ſay) are not beſeming the ſadde and heaupe 
plaints, which thou doſt carry in thy fozebead, Leave theſe 
aſide (my woefull Booke) and the great margines alſo,and 
ruled ſpaces,the bꝛaue kindes of cotoured ynkes , and the 
great carracters,placed in the beginning of happy Bookes, 
which onely ſing of myzth, glozy,top,and bliſſe. Jt dooth be⸗ 
come thes beſt, with fozne and ruffled leaues, and tached full 
of blots and blurres.to goe thether, and to thoſe, fo whom, J 
ſend thee,and, (with ringing my diftrefſcv miſhappes into 
the eares of them that ſhall reade thee) to awake and ſty2re 
bppe their harts to holpe pittie, and due compaſſion of them. 


Ok which pietie, if (by thy ſuggeſtions) they expꝛeſſe and 


thewe fozth any outward ſignes in their faire and beautiful 
viſages, then bee not thou ſlacke to render them (as well as 
thou canſt) immediate and immozfall thankes foz their pit⸗ 
tifull dueties towards the. Why, thou and J are not redu⸗ 
ted to ſuch a miſerable condition, noꝛ are not ſo heauilie diſ- 
graced of cruell Fozfune,that theſe requitals ſhoulde ſeme 
ſo great, but that we may, and can well afozde them. Noz 
can ſhee take this pꝛiuiledge from any wzetched Woman, 
that is, to ſet her ſelfe fozth as a pꝛeũdent of miſhap, and to 
giue app2oued examples of miſery fo thoſe , which liue in 
bappines, becauſe they map in their golden felicities,and in 
their pꝛoſperities vſe a moderate meane, and ſo temperate 
their pleaſures, that they fal not into that confuſed labozinth 
of loue, and into that miſerable eſtate of life, as J haue done. 
Mich kind of life, bothe ledde, and lothed ol mee, ſo plainly 
(as (J know) thou canſt well dw) and ſo perticulerly lay o- 
pen befoze them, that (ifin their wilye loues they are buf a- 
ny thing warie, and but meanely wiſe) by feare of our ſu- 
ſtapned harmes,they may be well aduiſed, and fozewarned 
in obuiating the ſecrete and ſubtill deteites of pong Menne. 
Goe therfoze, But whether a haſtie, o2 ſlowe pace is ſitteſt 
koa thee, Jknowe not, noz what pece of thee ſhall bee ſirſt 
ſought out, noz howe,no2 of whom thou ſhalt bee receiued. 
But as Foztune doth guide ther, ſo noe thou on, Thy courſs 
hide thy 
ſhyning 
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ſhyning Karre, (which if it did yet appeare) furious 2 
tune hath ſo eclipſed, that ſhe bath left no hope of thy better 
bappe,no2 argument of thy health. And therefoze thzowne 
abꝛoade here and there (as a Shippe without helme e ſailes 
toſſed vppe and downe the ſurging waues) careleſly aban⸗ 
don thy ſelfe, and as the places require, vie likewiſe dyners 
and congruent counſels, And if perhaps thou doſt come fo 
the hanoes of ſome one woman, which dooth with ſo great 
tontent and happines eniop her loues, as wee are moſte vn⸗ 
fo:ztunatly moleſted with ours, that will laugh and flonte at 
mine, and rep:ehende them (perhaps) and condemne them 
fo2 foliſh and yeld foyes, with an humble and patient mind, 
beare thou neuertheles their ſcoznes,and digeſt their taunts 
which are but the leaſt part of our great greefes, and which 
ſeeme nothing at all, to thoſe that wee haue already paſſed. 
And put her in mind, that Foztune is enermoze 
and wauering, by which Caueat ſhe may knowe,that by the 
| o2dinary courſe of her mutabilitie, ſhe may make vs gladde 
againe,and may bzing her fo that kinde of painefall life, as 
the hath now dꝛiuen vs vnto,and that then, with like mocks 
 andflowfes, we will requite and pay bers home again. But 
if thou ſhalt finde any one, that in reading offhee , cannot 
kepe the teares from ber eyes, but that (condolent and pit⸗ 
tifull of our cares and paines) doth with the ſame multiply 
thy blots, receiue and gather them, as moſt pzecious and ho- 
ly dzops in thy boſome, and mingle them with mine, and the 
chewing thy ſelfe moze pittifull e afflicted, requeſt her hum⸗ 
bly,that ſhe would p2ay foz me to him, who doth with gol- 
den feathers in a moment viſit all the wozlde,ſo that enfrea- 
ted by a moze religious mouth, and by moze meritozious 
pꝛapers then mine, (and therefoze moze plyable to the peti⸗ 
tions of others then to my plaints, de may lighten my hea⸗ 
ny ſozowes, and take away my oppꝛeſſing anguiſh of mind. 
And whoſoener ſhe be, euen with p fozme of wo2des, which 
to miſerable wzetches is graunted moſt exaudible, J p2ay, 
and do with thole pꝛapers moſt hartily obteſt, which are in 
the eares of the hearers of them me cffectuall , that ſhee 
2s may 
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may neuer taſte of ſuch bytter miſeries, and that the placa⸗ 
ble Gods may be ener fauonrable vnto per, and that ſhe may 
| happily and perpetually enioy her -loue , accozding to ber 
owne deſires. But ifamong the amoꝛous company of wan- 
fon yong Gentlewomen, poſting thee from one hand to ano⸗ 
ther, thou doſt (by chaunce) come to the fingering of myne 
enemie, and to the wꝛongfull vlur pꝛeſſe of my felicitie, ſlye 
incontinently from thente, as from an infectious # naughty 
place: and diſcouer not one of tby leaues, lpnes, oꝛ letters to 
her robbing and bewitching eyes, leaſt that vnderſtanding 
the ſecond time of our woes + paines, ſhe might haue moze 
occaſion fo boaſt and bꝛag againe, that ſhe hath wounded and 
confounded mee. But pet if it chaunce, that by fozce ſhe keepe 
ther, and(manger thy teetb) wyl ſee 4 read the, then offer thy 
ſelfe in ſuch ſo2t to her, that ſhe may not laugh, but lament 

in reading of my hard miſhaps,and pꝛicked with the ſting of 
her guilty conſcience, ſhe may be in minde perſwaded to re⸗ 
ſtoze to me againe my vninftly detapned Loner. O what 
happy pittie, and holy pietie ſhould this bee, and then bowe 
would the ſower kruite of this harſhe paines ſeeme ſweet fo 
mp diſtempered taſte. Shunne the eyes of men, of whom, if 
thou canſt not choſe but be (ene, ſpeake vnfo them, ſaying. 
cc O bncrafefull generation, deridours and deceiuours of ſim- 
c ple women, it is not meete fo2 yon (confidering pour deme⸗ 
cc rites) to loke into holy things, and fraught fall of ſuch pitty 
cc aS this is, and, (knowing pour remoꝛce of pittie to bee ſo 
cc (mall, as pour impietie and craclty is great) vnũtte to med⸗ 
dle with diſtreſſed and pittifull things. But if fo him, who 

is the ozgaine of all our harmes, thou doſt chaunce to come, 
with this exclamation a farre of, grite him from me, ſay- 

ing. | 

Cc O O thou which art moꝛe rigoꝛous, and harder then anye 
c Oake, flpe from hence. and do not violate mee with thy vn- 
c wooꝛthy and polluted handes. Thy coꝛrupted faith is an oc- 
c caſion of all this, which J b2ing with me. But pet if wyth a 
ec turteous, gentle, and indifferent minde thon wilt reade me, 
«.c Fecognizing thy foꝛmer faults, and pꝛeſent injuries vniuſtiy 
br dong 
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vonne againtt her, whoſe meſſenger of ſozrow J am, and that , , 
returning to her agatne,thou deſtreſt to bee pardoned of ber, , , 


then boldly ſ&,touch,and ſpare not to reade me. But if thou , , 


wylt not perkoꝛme this laſt requiſite duetie , it is not then „, 


ſo decent, and honeſt a thing foz ther, to ſee p pittifull teares , , 


which thou haſt vnpittifully cauſed : and then woulde it bee , , 
againe but ſmall foz thy credite toencreaſe them moze and , , 
mo2e, if (in reading mee) thou dot (as J thinke thou tanſt „ 


not) perſiſt in thy firſt and froward wyll. And if perhaps a- , , 


ny curious and dainty Gentlewomanne doth diflike of thy 
woꝛds, ſo rudely compoſed, and ſo diſoꝛderly couched foge- 
ther, tell her, that, that which is vnpoliſhed, and vnpleaſant 
foz her fine conceit, hee may (if ſhee pleaſe) ouerſiyppe and 
let paſſe,becauſe bꝛaue & filed ſpieches require clere mindes 
and free from all hurtfull paſſions , and are beſt beſeeming 
merry and calme fimes. And therefoze thou (ſhall ſay vnto 
her, that ſhee may a great deale ſoner fall in admiration, 
bowe my troubled witte, my tyzed penne, and paynes dyd 
laſt out, but foz that little, which thou doſt fell out of o2der, 
conſidering that feruent loue on the one ſide , and burning 
iealoſie on the other, with diners conflicts held my ſozowful 
ſoule in continuall battayles,tby obſcure and clowdy times 
feeding the one, and contrary Foztune fauouring the other. 
Thou maiſt goe ſafely away (as J bel&ne) and ſecurely eſ- 
cape from all awaptes, iapd to entrappe the and needeſt not 
care foʒ the cauils of captious beades, becauſe thou mayſt be 
aſſured that Enuie with ber venimous teeth, oz infections: 
tongue ſhall neyther byte, noꝛ ſtyng the. But if perchaunce 
thou ſhalt finde any (which J thinke thou neuer canſt) tt at 
being moꝛe miſerable then thy ſelfe,might emulate the&e(as- 
one moꝛt happy,and not ſo wzetched as ber ſelfe) then patt- 
ently ſuffer thy ſelfe to be bitten. But J do not well knowe 
what part of the ſhall receiue any newe offence, ſince that 
with the cruel blowes of angry Foztune. J ſe thee tozne and: 
bꝛoken in every place. Thou canſt not be iniuried now anie- 


moze by her, then already thou art, noz from any bigh and 
happy ſeate is ſhe able fo make thee fall down,to a moze vile 
Jlz and 
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and baſe place,foz ſo lowe as none may bee lower, is that 
where now thou doft remaine. And admit that ſhe hath not 
thought it miete to coniopne vs with the ſuperficiall part of 
the earth, and doth ſtill ſeeke and ſuppeditate ſtraunger oc- 
caſtons fo interre vs vnder it, we are ſo beaten and ſo enu⸗ 
red fo aduerſities,that with thoſe ſhoulders, with which wee 
haus ſuſtained, and do yet beare the greateſt and moſt hea⸗ 
ute burdens of woes, and (ozraw, wee ſhall with leſſe payne 
and not with ſo great grefe beare lighter, and endure lefſer 
then thoſe, And thereſoze let ber aſſaile vs when, and where 
He will. Line therefoze. Foz nothing may depziue thee of 
this. And remaine an eternall example, and perpetuall pꝛe⸗ 
ſident of bitter anguiſh, and greefe of thy wofull Miſtreſſe to 
thoſe, who liue in happy mirth and beany miſerie. 


Bueno fin haze, el qual bien a- 


mando muera . 
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